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EDITORIAL

The last few weeks have been quite a challenge for getting to church. Our 
worshippers and helpers have had to contend with big sporting events, 

roadworks for the bollards, and of course quite a lot of snow. But with all 
this, the church keeps going. And the church will keep going in the weeks 
and probably months ahead after Canon Sarah has gone, before a new priest 
is appointed. We can have nothing but joy that Sarah has been called to 
higher things, even though we are sad to be losing her. But we must keep 
faith that we will get a fitting successor. St John’s is a happy church, and joy 
is a gift from the Lord. By trusting in Him, we can continue our ministry 
whatever the future may hold. So let us bless Sarah as she leaves us, and call 
for God’s blessing on our community while we await our next parish priest. 

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Pentecost 2018. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 2nd May.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, Alleluia, Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed, Alleluia!

We are Easter People, and this is our song: Our Lord is risen, and we are 
risen with him. This is the glorious truth that triumphs over all others, and 
makes it possible for us to keep on going, with faith, hope and holy optimism, 
no matter what.

 Printing deadlines mean I'm writing during Holy Week, my focus 
consumed by the Way of the Cross, and Christ as the Suffering Servant who 
- not without emotional agonising, but in willing obedience to his calling - lays 
down his life, the Good Shepherd for his sheep. 'He was wounded for our 
transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment 
that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed' writes Isaiah (53:5). 
This is in one of the Old Testament passages to which the earliest Christians 
turned to make sense of their experience of a Messiah who appeared to 
suffer utter betrayal and defeat; and yet who was vindicated by resurrection 
life on Easter morning, as, it turned out, was intended all along. Easter 
victory comes by embracing and subverting failure, evil and death - it's so 
counter cultural it can be hard to get our heads and hearts round it.

But it's what we most need. I recently came across these words by 
New Testament scholar Marcus Borg: 'The way of Jesus is not a set of beliefs 
about Jesus. The way of Jesus is the way of death and resurrection - the path 
of transition and transformation from an old way of being to a new way of 
being.' We need transformative new beginnings, because life is always 
dealing us 'little deaths', as chapters of our lives (whether good or bad) come 
to an end. Perhaps it's a friend moving away, or completing school or 
university, or changing jobs, or retiring … all sorts of things can feel like a 
mini-bereavement, and it is right that we should grieve the sadnesses they 
bring, just as we grieve more evident, or serious, loss, as in death. 

But, says St Paul 'We do not grieve as others do, who have no hope' 
(1 Thessalonians 4:13). For beyond our grieving always lies the promise of 
some 'resurrection'. We can have confidence that Jesus Christ will bring a 
new chapter, infused with fresh life, that will encourage us to continue our 
pilgrim journey. We can receive the unknown future as God's good gift, full 
of promise and opportunity, since 'in all things he works for good' (Rom 8:28).
So - and here at last I get beyond theologising, to the practical point! - it's 
natural that losing your priest may seem like a bereavement, and is some-
thing to be grieved. (I am sure there'll be floods of tears on 15 April, and 
that's just me!) In a small way, it may even echo Good Friday feelings of loss, 
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when the disciples could not see the way ahead. But the Easter Good News 
is that the Risen Christ is 'with you always, to the end of time' (Matthew 
28:20). Do pray with joyful expectation that God will draw a wonderful new 
priest to serve you all. Certainly, Bishop June will not be content unless she 
finds someone who is up to the task of further developing both parish and 
Cardiff's important city centre ministry.

Finally (!) let me conclude with the most enormous Thank You, for 
the overflowing love and support you have shown during my time with you - 
to me, to Peter, even to the dogs! We have had the most marvellous time 
among you, and shall miss you tremendously. Over the last nearly 5 years, I 
have endlessly thanked God for bringing me to you, and you will always be 
treasured in our hearts and in our prayers. I'm delighted that so many will 
come to St Davids on 5 May, and look forwards to welcoming many more 
visitors after that!

To echo the words of the Letter to the Hebrews (13:20-21), may the 
God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with 
everything good, that you may do his will, working in you that which is 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ to whom be glory for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Yours in Christ

Sarah

... From the Vicar

Heavenly Father,
Guard and grow St John’s as we serve you together
in this period without a Priest in Charge.

Lord Jesus,
We know that you have plans for us and that these plans are good.
We ask now that you will help us to share responsibility,
grow in faith, love one another, care for those in need,
reach out to others, and welcome newcomers.

Holy Spirit,
Please guide those who are seeking the right person for us,
and those who are seeking the right place for their ministry,
that together we may discover your way for the future
and see your kingdom come.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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Sarah on her way.

In just two weeks' time, Canon Sarah will be taking her last service with us as 

Priest-in-Charge of our church and parish. She will spend the following two 

weeks moving herself, her husband and her dogs out of our vicarage and into the 

deanery at St David's. Then on Saturday May 5th she will be installed as Dean 

of St David's Cathedral. A coach has been organised to take people from Cardiff 

to St David's for the service. It will be leaving from Tredegarville School at 9am, 

to allow for lunch on the way. Names have been collected for those wanting to 

attend, and seating reserved in the Cathedral. 

We are of course very sorry to be losing Sarah, 

who has been full of energy and given great 

service to our church and parish. Once she is 

gone, pastoral care passes to the Area Dean, 

Canon Stewart Lisk, who is at St Margaret's 

Roath. Arrangements are already in hand to 

provide a rota of clergy so that our pattern of 

regular worship can continue. The church-

wardens and other officers will continue their 

duties to keep the church running from day to 

day. A process will be put in place to find a new 

priest to fill the vacancy. We hope and pray that 

St John's will continue to flourish as a worshipping community both now and 

under our new pastor when one is appointed, and hope that will not be too long. 

Our church is both a fellowship of its people and 

a beacon of faith in the city. It is a haven of calm 

amid the bustling world outside, and is 

appreciated as such by the many people who 

come in every day, who are just as much a part of 

its life as its regular congregation. We wish and 

pray for Sarah in her new post that the Lord will 

be with her as she continue to serve Him, and that 

she will have success and happiness in all she 

undertakes. 

 

Parish News

Revd. Canon Dr. 

Sarah Rowland Jones

Revd. Canon Stewart Lisk,

Area Dean
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Ash Wednesday

There were three services of Eucharist with Ashing on Ash Wednesay, at 8am 

12.30pm and 7pm. At each, before receiving Holy Communion, each person has 

the sign of the cross applied to their head with ashes. This mark is to remind 

each one of us that "We are but dust, and to dust we shall return." During Lent, 

we remember the forty days that Jesus spent in the wilderness, when he was 

tempted by the devil. Like him, we should retreat periodically, and give time to 

meditation and study, or pay particular attention to the service to which we are 

called, so that at the end of it we can arise spiritually refreshed and reinvigorated 

to enter into the joy of the Resurrection.  

Pancake Party

On Shove Tuesday evening the vicarage held open house for lovers of pancakes. 

With the help of Peter and others, a stream of delicious fresh sweet and savoury 

pancakes flowed out of the kitchen, to be relished by the good number of people 

that attended. It was a happy occasion, and a chance for members of the 

congregation to get together and chat, away from the surrounds of the church 

services. The origins of eating pancakes on this day are lost in time, but are said 

to be a last chance to indulge before the time of fasting in Lent. The word 

"Shrove" has nothing to do with pancakes, but more to do with preparation for 

penitence during Lent. But joining in cheerful fellowship is also a good way of 

preparation. Thanks to Sarah for hosting it, and to all who helped to make the 

evening go so well.

Parish News ...

Lenten Discussion Groups

There were three groups meeting during Lent. On Sundays after morning 

service the Bible Study group met and looked at some of the Psalms. At Monday 

lunchtimes, Word for the City continued its study of faith through the words of 

Tom Wright's book, Spiritual and Religious. And on Wednesday evenings the 

Lent Study Group met at the vicarage to discuss Peter Waddell's book about the 

sacraments. He outlines the nature, history and development of the idea of the 

sacraments, and how they are found in today's churches of differing traditions. 

An interesting and informative book written to provoke thought rather than to 

teach dogma. 
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Snow had Fallen…

It is not often that Cardiff gets sufficient snow to cause significant disruption, 

especially in March, but this year March certainly came in like a lion, or perhaps 

a polar bear. Everything was ready for one of our big events, the national 

Mayoral service to celebrate St David's Day, but the so-called Beast from the 

East was coming, freezing air sweeping in from Siberia. As it met the moist 

Atlantic air over Britain, it snowed and it snowed. As short notice the service 

and following Lord Mayor's procession were called off, disappointingly but 

perhaps wisely with people coming from all over Wales, including the Arch-

bishop. The daffodils, the orders of service and the civic maces had all been 

delivered to the church, not to be used. Canon Sarah put on her boots and 

stepped out into the weather to come to the church, and about 15 people turned 

up. This small congregation read the service with no organ or music or bells of 

celebration. It was such a shame. 

That was not the end of it. It snowed all day on St David's day, and more on the 

following day. On Saturday the Cathays Brass should have given a concert in 

the church, which had to be postponed. (Now rescheduled for 14th April, 1pm.) 

By Sunday it had stopped and the sun came out, but many of the roads were still 

blocked or treacherous, so only a small number were able to make it to the 

services. The snow soon cleared on the Monday and things got back to normal. 

But then on Passion Sunday it snowed again, once again making it difficult for 

people to come to worship. That was also disappointing, as at the morning we 

were due to host members of the Queen Alexandra's Royal Auxiliary Nursing 

Corps, and in the evening the planned performance of Stainer's Crucifixion by 

the Llandaff Cathedral School Girls Choir had to be called off. So it was, that 

some of the significant gatherings at St John's were not able to take place. 

Parish News ...

What might have been…

A Picture of Civic Splendour, 

taken from a previous year 
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Mothering Sunday

With snow the week before and snow the week after, at least it was clear for 

Mothering Sunday. Instead it was the Rugby. Both the Women's and the Men's 

internationals, Wales v Italy, were taking place at the Principality Stadium, with 

road closures affecting the church most of the day. A hardy congregation turned 

up but much smaller than usual, and alas no children. Mothering Sunday, about 

half way through Lent is a time for remembering not just our earthly mothers 

but also the mother church to which we all belong. Its origins are rather lost in 

the mists of time, though they do not go back to the early church, and embrace 

different traditions in different periods of history. Today it is used as an occasion 

to give thanks for our mothers and families, both human and spiritual. It is a 

Sunday when the focus can be placed on children, and we can pray for the loving 

environment a family can have. The mother of Jesus holds an important place 

in the scriptures, so it is fitting that we should celebrate and remember our 

mothers, not just this day but every day. 

Parish News ...

Palm Sunday

The church was pleased to welcome Bishop June Osborne, the recently en-

throned new Bishop of Llandaff, to preside at our Palm Sunday service. On this 

occasion she did not have to preach, because the morning Eucharist service is 

different from a normal Sunday. The service began with Blessing of the Palms, 

which was followed by the Palm Sunday procession outside the church, the 

Cross leading the choir, clergy and congregation out through the south door, 

along Trinity Street, and in through the west door. The choir were pleased to be 

still in tune with the organ as they re-entered, and the hymn was slightly 

extended to allow everyone to get back to their places. The normal Gospel 

reading was replaced by the long Passion Gospel of St Mark, read by a group of 

readers taking the voices of the people involved, with the whole congregation 

joining in for the crowds. The Bishop then led the Eucharistic part of the service. 

Afterwards, there was time for people to talk to the bishop, helping her to get to 

know us, and us to know her. It is Bishop June who will, after consultation, 

appoint a new priest after Sarah leaves us, one who will have a calling to our 

particular type of city ministry. 

In the evening, in place of Evensong, there was a service of Lessons and Carols 

for Passiontide, with a series of Bible readings, Psalms and Hymns. It was a very 

meaningful occasion, pointing us forward to Holy Week and Easter.
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Holy Week

The Holy Week services were as set out in the leaflet, (a copy was included in 

the last edition of the magazine.) It is to be hoped that the major sporting event 

in the Principality Stadium on Holy Saturday evening will not have impinged 

too much on the Easter Vigil. All through Holy Week in the church there was 

on display an interactive reinterpretation of the Stations of the Cross prepared 

again by Wendy Batey. 

A Canadian Visitor

It used to be a tradition that on Mothering 

Sunday people would return to their childhood 

homes to be with their families, and would visit 

the church where they were baptised. On 

Mothering Sunday there was a visitor in the 

church for the morning service, a Mr. Ian 

Edward Jones who lives in Canada, but lived in 

Cardiff as a child, and was baptised at St John's 

on 27th July 1947. Sarah was able to produce 

the baptismal register for that time and show 

him his entry in it. He was very thrilled, and on 

his return home his family were amazed by 

what had happened. It was something very 

special for him. 

Parish News ...

Ian Jones with Canon Sarah

Wharton Street

Anyone who has tried to come up Wharton Street in the last few weeks will 

know that it has been closed for roadworks. These were to replace the lockable 

bollards with much more robust ones designed to resist attack. With recent 

events in various places in the world, there has been much concern about attacks 

on crowds in cities using vehicles. The new bollards are power operated, and 

controlled remotely, with CCTV and a call system. They have not yet been 

commissioned and meanwhile a temporary barrier is in place. The City Centre 

Manager, Mr. Paul Williams is aware of our concerns and needs, and we wait to 

hear what new the arrangements will be for vehicle access to the church. 
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... Parish News

Band Concert

At lunchtime on Thursday 8th March there was a concert in the church given by 

the Band of The Prince of Wales's Division. This is a recently formed Brass 

Band who have performed in our church before. The concert was arranged at 

rather short notice, resulting in a somewhat small audience, but those who did 

come were entertained by a varied programme of music played to a high 

standard.  The concert featured Brass Band favourites by Sparke, Davoren and 

Langford.  

Ducks

The ducks have returned to the churchyard in the last week. A pair has arrived 

about this time of year for the last few years, looking for a safe place amongst 

the plant beds to make a nest and hatch their chicks. Sometimes the nest is so 

well hidden that it is hard to spot. This is necessary, as the seagulls are always 

around. No one knows where the ducks come from, or where they go to after 

they leave their nest. 

Tuesday Group

During Lent the Tuesday group met every week and contemplated on Lent 

through the Psalms. This will be continued in their April meeting. After that, in 

May, they will be hearing a talk by Revd. Meg Underdown, who has served as 

Prison Chaplain at Cardiff Gaol for many years. 
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Alive on Radio

Morning Worship Broadcast Live on Radio 4Morning Worship Broadcast Live on Radio 4Morning Worship Broadcast Live on Radio 4Morning Worship Broadcast Live on Radio 4

On Sunday 25th February the church was for the second time the setting for 
Sunday Morning Worship on Radio 4. The live broadcast, starting at 8.10am 
went out to an estimated 1.5M listeners. A faithful few of our congregation 
were joined by the Cantemus Chamber Choir for the service which was led 
by Revd. Dyfrig Lloyd of Eglwys Dewi Sant, with the introduction and sermon 
by Canon Sarah. For those attending it was an early start, having to be at the 
church by 7 o'clock, and also to attend a three hour rehearsal the day 
before. This year it all went perfectly, with many remarks afterwards as to 
how good it was. Unlike last year, there was no problem with the alarm on 
the pub opposite going off and not stopping. Our church team was ready and 
prepared, with the lessons being read by Pauline Grainger and Ross Pilliner, 
and prayers said by Vanessa Hall. The Cantemus choir was directed by Huw 
Williams, and the organist was Dr. Peter King. The producer Karen Walker 
said she was very pleased and thanked everyone for what they had done. 
Afterwards everyone went up to the tea room for breakfast of bacon butties, 
to revive themselves for the regular morning service at 10am. Dr. King will 
be playing our organ again at the lunchtime concert on April 13th. 

The St John’s Team for Radio 4 Morning Worship

Vanessa Hall, Dyfrig Lloyd, Canon Sarah, 

Ross Pilliner, Pauline Grainger.
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Tower News 

It's been a bit quiet recently - quite literally, as we have had four Sundays 

without bells!  Illness decimated us unexpectedly one week, then came 

the snow when we could not get in (and in our case even out of our road) 

followed by a weekend when half the band was away and finally more 

snow.  This latter was a bit frustrating as we had a good number of ringers 

available that day and in the end could probably have got to the church 

safely but the snow was falling really heavily at the time when the 

decision was needed.  Hopefully some semblance of normality will have 

returned by the time you read this.  Hopefully, also, the new bollards will 

be in action soon although I'm sure the walk some of us have been taking 

from Cathedral Road in the meanwhile has had some small health benefit.

The only other event worthy of note is that a full peal of Stedman Caters 

was rung at St John's on February 17th by a band of fairly local ringers.  

As our bells are quite load outside we do not ring peals during the 

"summer time" months so the opportunity was taken to dedicate this peal 

as a thank-you to Sarah for all she has done for St John's in her time here, 

and in particular her support for ringing.

Mary & I know quite a few ringers from the St David's area and some 

have been enquiring whether their new Dean is in favour of bells.  

Happily we have been able give a positive answer and tell them that our 

loss will very much be their gain.

Bob Hardy

HOLY BAPTISM

We welcome into Christ’s family a child of God who received Holy 
Baptism at St John’s. 
 
On Sunday 11th February 2018,   Harrison Timothy Wood

May God’s Grace rest on him and his family
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Plans are continuing for the redevelopment of the vestry block. There 
is not much visible activity but a lot going on behind the scenes. The initial 
design is fairly settled, and the present stage is concerned with structural 
matters and services, such as drains, power and ventilation. Not glamourous 
but essential. Some investigation of the present structure is also needed, 
which may involve minor excavation below the floor. This is all necessary 
before costings can be narrowed down, and plans drawn up suitable for 
application for a faculty. It is hoped this can be completed by the summer, 
so that a faculty can be granted by the autumn. While these firm plans are 
being approved, the sub-committee will have time to look at finding funding 
sources for the project. Applications for grants can't be made until faculty 
approval has been obtained, but if potential sources have been identified in 
the meantime, it will speed the process. It is anticipated that an appeal can 
be launched in the early autumn. Don't forget, though, that we have asked 
for a 'birthday gift' on our patronal festival in June. More on that in the next 
issue. The plans as they are now have been looked at by a number of people 
in the diocese, and much enthusiasm has been expressed for the 
development. So we can be confident of wider support for the scheme. 

A by-product of the development is the requirements of our heating 
system. Our present gas boiler is nearing the end of its life, and is 
troublesome, with frequent repair bills. It has been decided to separate the 
heating from the main development, and to proceed as quickly as possible 
with obtaining a new gas boiler. Modern boilers are more efficient in design 
than older ones, so the initial outlay will produce savings in running costs in 
the longer term. It is hoped that a new and more reliable boiler can be in 
place before the next winter. 

The other matter of concern is the state of the west face of the tower, 
the side that catches the prevailing weather. The tower is not about to fall 
down, but there is surface erosion on the west face. This requires 
stabilisation, and at the end of April or early May a survey will be done by 
experts climbing down ropes. We await the outcome of this to know how 
much work is needed, how urgent it is, and what sort of cost it will be. It is 
almost certain to be a five-figure sum, and a separate fund-raising for this 
work may well be necessary, especially if much needs to be done 
immediately rather than being spread over the next few years. 

Building Developments 
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The Garden Tomb

"In the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever 

been laid." - John 19:41

I stared with contempt as a young man 
Stifled a yawn from a hungover mouth.
In contrast my soul was wonder-filled
Especially when in the stifling heat 
Eye sockets appeared in the cliff face. 
It was surreal for because of the shade 
It seemed as if a skull had just been made. 

Then I entered the ancient tomb 
Imagining a slab and Jesus ascending. 
The tourist guide was underwhelmed 
After all, he'd viewed it many times before 
And the young man clearly bored, out of place, 
Unconcerned with an ancient mystery, 
Preferring modern life to history. 

GUY FLETCHER

Poetry Spot
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Favourite Prayer

THE FAVOURITE PRAYER OF THE BIBLE

Reading Luke, we stopped on the prayer of Mary, The Magnificat, and 

discussed our favourite prayers from the Bible. the list came to thirty The 

following are a selection:

- The Lord’s Prayer. Matthew, chapter 6 verse 9.

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name …”

Obviously going to be on the list . When Jesus’ disciples asked him to 

teach them how to pray, this was his response.

- The Tax Collectors Prayer. Luke, chapter 18 verse 13.

“God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”

Short but to the point. This was from one of Jesus’ parables, contrasting 

the prayer of the tax collector (a despised collaborator with the 

occupying Romans) with that of a religious leader, who stood up for all 

to see and prayed “Lord, I thank you that I am not like them …”.

A parable on humility, Jesus commenting that it was the tax collector 

who went home justified before God.

- Jabez’ Prayer. 1 Chronicles, chapter 4 verse 10.

“ ‘… Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I will 

be free from pain.’ And God granted him his request.”

Unexpected. The first nine chapters of the first book of Chronicles are 

genealogical lists of people with generally unpronounceable names. 

Not often read in church. Then in the middle of chapter 4 there is a brief 

note to say that Jabez prayed to God and his prayer was granted. We 

know nothing else about Jabez beyond what is said in these two verses, 

9 and 10 (though there was a town recorded of the same name) and 

don’t know why his prayer was recorded and not others. 

But as someone said about these genealogies, “They are all counted 

because they all count.” 

Going through the favourite prayers raised the question of when a prayer is not 

a prayer, with some of the choices not quite looking like prayers at first sight.  

See what you think about Jeremiah, chapter 29 verses 11 to 13.

By Peter Watson
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Information to Note

Scams

Be warned that there are a number of scams around at the moment. We have 

been warned by the diocese that there have been attempts to defraud by 

people receiving emails supposedly from the Diocesan Office requiring money 

to be transferred to a bank account. There have been bogus parcel deliveries 

where either a parcel arrives that you haven’t ordered, or a purchase is made 

on line which never turns up but the (genuine) company sending it believes you 

have ordered it and asks you to pay. A bogus policeman may turn up at your 

door investigating a ‘crime’ but is really after your bank account details. If you 

receive any request for a payment to be made that you are not expecting, even 

if it seems convincingly genuine, by email or any other means, be suspicious, 

never divulge bank, credit card or other financial details. Check using inde-

pendent contact details with the supposed source, and if it can’t be verified, 

contact the police on 101, and your bank if you think your details have been 

compromised. 

Data Protection

There has been quite a lot in the news lately about people’s personal data 

being lost or misused, and it is a matter of concern. New regulations are 

coming into force in all EU countries in May, and the diocese organised a 

course about them for church officials last month. This was attended by our 

Hon. Treasurer Richard who will be reporting to the next PCC meeting. The 

church does not keep much in the way of personal information but does hold 

contact details, and will review its data protection in due course. 

Change of Email Address

Anyone wanting to contact the church by email should send it to the following 

address: stjohnscardiff@gmail.com   This address has been in use for about a 

year but it is now to become our main contact address. The previous address 

(cardiffstjohncity.admin@gmail.com) is still operative but will no longer be 

monitored on a daily basis. If you hold the old address in your address book, 

please amend it for the new one. 
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19 Things which aren’t chocolate to give up for Lent and beyond.19 Things which aren’t chocolate to give up for Lent and beyond.19 Things which aren’t chocolate to give up for Lent and beyond.19 Things which aren’t chocolate to give up for Lent and beyond.

(Lent is over, but the advice is still good.)

1. Fear:�God is on my side. In Him I am more than a conqueror. 

2. The need to please everyone:�I can’t please everyone anyway. There is 

only one I�need to strive to please.

3. Envy: I am blessed. My value is not found in my possessions, but in my 

relationship with my Heavenly Father.

4. Impatience:�God’s timing is the perfect timing.

5. Sense of entitlement:�The world does not owe me anything. God does 

not�owe me anything. I live in humility and grace.

6. Bitterness and Resentment:�The only person I am hurting by holding 

onto�these is myself.

7. Blame:�I am not going to pass the buck. I will take responsibility for my 

actions.

8. Gossip and Negativity:�I will put the best construction on everything when 

it�comes to other people. I will also minimize my contact with people who 

are�negative and toxic and bring other people down.

9. Comparison: I have my own unique contribution to make and there is no 

one�else like me.

10. Fear of failure:�You don’t succeed without experiencing failure. Just 

make�sure you fall forward.

11. A spirit of poverty:�Believe with God that there is always more than 

enough�and never a lack.

12. Feelings of unworthiness:�You are fearfully and wonderfully made by 

your�creator. (see Psalm 139)

13. Doubt:�Believe God has a plan for you that is beyond anything you 

could�imagine. The future is brighter than you could ever realize.

14. Self-pity:�God comforts us in our sorrow so that we can comfort others 

with�the comfort we ourselves have received from God.

15. Retirement:�As long as you are still breathing, you are here for a 

reason.�You have a purpose to influence others for Christ. That does not 

come to an end until the day we die.

16. Excuses:�A wise man once said, if you need an excuse, any excuse will do.

17. Lack of counsel:�Wise decisions are rarely made in a vacuum.

18. Pride:�Blessed are the humble.

19. Worry:�God is in control and worrying will not help.
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Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays 10am-3pm for visitors and private prayer. 

Cafe @ St John’s tea room open Mon.-Fri. 11am-2pm,  Saturday 10am to 3pm.

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge (Until 15th April)
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136
(After 15th April contact parish office 
or
Area Dean, Rev. S Lisk, 2048  7854)

Curate 
Revd. Rhian Linecar  
(part time - shared with Dewi Sant)

Church Wardens
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

Verger
   Evan Chapman

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas

Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.30pm 
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
 

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Twitter: https://twitter.com/stjohnscardiff
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates
April

Sun 1st   EASTER DAY Festal Eucharist 10.00am 

Service of Lessons and Carols for Easter  6.00pm

Tue 3rd Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm - Lent through the Psalms

Sun 8th Second Sunday of Easter - (Low Sunday - 1st after Easter)

  HMS Hermes Annual Reunion at morning service.

Easter Vestry  Follows morning Eucharist

Mon 9th THE ANNUNCIATION (Transferred from 25th March)

  PCC meeting 7.00pm (at the vicarage.) 

Fri 13th Organ Concert Dr Peter King 1.15pm

Sat 14th Cathays Brass Concert  1.00pm

Sun 15th Third Sunday of Easter - (2nd after Easter)

  Final Eucharist for Canon Sarah at St John’s, 10am

  followed by Farewell Gathering.

Sun 22nd Fourth Sunday of Easter - (3nd after Easter)

Mon 23rd ST GEORGE

Wed 25th  ST MARK 

Sat 28th Concert by Cordydd Choir  7.00pm

Sun 29th Fifth Sunday of Easter - (4th after Easter) 

May

Tue 1st  SS PHILIP AND JAMES   Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm

Wed 2nd Concert Cardiff Arms Male Choir & Guests 7.30pm

Sat 5th  Installation of Canon Sarah as Dean of St David’s Cathedral

Sun 6th Sixth Sunday of Easter (5th after Easter) - Rogation Sunday

Thu 10th ASCENSION DAY

Fri 11th Organ Concert Tom Mohan 1.15pm

Sun 13th Seventh Sunday of Easter - Sunday after Ascension

Christian Aid Week begins.

Mon 14th ST MATTHIAS

Sun 20th PENTECOST  (WHIT SUNDAY)  

Sun 27th TRINITY SUNDAY (First after Pentecost)  
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Robert Stogdon

Churchwarden

Rev Sarah Rowland Jones

Priest-in-Charge

Evan Chapman

Churchwarden 

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 18

2018 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 

recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.

 

Friday 13th April

Dr PETER KING - Bath Abbey (Emeritus)

Friday 11th May 

TOM MOHAN - The Dutch Church, London

Friday 8th June

PAUL CARR - Birmingham Concert Organist

All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 

Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.

Other Concerts at St John’s 
Saturday 14th April,    1pm             Cathays Brass 

Saturday 28th April,    7pm             Côr Côrdydd 

Wednesday 2nd May,  7.30pm        Cardiff Arms Park Male Choir 

           with guests The Dutch Choir


