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EDITORIAL

As we look forward to the coming weeks of Lent we think of Jesus’ testing 
in the wilderness. The coming times are also to be testing for our 

church, with two major changes in view. There is the departure of Canon 
Sarah, followed by the uncertainty of a vacancy, and when and who will 
replace her. There is also the project to redevelop the vestry, a large and 
challenging undertaking. Both may cause us concern, but they should not 
distract us from our primary purpose, of worshipping the Lord and doing his 
work in our city and parish. If we put our trust in God and give of our best 
endeavours, we shall come through strengthened. As Jesus’ time in the 
wilderness formed a launch pad for his ministry, let our prayer during Lent 
help us to build up our church community, and our personal faith. 

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Easter 2018. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 20th Mar.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

 Once more Lent is upon us. Our services will end with the 
prayer 'Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, 
take up your cross and follow him; and the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.'

 But how can denying ourselves and taking up our cross be 
considered a blessing?! Yet this is the season to pause and 'retreat, in 
order to make a better advance' on the next chapter of life. We take 
stock - asking God to help us see our lives through his eyes - so we can 
let go of whatever isn't really Christ-shaped, all that hinders and holds 
us back; and take up whatever leads us into greater love and worship 
of God, and love and service to God's world.

 And while this might seem like difficult, uncomfortable work, 
the morning collect reminds us that 'God's service is perfect freedom'. 
Even if letting some things go is hard, we'll find we've lost something 
burdensome. Taking up our cross is actually embracing the task of 
becoming more fully our true selves. In other words, God wants us to 
put on the sort of gospel-shoes which are so comfortable that we feel 
we could run fast and free for ever! 

 As usual, we have plenty to choose from at St John's, to help 
sharpen our Lenten focus - as you'll see elsewhere in this Journal. If 
you're more technically minded, see the downloads and apps at 
www.chpublishing.co.uk, www.brfonline.org.uk/lent/ or ask what 
helps others. 

 And of course, we all start with a pancake party at the Vicarage 
on Shrove Tuesday - open house between 6pm and 8pm! See you 
there!
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BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE

 Well, we progress at great speed, and the news is all good! 
After Amanda presented her excellent first design to the Building 
Sub-Committee, the PCC and then the Congregation before Christ-
mas, we were disconcerted to learn that it might cost a lot more than 
we had hoped. But discussions with the design team in January soon 
showed that initial estimates were way too high; and advice from the 
Diocesan Resource Consultant, and others 'in the know' leaves us 
confident that we can fund a project that now looks around £1m, plus 
consultancy fees, plus a small amount of VAT (which is not payable on 
any part of the new build). We already have up to £850,000 to draw 
on, and expect a couple of major trusts to deliver much of the rest. 

Beyond this, two longstanding good friends of St John's, with extensive 
experience in fund-raising, have offered to run an appeal committee, 
to raise anything further that is needed. Thank you, Sir Norman 
Lloyd-Edwards (who is also President of the Friends of St John's) and 
Dan Clayton-Jones, who recently stood down as Prior of the Order of 
St John in Wales. 

 Of course, we must pull our weight as well - so don't forget the 
challenge to Give St John a Birthday Present on 24 June, our Patronal 
Festival. And other fund-raising initiatives will be revealed soon!

 So we press on. The design is being refined (see the new plans 
on the display board, where we'll keep posting updates). The Diocesan 
Advisory Committee will visit and give advice on 15 February, and 
we're working on details so that the planning permission process can 
proceed as smoothly as possible, after which we can make funding 
applications. Watch this space, and keep up your prayers! 

 So, may God grant us all a Holy Lent, through which he will 
strengthen us for all that lies ahead.

 In the love of Christ

  Sarah

... From the Vicar
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New Dean for St David's!! 

St David's Cathedral in Pembrokeshire is pleased to announce the appointment 

of a new dean. It is Canon Sarah Rowland Jones, our own Priest-in-Charge. 

We are delighted for her to have received this significant step up in her ministry, 

and congratulate her on getting the appointment. The sad bit is that we will be 

losing her as our Priest. Sarah has since her appointment to our parish 4½ years 

ago brought a new life and spirituality to our family. Our congregation has 

grown, contrary to the trend in many parishes, and through hard work she has 

greatly developed our weekday ministry, as well as our Sunday worship. That 

we should be open and worshipping every day is particularly important in a city 

centre parish. Sarah is looking forward to the new challenges she will face in 

one of Britain's oldest cathedral foundations, and in a manner the mother church 

of Wales. 

During her time with us she has been tireless in building up all aspects of our 

parish life, and developing our vision, and has been remarkable in how she 

combines a deep faith and spirituality with a fine talent in dealing with the 

practical and mundane tasks of managing a parish, its church and its community. 

She has the special gift of being able to get the best out of everyone. We shall 

be very sorry to see her go, but will pray that she will find the same satisfaction 

and reward in the service of our Lord at St David's. 

She will be taking her last service as Parish Priest with us on Sunday 15th April, 

at the 10am Eucharist. After the service there is an event in the planning, not 

finalised yet, to give her a really good send-off. 

She will be installed as Dean of St David's on Saturday 5th May. A coach is 

being organised to take a party from our parish to St David's for the occasion. If 

anyone wants to attend, they must give in their names before 18th February, 

(whether or not they want to travel by coach,) because seating at St David's is 

limited and must be reserved. 

Sarah has done much to raise the profile of St John's to the outside world, by 

making contacts, by her broadcasting on radio, and in other ways. She has also 

spent time on various outside bodies, including international organisations. She 

will no doubt be continuing this work in her new post. 

Let us continue to pray for her in her new work, and that a new priest for our 

parish will be appointed without too much delay, and be a worthy successor. 

During the vacancy the parish will come under the pastoral care of the Area 

Dean, Canon Stewart Lisk of St Margaret's Roath. He will appoint priests or 

readers to continue to take our services, and we should pray also that our 

part-time curate Rhian, who we share with Eglwys Dewi Sant, will be restored 

to better health, and will be able to support the continuing life of our parish. 

Parish News
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Epiphany and Candlemas 

By Twelfth Night, Epiphany Eve, most of the Christmas decorations in people's 

houses, offices and shops will have come down, but the church continues to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus for forty days. Epiphany (6th January) marks the 

time when the wise men visited the baby Jesus, and Candlemas, (or Purification, 

2nd February) when Mary and Joseph took the child to the Temple in Jerusalem. 

Here he was recognised by Simeon and Anna to be the Messiah, saviour of the 

world. Both of these were celebrated in St John's by special services of Festal 

Evensong, with readings, psalms, hymns and prayers. It is after Candlemas that 

the extra candles are put out, the crib is removed, and the church starts looking 

forward to the more sombre period of Lent. As Lent approaches, there are two 

more special Sundays, the first celebrating God's Creation of the world and its 

life, and then Christ's Transfiguration on the mountain, affirming him as the Son 

of God. 

Advent and Christmas

St John's had its usual busy time in the approach to Christmas. Besides the 

additional seasonal services, the church is used by a number of outside organi-

sations for their Christmas events. It was able to host carol services and concerts 

for Tenovus Cancer Care, the Mothers' Union, Kidney Wales, HASSRA Wales, 

the Alzheimer's Society, Ronald McDonald House, and the Order of St John Eye 

Hospital. There were musical offerings from Barry Brass Band, Llandaff Cathe-

dral School Choir, South Wales Gay Men's Chorus, and Oriana Choir. Each 

Saturday there was a middle-day shoppers carol service, and German carols by 

the Lutheran church. During most of December the Cards for Good Causes 

charity shop was open in the North Aisle, and in association with "The Christ-

mas Story" at Tabernacl Chapel there were daily performances of "A Fleeting 

Meeting with St Nicholas" on the West Gallery. For St John's itself there were 

Advent Carols by Candle-light, blessing of the Cytun Crib outside the tower for 

passers-by to see, and the traditional service of Nine Lessons and Carols. 

Christmas Eve, being a Sunday this time, was busy with the morning Sung 

Eucharist, a crib service in the afternoon, and Midnight Mass. Finally there was 

the Festival Eucharist of Christmas Day itself. All these services were well 

attended, with many visitors from the hotels and around coming in to celebrate 

Christ's birth. 

Parish News ...
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Birthday Present for St John!

Last year on our Patronal Festival, Canon Sarah challenged us all to start saving, 

to give a 'birthday present for St John' on the Patronal Festival this year - Sunday 

24 June. It will be a celebration of all the joy we share as God's people in this 

place, as well as a pledge of our support for our growing role in the life of the 

City, with a building project to help us fulfil our vision and calling. 

Little did she know that she would not be with us - but her challenge to give a 

financial gift to support the growing work of our church will not be forgotten! 

Archdeacon Peggy will be with us that morning, and will be ready to share our 

past joys, and our hopes for the future. And she will receive our gifts in the name 

of the Lord we serve, and pray his blessing upon their use. 

Already we have made tremendous progress and have a wonderful design for 

our new build, and major promises of support to complete it. Let us prepare to 

give with glad and generous hearts - so if you aren't saving already, get to it; and 

if you are, keep up the good work!

Thank you, everyone!

(and watch this space … we shall soon have special collection boxes!) 

Vestry Redevelopment

The project to redevelop the vestry block to better meet our present and future 

needs continues to make progress. Canon Sarah has outlined the present position 

in her pastoral letter. Some changes to the proposed design have been made in 

response to various comments, and the latest update to plans is on display in the 

north aisle. This is still not finalised, so any further comments are still welcome. 

Some of the changes are expected to reduce the cost, without sacrificing its 

usability, and exploration of funding sources is under way. A substantial sum 

still needs to be raised above the St James money and our own reserves that we 

have available, but initial signs are encouraging, and it is felt that the project will 

be viable. We will need to secure one or two major grants, supported by smaller 

grants and donations. Every little helps, and many ideas for fund-raising are 

being considered. Watch for future news.  

Parish News ...

Keep your Stamps

If you get letters with stamps on, then bring the stamps into church. We have an 

envelope in which we are collecting them for RNIB. They can sell them on to 

stamp dealers. We will continue collecting until the end of February. 
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Marjorie Cox

Most of the more long standing members of 

our congregation will remember Marjorie 

Cox, who sang alto in our choir for a great 

many years. She was very regular and 

always on hand, and acted as music 

librarian. She was also a good pianist, and 

indeed sometimes acted as assistant 

organist, playing for services when the 

regular organist Gareth wasn't available. 

She was also expert in Calligraphy, helping 

to keep the church records up-to-date. 

Advancing years and travelling difficulties 

meant that she could no longer attend 

regularly, and she gradually fell out of her 

church life, though not out of our thoughts. 

Becoming more forgetful, she could no 

longer mange to live in her own home, so 

has moved to a residential home, The 

Manor Care Home in the St Hilary near 

Cowbridge. Recently, both Philip and Pauline have been to visit her, and 

although she has some memory loss seems happy and comfortable in her new 

surroundings. It seems that she still enjoys music and still has the ability to play 

the piano, so in a future visit they plan to take her some music to play. She has 

the best wishes of all those in the church who can remember her.  

June Bowden

The funeral took place in St John's on 19th January of June Bowden who died 

at the age of 82. Although not a regular worshipper at our church, she had strong 

associations with it. Born in Porth, she always considered herself a valleys girl, 

although in later life she travelled to various parts of the world, as her husband 

moved around in his work. She spent many years in Sarawak, now part of 

Indonesia, before returning to South Wales and Rhiwbina, Cardiff. Her life was 

struck by tragedy when her daughter Cheryl died suddenly in our churchyard 

while still a young woman, leaving a young daughter Kim. June donated a bench 

to the church in Cheryl's memory, which can be seen near the font. June's 

funeral was attended by many people who knew her including some from 

Sarawak and other places overseas where she had lived. Our sympathy goes out 

to all her family and friends. May she rest in peace.  

Parish News ...

Marjorie, at the 

Manor Care Home
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Almost from its beginnings the Christian church has tended to fragment with 

different branches adopting different traditions of worship, and sometimes this 

became quite fractious. During the 20th and 21st centuries a movement has 

started to bring its branches back together, with the emphasis on unity of faith 

more than difference of tradition. Progress in the last 50 years or so has been 

quite remarkable, with Christians of different denominations who a century ago 

were hardly on speaking terms now worshipping together. Prayer is constantly 

needed to maintain this momentum, which is why each year there is a Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity. This year it was from 18th to 25th January, and was 

marked in Cardiff by a joint service organised by Cardiff Cytûn City and Bay 

on 24th January in the Friends' Meeting House, Charles Street. It was attended 

by representatives of many of the churches and chapels in the central and 

docklands areas of Cardiff.

BBC Radio 4

Another Big Congregation …
On Sunday 25 February, BBC Radio 4's Sunday Worship will be broadcast live 

from St John's to a congregation of around 1.6million!  This will be part of their 

Lenten series, and the service will be led by Revd Dyfrig Lloyd with Canon 

Sarah as the preacher. 

As with last year, there will be a visiting choir to lead the singing - this year, the 

Cantemus Chamber Choir. As with last year's broadcast, marking the retirement 

of Archbishop Barry, everyone who would like is welcome to be at the service 

BUT is asked also to attend the rehearsal on Saturday 24 September, from 10am 

to 1pm if at all possible. We do a practice run-through, and then a full run-

through that is recorded so there is a back-up which can be used if any technical 

hitches arise the following morning. On the Sunday, please be at St John's by 

7.50am, as we shall lock ourselves in to avoid interruptions!

Sunday Bible Book Club

The Sunday Bible Book Club has recommenced after its Christmas break. It 

meets each Sunday lunchtime in the vestry/tea room for study of a particular 

book of the Bible. Starting at 12:00 for lunch, it continues with study until 2 pm. 

If you are interested in joining the group you will be very welcome. 

Parish News ...
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Lent Group 2018

The Lent Group will meet at the vicarage on Wednesday evenings at 7 pm from 

21st Feb. to 21st March. They are studying the book by Peter Waddell, "Joy - 

The Meaning of the Sacraments". 

Do you remember the definition of a Sacrament from your Confirmation? It is 

'an outward and visible signs of an inward and spiritual grace'. Perhaps you were 

taught there are two, which Jesus Christ taught us to practice: Baptism and 

Eucharist. Or what about confirmation, marriage, and ordination, alongside 

anointing the sick, and the ministry of reconciliation? In this book, part of a 

series on Faith Going Deeper, Anglican priest Peter Waddell looks at how all 

these can be 'ways in which the joy of Jesus surges into our lives'.  Each chapter 

ends with questions for discussion, and some further points for reflection. 

According to the book cover, "Sacraments are eruptions of divine joy. They 

happen when human actions or other signs - a word of forgiveness, a piece of 

bread - becomes the form of Jesus' action in the world today. They open up our 

destiny, and move us towards it. They are the ways in which Jesus lays hold of 

ordinary lives and ordinary things, revealing them as even now charged with the 

hope of glory."

The book is available - with a discount - from the Churches Together Bookshop 

in Windsor Place.

They will be kept behind the counter, so please ask.

Looking After People on the Streets

There are two ways in which people are being called to get involved with 

helping people on the streets at night. Street Pastors, and Night Shelters. Each 

has a somewhat different client target. 

Street Pastors would welcome more volunteers. They ran a Recruitment Event 

at 7.30pm on Tuesday 30th January, at Glenwood Church, Circle Way West, 

Llanedeyrn, CF23 6UW. Although that is now past, volunteers are always 

needed. Speak to Peter Watson or Ruth Livingstone, if you'd like to hear about 

their experiences.

St German's would welcome extra volunteers for the Night Shelter they run on 

Saturdays until Easter - to help about every third weekend. Shifts are 6-9pm 

(providing welcome and meal), 9pm-6am (the quietest shift, most in need of 

volunteers) and 6-8am (providing breakfast). Contact Revd Phelim O'Hare, 

phelimohare@gmail.com, 02922 411229.

Parish News ...
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The Sneezy Season

The cold winter days are not best for people's health, and a number of our 

regular worshippers have been missing from the services because of colds, 

sniffles, or laid up with 'flu. We wish them all a speedy recovery. We also pray 

for our curate Rhian, who is taking a long time to recover from the septicaemia 

she contracted last autumn. It is a case of two steps forward and one-and-a-half 

back, as she seems to be recovering well, then just goes back again. She is 

wanting to get back to her duties, but is wisely advised not to start until she is 

well and truly better and has got her strength back. Hopefully the warmer spring 

weather, when it comes, will give her and everyone a boost. There was also 

concern about Joan East, who had a fainting episode in church during a service 

recently. It was very concerning at the time and paramedics attended, but has 

been confirmed as no more than a faint, and she is getting out again. 

... Parish News

WANTED!  CHURCH WARDEN!

Rob Stogdon stands down as Churchwarden at the Annual Vestry on 

April 8th. Thank you, Rob, for all you have done! And thank you that you 

will continue to care for the building. So we need a new warden, to work 

alongside Evan, with the PCC, to guide St John’s into the next chapter of 

our life. 

Until we get a new Vicar, we shall be steered by Archdeacon Peggy 

Jackson, and Area Dean, Canon Stewart Lisk, both of whom know us well 

– and hope that Rhian will be well enough to return later in the year. And 

our Architect, Amanda Needham, who is designing and project 

managing, will keep the building project headed in the right direction, 

together with the sub-committee, headed by Evan and Richard. 

So the responsibility of being warden, though important, need not be 

too time-consuming. If you think God might be calling you to offer 

yourself, or might be calling someone you know, have a word with Evan 

and Rob, or Richard, a former warden, or with Sarah. PCC members all 

have a ‘job description’ from the Church in Wales’ handbook.
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The church has a number of opportunities for group based Lenten Study. 

Sundays 12.45 pm

The Bible Study group meets in the vestry tea room each Sunday at 
12.00pm for some lunch, which is followed by a session of Bible study. More 
information is given on page 9. 

Mondays 12.30 pm

Word for the City meets in the church each Monday to look at aspects of 
faith. It continues with study and discussion based on Tom Wright's book, 
Spiritual and Religious, embarking on 'Part 2 - On Being Church for the 
World'. After completing that book it will continue with the book by Peter 
Waddell also being studied by the Wednesday evening group, as below. 

Tuesdays 2.00 pm

During Lent the Tuesday Group will meet every week in the vestry tea room 
to look at the Psalms. The Psalms are among the most beloved words of 
Scripture, often known as the Prayer Book, or Hymn Book, of the Bible. Many 
people, over the centuries, have recorded how they have been especially 
dear to them in times of uncertainty, searching, trouble, distress or fear of 
any sort. So this Lent in the Tuesday Group we shall meditate in words - and 
in colour! - on a few of the Psalms that have particularly touched generations 
of God's people. As the Psalmist says, 'O give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
good! His steadfast love endures for ever!' (Ps 107:1)

Wednesdays 7.00 pm 

On Wednesday evenings during Lent a Study Group will meet at the vicarage, 
and will explore the meaning of the sacraments. This course will be based 
on the book, "Joy - The Meaning of the Sacraments" by Peter Waddell. 
Sometimes it is difficult to connect the rituals of worship to the spiritual 
meaning behind them, but there is great value in exploring how they fit 
together. More information is given on page 10. 

Anyone is welcome to join any of these groups. Please speak to Canon Sarah.

Lenten Study
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The 2018 series of monthly lunchtime organ concerts is well under way. In 

January we heard local organist Robert Court perform a programme beautifully 

attuned to our fine organ. The February concert included singers as well as the 

organ, with a programme from the Llandaff Cathedral School Girl Choristers, 

who will be with us again on Passion Sunday, 18th March to sing Stainer's 

Crucifixion in the evening.  

This year's recitals include a number of performers new to St John's, as well as 

some of our old favourites. The highlight will be the October concert by the 

patron of our Organ Restoration, international virtuoso Thomas Trotter. The full 

programme for the rest of the year is as below. 

March 9th -          Meirion Wynn Jones, Carmarthen.

April 13th -          Dr. Peter King, Emeritus Organist of Bath Abbey.

May 11th -           Tom Mohan, The Dutch Church, London.

June 8th -              Paul Carr, Concert Organist from Birmingham.

July 13th -             Kamil Mika, Concert Organist from Poland.

August 10th -        Huw Tregelles Williams, Morriston Tabernacle, Swansea.

September 14th -   Elin Rees, Bury Parish Church.

October 12th -       Thomas Trotter, International Virtuoso. 

November 9th -     Philip Thomas, Cardiff St John's 

All concerts are on Friday lunchtimes, commencing 1.15pm, admission free, 

with retiring collection.  

Lunchtime Organ Concerts

DEPARTURE

The funerals took place at St John’s of these departed sisters in Christ

 On Friday 5th January 2018,     Mavis Cross
 On Friday 19th January 2018,   June Bowden

May they rest in peace and rise in glory

Notice of Easter Vestry Notice of Easter Vestry Notice of Easter Vestry Notice of Easter Vestry (Annual General Meeting.) 

The Easter Vestry Meeting for the City Parish of St John the Baptist will take 
place on Sunday 8th April 2018 at about 11.45 am, following the morning 
service. All people on the electoral roll are encouraged to attend.
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Tower News 

Christmas always seems to be a busier time for the church than for the 

ringers at St John's!  Various carol services and concerts prevented us practising 

from the end of November onwards although we did, as usual, ring for the Order 

of St John service on December 15th.  We also took advantage of a missing 

practice to have our traditional Christmas meal, again using Cote in Mill Lane, 

where we find we are more than well looked after.  And once again well done 

to everyone in managing to get the total money collected to almost exactly the 

amount of the bill, despite my own inability to add up correctly and thinking we 

were £10 short!

On Christmas Day itself we were able to ring 8 bells thanks to our friends 

Joy and Chris Kipling from Llandaff Cathedral who (as has almost become 

traditional!) joined in with us.  Many thanks to them.  And still on the Christmas 

theme, our grateful thanks to Sarah and Peter who left some lovely biscuits and 

shortcake on the gallery stairs as a thank you present to the ringers.  It really 

does make us feel appreciated despite being hidden away in the tower.

We had a visit by ringers from Cambridge University at the end of 

December, who rang for an hour before heading off to the Gower to stay with 

the parents of one of the group.  Visitors also came on New Year's Day to ring 

a Quarter Peal as a welcome to 2018.  (This was followed up by three more QPs 

at local towers during the day!)  And in mid-January the local ringing 

association held its advanced Surprise Major practice at St John's.  Despite our 

bells being quite heavy and not the easiest for such methods this practice was 

well attended and produced some good quality ringing.

I mentioned the architect's visit in my last news.  I'm pleased to report that 

nothing was found which will stop us from ringing.  There is a water leak in the 

tower roof which we knew about and which should be easily repaired and there 

is bad weathering on some of the pinnacles but none seems to be in any danger 

of falling off.

I'd like to close by thanking all our own ringers and regular visitors for 

their support during 2017.  So far this year we've managed to ring for every 

service bar the very low-key one on New Year's Day morning.

Bob Hardy
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Ringing Remembers 

The year 2018 includes the centenary of the Armistice which ended the 

First World War. Numerous events will take place across the country to mark 

this significant turning point in our history. On 11 November 1918 the ringing 

of church bells erupted spontaneously across the country, as an outpouring of 

relief that four years of war had come to an end. Now, 100 years on, Two 

British government departments are working with the UK’s Central Council of 

Church Bell Ringers to recruit 1,400 new campanologists ahead of the 

centenary, so that as part of commemorations in the UK, bells will ring out 

from churches and cathedrals in cities, towns and villages across the British 

Isles. Some 1,400 bell ringers lost their lives in the First World War, and the 

Ringing Remembers campaign is designed to keep this traditional British art 

alive in memory of the 1,400 who lost their lives – linking together past, 

present and future. 

The event will mark the end of five years of commemorations of the First 

World War. Church bells across the UK remained restricted throughout the 

course of the war and only rang freely once Armistice was declared.

When the war came to an end, the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers 

wrote to all bell towers to compile a Roll of Honour of ringers who were killed 

in the war. At the time 1,100 men were recorded. During the First World War 

centenary events, the Council has reviewed the list and discovered a further 

400 bell ringers who died in service.

Big Ben will also strike at 11 am to mark the centenary. The iconic clock 

tower is currently enveloped in scaffolding while major works take place, and 

the bells are silent, but they will be switched back on again on 11 November 

this year to mark the centenary.

The Armistice commemorations on 11 November will begin at the 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery at St Symphorien near 

Mons, Belgium. This is where the war began in 1914, and where the war’s first 

and last casualties lie. The national commemorations will conclude with a 

service at Westminster Abbey on the evening of 11 November, at which the 

congregation will be invited to reflect on the centenary and recognise the 

impact of the war after the Armistice; as well as giving thanks to all those who 

were affected over the course of the conflict.

Bell-ringing is both a service to God and the church, and an interesting 

skill and pastime. Bell-ringers are a friendly bunch, and quickly make friends. If 

you are interested in learning, then please speak to either of the 

churchwardens, or to Bob Hardy our Tower Captain. 
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Ash Wednesday and Lent 
The City Parish of  St John the Baptist, Cardiff

    Shrove Tuesday, 13 February 
          6-8pm , Pancake Party at the Vicarage

    Ash Wednesday, 14 February 
           8am, 12.30 and 7pm, Holy Eucharist with Ashing

    Sundays in Lent 
           10am, Sung Eucharist with Sunday School
             (25 February, we also have 8am, Radio 4 Sunday Worship)
             (11 March, Mothering Sunday)
             (18 March, we welcome the QARANC Association Wales) 
           6pm Evensong
     (18th March, Stainer’s Crucifixion 

 with Llandaff  Cathedral School Girl Choristers)

    Daily in Lent   10-10.25am, Prayer in the City

    Mondays       12.30-1.15pm, Word for the City – 
                       Spiritual and Religious, by Tom Wright (ctd)
    Tuesdays       12.45-1.15pm, and 6-6.30pm, 
                       Christian Mindfulness & Meditative Prayer
                       2pm, Lent Fellowship – Lent through the Psalms 
    Wednesdays   12.30pm, Holy Eucharist with Reflection
               7pm, Lent Faith Discussion Group (at the Vicarage)
    Thursdays      12.30-2pm, Chaplain available for prayer & counsel
    Fridays    12 noon, Holy Eucharist with Reflection

    Thursday 1 March – 10.45am Lord Mayor’s St David’s Day Service
    Saturday 3 March – 1pm, Cathays Community Brass 
    Friday 9 March – 1.15pm, Organ Concert, Meirion Wynn Jones 

For further details, see www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk
 St John the Baptist, Cardiff  City Centre and      @stjohnscardiff
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Holy Week and Easter
The City Parish of  St John the Baptist, Cardiff

 � 
�     Palm Sunday, 25 March  (British Summer Time begins!)
 10am, Blessing of  Palms & Eucharist with Bishop June
     6pm, Service of  Lessons and Carols for Passiontide
�
     Throughout Holy Week 
 Stations of  the Cross:  Interactive Reinterpretation

�
     Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in Holy Week
     12.45pm (12.30 Wednesday) Eucharist and Reflection
     7pm Reflections on Christ’s Passion in Words & Music

     Maundy Thursday, 29 March
 7pm, Eucharist of  the Last Supper

     Good Friday, 30 March
 10am, Stations of  the Cross for all the family
 12-3pm, The Three Hours with Veneration of  the Cross

     Holy Saturday, Easter Eve, 31 March 
 8pm, Vigil and First Eucharist of  Easter

     Easter Sunday, 1 April 
 10am, Festal Eucharist of  Easter Day
     6pm, Service of  Lessons and Carols for Easter

For further details, see www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk
   St John the Baptist, Cardiff  City Centre and      @stjohnscardiff
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Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.30pm 
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist

Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays 10am-3pm for visitors and private prayer. 

Cafe @ St John’s tea room open Mon.-Fri. 11am-2pm,  Saturday 10am to 3pm.

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136

Curate 
Revd. Rhian Linecar  
(part time - shared with Dewi Sant)

Church Wardens
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

Verger
   Evan Chapman

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Twitter: https://twitter.com/stjohnscardiff

Diary Dates
February
Sun 11th Sunday before Lent - Creation Sunday

Tue 13th  Pancake Party  6-8 pm (at vicarage) 
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates (cont.)
February

Wed 14th ASH WEDNESDAY - Eucharist with Ashing  8am 12.30 &7 pm

Sun 18th First Sunday in Lent 

Tue 20th  Tuesday Fellowship Discussion Group 2.00pm

Wed 21st Lent Group 7pm (at vicarage) 

Sun 25th Second  Sunday in Lent - BBC Service 7.50am (see article)

Tue 27th  Tuesday Fellowship Discussion Group 2.00pm

Wed 28th  Lent Group 7pm (at vicarage)

March

Thu 1st  ST DAVID  Mayoral Service 10.45 am. 

Sat 3rd  Cathays Community Brass in concert 1.00 pm,   

Sun 4th Third Sunday in Lent 

Tue 6th Tuesday Fellowship Discussion Group 2.00pm

Wed 7th  Lent Group 7pm (at vicarage)

Fri 9th   Organ Concert  Meirion Wynn Jones 1.15pm

Sun 11th Fourth Sunday in Lent - Mothering Sunday 

Tue 13th  Tuesday Fellowship Discussion Group 2.00pm

Wed 14th  Lent Group 7pm (at vicarage)

Sat 17th ST PATRICK Patron of Ireland 

Sun 18th Fifth Sunday in Lent - Passion Sunday

  with Queen Alexander’s Nursing Corps Assn. at 10 am 

  and Stainer’s Crucifixion with Llandaff Girls Choir at 6 pm

Mon 19th ST JOSEPH OF NAZARETH

Tue 20th  Tuesday Fellowship Discussion Group 2.00pm

Wed 21st Lent Group 7pm (at vicarage)

Sun 25th Sixth Sunday in Lent - Palm Sunday - Holy Week 

(BST Begins) Service of Lessons and Carols for Passiontide  6.00pm

  (The ANNUNCIATION is transferred to Mon. 9th April)

Mon 26th Monday in Holy Week     }  Daily: Eucharist & Reflection 

Tue 27th Tuesday in Holy Week    }  (Mon, Tue, 12.45, Wed. 12.30) 

Wed 28th Wednesday in Holy Week}  Reflection on the Passion 7pm 

Thu 39th MAUNDY THURSDAY - Eucharist of the Last Supper 7pm 

Fri 30th GOOD FRIDAY Stations of the Cross for all the family 10am

Three Hours Devotions with Veneration  12.00-3.00pm

Sat 31st EASTER EVE - Vigil and First Eucharist 8.00pm

April
Sun 1st  EASTER DAY Festal Eucharist 10.00am 

Service of Lessons and Carols for Easter  6.00pm

Sun 8th Low Sunday - Easter Vestry after morning service 
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Vanessa Thomas

PCC Member

Pauline Grainger

PCC Member

Ruth Livingstone

PCC Member

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 18

2018 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 
recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.
 

Friday 9th March 

MEIRION WYNN JONES - Carmarthen

Friday 13th April

Dr PETER KING - Bath Abbey (Emeritus)
All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.

LENT AND HOLY WEEK
Worship and meditation daily, for full programme see pages 16-17.

Palm Sunday, 25th March-10am, Blessing of Palms & Sung Eucharist

6pm,  Lessons and Carols for Passiontide

Holy Week , Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday*

Eucharist and Reflection 12.45/*12.30  Reflection on the Passion 7pm

Maundy Thursday, 29th March - 7pm, Eucharist of the Last Supper

Good Friday, 30th Mar. - 10am, Stations of the Cross for all the family

 12-3pm, The Three Hours with Veneration of the Cross

Holy Saturday, Easter Eve, 31st Mar. - 8pm, Vigil and First Eucharist

Easter Sunday, 1st April - 10am, Easter Festal Eucharist

 6pm, Service of Lessons and Carols for Easter


