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EDITORIAL

Some part of this edition of the magazine is taken up with attention to the 
building. There is the forthcoming redevelopment of the vestry block, 

concerns about the state of the tower and the old vestry, painting the railings, 
and the Open Day, putting the building on display as part of Cardiff’s 
heritage. A good building in good condition is essential for carrying out 
God’s work in our city, welcoming all to come in to His presence. Keeping 
it fit for such use is an eternal process, forever repairing, sustaining and 
developing it to meet whatever a changing world throws at it, trusting that it 
is built on firm foundations. In the same way, we must forever be working to 
sustain and develop our own faith in a changing and difficult world, trusting 
in the True Foundation which underlies all. By binding together in faith, we 
can go forward with confidence into the future unknown. 

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Advent 2017. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 14th Nov.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

'For everything there is a season …' says the writer of the Old 
Testament book, Ecclesiastes (Ecc 3:1). And now it is autumn, the 
'season of mists and mellow fruitfulness' according to the poet John 
Keats. 

The hint of mistiness has certainly begun to hang over Queen 
Anne's Square in the early mornings. The leaves - which seemed 
suddenly to start turning from rich lush green to fading yellow, over the 
August Bank Holiday weekend - are now steadily falling. Summer is 
over. Looking back, it's easy to say that it wasn't much of a summer. 
Well, we did have lovely weather for a while way back in June. But 
August was quite a let-down!
 Perhaps that's why I like autumn. We have such high expecta-
tions of summer, often rather higher than is justifiable, and then can 
feel let down, unreasonably so. Autumn is different. We know it is a 
mixed bag of colder weather, often wet, but we also appreciate all the 
more the beauty of the colours, and the sunny days when they come. 
There's truly a 'mellowness' - soft, sweet, richly-flavoured, says my 
dictionary, well-matured, as of wine; free from tension and discord. It's 
a more realistic way of looking at the world, accepting what is, and 
working with what we are given, without fuss or drama. 
 And that's a good way of looking at the autumn of faith: faith 
that matures as it comes more fully to bear the fruits of the Spirit: love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control. I think they all get easier with practice, with (dare I say 
it) age! 
 Yet autumn is not an invitation to put up our feet and just do 
nothing! St Paul knew this when he wrote to the Corinthians 'He who 
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 
your seed for sowing and increase the
harvest of your righteousness (2 Cor 9:10). Harvesting needs sowing 
first - and God doesn't only give the harvest, he first gives us opportu-
nities to sow which he expects us to take! 
 Psalm 126 concludes on the same theme: 'Those who sow in 
tears shall reap with cries of joy. Those who go our weeping, bearing 
the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their 
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COVER PICTURE  (Photo: R Hall)
The good acoustics of our church make it a suitable place for musical 
performances. The band of the Prince of Wales division, recently formed 
and based in South Wales, is one of many groups and soloists who 
come to play in the church for both religious and secular events. 

sheaves.' I found these words hugely helpful while my first husband 
was terminally ill. They were an invitation to go on believing in life, to 
go on behaving in the confidence that there was real, solid, hope for 
the future. For it is not those who weep, who return with joy. Rather, it 
is those who in the midst of their weeping (for whatever reason), 
nonetheless insist on carrying on with sowing the seed, who shall find 
the joyful harvest that God will give. 

It is a reminder that even when life seems so full of sadness 
and sorrow that we can only cry, then we should not be afraid to keep 
on hoping, to dare to believe that in the providence of God there is 
good to come. Even in our worst times, we can go on sowing, planting, 
working for the future, not giving up - because in due season there will 
surely be new life blossoming, then fruiting, and the harvest will keep 
coming. This is true for each of us. This is true for all of us together, as 
the people of St John's. 
 So let me end with the Harvest blessing: God the Father, who 
created the world, give you grace to be wise stewards of his creation. 
God the Son, who redeemed the world, inspire you to go out as 
labourers into his harvest. God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the 
whole of creation, help you to bear his fruit of love, joy and peace. 
Amen and amen!

Sarah

... From the Vicar

Welcome

We welcome Navina Thompson to St John’s – Navina is from the 
Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf, and is spending a term studying with St 
Padarn’s Institute, based at St Michael’s, as she prepares for ordination 
in the United Arab Emirates. We look forward to meeting her, and 
learning more about her. We expect her to join us from the beginning of 
October.
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Parish News

Back to School Service

The beginning of September is the time when schools reopen after the long 

summer break. So on the first Sunday of the month the church has a "Back to 

School" service, where prayers are said for the returning children, with blessings 

for the work of the teachers. It is an occasion when the children take an active 

part in the main morning service, speaking, leading the prayers, and displaying 

various symbols of the classroom. The hymns are also chosen to reflect the path 

of learning that all young people must undertake if they are to become full and 

mature adults and prosper in their future days. Though our church does not have 

a great many children at worship and Sunday School, as its location precludes 

it from being a family church, the ones that we do have are really good and 

talented in many ways, so their future should be bright. Let us pray for them 

always, not just one Sunday a year, and also give thanks for (and to) our brilliant 

and faithful Sunday School teacher, Norma Thomas. 

'Sip, don't dip!'

Sarah writes:

May I draw your attention to guidance (ie an instruction!) issued by the Bishops 

a few years back, which has just come to my attention, in which we are in 

sometimes in breach. 

Sometimes, people concerned at either spreading, or receiving, germs 

by sipping from the chalice of wine at the Eucharist, instead hold on to their 

wafer of bread and dip it in the wine. This should NOT be done! Especially if 

you are the one who is not well, there is a far, far, greater risk of sharing germs 

by the fact of your handling the wafer as you wait. If you don’t want to sip from 

the cup, please EITHER just receive the bread (which in no way diminishes your 

receiving the Body and Blood of Christ) OR tell me (or Rhian or whoever is 

administering the bread), and I will dip the wafer in the wine and give it to you. 

As I have just washed my hands at the beginning of the Eucharistic prayer, and 

touch each wafer only briefly, this is the most hygienic method. Also, silver, like 

wine, has antiseptic properties which is why traditionally metal, not pottery, 

vessels are used.

                I realise that this may be counter to what you have been taught in the 

past, but it is now the most up to date advice, and we must follow it!  Thank you.

Sarah. 
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Parish News ...

Open Doors Heritage Open Day

On Saturday 23rd September the church opened its doors as part of the 

European Heritage Day programme. This encourages significant buildings all 

over Europe to open their doors to the public for free during September each 

year. Of course, St John's is open for free every day, so to join in the event we 

open up things that are normally not seen, and have people on hand to tell 

visitors about the church. Most popular is 

opening of the tower for public view. 

Unfortunately this year we could not let 

people see the view from the top, because 

recent inspections have indicated possible 

problems with the parapets. But people were 

allowed up to see the ringing chamber, and 

the clock which we don't normally open. In 

addition, the full immersion baptistery, 

beneath the floor of the church, was open for 

display. This feature, very unusual in an Anglican church, is normally hidden 

away so most people don't know it exists. It was installed when the church was 

enlarged in the 19th century, and was used occasionally at that time, but has not 

been used in living memory; except that during the war it was filled with water 

as a fire precaution.  The church registers of births and marriages were made 

available for inspection, and during the day there were one or two enquiries 

from people wanting information about their forebears. The church has 

registers, either originals or facsimile going back almost 300 years, and for 

someone with plenty of time they make fascinating reading. The day was 

successful in terms of the number of visitors with well over 100 climbing the 

tower, and at least 400 visiting the church in one way or another. 

Above: Steve Dutfield 

stands ready to explain the 

workings of the clock. 

Left: The full immersion 

baptistry beneath the floor.

Right: Canon Sarah stands 

ready to baptise; but no 

water!
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Word for the City

The Monday Lunchtime "Word for the City" has begun its autumn study series. 

This looks at a reading of Tom Wright's book, "Spiritual and Religious", with 

discussion of the points raised in its chapters. In the book, the author examines 

the distinction between these two things and traces the parallels between the 

paganisms of the first and twenty-first centuries, and shows how a better 

understanding of God as Trinity can breathe fresh life into our understanding 

and communication of the gospel today. The book is available from the 

Churches Together Bookshop in Windsor Place.  

Rhian Linecar

There has been unfortunate news of our curate, Revd. Rhian Linecar. She was 

supposed to have joined us on the Parish Pilgrimage on 2nd September, visiting 

St Fagan's and St George's, and ending with tea in the garden of her house in 

Drope. Saying she was not well, she did not come on the tour, and when the 

party arrived at her house for tea, it was clear she was unwell. The following day 

she was taken into hospital, where it was discovered she had sepsis. That meant 

a stay of several days in hospital for intensive treatment while her condition was 

stabilised and treated, before she could be allowed home. She is steadily 

recovering, but is not yet well enough to resume her clerical duties. We offer her 

our best wishes for a full recovery, and look forward to her return.  

Parish News ...

Friends of St John's Church.

The Friends of the church will be having their Festival and Annual General 

Meeting on Sunday 15th October. This will take the form of a service of 

Eucharist at 10am, followed by the meeting at 11.45am. All Friends and anyone 

else who is interested is welcome to attend. It is not, as happened last year, 

included within the church's Harvest Festival, so there will be no lunch after the 

meeting, but time to socialise informally. 

Later on, in November, the Friends will be holding their Autumn Lunch. This 

will be on Sunday 19th November and will be at a new venue, Cornerstone in 

Charles Street. For people who attend morning service this will be a just short 

distance from St John's church. For others there are city centre car parks nearby. 

The reason for the change is because last year the lunch attendance completely 

filled the capacity of the room at the New House Hotel. The Cornerstone has a 

larger room that can hold more people. So we look forward to a good turnout for 

this enjoyable occasion. Cornerstone is the former Ebenezer Chapel building 

which was acquired by St David's Roman Catholic Cathedral just across the 

road to use as a community meeting place. It has been extensively renovated.
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Parish Outing

This year the weather was very kind to us as some two dozen people travelled 

in half a dozen cars to the St Fagans Museum of Welsh Life. We had the use of 

the golf buggy to transport people to St Teilo's church though most people were 

happy to stroll through the beautiful grounds, passing some of the buildings 

resited at St Fagans from locations throughout Wales. St Teilo's church, 

originally the ancient parish church of Pontarddulais was replaced by a new 

church in the middle of the 19th century, although the old church which was 

inconveniently  located on marshy ground on the banks of the river Loughor 

continued to be used occasionally until 1970. Thereafter vandalism and lack of 

maintenance threatened the future of the building until it was dismantled and 

brought to the museum. Today the building presents a faithful impression of a 

pre reformation church complete with vivid wall paintings based on those 

discovered under many layers of lime wash in the old building. The whole 

building is full of colour and must have impressed the original worshippers, 

most of whom would have been illiterate and living in plain and simple cottages. 

It certainly impresses our modern eyes, accustomed as we are to white walls and 

little colour in our churches, the legacy of the Puritans still lingering today. 

Incidentally you can still see the original 'Llan' with the churchyard wall and the 

graveyard if you look north from the M4, passing Pontarddulais.

After a few hours at liberty to enjoy all that the museum had to offer, including 

the newly refurbished restaurant, we all reconvened at the church of St George's 

Super Ely where we sang Evensong. This is an unusual church with a central 

tower and transepts, reputed to be the smallest cruciform church in the country. 

We were grateful to organist Mary for coming to play for us and we held a 

collection for the church in appreciation of the hospitality shown to us.

The final stage of the day was at Revd Rhian Linecar's lovely house at The 

Drope where tea was enjoyed in the garden, kindly provided by several ladies 

in our midst who know who they are and to whom we are very grateful. Rhian's 

husband Peter spent a considerable time up a ladder picking damsons which 

were duly distributed to the cooks among us. The day made a profit which will 

be passed to a good cause of Revd Sarah's choosing. Sadly, poor Rhian was 

feeling unwell but valiantly kept going to the end. I hope that by the time this 

magazine is published, Rhian will be fully restored to health.

PG

Parish News ...
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Parish News ...

Pictures of the Parish Outing

St Teilo’s Church, at St Fagans Tea in Rhian’s Garden at Drope

Below: The whole group.
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... Parish News

Pride Service

Saturday 26th August saw the Cardiff Pride celebration, with a procession 

through the streets of the city centre, passing St John's Church. Later on, in the 

evening, many of the participants came to St John's for a service of evening 

worship. The service was led by the Bishop of St David's, Rt. Revd. Joanna 

Penberthy. The service was organised by CATAC, Changing Attitude / Traw-

snewid Agwedd Cymru. 

Sports around the church

There continue to be major sporting events occupying the centre of Cardiff. The 

Civic Centre, the Castle Grounds and the Principality Stadium are all excellent 

places for these types of event. But they do tend to take over the city centre, 

making access difficulties for the church, which isn't that easy to access at the 

best of times. Each year there seem to be a few more. Recently we have had 

Velothon Wales, a 10K Run, Tour of Britain cycle race, and Cardiff Half 

Marathon, all on Sundays. Some, not all, of these events help raise money for 

charities, which is to be applauded, and help raise the profile of Cardiff as a city, 

but it is not helpful to our worship in our church, nor to many of the city centre 

shops who find their regular customers put off. 

Shoppers Carol Services 

This year, as Christmas approaches, we will again be holding a series of 

shoppers services each Saturday around the early afternoon. The first of these 

will be on Saturday 25th November, and they will continue each week until just 

before Christmas. Once again the Lutheran German Carols service will be held 

each Saturday as last year. The Carols in German will be at 3.00pm, in English 

at 2.00pm, and it is hoped to have carols in Welsh at 1.00pm but this is not yet 

certain. On Saturday 2nd December, Members of Cytûn will come to bless the 

crib outside the tower, time to be announced. So keep an eye out for notices. 

All Saints and All Souls

These important dates in the church calendar fall on Wednesday 1st and 

Thursday 2nd November. Prayers will be said on those days. But the main 

commemoration will be on the following Sunday, 5th November, with a special 

Eucharist for All Saints in the morning, and a remembrance for All Souls in the 

evening, at the usual service times. A sheet for collecting names to be 

remembered will be put in the church nearer the time. 
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Once again ringing has been a little thin on the ground due to the holiday 

season and yet another cycle race in the city but we did start September with a 

flourish, ringing 8 bells in the morning and all 10 in the evening.

That morning we were pleasantly surprised to see Andy back with us, 

home on a brief visit from his 2-year GP stint up in the Shetlands.  Unfortunately 

(for us) he was off to Edinburgh the same afternoon, on the first leg of his long 

journey back to Scotland and it will be some while before we see him again.  In 

the evening it was two Welsh Colleges friends joining us unexpectedly - Pat 

Wheeler and his daughter Poppy - which enabled us to ring all 10.  (Pat’s sister, 

Tanya, was a student ringer with us in the early 90s.)  Poppy is due to start a 

course in Cardiff shortly so we hope to see more of her in the coming months.

There was another wedding to ring for in early August - a rather less 

elaborate affair than the one in July with no forest of trees in the aisles this time!  

And, unlike the July affair, this one did start more or less on time.  We also 

managed to get 8 ringers - not always easy in the summer months.

A “cherry picker” has recently been used to assess the stonework on the 

west face of the tower.  While a temporary repair has been made to secure some 

rather loose stone, it appears that doing the job properly will necessitate erecting 

scaffolding which may mean next year a period of forced silence with the bells.  

There is possibly also work needed on some of the pinnacles and, because of 

this, we decided not to allow people on the top of the tower on the Heritage 

Open Day in late September.  However, the ringing room was open as usual and, 

as a compensation for the closed top, we also had the clock mechanism on view.

In the wider world of ringing, the annual joint practice between the three 

South Wales ringing associations - ourselves, the Swansea & Brecon Guild and 

the St David’s Guild - was recently held at Llandaff Cathedral.  This was well 

attended and our own Neda distinguished herself  by very competently ringing 

the Cathedral’s 24cwt tenor having only rung our own (at 25cwt) just once 

before!

There is also the annual “All Wales” ringing competition being held at 

Abergavenny at the end of September in which all four Welsh associations (the 

fourth is the North Wales Assoc) take part.  St John’s is not directly involved in 

this but, like the joint practice, it is always a good occasion to meet up with 

friends we do not see so often.  It’s also an occasion when our own association 

often takes the main trophy!

Bob Hardy

Tower News 
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Music in the Church

Band Concert.

Friday 4th August was a musical 

day in the church, with two concerts 

in one day. At lunchtime we heard 

the sound of the Band of the Prince 

of Wales' Division, an army band 

with a difference, in that its 

constitution and repertoire is that of 

a Brass Band, rather than the more 

usual military or marching bands of 

the army. The concert opened with 

a fanfare played from the west 

gallery, using fanfare trumpets, creating a really thrilling sound. For the rest of 

the concert, they kept to the brass band tradition, playing a wide variety of music 

of different styles, ranging from a setting of Men of Harlech to the very modern 

Windows of the World, by Peter Graham.  The band, which is based at St 

Athans, is relatively young, and still growing in numbers. As well as giving 

concerts in South Wales, its military duties take it all over the world. 

Choir Concert.

The same day, in the evening, there was another concert, this time by the 

familiar Cardiff Arms Male Choir. As before, they performed alongside a guest 

choir, on this occasion the Lóu Praelarnir Icelandic Male Choir. It was 

interesting to hear the contrasting sound of the two choirs, and the different 

languages they perform in. Once again, an entertaining evening with a good 

attendance. Thanks also to the church volunteers who provided the interval 

refreshments. 

Organ Concerts.

The following Friday, 11th August was the monthly lunchtime organ concert. 

The organist was Huw Tregelles Williams of Swansea, well-known in South 

Wales both for his organ playing and his work for the BBC. He has played at St 

John's many times before, and did not disappoint, giving a splendid and varied 

performance on our fine instrument, with music ranging from the grand and 

heroic to the soft and gentle. The Monthly Concert in September was given by 

Jeffrey Howard, a Cardiff-based organist who performs widely. Again, he 

showed off the versatility of our organ, and his own playing, with a programme 

of pieces ranging from Bach up to the 20th century, fascinating the audience 

The Fanfare, sounded from the Gallery



Page 13

with a slightly extended concert. And in October, we can look forward to 

something particularly special on Friday 13th with the return of our organ 

appeal patron, international virtuoso Thomas Trotter. He always comes up with 

something particularly special in the way of organ plying. 

Choral Evensong.

On Friday 15th September there was a special Choral Evensong at 5pm, with 

the Voix Jolies, a choir based in the Hague, directed by Klaas-Jan de Groot, who 

studied at the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, and sang with Llandaff 

Cathedral Choir. The organ was 

played by Benjamin Teague. The 

singing by this choir was excellent 

and atmospheric, as they sang well-

chosen settings to complement the 

service. Beginning with the Inroit 

"Jubilate Deo" by Lassus, they used 

the Responses by G Jackson, and 

for the Canticles, the setting by 

Stanford in B-flat. The Anthem 

was "Evening Hymn" by Balfour 

Gardiner. It was a real uplift for the 

worship in the church. 

... Music in the Church

Noticeboard
Cytûn Annual Dinner.

The Cytûn Dinner will be on Wednesday 25th October, at 7.30pm in the 
Cornerstone. There will be a short act of worship beforehand at 7.00pm. A 
speaker has still to be decided. A list will be put in the church for those 
wishing to attend.  

Tea Room - Help!

The Tea Room continues to operate Wed-Fri 11am-2pm, and Saturday 
10am-3pm, providing not just refreshment for its customers, but a warm 
welcome to the church for visitors, and useful income. We are most grateful 
to all the people who give of their time to keep it going, but more help is 
always needed, particularly on Thursdays. If you can spare a few hours to 
assist on any day, please speak to the churchwardens, clergy or any of the 
PCC. 

The Voix Jolies Choir
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Building Reports

Development of the Vestry.Development of the Vestry.Development of the Vestry.Development of the Vestry.

Although there is as yet no visible sign of it, the building project to replace 
the vestry block with something better suited to our present and future 
needs is gaining momentum. Our new church architect, Amanda Needham, 
has got the bit between her teeth, and will see this as a flagship project for 
her newly formed practice. Before anything can happen it is necessary to 
spend time thinking and planning and looking at requirements, so that when 
the work goes ahead we will get what we require, in the best possible way. 
The first thing that was needed was an up-to-date survey of the church, to 
ensure that anything new would fit the building. 

Over the summer, you may have noticed two men in high viz jackets moving 
tripods around church, inside and out, with a small whirring instrument on 
top. These were Andy and Mark from Russell Geomatics, conducting the 
'measured building survey'. They are also responsible for the little black dots 
that mysteriously appeared, then disappeared, from the walls! They are now 
processing the data to provide detailed drawings of St John's, which we can 
use in all our building and maintenance projects. Importantly they will give 
our Architect Amanda accurate information with which to work as she starts 
developing her proposals for the new Vestry block. As ideas emerge, she will 
be testing them with the building sub-committee, with the PCC, and then, as 
they become more developed, with the whole congregation. Watch the 
notice sheet later in the autumn for details. Meanwhile, the building sub-
committee is now meeting on the first and third Tuesday evenings of each 
month, so speak to Sarah, Evan, Janet, Keith or Richard, if you'd like an 
update. 

At this stage the formulation of ideas is the important thing. Amanda has 
prepared a strategic brief setting out our objectives, and analysing the 
building requirements that result from them. Following from this she will 
have to work out what it means in building terms. There will be close contact 
between her and the sub-committee to see that her ideas meet our needs, 
or to rule out the impractical. It will be all important that whatever is done 
meets the finance available. The bulk of the cost will be met by the fund from 
the sale of St James' church, which is held by the Church in Wales, and any 
development will have to conform to their conditions for the money to be 
released. It is, however, most likely that substantial additional funds will be 
required, although there is no clear idea at this stage what the total cost is 
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... Building Reports

likely to be. The sub-committee is therefore starting to look at ways of 
additional fund-raising, and a number of ideas have been put forward. An 
official appeal has not yet been started, but one or two ideas have already 
been aired, including that of setting pennies (or pounds) aside to give St 
John's a 'birthday present' on its patronal festival in June next year. More 
ideas will follow. 

If anyone has any ideas either for fund-raising or for requirements of the new 
development, now is the time to bring them forth, while designs are still 
being developed. Once the budget has been set and specifications for 
tender are in preparation, which is expected in the spring next year, it is 
much harder to incorporate any changes to design. If you want to contribute 
your thoughts to the project, please speak to one of the sub-committee; 
Sarah, Evan, Janet, Keith or Richard. 

Other Building Concerns.Other Building Concerns.Other Building Concerns.Other Building Concerns.

If you were in central Cardiff between 8pm and 4am on 29 or 30 August, you 
will have seen Amanda and a team from Architectural Stone working high on 
the face of the tower from a cherry-picker. This is the first stage of respond-
ing to the mortar fall of earlier this year. They have made the whole façade 
safe, and are now producing recommendations on necessary repairs that 
must be undertaken. These will follow in due course, depending on what 
permissions we need, and how long it takes to get them from the Diocese.

Some work is also needed on the roof of the old vestry, where the flashings 
have been found to be defective in places. This will involve removing the 
coping stones while the work is undertaken to renew the seals. That is being 
put in hand. 

We are also glad to report that work on repainting the railings began on 11th 
September, and will progress with whatever speed the weather allows! Also 
on the agenda for this autumn is the removal, repair and refitting of a 
window in the clergy vestry, and the replacement of the small piece of 
window glass from behind the organ that popped out when we had the 
break-in last year.

All this work will be quite costly, and a careful review of the finances will be 
undertaken.
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Beautiful Hymn

"Jesus my Redeemer, Name above all names." 

- There is a Redeemer.

There is one particular hymn 

which brings tears like morning dew to my eyes.

The composer was only 29 

when he left this world in a plane crash 

to rest in the arms of Jesus.

His wife penned the words to this lovely tune, 

God bless you Keith Green, who left us too soon.

And every time I sing this hymn 

I feel the angels have descended 

to join the congregation in the pews, 

a beautiful melody filling the air 

allowing the Lord into my soul, 

escaping a world of evil and lies 

bringing tears like morning dew ... to my eyes. 

GUY FLETCHER.

Poetry Spot
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500th Anniversary of the Reformation.500th Anniversary of the Reformation.500th Anniversary of the Reformation.500th Anniversary of the Reformation. 

On 31 October 1517, in Wittenberg, Germany, an Augustinian Friar started a 
revolution that brought immense social, political and religious change, trigger-
ing the development of Protestantism. A profound fragmentation of the Church 
ensued and centuries of violence and division. 

In recent times, however, driven by Jesus' prayer at the Last Supper that his 
followers may be 'one' just as he and the Father 'are one' (John 17:21), Christian 
Churches have worked on many levels, both internationally and locally, to heal 
the divisions of those days and strive for the unity Jesus prayed. In a spirit of 
dialogue and a desire for unity, events commemorating the 500th anniversary 
of the beginnings of the Reformation are taking place around the world. These 
events will reach a climax on 31 October 2017, the 500th anniversary of the day 
Martin Luther published his 'Ninety-Five Theses'. 

In Wales, the national event is being held at our own Metropolitan Cathedral 
of St David in Cardiff on Tuesday 31st October 2017 at 11am. Coordinated by 
Cytûn-Churches Together in Wales, the service has been developed in consul-
tation with the Archdiocese. It will be led by Archbishop George Stack, 
accompanied by the Archbishop of Wales and the Pastor of the German-
Speaking Lutheran Church in Cardiff, Albrecht Köstlin-Büürma, along with other 
religious leaders in Wales. The service will be followed by refreshments at 12 
noon and a lecture at 2pm given by Professor Densil Morgan, Emeritus 
Professor of Theology at Lampeter University, both at The Cornerstone. 

If you wish to attend, please speak to Canon Sarah, as places for lunch and the 
lecture may be limited, and tickets are required. We ask, "Lord, help us by your 
grace to be more closely united to you and thus, together, to bear a more 
effective witness of faith, hope and love". This service is an opportunity for us 
all to acknowledge our shared faith in Jesus Christ, with our Christian brothers 
and sisters, and our desire for unity.

HOLY MATRIMONY

This couple made their vows and were joined before God at St John’s.
     On Saturday 12th August, 2017,  Lewis Board & Rachel Beynon

May God’s Blessing be on their union. 

Reformation Anniversary
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Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays 10am-3pm for visitors and private prayer. 

Cafe @ St John’s tea room open Mon.-Fri. 11am-2pm,  Saturday 10am to 3pm.

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136

Curate 
Revd. Rhian Linecar  01446 760007
(part time - shared with Dewi Sant)

Church Wardens
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

Verger
   Evan Chapman

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas

Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.30pm 
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Twitter: https://twitter.com/stjohnscardiff

Diary Dates
October
Sun 1st  17th Sunday after Pentecost (16th after Trinity) 

(Cardiff Half-Marathon)

Tue 3rd Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Sat 7th  Cardiff Hospice Service of Remembrance 3.00pm

Sun 8th 18th Sunday after Pentecost (17th after Trinity) 

Harvest Thanksgiving with Harvest Luncheon 12.00pm

Fri 13th Celebrity Organ Concert Thomas Trotter 1.15pm

Sun 15th 19th Sunday after Pentecost (18th after Trinity) 

Friends of St John’s Church Annual Meeting 11.45am

Wed 18th ST LUKE

Fri 20th Visit of the Swedish Church in London 2.30pm 

Sat 21st  Worshipful Livery Company Installation Service 6pm.

Sun 22nd 20th Sunday after Pentecost (19th after Trinity) 

Wed 25th Cytun Dinner at the Cornerstone 7.00/7.30pm

Fri 27th  Cards for Good Causes opens (Closes 16th Dec.)

Sat 28th SS SIMON AND JUDE

Sun 29th Bible Sunday, Last after Pentecost, (20th after Trinity)  

  (Clocks go back.)  All Age Eucharist at 10am 

Tue 31st 500th  Anniversary of the Reformation – Service at St 

David’s RC Cathedral 11am, Lecture at Cornerstone 2pm. 

November
Wed 1st ALL SAINTS

Thu 2nd ALL SOULS   

Sat 4th  Dedication of Garden of Remembrance in Churchyard 11.30 am

Sun 5th 1st of the Kingdom (21st after Trinity).  10am Eucharist for 

All Saints,  6pm Remembrance of All Souls

Tue 7th Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm

Wed 8th SAINTS OF WALES

Fri 10th Organ Concert Philip Thomas 1.15pm

Sat 11th Armistice Day, with two minutes silence at 11.00am

Sun 12th 2nd of the Kingdom (22nd Trinity) Remembrance Sunday
  Songs of Praise at Margam Abbey with Bishop June 3pm. 

Tue 14th Book Launch, ‘Seven Days: A Pyrenean Adventure’ by Nathan Munday. 7pm

Wed 15th P.C.C. Meeting at the Vicarage 7.00pm

Sun 19th 3rd of the Kingdom (23rd after Trinity) Friends Luncheon

Sat 25th Shoppers Service at lunchtime 2.00pm

Sun 26th Christ the King (Sunday Before Advent)

Thu 30th ST ANDREW   Lovelight Carol Concert 7pm.

December

Fri 1st  World Aids Day

Sat 2nd Shoppers Services in Welsh, English, & German, and 

Blessing of the Crib. (1pm/2pm/3pm tbc.)

Sun 3rd ADVENT SUNDAY
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Bob Hardy

Tower Captain

Philip Thomas

Organist

Glenys Hearne

PCC Member

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 18

2017 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 
recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.
 

Friday 13th October 

THOMAS TROTTER - Celebrity Recital

Friday 10th November

PHILIP THOMAS - Cardiff St John’s

All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.

MONDAYS AT ST JOHN’S
WORD FOR THE CITY - Autumn Series

at 12.30 -1.15pm

 “Spiritual and Religious”
Following the book of that name by Tom Wright, this lunchtime series looks at 

the parallels and differences between paganism and Christianity. 

ADVENT SUNDAY
A celebration at the start of the preparation for Christmas.

 Sunday 3rd December - 10am Holy Eucharist 

6pm Advent Hymns and Readings by Candle-light.


