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EDITORIAL

There is a lot of politics going on at the moment. Elections to the Welsh 
Assembly, English councils, London mayor, US primaries, and of course 

the EU referendum. The media are full of voices calling us to go this way or 
that, with arguments that sometimes verge on the absurd. At the same time, 
the world faces all sorts of problems. Syria being torn apart, Famine in 
Lesotho, and overpopulation in Bangladesh, the focus of this year’s Christian 
Aid appeal, a country where only half the children get a decent education. 
What can we do? Where can we look for sanity? It is by looking towards God, 
his love, his compassion on a fragmented world, that light can be found. 
Whatever problems and challenges we face, the power of the Holy Spirit can 
carry us through. So pray and praise God for his goodness, for in the end the 
victory is his. 

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Summer 2016. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 6th July.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

Dear People of God of St John's, Cardiff

'To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good' 
writes St Paul to the Christians in Corinth (1 Cor 12:7). 

 If St Paul were writing to a church with a Father Willis Organ, he 
might say that God makes each of us into an organ pipe, with our own 
note to play in God's glorious organ concerto of life. If anyone won't 
join in, then the concerto will be lacking, and none of the other pipes 
can quite make it up, though some of them may try very hard!  The 
pipes play as wind blows through them - just as the Holy Spirit is God's 
breath of life in us (in Hebrew the three words breath, wind and spirit 
are the same). 

 Last Wednesday, Philip arranged for the tuner to ensure our 
organ was ready for Paul Carr's concert. Similarly, at Pentecost, we 
invite God's Spirit (who is always at the ready) once again to 'freshen 
us up' so we can all play in tune, clear and true.  

 Perhaps we've got a bit bashed over the year. We may need 
some 'breaking, melting, and moulding' before there can be 'filling' 
again with the Spirit's wind. Perhaps we need to admit we've got dirty, 
and seek a thorough clean. All this can be pretty uncomfortable, but it 
is necessary if we are to 'make a joyful noise unto the Lord'. And 
remember, the message of Scripture comes again and again 'do not 
be afraid'.

Even when we are in good working order, we don't fully know how the 
concerto will unfold. Only the Composer knows! It may be that he'll ask 
us to play in new ways that we've never anticipated; in ways that are 
challenging, even taking us outside our comfort zone, at least at first. 
It can be daunting when the future holds unknowns, or when we see 
the notes ahead are difficult and demanding. But all the pipes are in 
it together, side by side, encouraging one another to keep going. 

 And there is little more beautiful for those who yearn to hear 
the Composer's music, than when the organ is in great condition, and 
the concerto of life is being played by its Eternal Composer, who is the 
most brilliant improviser. (We heard a little of what improvising can 
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COVER PICTURE  (Photo: R Hall)
The spring sunshine early on a peaceful Sunday morning bathes the fair 
grey stone of the tower with gentle light. In this view from the south 
churchyard garden it is framed in the fresh foliage and blossoms of the 
trees and bushes growing there.   

mean, in last month's wonderful concert by Martin Baker of Westmin-
ster Cathedral!)

 This Pentecost, God's invitation to us is to keep following Jesus 
(our Pied Piper - to stretch the analogy further!). It is a call to each of 
us individually, to keep on saying 'Yes' to God's call to go onwards, go 
further, go deeper; to surrender to his love which is always desiring 
that little bit more from us. And it is a call to all of us together, to keep 
going onwards in the life of St John's. As the Vestry report of last year 
made very clear (you can read an edited version in this Journal) we are 
steadily growing in our activities, in our numbers, and in the deepen-
ing of our faith - and also, very evidently, in our love and joy!

 This gives me confidence as I contemplate the building project 
(see later in the Journal). For we cannot expect to 'up our game' in 
terms of what we offer to the city through a renewed building, if we do 
not first 'up our game' in terms of our spiritual maturity. The capacity 
of our new building to help us share the good news of Jesus Christ with 
the city of Cardiff and all who come this way (which is its prime 
importance) can only be effective as we too keep growing in knowing 
and living and sharing the gospel.

 Thank you, for being part of this exciting journey! May God fill 
us and overflow through us with his Holy Spirit, the breath of life!

Sarah

... From the Vicar
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Holy Week and Easter

Holy Week is the last stage on the journey through Lent, as we, in the way of 

Christ, approach and finally come to the Cross. It begins with Palm Sunday, 

marking Christ's entry into Jerusalem. This we marked with special services, the 

blessing of palms and procession round the church in the morning, inside the 

church due to the inclement weather. Then in the evening, special hymns, 

psalms and music for the occasion. Each day in Holy Week there were extra 

services, Eucharist at middle-day and reflection with music each evening. On 

Maundy Thursday evening was the Eucharist of the Last Supper, with washing 

of feet, in remembrance of Christ's last meal before His passion. This service 

ends with the stripping of the altars, the removal of all ornamentation from the 

church, and vigil in silence and darkness. 

Throughout Holy Week in the church was a modern version of the Stations of 

the Cross, prepared by our chorister Wendy Batey. On the morning of Good 

Friday there was a service of Procession around the six Stations, pausing at each 

one for an activity, worship, prayer and meditation on the aspect of Christ's 

journey that it portrayed. The main act of worship for that day was the Three 

Hours, from noon until three o'clock, remembering the time that Jesus hung on 

the Cross. During this time, people could come and go, or stay for the full three 

hours if they wished. The concluding part of the service contains a reading of 

the Passion Gospel, veneration of the Cross, and distribution of reserved 

sacrament. Then, "It is finished," and the people are scattered to their homes. 

Easter celebrations start with the Easter Eve ceremonies. As soon as it is dark 

on Holy Saturday (which in ancient times would signify the end of the day,) a 

few worshippers gather outside the church to witness lighting the Easter fire. 

Fire is the symbol of the Holy Spirit. From this fire, the Paschal Candle is lit, 

signifying the Light of Christ. This light is then passed from person to person 

by the lighting of individual candles held by each worshipper. All process into 

the church, which is in darkness. When they are in their places, the organ plays 

a fanfare, small bells and jingles are rung, and everyone cries out Alleluia!! He 

is Risen!! The first communion of Easter is taken. 

Easter Day itself was celebrated with Festal Eucharist in the morning. It is the 

time of greatest rejoicing, for Christ indeed is risen from the dead to live 

amongst us for ever. The church bells ring, and a large congregation joined in 

this great celebration of praise to God for his Son our Saviour. The day 

concluded with an evening service of Lessons and Carols for Easter.

Parish News
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Alpha Course

Our Monday lunchtime Alpha Course has made a really good start with about 

10 or so attending each week. The course topics so far have been the life, death 

and Resurrection of Jesus and how we can build solid foundations for our 

Christian faith. We have considered many interesting and intriguing questions 

as part of our weekly discussions, and it is not too late for others to join the 

group. The course continues until Monday 10th July. We meet at 12.30pm and 

finish at 1.15pm. If you have any questions about the course then feel free to 

speak to Will Souter or e-mail him at willsouter@hotmail.co.uk. We are hoping 

to have an away day on Sat 28th May when we will be considering the person 

and work of the Holy Spirit.

WS

Stations of the Cross.

As mentioned in the report of Holy Week 

and Easter, throughout Holy Week in the 

church there was a display of a modern 

interpretation of the Stations of the 

Cross, designed by Wendy Batey, one of 

our choir. These could be viewed 

throughout the week, each was accompa-

nied by a reflective poem. On Good Fri-

day a service of procession visited each 

station in turn, with activity, worship, 

prayer and meditation, and singing vers-

es of the hymn, "Were you there when 

they crucified my Lord?" While pausing 

at each Station, a passage of scripture 

from the passion story was read. Each Station had a compiled design, the 

content and colour reflecting the subject matter and the emotion which it 

invoked. There were six stations in all, going through from Jesus' arrest and trial 

to his resurrection on Easter morning. Thus, the subjects were: Pontius Pilate 

(the impersonal nature of officialdom,) the Weeping Women (the tragedy of 

human distress,) Crucifixion (cruelty and pain, yet Christ forgives,) Mary at the 

foot of the cross (love that can not be broken,) Death on the cross, (the price is 

paid,) and Arisen (the triumph of God's glory.) At each Station, its part of the 

story is reflected in art, scripture and poetry. It was a very telling display, and 

we thank Wendy for her efforts. 

Parish News ...

Two of the six Stations of the Cross 

prepared by Wendy Batey
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The Queen's 90th Birthday. 

As you will be aware, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II reached her 90th birthday 

on 21st April. To mark this occasion special prayers were said in our church on 

that day. Celebrations for Her Majesty on her actual birthday were quite 

subdued, because she wished the main celebrations to be centred on her official 

birthday on June 11th. It is a great tribute to her that she continues to fulfil her 

role a good quarter-century after most other people would have retired. 

Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps. 

This organisation serves the needs of the army in both military and NHS 

hospitals. It has a long history, going back to the work of Florence Nightingale 

in the Crimean war. On the morning of Saturday 2nd April, we were pleased to 

welcome members of the Corps to a National Service of Thanksgiving for their 

work. The service opened with the presentation of standards and banners to the 

singing of their Corps Hymn, followed by prayers, singing of the psalm and 

readings of scripture. The sermon was given by our own Priest-in-Charge, 

Canon Sarah, followed by more hymn singing and prayers read by members of 

the Corps. Closing prayers were said by the Corps Padre, Revd. Major Martin 

Spain, and the service concluded with the singing of the National Anthems and 

the blessing. . 

Parish News ...

War Widows Association.

The War Widows Association of Great Britain 

held their Annual General Meeting in Cardiff 

in April. We were delighted to welcome 

members of the association to join us for our 

morning service on Sunday 10th April, 

including their president, Baroness Fookes 

DBE DL. They expressed appreciation of the 

warm welcome they received from us. The 

Association was formed in 1971 and today has 

more than 4,000 members. Its work 

encompasses those who have suffered 

bereavement as a result of World War II and 

all conflicts since then including Iraq and 

Afghanistan. It also represents those who have 

suffered the loss of their partner and in 

peacetime, when the death was attributable to 

their service life.

Canon Sarah with Batoness 

Fookes, president of the 

Association.
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Grangetown Parish. 

Following the retirement of Fr. Graham Francis from St 

Mary's, Butetown, Father David Morris is to be licensed 

as priest-in-charge of Grangetown, St Paul with St Dyfrig 

and St Samson. He is currently associate priest of the 

parishes of Cardiff St Mary and of Grangetown. The 

Grangetown churches of St Paul, with St Dyfrig and St 

Samson, have been made a separate parish. Fr David was  

licensed by the Assistant Bishop of Llandaff, David 

Wilbourne during the confirmation at St Dyfrig and St 

Samson on Thursday, May 12, at 7.30pm. The transformation of St Paul's into 

a combined church and residential building was reported in the Lent edition of 

this Journal. Four years ago, when Fr David joined the ministry team in 

Grangetown at the age of 26, he was one of the youngest priests in Wales.

Revd. David Morris

Male Voice Choir Concert

On the evening of Saturday 16th April the church resounded to the grand sound 

of male voice choirs. Three choirs joined forces for this concert, the Cardiff 

Arms Park, Dowlais and Tenby Male Choirs. After a splendid opening number, 

each of the choirs performed separately, giving a wide variety of pieces includ-

ing many of the traditional choruses, and some not so traditional. In addition 

there were solo performances by some of those present. The audience showed 

their appreciation of the numbers, and at the end, the choirs joined together 

again for a really great finale. It was altogether a successful evening. We look 

forward to the return of the Cardiff Arms choir with the Bristol Male Voice 

Choir on Saturday 18th June. 

Parish News ...

Ascension Day

One of the important feast days of the church is that of the Ascension of our 

Lord, 40 days after Easter, so always on a Thursday. A special Eucharist was 

held in the evening. In past times, when observance of feasts was given greater 

attention, this was often a full choral service including an anthem. These days 

the service is much simpler. Indeed this year in the absence of our organist 

Philip it was an entirely said service, using the special liturgy for the day. Even 

so, those who attended were able to mark the time when our Lord left this earth 

and returned to his Father in Heaven. Exactly what happened on that occasion 

is difficult to discern, as there are variations in the various biblical accounts; but 

we know that Jesus was taken from the sight of the disciples. Though he 

disappeared from human view, yet he remains always with us. 
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Rhian Linecar to be Priested

It is now a year since Rhian joined us and 

Dewi Sant jointly as a Deacon. It is now the 

time for her to be made a priest. This will take 

place at the Petertide Ordination Service at 

Llandaff Cathedral on Saturday 25th June at 

10.30am. She will very much welcome support 

from both congregations on this very impor-

tant occasion for her. The cathedral is always 

full for these occasions, so to find a good seat 

be sure to get there early. She will preside at 

her first Eucharist as priest the following day 

at Dewi Sant in a bilingual service to which all 

are invited. Revd Gethin Abraham Williams, 

former Cytun Chief Executive, will preach. 

The Revd Eddie Davies will lead the service at 

St John's that morning. Rhian will preside for 

the first time at St Johns on Sunday 3rd July 

for the 10.00am morning Eucharist, with Revd Dyfrig Lloyd as guest preacher.  

A party will follow! 

Rhian has settled in well at her two churches, and she has warmed to us as we 

have warmed to her. Already as a deacon she has been very useful at furthering 

our ministry in the city centre. May God bless her abundantly as she continues 

in her work in His holy ministry. We give her our best wishes for the future.  

Society Sunday

The 12th June is 'Society Sunday' when congregations across the UK are 

encouraged to link up with those who serve their community through public 

office and in other ways: so we may better know how to support them, in prayer 

and action, and they might know our thanks and encouragement. Premier Radio, 

who are behind this initiative, have asked us to host a 'Service for Wales'. We 

will have a guest speaker from the world of politics, and will also mark the 

Queen's 90th birthday, as part of the weekend's official celebrations.  

Parish News ...

Revd. Rhian Linecar
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Velathon Wales

On Sunday 22nd May the Velathon Wales cycle race will take place, starting 

and ending in central Cardiff. This will result in road closures around the church 

during the whole day. The race starts in St Mary Street with the first riders 

leaving at 7.00am, and others up to 9am. A separate Pro race will start in St 

Mary Street about 12.30pm. Up to 18,000 riders will be assembling in Cathays 

Park from 6.00am, with all the road around the castle closed until after mid-day.  

The 140km route takes them as far as Abergavenny and back, with the return 

route through Lisvane, Llanishen and past Roath Park. Roads in this area will 

be closed until 6.00pm. In the morning, access to the church by vehicle will not 

be possible, but it will be possible to get to the Westgate Street NCP Car Park 

from the south end, and the St David's Car Park via Churchill Way. In the 

evening, access to the church should be possible, but there will still be road 

closures affecting people approaching the city centre from the north. 

Electricity Substation. 

A couple of months ago our observant Canon Sarah noticed some workmen 

digging a large hole in St John's Square just next to the church railings. Stopping 

to ask what they were doing, they told her they were installing an electricity 

substation. On asking how large it would be, (it was a large hole,) she was told 

it would be a nine-foot dark-green metal cube, not exactly in harmony with our 

historic grade 1 listed building, and blocking the public view of it. She immedi-

ately informed the Church in Wales property office, who took the matter up with 

the Council and the electricity company. Fortunately, the combined efforts were 

successful, and we are pleased to find that the large metal box has been located 

elsewhere in St John's Square. 

... Parish News

The Easter Garden Reminding us of 

Christ’s Death and 

Resurrection
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Tower News 

Saturday April 2nd was a busy day at St John's.  Our church had been 

chosen by the Queen Alexander Royal Army Nursing Corps for their annual 

service and we were asked to provide ringers.  Despite quite a few being away, 

including all our normal key-holders, we managed to raise a band of eight.  That 

was in the morning.  The same afternoon the Llandaff Branch of the local 

ringing association held one of its monthly practice meetings here.  (The last 

time we hosted the Branch was in 2012 for its AGM.)  Thanks to Steve Dutfield 

for looking after my keys and opening the tower for both events.

A number have been away in recent weeks and this has left us on 

occasions with insufficient numbers to ring.  As usual it seems to be the morning 

service which suffers.

We had our routine maintenance visit from Taylor's bellfoundry just 

before Easter and all was pronounced to be in good order apart from some minor 

issues which we can deal with ourselves.  One is simply that we need to apply 

some paint to the steel headstocks and one of the bearing covers, which are 

showing early signs of rust.  Another is to replace the tenor clapper pivot pin 

with one which has a grease nipple, which will help prevent the bush from 

wearing.  All the other clapper pivots have this feature.

We would normally be looking forward at this time to arranging the dates 

for our regular tower open days.  However, the door which opens onto the tower 

roof, which has been in a rather rickety state for some while, has become 

dangerously loose and its frame is parting company with the tower.  Matters are 

in hand to deal with this, which may involve a temporary repair to keep the 

weather out, but putting a new frame into the rather delicate stonework (dated 

1473!) is a skilled job and this may take time.

In a past issue I referred to the "All Wales" ringing competition which 

took place last September at Llanbadarn Fawr near Aberystwyth.  Members of 

the St John's band formed part of the team which won the 8-bell section and we 

have just been passed the J Arthur Hoare Memorial trophy, a beautifully 

engraved silver tray, to display in the tower for a month or so before it moves 

on.  

The J Arthur Hoare                                                    Memorial Trophy



Page 12

2016 Annual Vestry – Mission Report

In today’s collect, for the Third Sunday of Easter, we have prayed ‘Almighty 
Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen 
Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be 
strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in 
righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.’

This wonderfully sums up our desire for the life of St John’s as we take stock of 
the past year, and look ahead. May the risen Christ help us to live out faithfully our 
calling to point others to him – echoing the words of our Patron Saint, John the 
Baptist: Behold the Lamb of God!  Follow him!’ and Jesus’ own call to follow, in 
today’s gospel (John 21:1-19). And may we grow in offering holy hospitality, 
summed up thus by St Paul: ‘Welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed 
you, for the glory of God’ and ‘Extend hospitality to strangers’ (Romans 15:7 and 
12:14). This is the heart of our Parish Vision.

Looking back over the year, we have certainly deepened and extended our welcome 
both to other Christians and to ‘strangers’ through regular worship and special 
events.

So, for example, on Mondays, in ‘Word for the City’, reading Archbishop John 
Sentamu’s book On Rock and Sand  and our series, Twelve Angry Men on the minor 
prophets, have both given insights to challenges of today. Revd Dr Will Souter led 
Lent through the Lens, and is now running an Alpha course. In different ways these 
all encourage people to make connections between their own faith and 
contemporary life.  (We also thank Will, Jude and family for running St John’s 
@7.30pm once a month through to July. Though it went well, we felt it wasn’t quite 
what we felt we should be doing – and so we should try something else. So thanks 
for launching the Wednesday community choir, now meeting in their home!).

Our two Tuesday services of Christian Mindfulness and Meditative Prayer are 
increasingly run by laity from across Diocese, and sometimes by Norma, Michele, 
and Peter W – thanks to all! Clergy do not have the monopoly on being gifted by 
God for spiritual leadership!  Thanks also to Revd Meg Underdown who sustains 
Thursday’s chaplaincy presence; and for all who come to Wednesday and Friday 
Eucharists – and often share Wednesday lunch together afterwards, which is a 
good way of building up fellowship and welcoming newcomers.

Since our last Vestry Meeting we’ve also held over 50 special services, concerts and 
other events over and above our regular services and organ concerts; and over our 

Annual Vestry Report
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particular services for Advent, Christmas, Epiphany and Candlemas; and for 
Advent, Lent, Holy Week and Easter. Phew! These included services for the Priory 
of the Order of St John’s and the Worshipful Livery Company of Wales, for which 
we are Mother Church; the annual Lord Mayor’s National Civic Service for St 
David’s Day; the Dedication of Garden of Remembrance; laying up standards for 

the Burma Veterans (their last service, disbanding, on the 70th anniversary of VJ 
Day), for the Korean Veterans, and for British Legion; and the National Service for 
the Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army Nursing Corps when their Annual Corps Day 
was held in Wales.

On more sombre note, we held a service, with Lord Mayor, for the national 
minute’s silence after tourists and others were shot in Tunisia last July, praying also 
for the Peace of the World; and another after the Parish shootings in November. 
We also hosted service for the Consular Association in Wales. That the Consular 
Association, and others, turned to us for services of appropriate reflection and 
response, illustrates how we are ‘getting it right’ in our role as civic church.

On a happier note, the Lord Lieutenant and Mrs Beck, joined us for our 
Wednesday Eucharist on the day HM the Queen became Britain’s longest ever 

reigning monarch (also their wedding anniversary!). We celebrated the 70th 
anniversary of VE Day with both a service (attended by the Lord Mayor and Lady 
Mayoress) and a ‘concert party’. Having fun together is important, and we also 
much enjoyed our Friends day out to Hereford and Madley, and our pre-Christmas 
lunch. Thanks to Pauline Grainger for organising the former, and to Vanessa Hall 
(Chair) and the Friends for all they do.

We also hosted charity concerts through the year and carol services for a growing 
number of bodies; and continued links with the Cathdral School Choir. We joined 
with the German Lutherans in running carols for shoppers, and with Cytun for 
Crib service also World AIDS Day, hustings.  We hosted a large crowd from the 
newer churches of Cardiff Net for Praise and Prayer for City on Shrove Tuesday, 
welcoming them into the centuries’ old tradition of worshipping God in St John’s 
and praying here for Cardiff and its people. We also developed our partnerships 
with Citizens UK, Christian Aid, Safe Families, and Street Pastors – with whom 
Ruth Livingstone and Peter Watson both volunteer while the rest of us are safely 
tucked up in bed. It is good to have this link.

A great delight and support to me personally has been to work so closely not only 
with Revd Rhian Linecar since her ordination, but also with Revd Dyfrig Lloyd, 
including through the mutual support of saying Gweddi Foreol together on 

Annual Vestry Report ...
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Mondays followed by a team meeting. Diolch for this partnership in the gospel. We 
pray for Rhian as she approaches priesting in June.

I’m also grateful for the wider opportunities that arise from being at St John’s for 
me – on Radio Wales and even Radio 4; speaking at conferences, Probus and men’s 
groups; publishing with academic journals and the Church of England. This 
stretches me, and stimulates my own reflection on how we grow in proclaiming the 
Gospel at St John’s. So too does having a curious ordinand – thank you Dylan 
Parry-Jones!

We welcomed Bishop David to preach at Patronal Festival; but Friends’ Festival 
evensong was diminished by transport constraints of rugby quarter finals (to which 
vicar raced off!). This highlights one challenge of city centre ministry: for Velathon 
(14 June) we closed completely in the morning and went to Eglwys Dewi Sant, and 
held our Eucharist in evening – though I think this year, normal services will be 
possible. Additionally, the International Women Police Officers’ Association 
Meeting; the Cardiff 10k run; and the Half-Marathon disrupted our Sunday 
mornings; Wales v Uruguay clashed with Evensong; and the other quarter final 
interfered with both Sunday services. That was 6 Sundays in all, in fairly quick 
succession, which depressed attendance right through the winter.  So our annual 
attendance figures probably won’t reflect what I think is underlying growth. 
Certainly, the Electoral Roll is up from 52 to 57, and it is a delight to keep on 
welcoming new ‘regulars’. We also held 2 weddings, 2 funerals, and 2 Baptisms.

We also continue to host huge numbers of visitors through each week. Hard work 
at displays certainly pays off. We thank St Teilo’s Trust for supporting our Scripture 
Gift Mission leaflets, and Wendy for once again producing wonderful Stations of 
the Cross.  

But quality of faith matters more than mere numbers! This Lent has felt particularly 
important, with our extended reflecting on ‘I have been crucified with Christ, and 
it is no longer I who live but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in 
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave his life for me 
(Gal 2:19b-20). Both the Tuesday Group meeting weekly, and the Wednesday 
evening Group at Vicarage (studying Meg Warner’s book Abraham) have been 
occasions for deep sharing of experiences of faith. 

Now we look forwards to Pentecost, to receive anew God’s refreshment and 
encouragement by his Holy Spirit, making real the experience of resurrection life 
which we desire to share with others, and to walk in on our own pilgrim journey. 

Annual Vestry Report ...
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Continuing to develop our own spiritual life is the only context within which we 
can consider going forwards with our building project! As the Psalmist said, ‘Unless 
the Lord builds the house, the labourers work in vain’ – it is primarily a spiritual 
undertaking. We have made important progress, and now have formal support for 
our broad plans from the Diocesan Advisory Committee and the Head of the 
Church in Wales Property Department. In a fortnight we’ll have a congregational 
brainstorming meeting. The subcommittee (myself, Evan Chapman, Keith Hall, 
Janet Caple-Williams) will then begin pulling together more concrete objectives, 
and we’ll move to test them more widely. 

Also on the building, let me note faculties were approved for laying up three 
standards, and for repairing the West Window after mortar came lose. We also 
successfully saw off the proposal for an electricity substation right next to the 
North Porch!  Window and railings maintenance is next on the list, along with the 
revision of the Guide Book.

All this, and our practical management, serve the goal of promoting the gospel in 
the city.  

Let me end with various additional thanks: first, to Rachel, parish assistant, who is 
proving increasingly valuable, taking on everything from routine correspondence 
and administration, to tackling what ought to be archived and updating our Fire 
and Health and Safety policies. 

Immeasurable thanks, as always, to the Wardens; and also to the PCC; to Richard 
who still shoulders the Promethean work of bringing order to the accounts; to 
Steve who keeps the finances running; to Oswald on gift aid; to Philip, as organist, 
coordinator, recorder, tea spot supremo and much more besides; to everyone else 
who helps with Tea Spot; to Vanessa as Music Director as well as chair of the 
Friends of St John’s; to Norma for the Sunday School and far more; to Bob Hardy 
and the bell-ringers; to all on the locking up rota; to all who help with cleaning, 
gardening, and the multiple other tasks behind the scenes, and everyone who helps 
in so many different ways. 

Most of all, thank you to all of you for your prayers, your support, your love, and 
your partnership in the Gospel. Thank you for being you. May God bless you all, 
and may he continue to bless our church and our city through you.  Thanks be to 
God!

Sarah

… Annual Vestry Report
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Building Project 

Building Project – Inching Forwards!

The congregational brain-storming on 24 April was an inspiring to 

sharing of ideas for our building project, from 'thinking big' through to 

some of the necessary smaller details.

 There is clear consensus our over-riding goal is enhancing our 

capacity to carry forward the life of this civic Church of God at Cardiff's 

heart - pointing others to Jesus, like John the Baptist, in whatever ways 

are most appropriate to our times. Maintaining a warm welcome of 'holy 

hospitality' to all, whoever they may be, is vital. 

 On a practical level, alongside more straightforward ideas of 

developing, or replacing, the existing Pace Vestry to three storeys, we 

also noted the possibility of building outside the South Aisle (from which 

area the graves were moved some time ago). Glassing off the North Aisle, 

even temporarily, might enhance our capacity to 'keep going' (and 

perhaps continue our income stream) during the project. We also 

mentioned both the conservative option of sticking fairly close to our 

existing finances, or alternatively going for something much more 

radically imaginative. Whatever else, light is key, as is keeping the 

sightline from tower to altar. 

 The building sub-committee (Evan, Keith, Janet, Sarah) will now 

pull together a single document, and 'road test' this first with the 

congregation, and then the Diocese, City, and other organisations with 

whom we have close links.

 Please keep sending in ideas, as we have a lot more consulting 

ahead of us! Most of all, keep praying that we may know God's 

inspiration for the project, as part of his greater 'inspiring' by his Spirit of 

all we are called to be and do. Pray God may also send us the right people 

at the right time, to carry this forward. To God be the glory, now and for 

ever!  
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Chrisitan Aid Week

The week commencing Sunday 15th May is Christian Aid Week. Christian Aid 
is a charity this church supports, which brings practical help to people in all 
sorts of need in many places around the world. With all the civil wars going 
on at present, and the resultant displacement of people, its services are very 
much in demand. But is not just a crisis organisation; it is continually working 
to improve people's lives with projects in poorer countries. During Christian 
Aid Week it makes every effort to raise awareness and to raise funds. This 
year the focus is on Bangladesh, one of the world's poorest countries. The 
Diocese of Llandaff has a link with the Church in that country and our 
support has included building a village church which doubles as a cyclone 
shelter; providing barrels for storing drinking water where rising sea levels 
have contaminated ground water; and developing biothermal energy (pow-
ered by cow dung) to give hot water and winter heating to a hospital. During 
the week there will be displays inside and outside our church. As well as 
distributing envelopes around the houses in Cardiff, the congregations of 
Cardiff churches are having a bucket collection in The Hayes on Friday 20th 
May. If you can spare an hour or two to help, please speak to Sarah or Ruth 
Livingstone.  

Noticeboard

Cytun Annual Dinner.

The Cytun Annual Dinner for churches in the city centre was originally 
planned for May, but has had to be postponed. A revised date will be 
announced in due course.
 

Diocesan Festival of Prayer

A reminder of this all-day event at Llandaff Cathedral and St Michael's College 
on Saturday 9th July. It is organised by the Llandaff Spirituality Group, and 
details were given in earlier editions of this magazine. For more information, 
pick up a leaflet in the church, or visit their website  
www.FestivalOfPrayer.co.uk  Booking is required for the workshops or 
lunch, but the exhibition and service are free.  
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... Noticeboard

Jazz on the Taff.

On Saturday afternoon, 2nd July, St John's will swing to the sound of Jazz 
music. It is part of the free 'Jazz on the Taff' festival. Various groups will play 
sets from 1.30pm to 4.15pm. Expect gospel, swing, soul and blues - arrive 
when you want, stay as long as you like. 

Parish Outing

This year the outing is on Saturday 16th July and we are going to enjoy a ride 
on the Brecon Mountain railway with time for an early lunch beforehand in 
their restaurant or a cup of tea afterwards. You might prefer to bring a picnic 
to enjoy when the train halts at Pontsticill. There is a gift shop and cafe at 
Pant station and a cafe, picnic area and steam museum at Pontsticill. Toilets 
are available at both locations and the railway is user friendly for the disabled.
We plan to leave for Llangasty Retreat Centre on the shores of Llangorse 
Lake at about 2.30pm to arrive at approximately 3.15pm. We will hold a 
service of Evensong in the chapel, followed by tea. Our journey home 
through beautiful countryside should see us arriving back at Tredegarville 
School by early evening. Transport home can be arranged if required.
The cost of the day to include travel, train ride, tea at Llangasty and driver's 
gratuity is £23 for pensioners and £24 for younger people. The cost for 
children is £19. This relates to the charge for the train ride.
Please see Pauline Grainger with any queries or to add your name to the list. 
Flyers with details will be available shortly.  

Flowers in the Church.

It is a tribute to the ladies who do the arrangements that our church is always 
adorned with beautiful displays of flowers. If you would like to sponsor 
flowers on a particular Sunday, for example in memory of someone or an 
occasion you hold dear, then please speak to Vanessa, our choir director, 
who can give you details of how this can be arranged. 
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We Will Remember them

We will recall

Our yearly tribute placing

The hopes and dreams that slowly had to fade

We will go on

The lonely future facing

Knowing too well the sacrifice you made.

We will forget

The loneliness and worry

The pain of parting and the tears we shed

Forget as well

The aching and the longing

Keeping our memories of the times we shared.

We will remember

Head held high with pride

We will keep vigil

With our men who died.

KAY TODD

Poetry Spot

These verses are the Association Prayer of the War Widows Association, and were 

written by their former chairman, Mrs Kay Todd. They can be sung to the tune of the 

Londonderry Air.  
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Heaven - A Guide for Travellers.
(Author Unknown)

Accommodation 

Arrangements for first class accommodation have been made in

advance. John 14 : 2

Passports 

Persons seeking entry will not be permitted past the gates without 

having proper credentials and having their names registered with the 

ruling authority. Revelation 21 : 27

Departure Times 

The exact date of departure has not been announced. Travellers are

advised to be prepared to leave at short notice. Acts 1 : 7

Customs 

Only one declaration is required while going through Customs.

1 Corinthians 15 : 1, 3, 4.

Immigration 

All passengers are classified as immigrants since they are taking

residence in a new country. Hebrews 11 : 13 - 16

Luggage 

No luggage whatsoever can be taken. 1 Timothy 6 : 7

Air Passage 

Travellers going directly by air advised to watch daily for indication

of imminent departure. 1 Thessalonians 4 : 7

Vaccinations and Injections 

Not needed as diseases are unknown at this destination.

Revelation 21 : 4

On the Lighter Side
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Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays for visitors and private prayer. 

The Tea sPOT tea room operates Monday - Saturday 10.00am to 3.00pm.

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136

Church Wardens
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519

Deacon 
Revd. Rhian Linecar  01446 760007
(part time - shared with Dewi Sant)

Verger
   Evan Chapman

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

Recorder / Coordinator
   Philip Thomas

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Choir Director 
   Vanessa Hall

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas

Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

* During the summer academic term 
Word for the City is replaced by the 
Alpha Course, Mondays 12.30pm. 

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.45pm * 
                         Word for  the City*
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates
May

Sun 15th PENTECOST  (WHIT SUNDAY)  

Sun 22nd TRINITY SUNDAY (First after Pentecost)  

     Velathon Wales in city centre

Sun 29th 2nd Sunday after Pentecost (1st after Trinity) 

June

Sun 5th 3nd Sunday after Pentecost (2nd after Trinity) 

Tue 7th Tuesday Fellowship - Afternoon Tea  

Fri 10th Organ Concert Stephen Disley 1.15pm

Sat 11th ST BARNABAS

Sun 12th 4th after Pentecost (3rd after Trinity) Society Sunday
Sat 18th Concert by Arms Park and Bristol Male Voice Choirs 7pm

Sun 19th 5th Sunday after Pentecost (4th after Trinity)

Celebration of Patronal Festival
Fri 24th ST JOHN THE BAPTIST  Patronal Festival

Sat 25th  Ordination at Llandaff Cathedral 10.30 am. 

Sun 26th 6th Sunday after Pentecost (5th after Trinity)

  (Rhian will preside her first Eucharist at Dewi Sant 10.30) 

Wed 29th SS PETER AND PAUL 

July

Fri 1st  Oriana Concert for Haematology Day centre 1.00pm (tbc)

Sat 2nd  Jazz on the Taff  1.30-4.15pm 

Sun 3rd 7th after Pentecost (6th after Trinity) ST THOMAS

  Rhian will preside for her first time at St John’s 

Tue 5th Tuesday Fellowship - Outing

Fri 8th  Organ Concert Adrian Gunning 1.15pm

Sat 9th  Doicesan Festival of Prayer at Llandaff Cathedral 

Sun 10th 8th Sunday after Pentecost (7th after Trinity) Sea Sunday
Sun 17th 9th Sunday after Pentecost (8th after Trinity)

Fri 22nd ST MARY MAGDALENE

Sun 24th 10th Sunday after Pentecost (9th after Trinity)

  Concert by visiting church choir 4.00pm (tbc)

Mon 25th ST JAMES

Sun 31st 11th Sunday after Pentecost (10th after Trinity)
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Oswald Barnes

Gift Aid Secretary

Pauline Grainger

P.C.C. Member

Glenys Hearne

Bell-ringer

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 22

2016 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 

recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.
 

Friday 10th June 

STEPHEN DISLEY - Southwark Cathedral

Friday 8th July 

ADRIAN GUNNING - St John’s, Islington

Friday 12th August

GARETH PRICE - Summer Fields School, 
Oxford

All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 

SUMMER MUSIC AT ST JOHN’S
Sat. 18th June, 7.00pm, Cardiff Arms Park Male Choir and Guests

Fri. 1st July, 1.00pm, Oriana Choir for the Haematology Day Centre

Sat. 2nd July, 1.30 - 4.15pm Jazz on the Taff Come in any time.

Sun. 24th July, 4.00pm, Concert by a Visiting Church Choir 


