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EDITORIAL

As we come to Ash Wednesday at the beginning of Lent, we turn from 
the joys of the Nativity to the sorrows of the Passion; it might be thought 

as from life to death. During Lent we examine ourselves, our faith, our 
sinfulness, we fast by giving up something we like, and prepare ourselves for 
the Cross. We think of the price paid by our Lord for our redemption. But it 
is through that price and that redemption we enter the new life, holy to God. 
As a worshipping community we must use Lent not to reprove ourselves, but 
to seek the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to do God’s work wherever it is 
needed in all parts of our lives. That way, Lent is not a time of dismal 
contemplation, but a time when we can build up our spiritual strength. We 
look down in prayer and study, but also look up for vision for ourselves and 
our church. May this Lent draw you closer to God. 

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Easter 2016. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 14th Mar.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

This year there has barely been space to pause and draw breath 
(and go on holiday!) after Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, before 
Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday are upon us.  Once more we are 
called upon to 'Keep a Holy Lent'. It's a rapid move 'from feasting to 
fasting'. This is the theme of a prayer by William Arthur Ward, which 
you may remember from last year, but which bears repeating:

Fast from judging others; feast on the Christ dwelling in them
Fast from emphasis on differences; feast on the unity of all life
Fast from thought of illness; feast on the healing power of God
Fast from words that pollute; feast on the phrases that purify
Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude
Fast from anger; feast on patience
Fast from pessimism; feast on optimism
Fast from worry; feast on hope
Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation
Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives
Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness
Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others
Fast from discouragement; feast on hope
Fast from suspicion; feast on truth
Fast from thoughts that weaken; feast on promises that inspire
Fast from being so busy; feast on quiet silence
Fast from talking; feast on listening
Fast from trying to be in control; feast on letting go
Fast from problems that overwhelm; feast on prayer that sustains

There's something there for all of us - and if you find yourself shying 
away from anything, then perhaps God is telling you this is what most 
needs attention on your Lenten list! 

Yet what does it mean to 'keep a holy Lent'? We are all different, 
in our personalities and characters, and in the paths along which life 
has brought us, and so there is no single best way of observing Lent. 
Each of us must discover our own way of responding to God's call, 
which the Ash Wednesday service sets out:

By carefully keeping these days, Christians take to heart the call 
to repentance and the assurance of forgiveness proclaimed in the 
gospel, and so grow in faith and in devotion to our Lord. I invite you, 
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COVER PICTURE  (Photo: R Hall)
During Epiphany the church celebrates the coming of God to the world 
in the person of Jesus Christ.  Emmanuel, meaning God with us, 
intersects with and descends from the highest glory of God to be with us. 
This is depicted in the banner put on the chancel screen for this season. 

therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, 
by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-deni-
al; and by reading and meditating on God's holy word. 

Within the parish we have a range of events and activities, designed 
to help. Do take up what suits you. In particular, this year we have the 
following:

 The usual evening group at the Vicarage will meet on Wednes-
days (we have decided to swap between Mondays and 
Wednesdays in alternate years, as there is no single 'best day') 
 There is a new weekly Tuesday afternoon fellowship in church 
for those who prefer not to be out in the evening (not just for 
the monthly 'Tuesday group' regulars); 
 On Monday lunchtimes Will Souter will lead  'Reel Explorations' 
as Word for the City considers how traditional Lenten themes 
are reflected in the movie world.

And there is much more besides - see the leaflet, and take some 
spares to share with friends.

And above all remember: at the heart of all of this is Jesus, and 
his call to take up our cross (which may be no more, no less, than the 
challenge of becoming truly ourselves as God intended us to be) and 
to follow him. For Christianity is neither a set of behavioural rules, nor 
a system of beliefs about Jesus. The way of Jesus is the way of death 
and resurrection: the path of redemptive transition and transforma-
tion from an old way of being to a new way of being, in which we 'put 
on Christ', letting go of all that pulls us away from his love, and letting 
his goodness fill us.

I wish you all a holy - and, through the pursuit of holiness, blessed - 
Lent.

Sarah

... From the Vicar
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Memorial to France

No one can not have been appalled at the events that took place in Paris on 

Friday 13th last November, when terrorist gunmen went on the rampage with 

the intention of killing as many innocent people as possible before they 

themselves died, either shot or by suicide vest. People who had gone out for an 

enjoyable night found themselves victims of a terrible massacre attempt for 

which there can be no justification. At the request of the Consular Association 

of Wales, as a fitting tribute and memorial to the 130 killed and hundreds more 

wounded, a Service for Paris and for the Peace of the World was held in St 

John's Church on the afternoon of Sunday 22nd November. Before the service 

the congregation was invited to sit in silence to reflect upon the events in Paris 

and in the wider context of the world. The service was conducted jointly by our 

Priest-in-Charge, Revd. Canon Sarah Rowland Jones, and Revd. Canon Stewart 

Lisk, Honorary Chaplain to Cardiff City Council. The service took place in the 

presence of Dr. Peter Beck, Lord Lieutenant of South Glamorgan, Cllr. David 

Walker, Lord Mayor of Cardiff, and Mme Marie Brousseau-Navarro, Honorary 

Consul of France in Cardiff. There were readings and words from 

representatives of the Consular Association in Wales, people of different 

nationalities and different faiths, but 

united in mind. Panis Angelicus was 

sung by the Cardiff Polyphonic Choir. 

As an act of remembrance, people 

were invited to come forward and 

light candles, while solemn music was 

played on the organ. During the final 

hymn, a collection was taken to be 

shared between the church and 

Médecins  Sans Frontières to further 

their work in difficult parts of the 

world. The service closed with the 

blessing, and singing of the French, 

Welsh and British National Anthems. 

Parish News

The Consular Association Service for 

Paris and World Peace

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.

The time around Christmas is always a busy one for the church, with many 

special services and extra events. This year was no exception. The build-up to 

Christmas starts very early, with the arrival of Cards for Good Causes who set 

up their charity card shop in the north aisle in mid-October. This is followed 
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soon after by the start of the craft fair in the streets around the church, and the 

council workmen putting up the festive lights. They also, through Cytun, set up 

a crib outside the church, just by the base of the tower. Early in December a 

short service of dedication is held by Cytun as a public act of witness. From the 

end of November each Saturday we had a shoppers carol service at 2pm, 

followed by German carols by our friends in the Lutheran church. Our own 

celebration of Advent started with our Advent Carols by Candlelight, then 

throughout Advent there were numerous carol services by outside organisations. 

There were concerts by the Barry Brass Band, Cardiff Polyphonic Choir, 

Llandaff Cathedral School Choir and Oriana Ladies Choir. On the Sunday 

before Christmas was our service of Nine Lessons and Carols, and a busy 

Christmas Eve with German Carols, a children's Crib Service, and Eucharists at 

Noon and Midnight. Christmas Day dawned bright, with the Christmas 

Eucharist at 10am. 

In the series of German carol services which we hosted, a number of traditional 

German carols were sung. We all know "Stille Nacht" (Silent Night), but many 

of the others are well-known in Germany but unfamiliar in Britain. Another 

German tradition is a for a house to have a "Windmill", a nativity scene where 

angels fly around the crib, powered by air rising from candles placed around the 

scene. A finely crafted example of this was brought to the church for the service 

on Christmas eve. 

Parish News ...

Epiphany was marked with special services on the preceding Sunday, and the 

Christmas season ends with the celebration of Candlemas at the beginning of 

February. From this time, thoughts turn forward, towards Lent, Holy Week and 

Easter, which come quite early this year. This was reflected in the Festal 

Evensong on the Sunday before Candlemas, where at the end of the service, the 

congregation, carrying lighted candles, processed first to the crib, then turned to 

face the cross. 

Left - The 

choir for

 9 lessons

and carols.

Right - The 

German 

traditional 

Christmas 

windmill
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Friends Annual Luncheon.

The Friends of the church had their annual Autumn Luncheon at the New House 

Hotel on Sunday 22nd November. It was very well attended with all available 

places being taken. As usual, the hotel provided an excellent meal in a nice 

setting, and everyone had a chance to socialise, with drinks before the meal. It 

was the first time it had been held on a 

Sunday, but clearly it worked well, and 

avoided problems with other days of the 

week when people might be working, or 

helping the Saturday teams in the Tea 

sPot. Rather exceptionally, for a few 

people, they were not able to linger after 

the meal, because of the need to get 

back to the church for the 4 o'clock 

Consular service for Paris, which had 

been arranged at short notice. But even 

so, the occasion was enjoyed by all, and 

a provisional booking has been made 

for this coming year. 

Hilary Morgan.

It is sad to report the passing of Hilary, wife of our Archbishop Most Revd. 

Barry Morgan. Hilary had been a loving wife and great help and comfort to 

bishop Barry in his duties, as well as being a loving mother and grandmother. 

She died on 15th January after a period of illness bravely fought. Her funeral 

was  at Llandaff Cathedral on Friday 22nd January, and the cathedral was full 

with clergy and lay people who had come to pay their respects. In a long and 

very moving service she was committed into the hands of our Lord. Our prayers 

and condolences go out to Bishop Barry, to his family, and to all who held him 

dear in their hearts. 

Parish News ...

The Friends of the church 

enjoy their lunch.

German Village.

One of the features of the Christmas season in Cardiff is the appearance of a 

"German Village" just outside the west end of the church. This popular feature 

forms part of the seasonal Street Fair around the church, and seems to grow 

larger each year, with more stalls, providing German food, drink and music. As 

part of this there is a small nativity scene, provided with a collection box. At the 

end of the fair, the owners of the village very generously donate the takings of 

the collection box to the church, of £870. We are most grateful for this kind gift. 
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Pantomime Treat

The Sunday School went to the pantomime - 'Aladdin' - at the New Theatre in 

Cardiff on Saturday afternoon 9th January. Everyone joined in and enjoyed the 

fast-moving and colourful show and also the delicious ice-cream and sweets.

A big "Thank-You" from Norma, the Sunday School Helpers, the parents and 

the children to the Vicar, the Churchwardens, the members of the congregation 

and family and friends who joined in with us, and to everyone in the congrega-

tion who helped in any way to make the pantomime visit such a fun-filled 

afternoon, and also for the support and kindness shown to the Sunday School at 

all times. 

(N.T.)

Parish News ...

Canon Graham Francis. 

The end of January saw the retirement of the longest 

serving cleric in the Church in Wales. Canon Graham 

Francis for many years has been vicar of our 

neighbouring parish of Cardiff St. Mary's, and there 

have been historic links between the two parishes 

going back centuries. Born in Neath, he began his 

ministry in Cowbridge, and served in various parishes 

in the diocese until coming to Cardiff in 2002. Among 

his many activities he organised the South Wales 

pilgrimage to Walsingham for 20 years, and was 

active in Churches in the City and Bay. We wish him 

a happy retirement. 

Revd. Graham Francis

Street Pastors

 In the last edition of the Journal there was an article by Peter Watson of our 

congregation who was just starting training as a Street Pastor in Cardiff. He has 

now just had his first couple of nights out on the street. It is quite hard work 

being out all night until 4am, but he has found it an interesting experience. At 

this stage he is still learning the skills required, but maybe he will be able to 

relate his experiences to us at a later date. The Street Pastors provide a valuable 

service on the streets of Cardiff, helping to keep it a safe city at night, and 

assisting those who are vulnerable after having had a bit too much. They are 

currently recruiting to find more volunteers. If you would like to know more, or 

find out how you can become involved, then speak to Peter, or visit 

http://streetpastors.org/locations/cardiff/   
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St David's Day.

This year as usual, the Annual National Mayoral service will be held to celebrate 

our national Patron Saint on the morning of 1st March, St David's Day.  

Representatives of all the local authorities in Wales are invited to attend, and it 

is a big occasion. We look forward to hosting this important event, and to 

offering our welcome to people representing all parts of Wales. 

Easter Vestry.

The Easter Vestry (Church Annual General Meeting) will be held on Sunday 

10th April, after morning service. Please put this date in your diaries. This 

meeting is open to all regular worshippers, and those on the electoral roll are 

entitled to vote. So if you are a regular communicant but not on the roll, please 

speak to Revd. Sarah or the churchwardens, who will be pleased to provide you 

with an application form. Joining the roll enables you to take part fully in the 

life of the church. 

... Parish News

Lent Study Group

The Lent Group will meet in the vicarage each Wednesday of Lent at 7.00pm 

At time of writing the theme of the meetings is yet to be finally decided, but it 

is bound to be something interesting and stimulating. Each week will have its 

own topic, so if you can’t make all the evenings it won’t matter missing an odd 

one. Last year the course was on Monday evenings, but because no one 

evening suits everyone, it has been decided to use Mondays and Wednesdays 

in alternate years. All are welcome to join in, but if you want to, please tell 

Canon Sarah so that seating can be arranged. 

West Window

As reported in the last edition of the Journal a small quantity mortar fell from 

the stonework of the window tracery of the west window. An inspection 

revealed that this was due to poor workmanship from a previous repair. 

Scaffolding has been erected and a closer inspection has revealed that, although 

there is no immediate danger of stone falling, a more extensive area of stone 

would benefit from restoration to make a proper job of it and avoid future 

problems. The PCC has decided to proceed with this extra work, as a matter of 

prudence for the future. 
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Tower News 

I ended last time by referring to a quarter-peal (QP) due to be attempted, 

half-muffled, on Remembrance Sunday.  This was successful, bringing our total 

score for QP fortnight to three, equal with Llanishen, and giving Neda, our 

Australian member, a chance to ring her first QPs on 8 bells.  A further QP was 

also rung in December to enable Glenys and Beth Hearne to take part, Glenys 

having been away earlier.  This was Beth's first QP in a method known as 

Reverse Canterbury and my thanks to Roger Harpole for conducting it.

The young lady from Sketty, Lisa, who joined us for a while, has now 

moved on, her employers having decided to move her job to Livingstone in 

Scotland!  We wish her well.  In compensation, one of our ex-ringers who now 

lives in north London advised us of another young lady who is in Cardiff for 3 

months with the National Assembly and we have been pleased to welcome her 

several times already.

Best wishes also go to Matt Greenaway of our band and Sarah West, a 

former Cardiff student and ringer, who were married in October at Bosham in 

Sussex.

Christmas, with all its extra services, always brings some changes.  

Luckily this year only one practice was affected and we took the opportunity, as 

usual, to have our Christmas meal.  We chose Cote in Mill Lane and were not 

disappointed.  Two more practices were lost as they would have been on 

Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve - not the most convenient time, especially 

with no buses in the evening!  On Christmas morning Joy & Chris Kipling of 

the Cathedral band joined us, enabling us to ring 8 bells.  My thanks to them for 

once again doing this.

The Order of St John Carol service was held the evening before our meal 

and we rang before that and also before the noon Christmas Eve shopper's carol 

and Eucharist service, as has become traditional.

As I write, we already have two special services for which our services 

have been requested - the National St David's Day service and the Queen 

Alexandra National Corps Day service on April 2nd.

 Bob Hardy
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Art ‘n’ Soul

Art'n'Soul Project: Reel Explorations in Lent
 

During Lent our Monday lunchtime Word for the City meetings will be connect-

ing with the Art'n'Soul Project by exploring some key gospel themes through a 

series of film clips and discussions. The six themes to be explored, and films are:

The grander vision of pursuing God's purposes of justice and truth in the world.     

(Film: Fellowship of the Ring )

Humanity's need for redemption out of darkness.     (Film:  Phonebooth)

The reality of redemption in Christ.     (Film: Shawshank Redemption)

The wonder of Resurrection Life in Christ.     (Film: The Matrix)

 Placing our faith in Jesus.      (Film: Bruce Almighty)

 Living in the power of the Spirit.     (Film: The Green Mile)

The aim will be for people to eat their lunch while they see a film clip (or two) 

and then to engage in a discussion together about how the themes of these films 

connect with the themes of the gospel.

If you know of any Christians who work in the city centre please do invite them 

to be part of this Lent project. We need a core group of Christians to attend each 

Monday and who can consider bringing along curious friends from their work 

places. The plan is still to continue this discussion series into the summer term 

with a city-centre Alpha course from April to July. 

Anyone interested can get in touch with Will Souter. His mobile is 07807-

384530 and e-mail address is: willsouter@hotmail.co.uk.

We are excited about partnering with other Christians in a city centre mission 

project that we are praying will be culturally relevant and spiritually engaging.

Will Souter

On Shrove Tuesday, 9th February there will be a gathering in St John’s for a 

celebration of prayer and praise for the city. This is organised by Cardiff Church 

Leaders Network and embraces more than fifteen of the churches in Cardiff, of 

all sorts of persuasions and denominations. The idea is to pray for the life of the 

city, its institutions and the issues it faces, to worship, pray, encourage, bless and 

hear. The service starts at 7.30pm and weather permitting may extend outside 

the church to the streets of the city.

City Prayer Celebration



Page 12

Buglife

Safe families for Children

We have been made aware of a new organisation called Buglife. They are 

looking for suitable urban locations in which invertebrates can thrive, and have 

thought of churchyards. If anyone would like to cerate a "Bug Corner" in our 

churchyard, then speak to Sarah or the churchwardens. 

Buglife is the only organisation in Europe devoted to the conservation of all 

invertebrates. Their aim is to halt the extinction of invertebrate species and to 

achieve sustainable populations of invertebrates. With more than 40,000 inver-

tebrate species in the UK, many of which are under threat as never before, this 

is quite a large task!

In November 2015, they launched a new project called 'Urban Buzz' which sets 

to improve urban spaces to make them more pollinator friendly. Working with 

volunteers, local community groups and other organisations, they aim to create 

new habitats or enhance spaces already available with wildflowers and nesting 

sites such as bee hotels. If you know of any publicly accessible spaces that could 

do with a injection of colour, or just want to help out on some of our other sites 

then get in touch! Free advice, training and resources such as seeds, trees and 

tools will be available for anyone involved to make Cardiff a nicer place for both 

people and pollinators.

If you are interested in finding out more about the project or want to get 

involved please contact Michelle Bales on michelle.bales@buglife.org.uk -  

07464828625 or visit our website www.buglife.org.uk/urban-buzz/cardiff

Safe Families for Children is a movement of the church to care or some of the 

most vulnerable members of our society - children whose parents are going 

through a hard time. It's a simple idea really, they recruit Host Families who 

voluntarily open up their homes, without pay, taking in the children for a short 

spell whilst their parents get back on their feet. It's not fostering and it's not 

adoption - just simple kindness and yet it can make a world of difference. 

Besides Host Families, they also offer support through Family Friends who 

mentor families in times of crisis, and Resource Friends who provide useful 

things such as clothing or gardening. New volunteers are always needed. To find 

out more, visit safefamiliesforchildren.com/wales or phone 02921 660555.
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Llandaff Spirituality Group

This is a small group of lay and clergy who seek to be a resource for the Diocese. 

They are seeking to increase a greater experience of the range and depths of 

spirituality and prayer contained within the community of the Diocese. They 

have set up a web page to be a forum in which Christians can share resources, 

experiences, prayers and thoughts. It is open for people to post prayers, book 

recommendations, photographs and links to other sites so that they may be 

shared with the wider community. They will be holding a day to explore 

spirituality and prayer, on Saturday 9th July, which will consist of prayer, 

workshops and other activities. Lasting all day, it takes place at Llandaff 

Cathedral and St Michael’s College. The speakers include our own Canon 

Sarah. In the evening of the same day in the cathedral there will be a concert by 

the choir Cantamus (separately bookable). 

For details see www.FestivalOfPrayer.co.uk or pick up a leaflet in the church.

St Paul’s Grangetown 

The church of St Paul's, Grangetown is having a temporary closure for 

renovations. The church will be transformed into residential as well as sacred 

space, with the nave being converted into housing association flats for 

vulnerable local people, while the chancel will continue to be used as a church. 

This will enable this historic  grade II 

listed building to be preserved with a 

sustainable future and remain partially 

a place of worship. A service of 

thanksgiving led by  Bishop David 

Wilbourne took place on 5th February 

as a final opportunity for the whole of 

the Grangetown community to come 

together in St Paul's church  Although 

the main church building will be 

closed for regular worship, weekly 

services will continue to take place in 

the newly refurbished St Paul's 

Community Hall, which now has a 

permanent space for worship, until the 

proposed works are completed in the 

main church building.St Paul’s Church, Grangetown
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Dylan Parry Jones - Placement student from St Michaels

Hello I'm Dylan! I'm in my second year at St Michael's college training for the 
priesthood in the Church in Wales. As part of my training I am writing a PhD 
on Reconciliation. I'm looking forward to worship with learning from the 
people of St John's in another part of my training while I'm on placement with 
you. 
I'm originally from North East Wales;  a 
little village called Froncysyllte near 
Llangollen, which if you're into choirs or 
aqueducts you might have heard of! I 
studied theology in Liverpool and then 
spent some time living in an intentional 
community in North Yorkshire. I moved to 
London to work as pastoral assistant in a 
thriving Liberal Catholic parish with a focus 
on people 20-40. While I was there I began 
to discern a call to ministry but it was not 
the right time or place. Following this I went to work at the Anglican 
Communion Office for a very formative, challenging, and enjoyable five 
years. I worked on the Continuing Indaba project, first as administrator then 
as communication and resources manager. Towards the end of my time 
there I co-wrote a book entitled 'Living Reconciliation' published by SPCK. I'm 
continuing this work in the research for my PhD. 
I loved my work with the Anglican Communion Office, working with people 
from all over the world and getting to work and worship with people in their 
own contexts. Having said that my call to priesthood was very much wrapped 
up with coming back to Wales, and although Cardiff always felt like a long 
way from Fron, it is good to be home. One of the things about training for the 
ministry is learning to be one's authentic self - a scary prospect! Being back 
home, and speaking in and worshipping in Welsh again, has been a more 
dramatic journey than I expected. An important part of my first year at 
college was coming to terms with being transgender- not an average part of 
formation. There are far more interesting things than this about me, but it 
has been a prominent part of my narrative lately.

I am looking forward to being on placement with you at St John's and finding 
out what being part of a city centre parish is about. And to meeting some of 
you and hearing your stories.

Joining us
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The Poem of Dietrich Bonhoeffer

It took a brave soul, a man of faith
to speak out against the Nazi regime
for whilst many preachers kept silent 
he rallied against euthanasia and Jewish persecution.
This Lutheran was truly a hero 
who spent time in America 
supporting civil rights and then came back 
to Germany where he chose to attack

the Devil and was sent to a concentration camp. 
Who am I? (Wer bin ich) he wrote 
just a month before he was hung. 
His brother too was executed 
for plotting to kill Hitler. 
The poem asks if people view him as cheerful, 
defiant in that most brutal place 
then describes the lonliness he must face. 

It is a sad but ultimately 
an uplifting poem about the strength 
of his faith for the last lines 
are poignant: "I am thine."
Although he did not survive the War 
his poem is an inspiration, 
a reminder that the power of words 
can cut so much deeper than any swords. 

GUY FLETCHER

Poetry Spot

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a pastor and theologian who strongly opposed Hitler and the 
Nazi Regime from its outset in 1932 until his death at its hands. He wrote a number of 
important books as well as many poems. He joined others in forming a breakaway 
church after the Nazis had taken control of the mainstream church in Germany. He was 
hanged, with many others, in the purge that followed the assassination attempt on Hitler 
in 1945. The poem referred to above may be found in many collections. (Ed.)
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Pew Cushions 
People who sit in the front half of the church have had the benefit of the new 

pew cushions kindly given to the church by the Friends of the church. People 

who sit towards the back still have to sit on the wooden pew surfaces. It is the 

intention to provide matching cushions for the two rear centre blocks, but the 

Friends funds will not run to these. The church is therefore looking for sponsor-

ship to pay for the additional cushions. If you would like to contribute towards 

this additional comfort for our worshippers, (which may include yourself,) the 

support would be greatly appreciated. The cushion for each pew costs £120, and 

you can sponsor a whole cushion (or more than one,) a half cushion for £60, or 

a quarter for £30. The pews hold five people at a squash or four in comfort, so 

a quarter cushion for £30 equals 1 bum. The additional cushions will not be 

ordered until there is sufficient money to buy the full number required, so what 

is asked for now is not money up front, but pledges to pay when the time comes. 

If you would like to make a pledge, please speak to Vanessa Hall, who is 

organising the purchase. 

Organ Concerts 2016 

Our regular series of free lunchtime organ concerts, "Heritage in Action" 

continues on the second Friday of each month, with leading players 

demonstrating the wonderful sounds and versatility of our Father Willis organ, 

expertly restored to original condition ten years ago, with the support of a large 

grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. The first of these concerts for this year 

has already taken place, and we look forward to hearing the playing of new 

performers and the return of some of our favourites. We have two celebrity 

recitals this year, Martin Baker of Westminster Cathedral in April, and virtuoso 

Thomas Trotter in October. The full programme for the year is given below. 

January 8th  - James Gough (London) 

February 12th  - Robert Court (Cardiff University) 

March 11th  - Robin Baggs (Cirencester)

April 8th  - Martin Baker (Westminster Cathedral)

May 13tth  - Paul Carr (Birmingham) 

June 10th  - Stephen Disley (Southwark Cathedral)

July 8th  - Adrian Gunning (Islington)

August 12th  - Gareth Price (Oxford) 

September 9th  - Huw Tregelles Williams (Swansea) 

October 14th  - Thomas Trotter (International Virtuoso)

November 11th - Philip Thomas (Cardiff St John's) 
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Shrove Tuesday,  9 February  - 6-8pm , Sweet Talk and Sweet Pancakes
7.30pm, City-wide Prayer and Praise Celebration

Ash Wednesday, 10 February – 8am,12.30& 7pm, Eucharist with Ashing
 

Sundays in Lent – 10am, Sung Eucharist with Sunday School
        (6 March, Mothering Sunday), and 6pm Evensong 

Daily in Lent – 10-10.25am, Prayer in the City

Mondays in Lent – 8-8.30am, Making More of Easter - Praying for Cardiff
12.45-1.15pm, Word for the City:- Art 'n' Soul on Screen: Reel Explorations
Tuesdays in Lent – Christian Mindfulness & Meditative Prayer
        at 12.45-1.15pm and 6-6.30pm;      Lent Fellowship at 2pm
Wednesdays in Lent – 12.30pm, Holy Eucharist with Reflection

7pm, Lent Group (at the Vicarage)
8pm, Community Choir - Art 'n' Soul in Harmony

Thursdays in Lent – 12.30-2pm, Chaplain available for prayer & counsel
Fridays in Lent – 12 noon, Eucharist with Reflection

   Friday 12 February     – 1.15pm, Organ Concert with Robin Baggs
   Saturday 27 February – 3pm, Concert by Cathays Brass
   Friday 11 March        – 1.15pm, Organ Concert with Robin Baggs

Palm Sunday, 20 March - 10am, Blessing of Palms & Sung Eucharist
6pm,  Service of Lessons and Carols for Passiontide

Throughout Holy Week:- 
        Stations of the Cross:  An Interactive Reinterpretation

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in Holy Week
        12.45pm (12.30pm on Wednesday) Eucharist and Reflection 
        7-7.45pm  Reflections on the Passion of Christ in Words & Music
Maundy Thursday, 24 March – 7pm, Eucharist of the Last Supper
Good Friday, 25 March – 10am, Stations of the Cross for all the family
               12-3pm, The Three Hours with Veneration of the Cross
Holy Saturday, Easter Eve, 26 March – 8pm, Vigil and First Eucharist

Easter Sunday, 27 March – 10am, Festal Eucharist of Easter Day
                             6pm, Service of Lessons and Carols for Easter 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

at St John the Baptist, Cardiff City Centre
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Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays for visitors and private prayer. 

The Tea sPOT tea room operates Monday - Saturday 10.00am to 3.00pm.

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136

Church Wardens
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519

Deacon 
Revd. Rhian Linecar  01446 760007
(part time - shared with Dewi Sant)

Verger
   Evan Chapman

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

Recorder / Coordinator
   Philip Thomas

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Choir Director 
   Vanessa Hall

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas

Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

      Weekday Lent Services
Mondays   8am Praying for Cardiff
Tuesdays  2pm Lent Fellowship
Weds 12.30 Eucharist & Reflection
Fridays 12.0 Eucharist & Reflection 

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.45pm 
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates
February

Sun 7th  Next before Lent (Quinquagesima) Transfiguration Sunday 

Tue 9th  Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Party.  6.00pm (Private House)

  City-wide Prayer and Praise Celebration 7.30 pm 

Wed 10th ASH WEDNESDAY - Eucharist with Ashing  8am 12.30 & 7 pm

Fri 12th Organ Concert Robert Court  1.15pm

Sun 14th First Sunday in Lent 

Mon 15th  8am Prayer; 12.45pm Art&Soul on Screen

Wed 17th Lent Group 7pm (at vicarage); Community Choir 8pm

Sun 21st Second  Sunday in Lent 

Mon 22nd  8am Prayer; 12.45pm Art&Soul on Screen

Wed 24th Lent Group 7pm (at vicarage); Community Choir 8pm

Sat 27th Concert by Cathays Brass 3.00 pm 

Sun 28th Third Sunday in Lent 

March

Tue 1st  ST DAVID  Mayoral Service 10.45 am. 

Wed 2nd Lent Group 7pm (at vicarage); Community Choir 8pm

Sun 6th Fourth Sunday in Lent - Mothering Sunday 

Mon 7th  8am Prayer; 12.45pm Art&Soul on Screen

Wed 9th Lent Group 7pm (at vicarage); Community Choir 8pm

Fri 11th Organ Concert Robin Baggs  1.15pm

Sun 13th Fifth Sunday in Lent - Passion Sunday

Mon 14th  8am Prayer; 12.45pm Art&Soul on Screen

Wed 16th Lent Group 7pm (at vicarage); Community Choir 8pm

Thu 17th ST PATRICK Patron of Ireland 

Sat 19th ST JOSEPH OF NAZARETH

Sun 20th Sixth Sunday in Lent - Palm Sunday - Holy Week
  Service of Lessons and Carols for Passiontide  6.00pm

Mon 21st Monday in Holy Week     }  Daily: Eucharist & Reflection 

Tue 22nd Tuesday in Holy Week    }  (Mon, Tue, 12.45, Wed. 12.30) 

Wed 23rd Wednesday in Holy Week}  Reflection on the Passion 7pm 

Thu 24th MAUNDY THURSDAY - Eucharist of the Last Supper 7pm 

Fri 25th GOOD FRIDAY Stations of the Cross for all the family 10am

Three Hours Devotions with Veneration  12.00-3.00pm

Sat 26th EASTER EVE - Vigil and First Eucharist 8.00pm

Sun 27th EASTER DAY Festal Eucharist 10.00am 

Service of Lessons and Carols for Easter  6.00pm
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Norma Thomas

Sunday School

Vanessa Thomas

Choir Director

Wendy Batey

Chorister

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 18

LENT AND HOLY WEEK
Worship and meditation daily, for full programme see page 17.

Palm Sunday, 20 March - 10am, Blessing of Palms & Sung Eucharist

6pm,  Lessons and Carols for Passiontide

Holy Week , Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday*

Eucharist and Reflection 12.45/12.30*  Reflection on the Passion 7pm

Maundy Thursday, 24th March - 7pm, Eucharist of the Last Supper

Good Friday, 25th Mar. - 10am, Stations of the Cross for all the family

 12-3pm, The Three Hours with Veneration of the Cross

Holy Saturday, Easter Eve, 26th Mar. - 8pm, Vigil and First Eucharist

Easter Sunday, 27th March - 10am, Easter Festal Eucharist

 6pm, Service of Lessons and Carols for Easter

2016 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 
recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.

 Friday 12th February 

ROBERT COURT - Cardiff University Organist
Friday 11th March

ROBIN BAGGS - St Peter’s, Cirencester
All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.


