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EDITORIAL

Summer is the time of year that we take our holidays. The warmer weather 
and with any luck the sunshine make us feel better, ready to relax and 

have time off. Everyone needs a holiday, a break from the normal round, 
without which we become stale. It is a chance not only to rest the body and 
the mind, but to be able to withdraw from everyday pressures and expand 
our thoughts and vision beyond what is just in front of our noses. Jesus used 
to withdraw into the wilderness from time to time, to be at one with the 
Father and renew his spirit. Our clergy take time to retreat where they can 
meditate and pray, free from the distractions of their duties. Taking a holiday 
is good for all of us, especially if we can get away from home to a place where 
we can have new experiences. So days off must not be seen as days wasted 
but as precious blessings in our lives. Happy holidays to all! 

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Harvest 2015. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 8th Sept.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

'Deacons are called to assist the Bishop and priests and, through 
loving service, to make Christ known by word and example', said 
Archbishop Barry to Rhian and Kent and those who were to be 
ordained Deacon last month in Llandaff Cathedral. We celebrate with 
them, and pray for them as they begin their new ministries, Rhian as 
curate shared with Eglwys Dewi Sant, and Kent at Christ Church, 
Roath Park.

This task entrusted to them takes place within a wider context, 
as the Archbishop reminded us: 'The Church is the Body of Christ, the 
people of God and the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. All who are 
united with Christ through baptism are called to serve him in the 
Church and in the world.'

God asks each of us to play our part, in Church and world. The 
deacon's particular responsibilities bring into sharp focus for all of us 
the way that service, 'diakonia' in Greek, is always central. The deacon 
is an icon of this aspect of the church's life, a reminder that all of us 
should live lives of Christ-like servanthood.

The ordination service reminds us of particular aspects of the 
deacon's task. First, we hear: 'deacons are called to serve the Church 
of God, and to care for all whom they serve, especially the poor, the 
sick, the needy and those who are in trouble. They should have 
compassion for the weak and lonely and those who are oppressed and 
powerless.'

It is with this in mind that Rhian will help us develop our ministry, 
especially midweek, to Cardiff's city centre. I'm asking her to bring a 
fresh perspective, paying particular attention to exploring the needs of 
those who live, work, shop, and visit here.

The calling of deacons continues: 'They are to preach the word of 
God and to work with the bishop and priests in leading the worship of 
the people, especially at Baptism and the Holy Eucharist. They are to 
be diligent in pastoral work and in service to the community.'

Thus the deacon's task also means interpreting the needs, 
concerns and hopes of the world to the Church and bringing them into 
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COVER PICTURE  (Photos: Courtesy of Llandaff Diocese and others)
The composite shows Revd. Rhian Linecar and Revd. Kent Middleton 
who were ordained deacons at Llandaff Cathedral on 27th June. Kent 
leaves us, having just completed his training placement with our church, 
Rhian joins us as part-time curate shared with Dewi Sant church.. 

the heart of our worshipping life. In many ways the office of a deacon 
is a sign and symbol of the relationship between God's church and the 
wider world. This is particularly illustrated by the role of a Deacon at 
the Eucharist. 

Traditionally the deacon read the Gospel - witnessing to God's 
Good News for the World in Jesus Christ, the Servant King. The 
deacon led the prayers of the people - bringing the needs of the world 
into the worshipping life of the Church. The deacon received the 
collection - the gifts of God's people for the work of God's church in 
God's world. The deacon laid the holy table for the Eucharist: setting 
out bread and wine - things of the earth - ready to be made the things 
of God, Christ's body and blood. The deacon distributed the Eucharist 
- giving out the bread and wine, and taking it out to those who could 
not come to church. And, at the end of the service, the deacon 
declared 'Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord' - to love and serve 
the Lord and by loving and serving his world.  

Today others share in these tasks - but they are still diaconal 
tasks, reflecting the relationship between church and world, world and 
church.

As Rhian performs these duties on the Sundays she is with us, 
let us allow her presence among us to remind us that all of us are 
called to an attitude of service in all we do.

And if anyone is wondering what I am up to in all of this, the 
Ordination service puts it like this 'Priests are called to work with the 
Bishop to sanctify, to teach and to exercise oversight within the 
community of faith.' I'll write more about this some other time!

Sarah

... From the Vicar
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Patronal Festival

The Nativity of our patron John 

the Baptist falls on the 24tth June. 

To mark the occasion in a special 

way, on the Sunday before, 21st 

June, we were pleased to 

welcome to our church the 

Assistant Bishop of Llandaff, 

Very Revd. David Wilbourne, 

who preached the sermon and 

celebrated to Eucharist. We were 

pleased to see at the service one of 

our oldest worshippers, Dorothy 

Wilkins, who having moved to a 

new residence can only now 

attend occasionally. She was delighted to be there, and to talk to bishop David. 

On St John's Day itself, a Wednesday, our patron was also remembered at the 

weekday Eucharist. St John was the forerunner of Christ, pointing the way to 

our Lord, and we see this as part of our own mission in this present day and age. 

St John's Day was a particularly special day for Revd. Sarah, as it was the 15th 

anniversary of her ordination as priest. Let us congratulate her, and thank God 

for calling her to our parish.

Parish News

Cytun Annual Dinner

The Cytun Annual Dinner took place at Dewi Sant church on Wednesday 20th 

May. A bi-lingual service was held in the church, then everyone adjourned to 

the hall at the west end of the building for the meal. This as always was a joint 

effort between the parishes, with the main course provided by caterers and the 

rest of the meal by volunteers. After dinner the speaker was the Revd. Caroline 

Downs, who gave an entertaining and light-hearted talk on her progress in the 

Christian ministry. Although much of the training and life of priests is of a 

serious and sometimes sombre nature, it does have its lighter moments, and 

Caroline's address was both eloquent, expressive and humorous. Caroline is 

Priest-in-Charge of Cathays parish, which at one period was combined with 

ours, so it was good to meet with her and some of her parishioners once again. 

Bishop David with Dorothy
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Tuesday Fellowship

The Tuesday Group meets on the afternoon of first Tuesday of each month, 

often in the church to hear a talk by an invited speaker. In the last two months, 

they have been farther afield. On the 2nd June  they assembled in the pouring 

rain at St. Illtyd's church, Llantwit Major. This is one of the oldest churches in 

Wales, dating back to the sixth century. It was founded by St Illtyd, who also 

founded a school at the same place, believed to be the first permanent school in 

Britain. The group were given a guided tour of the church, and learned about its 

long history. Of particular interest is its latest addition,  the Galilee Chapel at the 

west end. For centuries there has been the ruins of a mediaeval chapel in this 

place, but recently it has been renovated to make it once again useable, and to 

house several Celtic stone crosses and inscribed stones of great antiquity, 

previously stored elsewhere in the church. Despite the poor weather, the visit 

was enjoyable and informative. St Illtyd's church is, like St John's, one of the 

Beacon Churches of the Llandaff Diocese, and a place of great spirituality.  

In July their meeting also took them away from St John's. It is the month when 

they traditionally meet somewhere for afternoon tea. This year the destination 

was Llandaff Cathedral. Before sitting down to tea, the group first had a tour of 

the cathedral, to see its many interesting and historic features. It was something 

of a self-guided tour, but a number 

of the group had a good knowledge 

of the building, and were able to lead 

the others around its historic fea-

tures. Llandaff is also very ancient; 

its foundation dates from the sixth 

century. The present building is of 

later date, of many periods on from 

the twelfth century, including much 

restoration in the twentieth century 

following its destruction by a land 

mine during the war. The tea was 

much appreciated after the walk 

around. 

The Tuesday Fellowship will be tak-

ing a break in August, but will meet again in September, with a programme to 

be arranged. 

 

Parish News ...

The Ancient Stones in the Galilee Chapel 

at LLantwit Major



Page 7

Daphne Livingstone

We were sorry to learn of the death of Daphne Livingstone, the mother of Ruth 

Livingstone who is a regular worshipper and a member of our PCC. Daphne 

came from the Midlands and lived in many parts of Britain as her husband 

through his work was posted to many locations. It was only after his death that 

she came to Cardiff to be near her daughter, and in her final years lived in 

Nazareth House, just north of Cathays Park. Her funeral was in St John's Church 

on Monday 28th June. Our sympathy goes to Ruth and her family.  

Ordinations

Five Deacons and three Priests were ordained at Llandaff Cathedral on Saturday 

27th June. Two of the Deacons are of especial interest to us, being Kent 

Middleton, who had his training placement with us during the last year, and 

Rhian Linecar, who is to join us as a part time curate, shared with Dewi Sant. 

We have come to know Kent well during his time with us, and we are sure that 

he will go on to do much good work for the Lord. He will be spending the next 

year assisting at Christ Church Roath Park, before being ordained priest by the 

Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf to serve in the Middle East. Rhian, a natural 

Welsh speaker, will spend the next year work-

ing with our church and Dewi Sant, which is 

where she will be most Sundays, and helping 

Sarah with city ministry during the week. She 

has already taken part in Sunday worship with 

us, and will do so from time to time, giving us 

a good opportunity to get to know her well. 

Our prayers and support go to the both of 

them, as well as to all those ordained this 

Petertide.  

Parish News ...

Rhian Kent
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Concerts and Recitals

A number of musical events have taken place in the church in the past few weeks. 

Christians in Iraq - Carl Bahoshy Christians in Iraq - Carl Bahoshy Christians in Iraq - Carl Bahoshy Christians in Iraq - Carl Bahoshy 

On Saturday 23rrd May Carl Bahoshy, a young professional musician 

performed a recital of piano and organ music in the church to raise awareness of 

and funds for the plight of Christians in Iraq, the homeland of his parents. It is 

estimated that more than 125,000 Christians have been forced from their homes 

by extremists who have taken over about half of the nation. Churches have been 

demolished, unauthorised gatherings are banned, and disobedience can lead to 

public execution. Carl, who is resident organist of St. Elizabeth of Portugal RC 

Church, Richmond, gave a performance of varied music on both the organ and 

the piano over several centuries of composers from the old classics through to 

modern composers.

The recital began with prayer. There was a screen set up with a rolling series of 

photographs, with written commentary, of Christian sites in Iraq, as they had 

been, and then of many of them after suffering damage or desecration; of people 

as they were, and now, as they fled, or in refugee camps. Carl is very conscious 

that God has given him this gift of being able to play so well, and he works only 

part time so as to be able to dedicate himself to raising money for Iraqi 

Christians in need. The concert, which produced over £1000 for his cause,  was 

one of a series he is performing that have raised over £60,000 so far. For more 

information, visit http://www.icin.org.uk/.  

The Stithians Ladies ChoirThe Stithians Ladies ChoirThe Stithians Ladies ChoirThe Stithians Ladies Choir

The Stithians Ladies Choir from Cornwall, whose motto is For the Joy of 

Singing and Friendship, gave an excellent lunchtime concert in St Johns on 

Friday 29th May. The choir of some thirty singers young and older sang an 

entertaining programme in excellent style with a good pure tone and were 

clearly well rehearsed, singing most of their programme from memory. Some of 

their repertoire was from a modern show called Ocean World, originally written 

to teach young people to respect our seas and the creatures that live therein. The 

show was staged last winter in St Stithian's church and the choir's website shows 

the spectacular staging with seascapes projected on the church walls and large 

wire and paper whales and fish suspended from the roof. It must have been a 

great undertaking for a small community and the ladies of the choir are to be 

congratulated on their accomplishments. Wouldn't it be good to experience 

Ocean World in St John's one day?

Parish News ...

(PG)
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Order of St John's Investiture

An investiture for the Order of St John's took place at Llandaff Cathedral on 

Saturday 20th June. Among the people being invested and honoured by the 

Venerable Order was our own Priest-in-Charge, Sarah Rowland Jones. 

However, it wasn't just an honour, she had to 'sing for her supper'; being 

appointed priory chaplain she was 

required to give the sermon for this 

prestigious occasion. Needless to 

say, the Cathedral was full, and all 

the dignitaries were there, in their 

full robes, making it a splendid 

occasion. Our congratulations to 

Sarah on her appointment and on 

being drafted onto one of the 

committees of the Order. There has 

been a long connection between our 

church and the Order, and this 

strengthening of the bond is to be 

welcomed. 

Sarah on Radio Again

Our Priest-in-Charge Sarah must be getting used to the BBC studios in Llandaff 

as she was once again the paper reviewer on Good Morning Wales a couple of 

weeks ago. This means a really early start for her, as the programme starts at 

6am and she was on air at 6.45 and again at 7.45. She was able to slip quietly 

out of the house and back home again in time for breakfast. 

Handel in Italy - Welsh Camerata Handel in Italy - Welsh Camerata Handel in Italy - Welsh Camerata Handel in Italy - Welsh Camerata 

Despite road closures for the speedway, a good audience enjoyed an excellent 

evening concert on Saturday 4th July by Welsh Camerata with the Welsh 

Baroque Orchestra and Soprano Sian Winstanley, conducted by Andrew 

Wilson-Dickson. The programme comprised works written by a 20-year old 

Handel whilst on a visit to Italy. These included two extended psalm settings 

and other pieces written for a Carmelite festival in Rome. The quality of the 

singing and playing was excellent, bringing out the excitement of the baroque 

age, and the singing of the soloist Sian gave great pleasure. An altogether well 

balanced and lively performance was one that the audience will remember after 

the time. 

Parish News ...

Sarah Preaches at the Investiture Service 

at Llandaff Cathedral

Picture courtesy of the Order of St John’s
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Test Cricket

The beginning of July saw the start of the Ashes series of Test Cricket. The first 

match was held at the Swalec Stadium in Cardiff, and within our parish bound-

ary. The Lord was good and provided fine weather for just enough days for 

England to score a clear victory over Australia. The next day it poured with rain 

all day! If victory had not been won in time and the match continued until the 

fifth day, a draw would have been the outcome, with "Rain stopped play!" (In 

view of what then followed at Lords, maybe the whole series should be played 

in Cardiff!) Cardiff is growing as a place for international sports and other 

events, many of which happen in our city centre parish. Recently there was the 

Cardiff Singer of the Year, just across the road from us, acknowledged as one 

of the leading international singing prizes, where not only the winners but all the 

finalists can make their names known. Later we can look forward to World Cup 

Rugby. These things sometimes cause us problems getting to church, but they 

are good for the image of Cardiff and of Wales, and the promotion of friendship 

between nations.  

Velathon Wales

On Sunday 14th June the centre of Cardiff was full of bicycles, by some reports 

15,000 of them. They were participating in a big cycling event, the first of its 

kind in Wales. The cyclists were riding one of two courses of 50Km or 140Km 

starting and ending in central Cardiff. Their routes took them to Caerphilly and 

Abergavenny, with closed roads all the way, which caused some disruption in 

the area. With three races at different starting times, the city centre was closed 

for much of the day, making it very difficult to get to our church for morning 

service. 

For this reason, the morning service was cancelled, and instead Sarah was 

invited to take the morning service at Dewi Sant, jointly with their vicar, Revd. 

Dyfrig Lloyd who preached the sermon.  In consideration to the St John's 

congregation, the service was bilingual, with English notes being provided for 

the sermon in Welsh. The St John's people helped make up for the much 

diminished congregation, it being almost impossible for worshippers to get to 

the church from the west side of Cardiff. The occasion, though, was a good 

opportunity to strengthen the bond between the two churches, to enable us to 

work better together, even though using different languages.  

Parish News ...



Page 11

... Parish News

Vision for the Future

The most important thing for a church community is to maintain its vision for 

the future. For St. John's this is a more challenging task than for a typical parish 

ministering to a residential population. To this end, a special PCC meeting is 

being held on Wednesday 29th July. Most PCC meetings are mainly concerned 

with the day-to-day issues of running the church, but for this meeting this will 

all be put aside, and the whole evening devoted to looking at the path forward 

for our church. The meeting will be joined by Revd. Moira Spence of the 

Diocesan Spirituality Group, who will help in  the exploration of our mission 

and purpose, to know what God wants of us. The answer doubtless will not be 

found in one evening, but it is hoped that it will at least put us into the right 

direction. The whole congregation can help by giving its mind to this, and 

offering prayers for the PCC as it begins this important task.  

Work on the clock

A few weeks ago it was noticed that the clock on the tower had stopped. 

Forward stepped Stephen Dutfield, our assistant and former treasurer and 

bellringer, whose hobby also happens to be clocks, on which he is something of 

an expert. He and a friend of his spent most of a day up the tower, giving it a 

good going-over and restoring it to good working order. We thank them very 

much for their efforts. I'm sure they enjoyed doing it, but it will have saved us 

quite a large bill. Stephen keeps a careful eye on the clock to see that it is always 

exactly right, as was reported in the South Wales Echo a couple of months ago, 

when they did a survey of the city centre clocks.

A Dangerous Discovery

While moving some bags of gravel into the North Tower Garden to improve the 

path there, one sharp-eyed member of our choir, Robert Rennie, spotted some-

thing lying on the ground that shouldn't be in a churchyard, a bullet complete 

with brass cartridge. The round, which looked quite old, may well have been 

live, so it was carefully moved to a safe place. The police were informed, and 

the following morning an officer came and took it away. He said that old bullets 

were quite often found lying around. How it came to be there, in an area that is 

normally locked, we don't know. Whether it had been buried for years and had 

somehow surfaced, or whether someone wanting to dispose of it had thrown it 

over the railings, we can't tell. It could have been dangerous if someone had 

entered the area and stepped on it, but we are relieved that it was found and has 

been removed for disposal. 
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Revd. Sarah writes about a chance for the enhancement of the church.

'Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house …' (1 Peter 2:5)

There's good news, and there's not quite such good news, at least for those of 
us who were hoping for a quiet life!  

The good news is that in April, we, like many other churches across Wales, 
received a letter from the Archbishop confirming that we have money for 
building work set aside in the name of the parish. There is over £580,000 
remaining from the sale of St James' church.  

But the letter also told us that the clock has started ticking in accordance with 
longstanding policy, so that if within 18 months there is no agreement from 
Diocesan and Provincial bodies to using the money within the parish, it will be 
transferred to general building funds.

To be honest, we are fortunate that the money is still allocated to us, since it 
is several years since St James was sold!

So now the PCC, which has been discussing overhaul of the Pace Vestry block 
for some years, has a sense of urgency! We must have agreement by Septem-
ber 2016, though the building work itself can take longer.  So we have started 
planning a way forward.

Conversations with the Archbishop, the Archdeacon, and members of the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee ('the DAC', who oversee building works) have 
all encouraged us to think big, and consider a radical and exciting development. 
Merely upgrade the existing block would leave us with too many of its current 
drawbacks. The PCC agree that complete replacement is likely to be the best 
way forward.

So this is the plan! The first phase is to launch an open competition, inviting 
architects to present exciting new designs. We have asked the DAC to 
recommend experts to join a small sub-committee to oversee this process, 
from drawing up terms of reference, through to assisting in the judging phase. 
A new group will then oversee taking forward the work itself.

At every stage there will be wide consultation, within and beyond the church. 
From the City authorities, to St John Cymru Wales, through to Innovate (our 
partners in running the Tea sPot), and others besides, we have links with many 

Building for the Future
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bodies with an interest in the church building, and how it serves the needs of 
central Cardiff.

And of course, the people of St John's must always have a central voice in all of 
this, and we are asking for your input too! 

Here are some of the criteria we already have in mind. Conceptually, the design 
must above all else promote our core vision and the calling we believe God has 
for us. It must help point others to Jesus, as did our Patron Saint John the 
Baptist, and help us offer 'holy hospitality' (as we identified through our 
reflection on the Diocesan '7 Sacred Spaces') to the enormous range of visitors 
we welcome.

We are also starting to identify practical needs. For example, we want to 
preserve the wonderful sight-line from the Tower's glass doors through to the 
altar and reredos. We also need more toilets, a lift, a better kitchen, more 
storage, a choir vestry / Sunday school / meeting space separate from the café, 
and so on. 

Another concern is that at the moment it is possible to come in through the 
South Porch, and visit the café without ever engaging with St John's as a place 
of living faith and worship. Instead, we want some sort of 'interaction', perhaps 
through internal windows, while also ensuring that services are not interrupted 
by happy chatter from the café.

We'll be asking for your ideas soon, and if you can't wait, please put them on 
paper and give them to Rev Sarah.

... Building for the Future

Passing Thought

Be Ever Watchful

Watch your thoughts; they become words.
Watch your words; they become actions.
Watch your actions; they become habits..
Watch your habits; they become character.
Watch your character; it becomes your destiny.
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Parish Outing

Parish Outing to Hereford.Parish Outing to Hereford.Parish Outing to Hereford.Parish Outing to Hereford.

On Saturday 30th May the Parish Outing to Hereford took place. Hereford-
shire is a beautiful county, often overlooked as a place to visit. The city of 
Hereford is of course dominated by its Norman and later cathedral. Leaving 
from Tredegarville School in the morning, the coach took us first to Hereford 
where a guided tour of the cathedral had been arranged. Split into three 
groups, we were taken around the building by well-informed guides. During 
the tour, lasting about 1¼ hours, we learnt about its history and life while 
admiring its fine Norman style and later gothic architecture, some fine 
stained glass windows, many tombs and monuments, and the ancient 
canons' stalls with their grotesquely carved misericords. There were also 
stories about various events in its sometimes troubled past. Each hour, on 
the hour, visitors are asked to pause for a moment for a short reflection and 
prayer. 

The cathedral has three particu-
lar treasures which, though not 
part of the tour, could be seen. 
The most famous is the Mappa 
Mundi, a very rare mediaeval 
map of the world, revealing how 
it was understood by the medi-
aeval mind; also the cathedral 
has an original copy of the 
Magna Carta, not the famous 
first one sealed by King John in 
1215, but the similar one of 
1217 following the succession 
of Henry III. Its other treasure is 

its chained library, full of ancient books chained to the bookshelves so they 
could not be taken away, from an age when books were rare and precious. 
The cathedral also has its cloister café, where we could have a refreshing 
cup of tea or a more substantial lunch. Another alternative for lunch was All 
Saints Church, at the other end of Broad Street, where the west end of the 
church has been turned into a café that is very popular with the locals. It was 
also interesting to wander around the streets and see the market place. 
In the afternoon, the outing went on to the village of Madley, a few miles 
away, which has one of the finest churches in the county. Here we stopped 

Some of the party waiting for the guide in 

the Norman splendour of the cathedral.
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to have Evensong, before going to their Stables Café for our tea, laid on by 
the ladies of the parish. Then it was the return to Cardiff after a delightful 
day. 
Our thanks go the ladies of Madley, and to Pauline and Vanessa for making 
the arrangements, and to David Greenman for playing the organ for the 
service at short notice, after a frantic hunt for the key, and unravelling the 
mystery of how to switch it on! On the outward and return journeys we were 
able to enjoy the beautiful countryside, and the splendid view from high 
ground across the county to the hills of Wales in the distance. Altogether it 
was a good day, and the weather was kind. 

... Parish Outing

2015 Pilgrimage Group outside Madley church.

Friends of St John’s Church, CardiffFriends of St John’s Church, CardiffFriends of St John’s Church, CardiffFriends of St John’s Church, Cardiff

The Parish Outing is arranged on behalf of the church by the Friends, an 

independent registered charity whose object is the preservation upkeep and 

enhancement of the fine grade 1 listed building. It raises funds and gives grants 

to the church for essential work, and has a programme of social events. New 

members are always welcome, whether or not regular worshippers. 
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Tower News 

News from the Tower

It's been a quiet period and Mary & I have holidayed a couple of times in 

May/June.  I'm grateful to Richard for looking after things in my absence.  I'm 

not sure whether the saying  about the absent cat is relevant but the mice have 

definitely been playing, since two quarter peals were rung for Evensong while 

we were away   It's nice to know things do not grind to a halt!

We've also had to cancel ringing a couple of times, once due to staff shortages 

and once when the cycle marathon took place and everything moved to Dewi 

Sant (no bells there).  Although we have been known in the past to ring when 

there was no service it was usually by mistake and we made none this time!

We were not able to have a tower Open Day in May, again due to staff shortages, 

but we did so in June and it was fairly well supported.  We have further sessions 

lined up for the third Saturdays of July to September and have noted that on 

some of these dates there are other attractions in the city which might bring us 

a few extra punters.

Rob Stogdon recently handed me a questionnaire about Health & Safety matters 

in the tower.  Luckily we already have a set of written procedures prepared for 

the Open Days and a number of other relevant documents exist so I was able to 

reassure him that we should be able to provide him quickly with all the answers 

he needs.  It seems that these days the application of simple common sense is 

not enough.

By the time you read this we will have rung for a wedding on 20th July.  This 

may be commonplace at somewhere like Whitchurch, which appears to operate 

a conveyor belt system at times, but it does not happen often with us.  So it's nice 

to know we already have another one to look forward to in November.

A photographer from London has been commissioned to take pictures of the 

castle, which he wishes to do from the top of the tower.  After an exchange of 

e-mails he decided he wanted sunrise or sunset.  Having pointed out that sunrise 

is around 5.00 am at this time of year we settled on sunset during a visit to us on 

our practice night.  So far the weather and First Great Western have conspired 

against him making an appearance.

Bob Hardy
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We are all very distressed at the event in Sousse, Tunisia, 

where so many holidaymakers, simply there for a bit of rest and 

relaxation were killed or wounded in an attack by a lone gunman. 

Whether it was an attack by Isil, or the result of his own deeply 

distorted thinking may never be known. What we do know is the pain 

and anguish of those caught up in it, their families, those who 

witnessed it, and many others who are affected by it. The 

consequences of it go beyond the immediate incident, to the effect it 

will have on the whole country of Tunisia, which depends heavily on 

the tourism industry, on people's thoughts anywhere they may go for 

a bit of peace and leisure, and for the relationship between the world 

and Islam, now blighted by many acts that make it appear as a 

religion of violence, not of peace. Most of all we think of the victims, 

those killed and wounded. 

Just a week after the incident there was a national minute of 

silence. At this time a short service of lament was held in St John's, 

attended by the Rt. Hon Lord Mayor of Cardiff, cllr David Walker and 

his wife the Lady Mayoress. As the church clock struck twelve the one 

minute silence was observed. A passage of Lament for a Broken 

World was read, followed by the lesson from St Paul's letter to the 

Romans, read by the Lord Mayor. Then followed prayers, for the 

dead, the bereaved, the injured, the people of Tunisia, and the peace 

of the world. The service ended with the blessing. 

Islam is the religion of peace and obedience to God, of Salaam, 

and the recent interpretation of Jihad as an excuse to kill anyone who 

disagrees with your views is nothing to do with its central values. Let 

us pray, and keep on praying, for peace in the world, and an end to 

the bitter hatreds that lead to this sort of extremist action. 

Tunisia

A prayer for peaceA prayer for peaceA prayer for peaceA prayer for peace

O God eternal, in whom is calmness and peace:

reconcile the differences which divide one from another

and bring our world into the unity of love.

Grant that all may be spiritually one,

both within themselves and with one another,

through the grace, mercy and tenderness

of your Son, Jesus Christ.
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HOLY MATRIMONY

This couple made their vows and were joined before God at St John’s.
     On Monday 20th July 2015,  Daniel Joseph Hall & Hannah Ruth Verheul

May God’s Blessing be on their union. 

DEPARTURE

The funeral took place at St John’s of a departed sister in Christ
 On Monday 29th June 2015,   Daphne May Livingstone

May she rest in peace and rise in glory

HOLY BAPTISM

We welcome into Christ’s family a child of God who received Holy 
Baptism at St John’s. 
 On Sunday 12th July 2015,    Daniel Rhys Stagles

May God’s Grace rest on him and his family

This year Ewenny Priory Church 
celebrates the 900th anniversary of its 
building, and the highlights of the 
celebrations take place this month. 
This includes the church being 
decked out in flowers, as far as 
possible using flowers and shrubs that 
were available in medieval times. A 
Festival Service was held on Sunday, 
July 12, when the preacher was the 
Archbishop of Wales, with music by St 
Donat's Chamber Choir. There was also a Medieval Fayre on the Priory House 
Archery Field, including a medieval camp re-enactment. Ewenny Priory was 
founded at about the same time as St Mary's, Cardiff, though by monks from 
Gloucester rather than Tewkesbury. It remained one of the most important 
religious sites in south-east Wales until the dissolution under Henry VIII. It is 
unusual in being a mediaeval fortified church, and much admired for its Norman 
architecture, a favourite for artists. Like St John's, it is another of the Beacon 
Churches of the Llandaff Diocese. 

Ewenny Priory

Ewenny Priory, near Bridgend
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HMS Cardiff Ship's Bell

The ship's bell from HMS Cardiff was presented to the church for laying up 

following the decommissioning of the ship in 2007. Captain Mike Beardall, 

Cardiff's last commanding officer made the formal hand-over on 2nd September 

of that year. It hangs in the North Aisle, which is home also to other memorials 

relating to our armed services. The ship's bell was 

used for more than sounding the change of watch. 

When on board, it could be taken down and 

inverted, and was used as a font for christening of 

children of the crew. Each child baptised this way 

had their name inscribed on the inside edge of the 

bell. It was well used in this way, because there 

are 48 names on it, each with the date of 

christening. Recently a Mr. Chris Haworth who 

was visiting Cardiff for his elder daughter's 

graduation, came into the church. His younger 

daughter, Lauren Elizabeth, was baptised in it on 

16 July 2005, while he was Flight Commander on 

board, shortly before its decommissioning.  With 

the aid of the ladder, he was able to find her name, 

inscribed near its rim, alongside the names of all 

others baptised within it.

All at Sea

Sea Sunday

Sunday 12th July, Pentecost 7, is also known as Sea Sunday. We live on an 

island, and the sea has always been important to our people. It is a source of 

pleasure, of food, and a defence against our enemies. For Cardiff particularly, 

being a port, it has a particular importance, because it was in the 19th century, 

through the export of coal and other goods, that Cardiff had its great period of 

growth that made it the fine city it is today. 

But the sea, as well as conferring many benefits, is also a dangerous place, and 

those who sail on it are never in complete safety. Our Sea Sunday service 

reflected this, as we sang the traditional hymns “for those in peril” and said 

prayers for their safety. Another tradition in Cardiff is that of having a service 

in the docklands on this particular day. Cardiff may be past its heyday as a port, 

but it still has active docks. A sailor’s life is a difficult one, being away from 

home and family for months. Modern communications may make it easier to 

keep in touch, but the sailor often finds himself in port in a strange land with a 

strange language. So let us ask God’s protection for all who sail on the deep. 

Chris Haworth photographs 

the inside of the bell.
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Inside Church on a Summer's Day

On sticky soporific city days

When the sun beats down and I'm far from my best

I often retreat into a church and praise

The Lord, or merely just rest.

I adore it when the sun breaks through a cloud

And illuminates the Holy murals on view

So very far from the maddening crowd

Where I can pray and reflect on a pew.

So on sticky soporific city days

I retire from the streets of greed

Where there's no room to breathe and "muzak" plays

Which is something I just don't need!

In a church all stress falls from my face

And I feel perfect peace if only for a while

With the ghosts in this fine old place

Close my eyes...as contented as a child.

GUY FLETCHER

Poetry Spot
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Pilgrimage to the Holy LandPilgrimage to the Holy LandPilgrimage to the Holy LandPilgrimage to the Holy Land

The church of All Saints Rhiwbina is organising a pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
in June 2016 This is an organised escorted tour of 11 days, visiting many of 
the places and historic sites written of in the Bible. This will include such 
places as Caesarea, Nazareth, the Jordan Valley, Qumran, Jericho, 
Bethlehem, and of course Jerusalem. Anyone who is interested should 
contact Glenys Hearne, who has details and will put you in touch with the 
organisers.

Announcements

Art Exhibition.Art Exhibition.Art Exhibition.Art Exhibition.

Our regular worshipper Mr. Brian Gardiner is also an artist, and he 
particularly specialises in cityscapes of Cardiff and Newport. In September 
his work will be on display at the Gate Arts Centre. For this exhibition, 
besides his own work he will also be showing pictures by his friend, the late 
Phillip Jennings, whose ink drawings celebrate everyday life and close 
observation of people going about their business. The exhibition runs from 
2nd to 25th September at the Gate Arte Centre in Keppoch Street, Roath. 

Holiday MoneyHoliday MoneyHoliday MoneyHoliday Money

Is anyone about to go on holiday in Europe? If so they may like to have some 
euro coins in their pocket when they go, more useful for those little 
incidentals  than the large denomination notes they get from the bank. The 
church has a substantial stock of euro coins which it acquires through the 
offertory boxes from foreign tourists who visit the church. It can’t change 
these in the UK banks, so if you want to take some, please speak to Stephen 
or Richard, who will be pleased to help you. 

Sneak a Peek Sneak a Peek Sneak a Peek Sneak a Peek 

In October there is your chance to learn more about Llandaff Cathedral; not 
just the building, but what goes on there, and in the diocese. Between 11am 
and 4pm on Saturday 17th October there will be a "Sneak a Peek at 
Diocesan Resources hosted at Llandaff Cathedral" You will have a chance to 
meet the Diocesan Officers, join a workshop, have a chat or ask for 
information. Lunch will be available from 12 noon, tours of the cathedral, 
and Choral Evensong at 3.30pm. If you don't want it all, you can just drop in, 
but you must book if you want lunch or to attend a workshop. Conntact 
Briony Davies at the Diocesan Office, Coychurch, Tel: 01656 868868
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Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

Second Sunday of the Month
  7.30 pm Worship for Today’s World

* Word for the City takes a summer 
break, restarts in September. 

  Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.45pm 
                         Word for  the City*
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
 

Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays for visitors and private prayer. 

The Tea sPOT tea room operates Monday - Saturday 10.00am to 3.00pm.

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136

Church Wardens
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519

Deacon 
Revd. Rhian Linecar  01446 760007
(part time - shared with Dewi Sant)

Verger
   Evan Chapman

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

Recorder / Coordinator
   Philip Thomas

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Choir Director 
   Vanessa Hall

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates

July

Sat 25th ST JAMES

Sun 26th 9th Sunday after Pentecost (8th after Trinity)

August

Sun 2nd 10th Sunday after Pentecost (9th after Trinity)

Thu 6th TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

Sun 9th 11th Sunday after Pentecost (10th after Trinity)

Fri 14th Organ Concert Hartwig Barte-Hanssen 1.15pm

Sat 15th MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD

Burma Star Service of Remembrance 12.00 noon.

To include laying up of the Standard.

Sun 16th 12th Sunday after Pentecost (11th after Trinity)

Sun 23th 13th Sunday after Pentecost (12th after Trinity) 

Mon 24th ST BARTHOLOMEW

Sun 30th 14th Sunday after Pentecost (13th after Trinity)

    10am - Back to School service

September

Tue 1st  Tuesday Fellowship  2.00pm

Sun 6th 15th Sunday after Pentecost (14th after Trinity)

Fri 11th Organ Concert Huw Tregelles Williams 1.15pm

Sat 12th Laying up of British Legion Standard 11.00 am 

Sun 13th 16th Sunday after Pentecost (15th after Trinity) 

Sun 20th 17th Sunday after Pentecost (16th after Trinity)

Mon 21st ST MATTHEW

Sun 27th 18th Sunday after Pentecost (17th after Trinity)

Harvest Thanksgiving
Tue 29th ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Evan Chapman

Churchwarden

Robert Stogdon

Churchwarden

Richard Hall

Hon. Treasurer

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 22

2015 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 

recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.
 

Friday 14th August 

HARTWIG BARTE-HANSSEN - Germany

Friday 11th September

HUW TREGELLES WILLIAMS - Swansea

Friday 9th October 

THOMAS TROTTER - Celebrity Recital
Marking the 10th anniversary of the restoration of the organ.

All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.

– S ECOND  SUNDAY –

St John’s @7.30
Worship for Today’s World

Take a deeper journey with God 

Second Sunday of each month - A contemporary form of worship.


