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EDITORIAL

Easter is the time when we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, the opening of 
the tomb, the bringing of new life into the world. As the buds and 

blossoms open in spring, so the return to life of our Saviour spreads His light 
into the lives of those who seek him. Here at St John’s we are greatly blessed 
with the wide-ranging talents and dedication of the people who contribute 
to its many differing activities and needs. Through them our church can 
maintain and grow its witness to the faith, making Christ known to all who 
enter its doors. Yet we must continue to pray for new talents, new helpers to 
come forward and play a part. From the moment of resurrection, the Gospel 
of Christ grew and spread. May this Easter bring new life to our faith and our 
church. May the joy of Easter be with you all!

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Pentecost 2015. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 11th May.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

Alleluia, Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

 It is Holy Week as I write, with Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday still ahead, before we reach the joy of Easter.  The journey to 
resurrection must always pass by the way of the cross - it is a costly 
journey for Jesus, who gives everything for us. 

The whole meaning of Christ's Passion,and victory over sin and death, 
is wonderfully summed up by the poet-priest Malcolm Guite (if you like 
sonnets reflecting on Christian themes, look out for his books):

From the beginning of Creation, God had foreseen the sorrow our 
misused freedom might bring, and chosen, from the beginning 
and in that knowledge, to share with us the consequence of our 
own mistakes, that he might redeem us from them.

What else can we offer in response, but our whole selves, in adoration 
and humble service of both our Lord and the world which he in love 
created and redeemed.

 Holy Week and Easter come upon us just as the UK launches 
on the General Election, and I've been pondering the relationship of 
the two.  Perhaps you've come across the slogan encouraging 
Christians to use their vote wisely, 'Make your cross count'! What 
practical help can our faith give us in deciding how to cast our ballot?

 First, voting is clearly our Christian duty. In Old Testament and 
New, we are told to be constructively engaged citizens, in whatever 
ways our society makes possible, contributing to a better world for all. 
St Paul writes 'Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities; for there is no authority except from God …' and since our 
governing authority is participative democracy, we should therefore 
participate: all of us by voting, and some of us in fuller ways. 

 Don't believe any Christian who tells you that religion and 
politics don't mix - they clearly aren't reading the same Bible as we use 
in Church, which has more verses addressing poverty than prayer! 
There is extensive teaching on how we should behave towards the 
poor, the hungry, the homeless, employees, and foreigners (all major 
themes in our election), as well as definition and condemnation of 
unjust and exploitative social and economic practices of all sorts!
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COVER PICTURE  (Photo: Anna Morrell)
St David’s Day Annual National Mayoral Service, held at St John’s 
Church. The Rt. Hon. Lord Mayor of Cardiff, Cllr. Margaret Jones, is 
greeted at the west door of the church by Revd. Canon Dr. Sarah 
Rowland Jones, Most Revd. Archbishop of Wales Dr. Barry Morgan, and 
Revd. Canon Stewart Lisk, Lord Mayor’s Hon. Chaplain . 

 Furthermore, Jesus' life and teaching shows us that God's 
approach is to get stuck in, wherever flourishing life is in any way 
diminished, and to work redemptively.  And we can be sure that he will 
bless us when we get involved and try to work for God-shaped good. 
Jesus was not afraid to roll up his sleeves and get his hands dirty, 
critiquing society on every level. 

 So when we are deciding how to vote, we are not only asking 
which candidates are people of faith. We also want to ask who is 
committed to pursuing a vision of life that is closest to Jesus' own 
'manifesto' that he set out in the Synagogue in Nazareth at the 
beginning of his ministry, which hinges around good news for the poor, 
liberty to the oppressed, and the Lord's favour.

 We shall be hosting an elections hustings, on behalf of Cytun, 
on 1 May at 7pm, with candidates of the main parties from across the 
city. Do come! I hope they will get beyond slogans and criticising 
others, and beyond mere management-speak, and talk more 
profoundly about the sort of society this country needs. I'd like to see 
far more debate about the vision and values we desire, and about how 
we tailor social and economic policies to deliver this outcome.  As the 
prophet Isaiah said, where there is no vision the people perish - and 
politics that is only about power is arid and soulless.

 And of course, it need not be so, because Jesus Christ is risen, 
with the promise that all who turn to him 'might walk in newness of life' 
(Rom 6:4). May you discover this in ever greater measure this 
Eastertide. 

Alleluia, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

Blessings of Easter,

Sarah

... From the Vicar
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Mothering Sunday

The fourth Sunday in Lent is commonly known as Mothering Sunday. Outside 

the church it is more often known as Mother's Day, with people buying cards, 

flowers and chocolates for their mothers. Both inside and outside the church it 

is the day to not just remember but to give thanks for our mothers. Besides that, 

we can also remember our Mother Church, which through the Spirit of God 

tends and cares for her children, ourselves, just as a human mother loves and 

cares for her human family. 

In St John's it is a Sunday where the children of the Sunday School join in the 

whole of the main morning service, taking an active part in it. The children were 

all involved in reading the lessons and saying the prayers, and very well they did 

it, too. It was also the chance for our ordinand placement, Kent, to hone his skills 

in an address directed at the children. Then at the end, the children brought trays 

of daffodils up to the altar to be blessed, before distributing them to all the 

members of the congregation. 

It is always a delight to have the children down in the church for the service, and 

we also thank Miss Thomas for all the work and thought she puts in to running 

the Sunday School and teaching the children about Jesus. 

Parish News

Palm Sunday

Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter, commemorates the triumphal entry of 

Jesus into Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, cheered by the people, who laid 

branches and cloaks in his path to honour him. This is an occasion for the church 

to celebrate with a procession of people carrying palm leaves and fronds around 

the church. Unfortunately, the awful weather prevented a planned procession of 

witness around the outside of the church to the sound of a trumpet, so a 

procession around the inside of the church to the music of the organ had to 

suffice. Palm Sunday marks the start of Holy Week, leading up to the Crucifix-

ion of Good Friday, and the Resurrection of Easter. The Gospel of the Passion 

is read (this year from St Mark) and this being quite long, it is taken with a 

number of readers who speak the words of the various people involved. The 

churchwardens, members of the congregation, and children from the Sunday 

School assisted in relating this very moving story, as the church entered into this 

most holy season. 
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Pancake Party

Regulars at St John's were invited to a Pancake Party at the home of our choir 

director on Shrove Tuesday. There were two sittings, an earlier one for the 

children and families, and a later one for adults. It was a really good evening, 

enjoyed by many, and we were able to see the pancake-making skills of 

Vanessa's husband Keith. Both savoury and sweet pancakes were freshly made, 

with a choice of fillings. We are grateful to Vanessa and Keith for inviting 

everyone and giving us a good time.

Events during Holy Week

During Holy Week, St John's was host to things additional to its services. 

During this time it was host once again to an unusual exhibition of photographs, 

A Sideways Look, which takes old master paintings and reinterprets them in 

modern photographs. This was also in our church last year in Holy Week. 

During the week there was also a set of displays, Stations of the Cross:  An 

Interactive Reinterpretation for Visitors, which again takes a traditional theme 

and portrays it in terms of modern society. 

The church also acted as base for Make More of Easter, an ecumenical group 

coordinated by the Evangelical Alliance in Wales, who took the message of the 

Cross and Resurrection out into The Hayes during Holy Week. This included 

offering free shoe-shining on Maundy Thursday, as a contemporary response to 

Jesus washing his disciples' feet, and handing out several thousand hot cross 

buns to passers-by.

Parish News ...

St Catherine's Pontypridd.

On 25 March we had a visit from the Wednesday Eucharist Congregation of St 

Catharine's, Pontypridd, with their Vicar, Peter Lewis. Several times a year they 

visit another church for the morning, to find out more about life across our 

diocese, and share the Eucharist with their hosts.  We were delighted to receive 

the group of a dozen, who caught the train into Cardiff, and joined in our 12.30 

service. St Catherine's church operates the Connect Café in their recently 

refurbished church hall, renamed the Connect Community Centre, by volunteers 

from the church together with Temple Baptist and Elim Pentecostal churches. 

One of their activities is the Job Club, which aims to help the unemployed find 

a way into work. This has recently received an award after successfully running 

its first course. For more information, visit http://www.connectpontypridd.co.uk
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Ducks in the Churchyard

About this time of year for the past few years a pair of ducks has taken up 

temporary residence in the churchyard in order to produce a brood of ducklings. 

It is not known why they have chosen this location, nor where they go. They are 

reported to have been seen again this year, but so far have not been very much 

in evidence, and no ducklings yet. 

 

Tea Room Temporary Closure

Very unfortunately there has had to be a sudden and unexpected closure of our 

tea room, the Tea sPOT. This has been due to a health and safety issue that arose 

unexpectedly. It has been necessary to call in specialist services to deal with the 

matter, but this has been done and the room is due to reopen directly after Easter. 

While it has been closed we have taken the opportunity to do some redecorating. 

Apologies to all our customers for this inconvenience, and we look forward to  

normal service without further interruption. 

Parish News ...

Things Irish

In March, Cardiff became very aware of the Irish. A group of very large men, 

with a whole host of supporters, descended upon a certain location in the city, 

and were just about held at bay. Notwithstanding that, they managed to win the 

championship on points a week later, in a series of remarkable performances. 

Those events also booted our church, which being so close to the action, saw a 

number of Irish attend the Sunday services the following day. March is also the 

month of St Patrick's day, when the Irish celebrate their Patron Saint. Many 

people claim that Patrick was by birth a Welshman who was captured by pirates 

who took him to Ireland as a slave. After some years he escaped, and after taking 

Holy Orders returned to Ireland to preach the Gospel and reform them from 

pagan practices. His day was celebrated a little at St John's on the Sunday 

evening following by the singing of 'St Patrick's Breastplate', a translation of a 

poem believed to have been written by St. Patrick himself, certainly from his 

time.

Confirmation

Two of our Sunday School children, Megan Blethyn and Megan Hewlett are to 

be confirmed at the 9am service at Llandaff Cathedral on Sunday 26 April. Let 

us pray for them, that they may find fulfilment in the love of Christ and 

enlightenment and strength in the Holy Spirit. 
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Parish News ...

Kent Middleton

For the past few months we have been pleased to 

have had the assistance of Kent Middleton, who 

is a trainee ordinand on placement with us. 

During his time at St John's we have come to 

know and like him, and he seems to have fitted 

in very well with the life in our church. Now, 

sadly, it is the time for him to leave, as he nears 

his ordination as Deacon at Petertide. His last 

official service at St John's was on Passion 

Sunday (Lent 6), but he says we may not have 

seen quite the last of him. Once ordained he will 

continue his training at St Michael's College for 

the priesthood, assisting at Christ Church Roath 

Park. When his training is complete, he will then 

return to Dubai for ordination as a priest. We 

hope he has learned and grown spiritually during 

his time with us, and we wish him well and pray for him in his future ministry.

New Admin Assistant

Most churchgoers are familiar with the visible face of the church, its services, 

its pastoral work and its fellowship and social life. But in a modern day active 

church, a great deal goes on behind the scenes to keep things happening out 

front. And of course these days there is an awful lot of paperwork, form-filling, 

record keeping, preparing materials for services and so on. Much of this work is 

carried by the churchwardens and other church officers, but a lot also falls on 

the vicar or incumbent of the parish, detracting from time that could be spent on 

pastoral activities. It is pleasing to announce that St John's now has an adminis-

trative assistant, Rachel Rose, who will work in the church office for a few hours 

three days a week. For St John's to grow and flourish, it will be of immense help 

to have someone available and dedicated to dealing with the paperwork and the 

routine of running the church, leaving Sarah and the other church officers and 

helpers with more time to attend to other matters. We shall not often see Rachel 

on a Sunday as she is a regular worshipper at another church, but we are grateful 

that she is able to give some of her time to St John's, and we welcome her as part 

of our team.  

Kent Middleton
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Electoral Roll

Every five years the parish is required to make a full revision of its electoral roll. 

The electoral roll is the list of people that are entitled to vote at general meetings 

of the church and in the election of the P.C.C. It is open to anyone aged 18 or 

over and is a communicant who lives in the parish or who attends the church 

regularly. A new Roll is required this year, and will be presented at the Annual 

Vestry Meeting on 19th April. Forms of application were circulated a few weeks 

ago, and should have been returned by now. If you haven't returned one and 

want to be included on the Roll, please speak to Sarah, our Priest-in-Charge.

... Parish News

Cytun - and the Election.

At 7pm on 1 May, St John's will host an election Hustings on behalf of 

CYTUN- the churches of the City and Bay - with candidates from across 

Cardiff, representing the six major parties.
The  CYTUN Annual General Meeting will be on Wednesday 22nd April at 

7.30pm, St Mary's Bute St. 

Wednesday 20 May is the CYTUN Annual Dinner, at Dewi Sant, preceded by 

a service at 7pm. The speaker is to be confirmed. 

Dorothy Wilkins

Dorothy is one of the long serving 

worshippers at St John's, but now in 

her 96th year she has left Cardiff to 

live with her niece Sue and her 

husband Richard in Kilgetty, 

Pembrokeshire. A few weeks ago, 

while staying with her other niece 

and nephew, Siobhan and Anthony 

in Newport, they brought her over 

to Cardiff for the Sunday Morning 

service. It was good to see her again 

in St John's, which has been such a 

part of her life. The photograph of the three of them in church was taken by 

Pauline Grainger. Dorothy hopes that some of her old friends may be able to 

visit her in her new home.

Dorothy Wilkins 

with Siobhan and Anthony
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A day of national celebration and colour  

St David's Day, 1st March, fell on a Sunday this year. Because of this, the 
annual national mayoral service was held in the afternoon, instead of its more 
usual morning time. This meant that we were able to have our normal morning 
celebration of Eucharist at its regular time. For this special day for Wales, the 
church was decked out with large numbers of daffodils, the Welsh national 
flower. The service was indeed a celebration of the memory of St David, and 
his good works, and all things Welsh. 

At mid-day the streets around the church were filled with the colour and 
sounds of the St David’s Day procession. This wends its way from the City Hall, 
down The Hayes, back up St Mary Street and into the castle. It is a procession 

of the people, and is open to any 
sort of club, organisation or 
community group to take part. 
While some were more 
organised at walking in 
procession than others, all had 
colourful and sometimes 
elaborate costumes as they 
walked, played or danced past 
the church. Everything from a 
pipe band to a large Welsh 
Dragon went by, with a good 
number of traditional Welsh 
costumes.  

The big event for the church was the afternoon Mayoral service. The 
Lord Mayor and Council of Cardiff invite the mayors from all over Wales to 
attend to celebrate its national day. With the bells ringing, the flag flying, and a 
fanfare of trumpets from the west gallery, the Lord Mayor of Cardiff, Cllr. 
Margaret Jones enters in procession, escorted by the civic maces carried by the 
Lord Mayor's Own Scouts and Guides. Also in the procession were the 
Archbishop of Wales, Most Revd. Dr. Barry Morgan, and the Archbishop of 
Cardiff, Most Revd. George Stack. The service was led by the Lord Mayor's 
chaplain, Revd. Canon Stewart Lisk, and the address was given by our own 
Priest-in-Charge, Revd. Canon Sarah Rowland Jones. The lessons were read by 

St David’s Day

Part of the St David’s Day Procession
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the Lord Mayor, and the Deputy 
Leader of the Council, Sue Lent. 
Music was provided by the Castell 
Coch Choral Society, and the 
traditional Welsh hymns were sung 
with great hwyl by the congregation. 
The prayers in English and Welsh 
were led by representatives of 
official and social organisations of 
the county, including Dr. Peter 
Beck, Lord Lieutenant of the 
county, David melding AM, Deputy 
presiding officer of the National 
Assembly, David Jenkins, High 
Sheriff of South Glamorgan, and 
representatives of various of the communities and organisations of the city. 
The service ended with the blessings by both the Archbishops, and the singing 
of the Welsh and British National Anthems, following which the Lord Mayor 
left in procession past a guard of honour formed by the scouts and guides. 

That was not the end of it for the day, for there was another big event 
yet to come. In the evening there was a concert given by the group "Sound of 
Wales" to mark the launch of their new CD. Sound of Wales is a group of 
talented musicians whose vision is of performing contemporary worship songs 
to reach a wide audience. A separate account of the evening is given on p.14.  

It was great to see St John's filled to capacity 
twice in the same day by different congregations, and 
a day of three very contrasting events: The family 
nature of the morning Eucharist, the civic splendour 
of the afternoon, and the modern spiritual worship of 
the evening. Three different approaches to church, 
but all equally valid. And what they had in common 
was the worship and praise of God. 

 

The Castell Coch Choir at the 

St David’s Day Mayoral Service

... St David’s Day

“Dewi Sant” in the person of Mike 

Peterson, dressed for the occasion.
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Coming Occasions

V.E. Day 70th Anniversary. V.E. Day 70th Anniversary. V.E. Day 70th Anniversary. V.E. Day 70th Anniversary. 

The 8th May marks the 70th anniversary of the end of the Second 
World War in Europe. Since this day we have in this country been able to live 
our lives in unbroken peace. If we are tempted to take this for granted, we 
need only look at recent news pictures of places such as Syria or Eastern 
Ukraine to see what life in a country at war can be like, and indeed how it 
was in many parts of Europe up to 1945. There will be many events all over 
Britain and other countries to mark this time. Here in St John's, the anniver-
sary will be marked with: 
Friday 8thFriday 8thFriday 8thFriday 8th - 2.45pm a short service of remembrance and thanksgiving, to 
include the 2 minutes' silence at 3pm, and, 

7pm - Evening of poetry and music of WWII
Saturday 9thSaturday 9thSaturday 9thSaturday 9th - Bell ringing at 11am - part of national ringing
Sunday 10thSunday 10thSunday 10thSunday 10th - Special 10am Eucharist to mark the Anniversary.

Your Editor is not old enough to remember the war, but does remem-
ber at a very young age seeing the aftermath of destruction, burnt-out 
churches, rows of houses with gaps, crashed aeroplanes, and of course 
Llandaff Cathedral and the centre of Swansea, or rather a large empty space 
where the centre should have been. 

Order of St John'sOrder of St John'sOrder of St John'sOrder of St John's

As was reported in the last edition of the magazine, the church is to 
receive a plaque dating from the time of the First World War, commemorat-
ing the provision of a field ambulance by the Priory for Wales. This unique 
memorial will now find a home in the Priory Chapel in the south aisle. It will 
be dedicated at a special service at 2.00pm on Friday 24th April, in the 
presence of the Grand Prior of the Order, HRH the Duke of Gloucester. This 
will be a ticket affair, so anyone wanting to attend should speak or write to 
Revd. Sarah Rowland Jones before 12th April. Our Priest-in-Charge is to be 
honoured by the Order by being admitted to office in the order at a service 
in Llandaff Cathedral later this year. 

Parish OutingParish OutingParish OutingParish Outing

Arrangements are in hand for this year's Parish Outing. It will be on 
Saturday 30th May, to Herefordshire. It will include a visit to Hereford, with 
a guided tour of the cathedral, and Evensong and tea at the interesting 
parish church at Madley, one of the 'gems' of the churches of the county. 
Please note this date in your diary. Full details and cost will be given soon. 
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Same-sex Partnerships

The church in Wales is conducting wide ranging discussions on this sensitive 

and emotive subject, and is seeking views from congregations and clergy. A 

special Deanery Conference is being held on 23rd April, and a special 

Diocesan Conference on 9th May, but before those there is a need to hear from 

churches and congregations as to the range of views held within the diocese. 

A briefing paper was issued earlier this year, of which an edited version 

appeared in the last edition of this magazine. This has also been a 

consideration of the Lent study group, which has been trying to discern light 

on the issue through scripture and prayer. Those attending church on Palm 

Sunday were also given a second briefing paper to read, giving notice of a 

special congregational meeting to consider this subject, after morning service 

on Sunday 12th April. Given that this is a very difficult subject, on which 

many people hold very firm opinions, there is no aim to come to any sort of 

decision or consensus, unless we wish to, but to bring out a range of views 

which our representatives can take forward to the two conferences.  

Music for Lent and Passiontide

On Saturday 28th March a concert of music for Lent and Passiontide was given 

in St John’s church by the City Consort of Voices. The programme of largely 

unaccompanied seasonal music by this talented 30-strong choir included 

sections of the Vaughan Williams Mass in G Minor, the well-known Allegri 

Miserere, and works by Rachmaninoff, Durufle, Tallis and others.  The choir, 

which specialises in religious music, is based in London, but performs at venues 

around the U.K. including St Paul’s Cathedral under their conductor Tim 

Crosley. It has a special connection 

with our church, as Lowri Williams, 

one of the singers and soloists, is the 

daughter of our former organist Mr. 

Gareth Williams, and knows the 

church well. The concert was a 

delight to hear, and it was remarked 

that our church acoustics were 

ideally suited to their performance.  

Congregational Meeting 

The City Consort of Voices perform.

Music at St John’s
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Sound of Wales

Sound of Wales album launch

Sound of Wales (SOW) is a group of musicians that was founded by the lead 

singer Cath Woolridge in 2012 with the vision of writing, recording and per-

forming contemporary worship songs that appeal to as broad an audience as 

possible across Wales and beyond, along with training children and young 

people in developing their musical talents in the context of worship. Their first 

album was released in 2013, and on 1st March this year they launched their 

second album entitled Wide Open Spaces at St. John’s.

Since the vision of the group very much concerns enriching the worshipping life 

of the Welsh nation it was especially appropriate that the album launch should 

take place at the heart of the capital city and on St. David’s Day. Furthermore, 

the group members share a desire to build on the rich musical heritage of the 

Welsh nation and so being able to release this album in a beautiful ancient 

church building that has hosted Christian worship for over 800 years was also 

extremely significant.

Around 250 people attended the event which involved the performance of all 

9 songs on the album along with a couple of people sharing their powerful 

experiences of God’s grace and healing. The event was a huge success and the 

audience clearly enjoyed hearing the album being performed with an amazing 

amount of passion and dedication.

The group has been asked to perform the album at the Spring Harvest confer-

ence in Minehead in April, and also in London and Glasgow later in the year. In 

addition, members of the group are leading summer workshops focussing on 

encouraging children and young people in their worship so it is going to be a 

busy and eventful few months for the 11 members of the group - including 

Jude and Hannah Souter who play cello and violin in the group. If anyone is 

interested in getting hold of the album it is available from the Gate Arts Centre 

and Christian bookshops, as well as the itunes store online.

Will Souter
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TEARS OF SORROW, TEARS OF JOY

My Lord, My Lord, where are you gone?

What have they done

to You, my Lord,

My Life, my World?

All is empty, all is taken away, 

Nothing can fill the aching hollowness 

that is being without you. 

All my hope, all my joy, 

All my life is gone away.

Yet here is a man, maybe he knows, 

maybe I can ask him? 

He says one word; "Mary!"

My heart stops, - it leaps,

It is no man, it is my Lord.

Truly it is He, what rapture!

The Tomb is void, death is destroyed, 

Despair is turned to hope, misery to life,

And tears of sorrow yield to tears of joy. 

My Lord, My Lord, where have I gone?

What have I done 

to You, my Lord,

My Life, My World?

All is empty, all is taken away, 

Because I have not walked with you. 

Nothingness is all there is for me, 

My self and pride led me astray,

My hope, my joy is gone away. 

Yet here is a man, he comes to me, 

maybe I can ask him? 

He says one word, - my name.

It is no man, it is my Lord, 

He comes to walk with me. 

If I but take his hand, and let him lead,

Then is my world transformed. 

Despair is turned to hope, death to life,

And tears of sorrow yield to tears of joy. 

R. J. Hall.

Poetry Spot
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Tower News 

There's not a lot  to report this time.  We've had a couple of visitors, both 

in Cardiff to see family.  One was here for two weeks and, although she 

only made it to St John's once (she found our bells a little heavy), she got 

to several other local practices during her stay and seemed very pleased 

to have met and rung with us all.

The customary Mayor's National St David's Day service was held here 

and, March 1st being a Sunday, it was in the afternoon.  We managed to 

ring before it but a clash with other events, notably the St David's Day 

family concert in St David's  Hall, prevented us ringing afterwards.

The day previous to this a band from Devon, based largely from Exeter 

Cathedral, rang a full peal on our bells.  It was part of a weekend in 

Wales, which culminated with a further peal at St David's itself on the 

Sunday.  For various reasons I was around in town on the day and heard 

a good half of their ringing which was, as one might expect from a 

Cathedral band, of excellent quality.  Sarah happened to be in church at 

the end and came up the tower to greet and congratulate them.  Mary & I 

were very pleased to be asked to join with a number of the same group a 

couple of weeks later on a ringing tour based in Monmouthshire and the 

Gwent valleys.

I was quite amused as I walked out of the church during this peal to be 

approached by a young couple who asked if the bells were real or a 

recording.  I explained that it was ten real people on ten real bells.  "Gee, 

can we go see?", I was asked.  I had then to explain that, even  had I been 

able to get in (the ringers had locked the door) it would not be possible 

due to the disruptive effect it would have on their concentration.

Bob Hardy
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On the Lighter Side

WILL IT BE HEAVEN OR HELL?WILL IT BE HEAVEN OR HELL?WILL IT BE HEAVEN OR HELL?WILL IT BE HEAVEN OR HELL?
While walking down the street one day a US senator is tragically hit by a truck and dies.
His soul arrives in heaven and is met by St. Peter at the entrance. "Welcome to heaven," 
says St. Peter. "Before you settle in, it seems there is a problem. We seldom see a high 
official around these parts, you see, so we're not sure what to do with you."
"No problem, just let me in," says the man.
"Well, I'd like to, but I have orders from higher up. What we'll do is have you spend one 
day in hell and one in heaven. Then you can choose where to spend eternity."
"Really, I've made up my mind. I want to be in heaven," says the senator.
"I'm sorry, but we have our rules."
And with that, St. Peter escorts him to the elevator and he goes down, down, down to 
hell. The doors open and he finds himself in the middle of a green golf course. In the 
distance is a clubhouse and standing in front of it are all his friends and other politicians 
who had worked with him. Everyone is very happy and in evening dress. They run to 
greet him, Shake his hand, and reminisce about the good times they had while getting 
rich at the expense of the people. They play a friendly game of golf and then dine on 
lobster, caviar and champagne.
Also present is the devil, who really is a very friendly guy who has a good time dancing 
and telling jokes. They are having such a good time that before he realizes it, it is time 
to go. Everyone gives him a hearty farewell and waves while the elevator rises...
The elevator goes up, up, up and the door reopens on heaven where St. Peter is waiting 
for him. "Now it's time to visit heaven."
So, 24 hours pass with the senator joining a group of contented souls moving from cloud 
to cloud, playing the harp and singing. They have a good time and, before he realizes it, 
the 24 hours have gone by and St. Peter returns.
"Well, then, you've spent a day in hell and another in heaven. Now choose your eternity."
The senator reflects for a minute, then he answers: "Well, I would never have said it 
before, I mean heaven has been delightful, but I think I would be better off in hell."
So St. Peter escorts him to the elevator and he goes down, down, down to hell.
Now the doors of the elevator open and he's in the middle of a barren land covered with 
waste and garbage. He sees all his friends, dressed in rags, picking up the trash and 
putting it in black bags as more trash falls from above.
The devil comes over to him and puts his arm around his shoulder. "I don't understand," 
stammers the senator. "Yesterday I was here and there was a golf course and clubhouse, 
and we ate lobster and caviar, drank champagne, and danced and had a great time. Now 
there's just a wasteland full of garbage and my friends look miserable. What happened?"
The devil looks at him, smiles and says, "Yesterday we were campaigning. Today you 
voted." 

You may have read this before, but with the election coming, it seems apt.
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Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

Second Sunday of the Month
  7.30 pm Worship for Today’s World

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.45pm 
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
 

Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays for visitors and private prayer. 

The Tea sPOT tea room operates Monday - Saturday 10.00am to 3.00pm.

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136

Church Wardens
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

St John’s

Recorder / Coordinator
   Philip Thomas

Verger
   Evan Chapman

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Choir Director 
   Vanessa Hall

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates

April

Sun 5th EASTER DAY Festal Eucharist 10.00am 

Service of Lessons and Carols for Easter  6.00pm

Tue 7th Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm - Discussion Meeting

Fri 10th  Organ Concert Philip Thomas 1.15pm

Sun 12th First Sunday after Easter (Easter 2)  Low Sunday

Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism

Congregational Meeting  follows morning service.

Sun 19th Second Sunday after Easter (Easter 3) 

Easter Vestry (AGM) follows morning service.

Fri 24th Dedication of Memorial of Order of St John 2.00pm

Sat 25th  ST MARK 

Sun 26th Third Sunday after Easter (Easter 4)

Confirmation Service at Llandaff Cathedral  9.00am.

May

Fri 1st  SS PHILIP AND JAMES  Cytun Hustings 7.00pm

Sun 3rd Fourth Sunday after Easter (Easter 5)

Tue 5th Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm - Talk by R.E.Hardy. 

Fri 8th  Organ Concert Andrew Kirk 1.15pm

VE Day Remembrance & Thanksgiving, 2.45pm 

Poetry and music from WWII, 7.00pm 

Sun 10th Fifth Sunday after Easter (Easter 6) - Rogation Sunday

Thu 14th ASCENSION DAY

Fri 15th ST MATTHIAS (from 14th May)

Sun 17th  Sunday after Ascension (Easter 7)

Sun 24th PENTECOST  (WHIT SUNDAY)  

Sat 30th  Parish Outing to Hereford - details to be announced.

Sun 31st TRINITY SUNDAY (First after Pentecost)  
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Wendy Batey

PCC Member

Leon Blethyn

PCC Member

Ruth Mantle

PCC Member

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 18

2015 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 

recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.
 

Friday 10th April 

PHILIP THOMAS - Cardiff

Friday 8th May

ANDREW KIRK - St Mary Redcliffe Bristol

Friday 12th June 

CATHERINE ENNIS - St Lawrence Jewry, London

All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.

TUESDAYS AT ST JOHN’S
Introducing Christian Mindfulness & Meditation

at 12.45-1.15pm, Lunch Break

and at 6.00-6.30pm, Stress Busting
Come along at lunchtime or after work to these half-hours of teaching and guided 
practice in stillness and awareness of our thoughts, feelings and inner sensations


