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EDITORIAL

As we enter Lent, the church changes from the elation and joy of the 
Nativity into the anguish of the Passion. No longer do we rejoice at the 

coming of the Lord, Light entering the world, Jesus’ baptism, the conversion 
of Paul, God’s Creation, His Word, and such things celebrated on various 
Sundays. Instead we turn to a time of fasting, desert, temptation, sacrifice, 
and ultimately betrayal, suffering and death. It is a time to examine our-
selves, and seek forgiveness for our human failings. But we do not lose heart, 
because we know that God overcomes all that, and His love is always with 
us. Although the mood changes with the season, as a worshipping commu-
nity the coming period is just as busy as the previous one, and we must 
thank God that as a church we continue to be active in furthering His 
kingdom. So let us continue to seek God’s blessing on all that we do. 

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Easter 2015. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 23rd Mar.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

As I write, in the week before Lent begins, we are reading the Second 
Letter to Timothy in Morning Prayer.  St Paul writes that, sure as he is of 
Timothy’s sincere faith, he is nonetheless reminding him ‘to rekindle the gift 
of God that is within you … for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but 
rather ‘a spirit of power and love and self-discipline’ (2 Tim 1:5-7). 

This is very much what Lent is about: a time to remind ourselves of 
God’s gift of faith within us, and to ‘fan the flames’ as another translation 
puts it. Though it is a time of self-discipline, we should approach it with 
confidence, not merely believing in our heads in God’s love and power, but 
letting them ‘set our hearts on fire’.  While we should take Lent very 
seriously, as we reflect on how God in Jesus Christ laid down his very life for 
each one of us, ‘for me’, we should do so with holy hope and optimism. 
 As usual we have a breadth of special events through Lent, Holy 
Week and Easter, and I hope that you will engage with whatever best helps 
you to reflect more deeply in God’s gift of faith, and all he is asking of you.  
 The Church in Wales is also asking us for deep reflection at this time: 
around the issue of same sex partnerships, and how we should respond 
appropriately to changes in legislation that allow for same-sex couples to 
marry.  As you can read in the CinW Briefing Note in this Journal, the 
Standing Doctrine Commission produced an overarching report and a 
number of supplementary papers, to inform Governing Body discussions in 
April last year.  In particular, they looked at three possible options, outlined 
in the Briefing Note.

There is now a Wales-wide consultation process, NOT aimed at 
revisiting the arguments or at achieving a unanimous theological position, 
but to make recommendations for what the church should do, in a practical 
and pastoral way, at this point in time.
 There will be a Special Diocesan Conference on 9 May, preceded by 
a Deanery Conference on 23 April, and parishes are asked to reflect and 
consult before then.  Our PCC has carefully discussed how we do this, and 
concluded that we should use the Lent Group (meeting at the Vicarage at 
7pm on Mondays) to take a close look at the issues, using Bible Studies 
produced by the Church in Ireland (available at 
https://bibliahibernica.wordpress.com/lent-2012-economic-justice/).  We shall also en-
gage with the Doctrine Commission Report and other papers, available at 
http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/faith/doctrinal-commission/#sdcdocs.(These are par-
ticularly helpful, as, rather than trying to give ‘an answer’, they generally 
describe the whole breadth of opinions among Christians, and explore the 
reasons that justify these.) We shall then hold a special PCC, open to all, to 
discuss our response.  
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 My hope and prayer is that we take all this slowly, proceed as openly 
and gently as possible, and work towards a descriptive assessment of where 
we are, that reflects whatever breadth of views we hold – so that everyone 
has their say, and their perspectives are taken into account.  We shall NOT 
vote on the three options!  

This is a difficult and sensitive issue, so – whether or not you come 
to the Lent Groups, read the papers, or join in the special PCC – I ask you 
most of all to pray for God’s guidance, that he will lead us, and the whole 
Church in Wales, in his holy, life-giving, paths of truth.  Here is a prayer you 
might like to use:

Almighty God
You have given your Holy Spirit to the Church to lead us into all truth.
Bless us with your Spirit’s grace and presence as we debate this 
sensitive issue;
Keep us steadfast in faith, and united in love,
That we may reveal your glory and prepare the way of your kingdom
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

If anyone finds this a particularly sensitive matter, and wants to talk with 
me privately about it or about any issues it raises for you, you are most 
welcome to do so.  Just ask.
 On a more practical note, at this time of year we also prepare for our 
Annual Vestry (on 19 April, after the morning service), and every 5 years this 
includes complete revision of the Electoral Roll. We shall shortly send out 
forms that need to be completed afresh by everyone who wants to be on the 
Roll – communicant members of the Church in Wales who live in the Parish, 
or who have worshipped here regularly for more than 6 months.  We shall 
use the opportunity to do a ‘stock take’ of everyone’s particular interests 
within the life of St John’s, through a quick questionnaire. Please assist by 
returning both promptly! 
 We are delighted that Megan Blethyn and Megan Hewlett have 
decided they feel ready to make their personal commitment to the life of 
Christian faith, and be confirmed in this by the Bishop. Please pray for them, 
as they prepare for the service at St Margaret’s Roath, at 6pm on Sunday 22 
March, and for our on-going ‘Confirmation Experience’ course.
 Finally, if you’d like to try a fresh approach to Lent, you might enjoy 
Janet Morley’s book The Heart’s Time, which gives a daily poem and reflec-
tion. Drawing on both familiar and unexpected works, from George Herbert 
and Christina Rosetti to E E Cummings and R S Thomas, she offers thought- 
and soul-provoking new ways of engaging with familiar themes.
 `May God grant us all a holy Lent, drawing us close to Christ in his Passion, 
and then bring us to a greater celebration of all the joys of Easter new life.

... From the Vicar
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Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.

The season around Christmas is always a busy time for the church. The build-up 

starts more than a month before the Great Day. In the city streets around the 

church, the lights go up, the Christmas Fair opens, and the shops get busy. For 

our church, there is the Friends Autumn Lunch in late November, then the 

service of Advent Carols by Candlelight marks the start of Advent when we 

prepare spiritually for our Lord's coming. During Advent, a number of outside 

organisations make use of the church for their own carol services and Christmas 

celebrations or concerts. Then comes our own service of Nine Lessons and 

Carols on the Sunday before Christmas. On Christmas eve, there are three 

special services, Eucharist with Carols at Noon, for the benefit of shoppers, or 

those who rely on the use of public transport, a Crib Service in the afternoon, 

aimed at children, and the "Midnight Mass". By this hour, the whole of the city 

centre has shut down for the break. Then on Christmas Morning the bells ring 

to celebrate the birth of our Saviour, as people come to the Morning Festal 

Eucharist. 

In addition, this year there were some extra services. Each Saturday at 2 pm. 

during the weeks the Craft Fair in St John's Square was open, there was a service 

of Carols for Shoppers. St John's in its central location is there not just for its 

own congregation, but to be open to everyone in the city centre. This new 

service started rather quietly, but as the weeks went by the number of attendees 

gradually increased. It has been decided to do the same this coming year. As 

well, the service was supported by the Lutheran church in Cardiff, who after-

wards had their own celebration of favourite German carols. Not all the carols 

were familiar to English speakers, but translations were provided. 

As usual, on the Saturday before Christmas, there was a concert by the ladies' 

choir Oriana, followed by Stollen and Mulled Wine. A retiring collection raised 

£150 for the Bishop's fund for children. We are grateful that this delightful choir 

provided their services for free. 

Once the New Year is past, the world outside settles back into its normal 

rhythms, but for the church, Christmas is not yet over. Epiphany marks the 

revelation of the Lord to the whole world, and it is not until Candlemas that 

celebration of the joy of our Saviour's birth ends, with the lighting of candles to 

signify Christ as the Light of the World. Both these occasions were marked by 

special Evensongs. After Candlemas the mood changes and the church begins 

to look forward to Lent.    

Parish News
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New Chasuble.

The longer standing worshippers at St John's will remember with affection 

Margaret Kemp, a faithful member of our congregation. Margaret passed away 

suddenly in 2010 at the age of 90 after a full and active life right up to the end. 

She played many roles in the life of St Alban’s, St John's and the parish, being 

a governor of St Monica's School, Parish Stewardship Recorder, Regular at the 

Tuesday Group, Regular helper in the Tea Room, particularly remembered for 

her home made cakes and the cake stall at the parish fayre. A sum of money was 

left to the church in her memory, and this has been spent on the purchase of a 

new green chasuble, the outer garment worn by the priest during celebration of 

communion. The old garment was worn out through use, and the new one has 

been designed to match others in the church of 

the different colours for the ecclesiastical sea-

sons of the year. The central panel on these 

garments matches the 'all seasons' altar frontal. 

Green is the colour of 'ordinary time', that is 

between the high seasons. The new chasuble 

was dedicated at morning service on Sunday 

8th February, in memory of a true Christian 

soul and a Good and Faithful Servant.  It is 

pictured on the front cover.  

Order of St John's Ambulance Plaque. 

2014 marked the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War, or Great 

War, and numerous events and activities have been staged to observe it. This has 

brought to light an interesting connection linked to our church. It was recently 

discovered that in WWI there was only one Field Ambulance unit that bore the 

name 'St John's', and it was raised in South Wales, based on Cardiff.  After the 

War, veterans raised money for a plaque which was at one time in a previous St 

John's HQ, but it has been stored in the archive for many years and only just 

rediscovered.  The Wales Priory of the Order of St John have asked to put it in 

their chapel, which we are pleased to agree, as it is an appropriate home for it. 

The service to unveil it is provisionally arranged for Friday 24 April at 2pm. The 

plaque is a small rectangular one with the wording: "This plaque is placed as a 

tribute to those who laid down their lives and to commemorate the raising of 

130th (St John) field ambulance by the Priory for Wales which served with great 

distinction in the 38th Welsh division during the Great War 1914-18."

Parish News ...

Margaret Kemp
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German Market. 

During the Christmas Season, a set of stalls appears in Working Street at the east 

end of the church, in the form of a German Market, with replica German 

buildings selling real German food, drink and products. A picture of it was on 

the front of the last edition of this magazine. This market has appeared each year 

for the last few years, growing slightly in size each time, and it remains in place 

until the New Year, well after the Craft Fair has closed and gone. It has become 

a regular and popular feature of Cardiff centre in the Festive Season. Tucked 

between two of the stalls is a small nativity scene, a reminder to the passing 

public what Christmas is all about. Nearby they put a collection box, into which 

the people admiring the scene can put donations, which they very kindly donate 

to St John's Church. Afterwards they put the coins collected in a large bag and 

bring it to the church. This 

year the sum received was 

over £900. We are immensely 

grateful to the stall organisers 

and to the generosity of the 

passing public to receive such 

a princely sum.  

Christian Unity.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity this year was from 18th - 25th January. 

During this week we pray that Christians of whatever persuasion will work 

together in furtherance of the faith, as brothers and sisters together. Historically 

we know this has not always been the case, and even today, much work needs 

to be done to resolve issues that separate churches. In Cardiff there is good 

co-operation between the different denominations, and the work of Cytun 

provides a channel to achieve this. During the week, each of the churches was 

asked to pray for other churches in the area. On Monday prayer was for the 

University Chaplaincy, Dewi Sant & St Mary's, Tuesday the Salvation Army & 

Ty Gobaith, Wednesday City URC, Thursday the Methodist Church, Friday St 

David's Metropolitan Cathedral , and Saturday Tabernacl Baptist Church in the 

Hayes. On Thursday there was also a combined service of unity at Tabernacl. 

Parish News ...

The Christmas Scene 

in the German Market 

outside the church.
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Blessing of the Tower Crib.

The Christmas Nativity Scene at the foot of the tower has been a feature at 

Christmas for the last few years. It is erected courtesy of  Cardiff Council, in 

association with Cytun, churches together for the city and bay. It was blessed in 

a small ceremony on Saturday 13th December with representatives of the 

churches of central Cardiff. Afterwards the group came into the church to join 

in the shoppers' carol service. The crib can be seen by all who pass by on this 

busy pavement, to remind them of the central meaning of Christmas.. 

Panto Visit

On 17th  January the children of the Sunday School went on their traditional 

visit to the pantomime at the New Theatre, to see Cinderella.  As usual  they had 

a great time, thanks to the efforts of parents and supporters, and especially 

Norma who organised it. The children were duly thankful and made a special 

thank-you card, with the design all made from sweet wrappers. It is shown in 

the picture. On the inside it reads " To all at St John's. Thank you very much 
for making it possible for us to go and see 'Cinderella' in the Pantomime. 
We all really enjoyed it! Thank you! "

Parish News ...

The children’s thank-you card, made from sweet wrappers!
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Friends of St John’s Church

The Friends of St John’s Church had 

their Late Autumn Luncheon at the 

New House Hotel, Thornhill on 

Saturday 22nd November. It was a 

well attended occasion, much 

enjoyed by those who came. As 

usual, a good meal was provided by 

the hotel, and entertaining quiz 

sheets by Vanessa, who organised it, 

for which we thank her. Now that St 

John’s teams run the Tea sPOT every 

Saturday, a few people had 

unfortunately to miss the meal. For 

this reason the committee is thinking 

of having it on a Sunday this year, 

and will investigate the possibilities. 

Earlier in last year, the Friends organised the Parish Outing, in Septem-

ber. This is later than it used to be, so the committee is looking to have it 

earlier, sometime in the summer. If anyone has any ideas of where they 

think would be good to visit this year, they would like to hear. Normally 

the outing is to visit a place of interest not too distant, then go to a nearby 

church to sing Evensong. If you have any ideas, please speak to Pauline 

Grainger. 

President of the Friends, Capt. Sir 
Norman Lloyd Edwards and our 

Priest-in-Charge, Revd. Canon Dr. 
Sarah Rowland Jones enjoying the 

Friends Autumn Luncheon

Sarah on Air Again.

Our Priest-in-Charge, Sarah, it seems is becoming something of a regular on 

Radio Wales. She has already been on air leading "Celebration" and reviewing 

the news, but in the first week of February, she was a guest of Revd. Roy Jenkins 

on his long-running series, "All Things Considered". This programme looks 

each week at all sorts of matters moral and spiritual, and this particular 

programme looked at Confession. The interesting discussion looked at this 

subject from the points of view of Catholic, Anglican, Non-Conformist and 

Non-Believer. Whatever one's belief or not, people can benefit from admitting 

to their faults and reforming their lives. 

Parish News ...
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Candlemas.

The feast of the Presentation of Christ in the Temple, also known as Candlemas, 

is on 2nd February, being 40 days after Christmas. It celebrates the visit by Mary 

to the Temple in Jerusalem when according to the Jewish custom a firstborn son 

is presented to God. It was marked in our church by a special Evensong the 

previous day (being Sunday.) During the service, candles were lit and blessed. 

They signify Jesus as being the Light of the World, echoing the account of the 

visit given by St Luke. At this day the celebration of Christ's Nativity comes to 

an end, and the church starts to look forward to Lent. 

Cards for Good Causes.

The Cards for Good Causes again set up their stall in the north aisle of our 

church in the period before Christmas. This organisation sells Greetings cards 

on behalf of a number of charitable causes, and the church is pleased to support  

their work by providing them with a place right in the city centre. They were 

well satisfied with their results over the period, so much that they have already 

enquired about a booking for later this year. 

Parish News ...

Keith Underdown

It is sad to report the rather sudden death of Keith Underdown. Keith was 

husband of Rev. Meg Underdown who has been so helpful in supporting St 

John's during its periods of vacancy, and continues to support by assisting with 

the Thursday chaplaincy duties. Keith was a committed Christian, and a man of 

many talents, and was churchwarden at St Teilo's church in Woodville Road, 

where his funeral took place in early February. We pray for his soul, and offer 

sincere sympathies to Meg and their family. 

St John's @ 7.30

The monthly Sunday evening services continue on the second Sunday of each 

month. These services of music, words and prayer offer an alternative form of 

worship to the usual liturgy, particularly aimed at younger worshippers, students 

and young adults. They are attracting a steady attendance, with their offering of 

refreshments beforehand, and a good charge of spirituality within. Each service 

focuses on a particular aspect of Jesus' ministry. In December it was Emmanuel, 

God with us, looking not only at our Lord's nativity, but putting it into context 

of His whole life. January and February looked at His ministry as Teacher and 

Healer, and in March and April the themes will be Jesus as King, and as Saviour. 

More information can be found on the church Facebook page. 
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Holy Week Displays

During Holy Week the church will be holding two displays. First, there will be 

a return of the Photo Exhibition 'A Sideways Look' which was in the church last 

year in Holy Week. Photographer and committed Christian Marten Holmes has 

produced a series of panels showing modern interpretations of Old Master 

paintings depicting the events and characters of Holy Week. These thought-

provoking pictures created great interest the last time they were in the church. 

Alongside these will be modern interpretations of Stations of the Cross, once 

again provided by Wendy Batey. These will be on display all week, again to 

encourage people to think on the Passion of our Lord. Then on the morning of 

Good Friday there will be a service of procession around the church, with a 

pause at each of the Stations to pray and contemplate. 

Lord Mayor's Service.

St David's Day, 1st March, this year falls on a Sunday. The Annual National 

Mayoral service will be held this year at 3.00pm instead of the more usual 

morning time. We always look forward to receiving the Lord Mayor to our 

church, as a strengthening of the bond between the church and the city whose 

people we both serve. 

In the evening there will be no Evensong at 6.00pm , but at 7.30 there is a 

concert in the church, “Sound of Wales”, details on page 16.

... Parish News

DEPARTURE

The funeral took place at St John’s of a departed sister in Christ
 On Tuesday 11th November 2014,   Margaret Joyce Scanlon

May she rest in peace and rise in glory

HOLY BAPTISM

We welcome into Christ’s family these children of God who received Holy 
Baptism at St John’s. 

On Friday 28th November 2014,  Peter Thomas, 
      Astrid Mair Neema Thomas

May God’s Grace rest on them and their family

Easter Vestry.

Please note that the Easter Annual Vestry Meeting will be on Sunday 19th April, 

after Morning Service.
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Same Sex Partnerships

THE CHURCH IN WALES AND SAME-SEX PARTNERSHIPS:THE CHURCH IN WALES AND SAME-SEX PARTNERSHIPS:THE CHURCH IN WALES AND SAME-SEX PARTNERSHIPS:THE CHURCH IN WALES AND SAME-SEX PARTNERSHIPS:
AN EDITED BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE CONSULTATION PROCESSAN EDITED BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE CONSULTATION PROCESSAN EDITED BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE CONSULTATION PROCESSAN EDITED BRIEFING NOTE FOR THE CONSULTATION PROCESS

Walking Up the Aisle:   The Situation NowWalking Up the Aisle:   The Situation NowWalking Up the Aisle:   The Situation NowWalking Up the Aisle:   The Situation Now
In 2004 civil partnerships were introduced for same-sex couples in England 
and Wales. From 2011 civil partnerships could be registered on religious 
premises with the agreement of the religious body concerned.  In March 
2014 it became possible for same-sex couples to marry in England and 
Wales, with exactly the same rights and responsibilities as heterosexual 
married couples.  
Some religious bodies had already begun to offer ceremonies enabling 
same-sex couples to celebrate their partnerships. The Government was 
keen to ensure that churches could offer same-sex marriages if they wished, 
but they should not be compelled to do so. Because of the unique position 
of the Church in Wales (and Church of England) – i.e. effectively branches of 
the state for marriage purposes – the only way to ensure these churches 
could determine their own position was to exclude them from the new 
legislation, while providing a mechanism for them to opt-in should they wish. 

Standing at the Altar:  Discussions in the Church Standing at the Altar:  Discussions in the Church Standing at the Altar:  Discussions in the Church Standing at the Altar:  Discussions in the Church 
In February 2014, at the request of the Bishops, theStanding Doctrinal 
Commission of the Church in Wales produced a report,The Church in Wales 
and Same-Sex Partnerships, with various supplementary papers, to inform 
the CinW in its response to the present situation in law.  Three options (see 
below) were discussed in small groups at the Governing Body meeting in 
April 2014. The Bishops and GB members were clear that whatever action 
is taken should be pastorally sensitive to different shades of opinion and 
experience.
Consultation is now open to all members of the CinW. Within Llandaff 
Diocese, parishes are asked to reflect and consult before Special Deanery 
Conferences (ours is on 23 April), and a Special Diocesan Conference on 9 
May. The issue will then be considered again by the Bishops and the GB.
The purpose of this Consultation is not to revisit the arguments or achieve a 
unanimous theological position for the Church in Wales, but to make recom-
mendations for what it is most appropriate for the church to do, in a practical 
and pastoral way, at this point in time.

The Church in Wales is currently carrying out a consultation on this sensitive issue. 

Below is an edited version of their briefing paper. The full vesion may be found on-line. 
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Popping the QuestionPopping the QuestionPopping the QuestionPopping the Question
The three options identified by the Doctrinal Commission are:

(1) Maintain that the union of one man and one woman is the only 
definition of marriage recognised by the CinW, and make no 
liturgical provision for recognising same-sex relationships.

(2) Make provision for the blessing of same-sex relationships (ie civil 
partnerships or state-recognised marriages), but not carry out same-
sex weddings.

(3) Conduct marriages for same-sex couples.

It may be helpful to consider the following subsidiary questions:

 What is the difference between blessing or affirming a same-sex 
relationship, and solemnising it (ie carrying out a wedding ceremony)?  

  How should couples be prepared for any new rites?  Should there be any 
special requirements – eg that they are practising Christians? Should 
particular attention be paid to their understanding of commitment, 
faithfulness, and freedom from complications? (These are similar to 
questions raised when divorcees seek marriage in church.)

  Are there any wider issues the CinW should consider, such as 
implications for the worldwide Anglican Communion, or for ecumenical 
relationships, or for Christians generally throughout the world?

If Any of You Know of Any Reason...If Any of You Know of Any Reason...If Any of You Know of Any Reason...If Any of You Know of Any Reason...
There is a vast amount of research, debate and writing on the subject of 
same-sex relationships from a great breadth of Christian perspectives. 
History, sociology, psychology and theology have all been employed in the 
struggle to respond appropriately. There remains a wide range of opinions 
within the Christian community, both at home and abroad, with a wealth of 
resources available. 

The report of the Church in Wales’ Standing Doctrinal Commission, and all 
supporting papers, can be found at
 http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/faith/doctrinal-commission/#sdcdocs
 

... Same Sex Partnerships
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Tower News 

Our 9th clapper has now been returned and it is very obvious that the ball, 

which is what broke, is now a different shape.  The new ball is shaped more like 

a doughnut than a sphere and the upstanding "tang", which fits into the wooden 

shaft, is thicker than before and curved at the point where it connects with the 

ball, which makes for greater strength.  So far so good with the new one, and we 

have not been charged for the repair as Taylor's seemed to think the original 

design was not satisfactory.   After two breakages we can only agree!  The new 

clapper has a warranty of 2 years.

The Christmas period brings a number of special services but this year we 

only had to cancel one practice for that reason.  We took it as the opportunity to 

have our annual Christmas meal for which we chose Bill's at the top of 

Wyndham Arcade.  They looked after us well and all had a good evening.  The 

Order of St John Carol service was the previous evening which, as usual, we 

rang before, so nobody was actually cheated of their ringing that week!

As has become traditional, we rang for the shopper's Carol/Eucharist 

service on Christmas Eve, assisted by our friends from Llanedeyrn, and were 

augmented on Christmas morning by members of the Kipling family from 

Llandaff Cathedral.  Many thanks to both for their support.

Earlier in the Autumn Sarah extended to the ringers and our "regulars" an 

invitation to have a party at the Vicarage in the New Year.  This took place on 

January 15th on a "bring and share" basis and we are all very grateful to Sarah 

for her hospitality.  The only disappointed person was Steve Dutfield who was 

expecting to take home at least a small portion of his home-made corned beef 

pie but I'm afraid we found it too good and ate the lot!

I had an enquiry just before Christmas from a partially sighted lady about 

teaching some visually handicapped people to ring so that they could hire a 

"mini ring" to use on the Bay Barrage in the Autumn as part of celebrations of 

the 150th anniversary of the Cardiff RNIB.  While there are blind ringers, and 

we have one living fairly locally, this would have been quite a challenge, not 

only from the teaching viewpoint but because the technique for ringing the small 

bells of a "mini-ring" is very different from ringing a much heavier church bell.  

Nevertheless I invited her up to the tower, along with a ringing colleague 

connected with a national ringing teachers group, so that she could see what was 

involved.  We hope we have now solved her problem by suggesting that learning 

using handbells would be much quicker and easier, an idea she is currently 

looking into.

Bob Hardy
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Shrove Tuesday, 17 February –  6pm /7.30pm, Pancake Party

Ash Wednesday, 18 February – 12.30 and 7pm, Eucharist with Ashing
 

Sundays in Lent – 10am, Sung Eucharist with Sunday School
        (15 March, Mothering Sunday), and 6pm Evensong 

Daily in Lent – 10-10.25am, Prayer in the City

Mondays in Lent – 12.45-1.15pm, Word for the City
        7pm – Lent Group, Church in Wales Consultation, at the Vicarage  
Tuesdays in Lent – Christian Mindfulness & Meditative Prayer
        12.45-1.15pm, and 6-6.30pm,  
Wednesdays in Lent – 12.30pm, Eucharist with Reflection
Thursdays in Lent – 12.30-2pm, Chaplain available for prayer & counsel
Fridays in Lent – 12 noon, Eucharist with Reflection
 
Friday 13 March     – 1.15pm, Organ Concert with Gerard Brooks
Saturday 28 March – 7pm, Concert with City Consort of Voices

   Music for Lent and Passiontide

Palm Sunday, 29 March - 10am, Blessing of Palms & Sung Eucharist
6pm,  Evensong

Throughout Holy Week:- 
        A Sideways Look: Art Exhibition
        Stations of the Cross:  An Interactive Reinterpretation for Visitors

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday in Holy Week
        12.45pm (12.30pm on Wednesday) Eucharist and Reflection 
        7-7.45pm  Reflections on the Passion of Christ in Words & Music
Maundy Thursday, 2 April – 7pm, Eucharist of the Last Supper
Good Friday, 3 April – 10am, Stations of the Cross for all the family
               12-3pm, The Three Hours with Veneration of the Cross
Holy Saturday, Easter Eve, 4 April – 8pm, Vigil and First Eucharist

Easter Sunday, 5 April – 10am, Festal Eucharist
                                       6pm, Service of Lessons and Carols for Easter

 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

at St John the Baptist, Cardiff City Centre
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“Sound of Wales”“Sound of Wales”“Sound of Wales”“Sound of Wales”

Sound of WalesSound of WalesSound of WalesSound of Wales is a collection of young musicians based in Wales who love Jesus 
and above all want to be a part of revealing his glory to the Earth. They recall the 
time 100 years ago, when Wales was a nation bountiful of lives transformed from 
the inside out as people met Jesus and pubs emptied, churches filled as the holy 
spirit lifted peoples eyes to the truth that sets them free, that is Christ. They want 
to unlock this spiritual inheritance and see God move in a new and profound way 
in this nation and the nations around the world. Early this year they recorded a 
CD in front of a live audience at the Gate Arts Centre in Roath, Cardiff- a 
beautiful 100 year-old church that has been converted to serve the community. 
On Sunday 1st March, St David’s Day, they will have the official launch of the 
new CD in St John’s, in a gig starting at 7.30 pm. To book tickets for the live 
album launch, check out the Elevation Facebook page. Also look at their own 

webpage, http://www.louderthanthemusic.com/document.php?id=4719

CD Launch 

All Kinds of People

All kinds of people come to pray 
at St John's Church in the city's heart 
walking through the fine glass door 
to a haven of peace away from the crowds 
seeking the Lord or just quiet reflection 
in this oasis in the town centre! 

Yes, all kinds of people come to pray: 
from men in expensive suits to those 
who are clearly cursed by poverty 
yet the Lord stands for equality. 
Money cannot buy this tranquility 
so I come to escape from the streets of greed 
where people purchase what they do not need. 

GUY  FLETCHER

Poetry Spot
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 == City Consort Voices. ==

On Saturday 28th March, the City Consort Voices will be performing a 

concert in St John’s Church of sacred music for Lent. It will include music 

from different centuries, from Allegri through to Vaughan Williams, includ-

ing Lotti, Tallis, Rachmaninov and Durufle. The concert starts at 7pm and 

tickets at £10 & £7 may be obtained at http://buytickets.at/cityconsortvoices  

The concert is being organised by Lowri, daughter of our former organist 

Gareth Williams.

Book Appeal

Forging Fred – Book Collection Service

Forging Fred is a not-for-profit Cardiff-based organisation devoted to 

alleviation of poverty of the marginalised and disadvantaged individuals in 

Wales and Sub-Saharan Africa. Our aim is to create, sustainable and innovative 

educational mechanisms to respond to growing deprivation levels in these 

societies.  and to devise viable lifelong learning programmes in collaboration 

with Cardiff University, the University of South Wales and Coleg Gwent, and 

the International Institute of Social Studies (The Hague). 

We are currently approaching individuals and organisations in order to collect 

books and other equipment to support Kankalay Schools and the Institute of 

Advanced Management and Technology in Sierra Leone. We need school, 

college and university (text) books on any subject matter (including fiction). as 

many as you are willing to donate, to give them to people who need them. We 

would be very grateful for books, sporting, office, laboratory or carpentry and 

mechanic equipment, desks, chairs, bookcases or cabinets.

The standard of education in Sierra Leone at independence was one of the best 

around the world. 

In 1991 the country descended into a brutal 

civil war that lasted for 11 years. Education 

was one of the early casualties. In spite of 

sustained international efforts since the end of 

the war most schools and FE and HE Institu-

tions in the country still need books and basic 

teaching equipment and materials. For more 

information, contact Drazen Nozinic, Forging 

Fred Coordinate 

Email: fredltd@hotmail.co.uk or telephone: 

02920 614335 
A Sierra Leone Schoolroom
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Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

Second Sunday of the Month
  7.30 pm Worship for Today’s World

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.45pm 
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
 

Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays for visitors and private prayer. 

The Tea sPOT tea room operates Monday - Saturday 10.00am to 3.00pm.

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136

Church Wardens
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

St John’s

Recorder / Coordinator
   Philip Thomas

Verger
   Evan Chapman

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Choir Director 
   Vanessa Hall

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates
February

Sun 15th Next before Lent (Quinquagesima) Transfiguration Sunday 

Tue 17th Shrove Tuesday - Pancake Party.  6.00pm (Private House)

Wed 18th ASH WEDNESDAY - Eucharist with Ashing  12.30 & 7.00 pm

Sun 22nd First Sunday in Lent 

Mon 23rd Lent Group - Consultation 7.00pm (at the vicarage)

March

Sun 1st   Second in Lent  ST DAVID  Mayoral Service 3.00 pm

“Sound of Wales” Concert & CD Launch 7.30 pm.

Mon 2nd Lent Group - Consultation 7.00pm (at the vicarage)

Tue 3rd Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm

Sun 8th Third Sunday in Lent 

Mon 9th Lent Group - Consultation 7.00pm (at the vicarage)

Fri 13th Organ Concert Gerard Brooks  1.15pm

Sun 15th Fourth Sunday in Lent - Mothering Sunday

Mon 16th Lent Group - Consultation  7.00pm (at the vicarage)

Tue 17th ST PATRICK Patron of Ireland 

Thu 19th ST JOSEPH OF NAZARETH

Sun 22nd Fifth Sunday in Lent - Passion Sunday

Confirmation Service at St. Margaret’s Roath, 6.00 pm

Mon 23rd Lent Group - Consultation  7.00pm (at the vicarage)

Wed 25th THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD

Sat 28th Concert of Lent Music by City Consort Voices  7.00pm

Sun 29th Sixth Sunday in Lent - Palm Sunday - Holy Week
Mon 30th Monday in Holy Week     }  Daily: Eucharist & Reflection 

Tue 31st Tuesday in Holy Week    }  (Mon, Tue, 12.45, Wed. 12.30) 

       }  Reflection on the Passion 7pm 

April

Wed 1st Wednesday in Holy Week } See above. 

Thu 2nd MAUNDY THURSDAY - Eucharist of the Last Supper 7pm 

Fri 3rd  GOOD FRIDAY Stations of the Cross for all the family 10am

Three Hours Devotions with Veneration  12.00-3.00pm

Sat 4th  EASTER EVE - Vigil and First Eucharist 8.00pm

Sun 5th EASTER DAY Festal Eucharist 10.00am 

Service of Lessons and Carols for Easter  6.00pm
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Norms Thomas

Sunday School

Vanessa Hall

Choir Director

Alwena John

P.C.C. Member

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 18

2015 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 
recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.

 Friday 13th March 

GERARD BROOKS - Central Hall, Westminster
Friday 11th April

DAVID SOAR - Cardiff
All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.

LENT AND HOLY WEEK
Worship and meditation daily, for full programme see page 15.

Palm Sunday, 29 March - 10am, Blessing of Palms & Sung Eucharist

6pm,  Evensong

Holy Week , Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday*

Eucharist and Reflection 12.45/12.30*  Reflection on the Passion 7pm

Maundy Thursday, 2nd April - 7pm, Eucharist of the Last Supper

Good Friday, 3rd April - 10am, Stations of the Cross for all the family

 12-3pm, The Three Hours with Veneration of the Cross

Holy Saturday, Easter Eve, 4th April - 8pm, Vigil and First Eucharist

Easter Sunday, 5th April - 10am, Festal Eucharist

 6pm, Service of Lessons and Carols for Easter


