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EDITORIAL

At this season, as the evenings draw in, certain occasions come round. At 
the start of November is Remembrance of those lost in war, especially 

significant this year, 100 years after the outbreak of the First World War. 
Then up go the Christmas lights, the Christmas market stalls, and all the 
spirit of festivity. As all the bustle goes on around us, the church prepares 
for Advent, looking forward to celebrating Christ’s first and second comings. 
The carols are sung, the joy of Christ’s presence on earth is celebrated, and 
we go forward into a new year. We also go forward into a new mission, 
reaching out in new ways to anyone seeking Christ. So as we celebrate the 
joy of our Lord, may his light shine out through each one of us. 

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Lent 2015. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 3rd Feb.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

Dear Family of St John's, dear brothers and sisters in Christ

Once again - I can say this, having now been here a Whole Year, 
and thank you for the wonderful year it has been! - once again Advent 
and Christmas are approaching, and for me this means that the 
famous hymn 'O come, o come, Emmanuel' weaves its way into the 
soundtrack of my mind.

Emmanuel means 'God with us' and is one of the most beautiful 
and profound names of Jesus, encapsulating vast riches of theology.  
It speaks of how God's love for his creation and his creatures drives 
him not only to provide a solution to the mess of human life, but to do 
so through being alongside us in the midst of all we face, in complete 
and total solidarity. As St John writes, the eternal Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.

As November rolls into December, you probably find yourself 
asking or being asked 'What do you want for Christmas?' I find this 
increasingly hard to answer, as my life overflows with Stuff, and there 
is frankly very little I actually need.

So it's helpful to remember the heart of Christmas gift-giving. 
From 1 to 19 December, as a supplement to The Christmas Story at 
Tabernacl, we shall host a presentation of the story of St Nicholas. The 
4th century Bishop of Myra, the model for Santa Claus, gave gifts of 
money to the daughters of an impoverished family so they would have 
a dowry and avoid slavery. And of course the Magi brought gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh - signifying kingship, priesthood and 
anointing for death -to the infant Jesus.

Greatest of all is the gift of God's own self, as Emmanuel. In 
giving himself, God also offers the gifts money cannot buy, from the 
peace that passes all understanding to the promise of eternal life. 
Courage for the future, new beginnings, readiness to offer or receive 
forgiveness, healing for wounds of the past, the capacity to mature in 
handling those aspects of ourselves which we wish were different, all 
these and much more God longs to give us.
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So, what better way to prepare for Christmas than pondering 
what we would like from God: what do we yearn for in our deepest 
selves? Find a quiet place and time to talk it through with Jesus in 
prayer.

I also commend "Love Life, Live Advent", a little booklet with a 
practical suggestion for each day of December, to focus our lives on 
the true Advent journey of preparing for Christmas. They are also a 
lovely gift instead of the usual Advent calendar: £1.50 from me or 
Cards for Good Causes.

Do pick up and share copies of our flyer with details of the new 
Shoppers' Carol Service and all our seasonal events through to 
Epiphany and Candlemas. We also plan a 'Christmas Card Tree' on 
which we can each hang a card to everyone else at St John's.

And finally, as well as telling God what you most desire this 
Christmas, have you thought of asking him what he most wants? God 
in love gives himself to us fully and unconditionally in Jesus Christ - 
and he asks the same of us, so his love can transform our lives into 
our best and truest selves.  What could be a better Christmas gift!

Wishing you a holy Advent, and all the joys of Christmas.

Sarah

... From the Vicar
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Priest-in-Charge - One year on.

It is now just over a year since our new Priest-in-Charge, Canon Sarah Rowland 

Jones joined the parish from her previous post in South Africa. Her arrival was 

somewhat protracted, with herself, luggage, dogs, more luggage and husband 

arriving over a two month period. But all are now settled down into the parish, 

the church and the vicarage. We are fortunate indeed to have such a capable 

priest, who quickly took things in hand and for the first half year took time and 

prayer to seek the vision and mission for our church that God had called her to. 

Using the model of the Seven Sacred Spaces, she looked to find which of those 

spaces were the priority for our church. St John's particularly is a welcoming 

church, one which draws visitors and strangers into its life. With its city centre 

location, there are always people around that will seek its peace and shelter, and 

very often visitors to its services. Having found the direction of mission, Sarah 

has worked amazingly hard and tirelessly to bring new spirit to the church, and 

to preserve the best of the old. She has made many new contacts and scattered 

seeds around in the hope of new growth. We all pray that her ministry here will 

grow in fruitfulness, and that God's 

blessing will be on her work. 

To celebrate her year with us there 

was a little St John's style 

celebration after morning service on 

the First of the Kingdom, 2nd 

November. It was a double 

celebration, because Keith Hall, the 

husband of our choir director 

Vanessa, was celebrating his 80th 

birthday the same week. So it was 

six cheers, rather than the usual 

three! 

Parish News

Keith  and Sarah Celebrate

Revd. Sarah on Radio Wales.

Our Priest-in-Charge Sarah has been heard on the airwaves twice in recent 

weeks, but you needed to be up early to hear her. She has led a programme of 

"Celebration", Radio Wales's regular 7.30 Sunday Morning worship. These are 

often broadcast from a church or chapel, but Sarah's programme was studio 

based. She was called again to the studio as the guest paper reviewer on "Good 

Morning Wales", the daily news and current affairs programme. As this is a live 

broadcast it meant a very early start for Sarah!
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Sarah in Switzerland! 

Our Priest-in-Charge has much experience of Christianity on the global stage, 

and regularly travels to conferences overseas. During October Sarah made a 

visit to Switzerland to attend the Global Christian Forum steering group and 

committee, as representative of the Anglican Communion. She was working 

together with colleagues from the Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Meth-

odist, Reformed, Mennonite, and Moravian churches, the Salvation Army, the 

Assemblies of God, the Church of God, the World Council of Churches, the 

World Evangelical Alliance, the Association of Evangelicals in Africa, the 

Pentecostal World Fellowship, YWCA, World Christian Student Movement, 

International Fellowship of Evangelical Students (and missing absent friends 

from the Seventh Day Adventist Church, the Baptist World Alliance, the Syrian 

Orthodox Church, and the Organisation of African Instituted Churches). In a 

retreat in the Swiss Mountains these people from all parts of the world gathered 

together in discussion of matters of relevance to the whole community of 

Christians. Thanks be to God for bringing together such a broad spectrum of 

global Christianity, to promote unity amongst all God's people! 

Sarah will be off again in December for a week in Accra, working with the 

Inter-Anglican Standing Commission for Unity, Faith and Order.

Parish News ...

Guest Preachers

During October we were pleased to welcome two guest preachers to our morn-

ing service. On Sunday 12th we heard Jonathan Cox of Citizens Cymru Wales 

who introduced the work of the newly formed Cardiff Citizens. This was 

officially launched at Tabernacl later in the month. You can read about it in a 

separate article. 

The following Sunday, 19th October we listened to Revd. David Sheen, the 

University Chaplain. With the main University buildings close by in our parish, 

it is hoped to form closer links between ourselves and them. Some students 

prefer a more modern approach to worship than is our normal style, but others 

would be quite comfortable with our traditional approach. We hope our relation-

ship with both Cardiff Citizens and the University will flourish in the years to 

come. 
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Parish News ...

The Giant Sunflower made by 

the Sunday School

Harvest Festival, and Burundi

The Harvest Festival took place on Sunday 28th September. It was as usual a 

celebration in thanksgiving for all the good gifts that God has provided for us 

and for the world. The children of the Sunday School took an active part in the 

morning service, leading the prayers and presenting their gifts at the altar. The 

focus of the service was on sunflowers, and the children had created a giant 

paper sunflower in the church. There was a particular point to this. 

In Britain sunflowers are grown as a decorative garden plant, but sunflowers are 

a rich source of oil and other nutrition, and where the climate is suitable, they 

can be grown as a food crop. Such a place is Burundi, a small country not much 

bigger than Wales in area, in the very middle of Africa. It may be small as Wales 

in size, but it has three times the population, and is one of the poorest countries 

in the world. It has had a troubled history, with violent inter-tribal wars in which 

many of its population were killed. It struggles to survive at all, and lacks most 

of the amenities we take for granted. 

Christian Aid has launched a campaign to help the people of that country to 

improve their lot, and in particular to plant sunflowers to produce crops that will 

improve their diet. The Archbishop of Burundi, the Most Revd Bernard 

Ntahoturi has called on churches in Britain to support the scheme. All the cash 

in the collection plates for harvest was set aside to make a donation to the 

sunflower scheme, and we were able to send £200 to help. What better way is 

there to thank God for his abundance than to share and support those who are 

less blessed with plenty than ourselves. 
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Harvest Lunch

Slightly later than the Harvest Festival, following morning service on 12th 

October, there was a Bring and Share Lunch in the church. With tables and 

cutlery arranged in the South Aisle, people gathered around, put food they had 

brought on the table, and then 

tucked in to what was available. It 

was not entirely without organisa-

tion. A number of people had been 

primed with what to bring, to make 

sure that all the essentials were 

covered. Even so, many people 

brought what they thought other 

people would like, which provided 

an interesting variety of choice. 

The gathering was quite informal, 

no sitting at table, serving of cours-

es, or speeches. Rather, people 

were able to move around and chat 

to each other while eating. There 

were ample supplies of food, but 

none was wasted as people were able to take home what was left over. The food 

was available free to anyone who stayed after the service, whether a regular or 

not, and the meal in this way reflected Christian fellowship, and God's feeding 

of us in our needs. Thanks to all who organised it. 

People enjoy the Bring and Share Lunch

Parish News ...

Christmas Market, and Shoppers' Service.

Once again this year the Christmas street market has arrived outside the church, 

with its craft stalls and German Village extending through St John's Square and 

Working Street, with others in Trinity Street. There seem to be more that ever 

this year, the church is surrounded by stalls, making it truly the church in the 

market place. Our church is always available for passers-by to drop in for a 

moment away from the busy hubbub outside, but this year to draw them in even 

more there will be a series of Shoppers' Carol Services each Saturday at 2pm in 

the period before Christmas. This will be a short service, with popular carols, 

readings and a little prayer and contemplation, just to put Christ at the centre of 

all the activity around. When he was on earth, Jesus went out among the people, 

so it is right that our mission should reach out to the festive throngs in the city. 
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Patricia Chapman

It is sad to report that the mother of our churchwarden and verger, Evan 

Chapman, passed away in the last week. Patricia and her late husband Revd. 

Prof. Raymond Chapman were regular visitors to St John's whenever they came 

to Cardiff. Raymond, who passed away last year, occasionally helped out by 

taking the services at our church, and Pat would 

climb the tower and join our team of bellringers. 

She was always a lively, friendly character, full of 

life, and she remained so to the end, even in her 

last days when she had reconciled herself to the 

end of her journey in this world. She passed away 

peacefully after a short period in hospital in Lon-

don. Our deepest sympathy goes to Evan, his sister 

and family in their loss. "May Christ give her rest 

in the land of the living and open for her the gates 

of paradise; may he receive her as a citizen of the 

kingdom, and grant her forgiveness of her sin, for 

she was his friend."

New Hymn Books

At the beginning of November, the church started using new hymn books, 

Complete Anglican Hymns Old and New. As the name suggests, it contains 

most of the old favourites, together with many of the best of new hymns. Many 

of the old red hymn books were showing distinct signs of much use over the 

years, and replacements were needed. It was the opportunity to move forward 

in our hymnody. Some of the new hymns though unfamiliar are very good, so 

over time they can be introduced and we can get used to them. But the book will 

allow continued use of the more familiar hymns alongside them as a mainstay. 

With their orange covers, the new books have considerably more hymns than 

the old, which does make them larger. Most of the books are words only, but 

there are some with large print and some with the melody line, as well as full 

music edition for the choir. If you want melody or large print, please ask as you 

come in. 

The books have been purchased with the aid of gifts given in memory of Dr. 

Percy John, long time chorister of the church, who passed away early this year. 

They will be a fitting reminder of his dedication to his faith and to the church. 

We are most grateful to those whose generosity made this possible, and espe-

cially to his wife of so many years, Alwena. 

Patricia Chapman

Parish News ...
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Cards for Good Causes

This organisation has set up its stall in our church for many years. Shoppers in 

the city centre can pop into the church and buy from a large selection of 

Christmas cards which are sold on behalf of various charitable organisations. 

Many well-known charities are supported as 

well as some lesser-known ones which 

benefit by being on the same 'stall'. They 

also support the Scouts by selling Scouts 

Stamps. To mark the start of the stamp 

selling, they invited one of their customers, 

a regular at St John's,  to stand in for a 

publicity photo and be sold stamps. Guess 

who!

Officers of the Livery Company

 in Procession

Parish News ...

Worshipful Livery Company of Wales.

On Saturday 17th October the Worshipful Livery Company of Wales held their 

Annual Installation Service at St John's. You may know them better as the 

Livery Guild, but earlier this year they received a Royal Charter which was 

dedicated in St John's by the Archbishop of Wales, conferring on them the status 

of a Livery Company. Their Installation Service is always a colourful affair, 

with the members in their ceremonial robes, entering in procession, to dedicate 

themselves to God in the work that 

they do in service to the community. 

Their objective is to encourage and 

equip young people with the education 

and skills they need to lead a full and 

useful life. The service was led by their 

chaplain, Revd. Canon Roy Doxsey, 

and the address was given by the Very 

Revd. Gerwyn Capon, recently in-

stalled Dean of Llandaff Cathedral. 

The lesson was read by the newly in-

stalled Master, Mr. Wayne Warlow, 

and music included singing by Mr. 

Steffan Rhys Hughes. 

The Editor is sold Scouts Stamps
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Parish News ...

New Service; - St John's @7.30

The church has now started its new monthly service of Worship for Today's 

World, on the second Sunday of each month, at 7.30pm, after the end of the 

6.00pm Evensong. This is a departure from the more traditional approach to 

worship usually found at St John's, and is designed to appeal to young adults (of 

any age, really,) particularly students and those in the early years of adult life. 

The series is being run by Revd. Will 

Souter with the help of his wife, family 

and friends. Up-beat music from a 

group is mixed with readings, prayer 

and an address, intended to be thought 

provoking and challenging, and to set 

the spirit pulsing. The music group, 

led by Will's multi-talented wife Jude, 

is really effective. Each month there is 

a different theme. looking in turn at 

God the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. The full programme for the year 

was included in last month's magazine 

and can be downloaded from the 

parish website What's On page. 

During the Advent, Christmas and 

Epiphany season we can look forward 

to - 

Dec. 13th Emmanuel, God with us; -

Jan 11th Jesus the Teacher; - 

Feb. 8th Jesus the healer. 

Christmas Crib

Once again we have the Christmas Crib in the garden at the base of the tower. 

It is a reminder to all who pass by of the true origin of Christmas. The Crib will 

be blessed on Saturday 13th December at a short service at 1.45pm by members 

of Cytun, churches together in the city, following which they will come into the 

church for the 2.00pm Shoppers Carols. This is a simple act of witness and unity 

by the Cardiff city church, which can be observed by all the busy shoppers 

around. 

The Music Group,

 led by Jude Souter

December: >December: >December: >December: >

CHRISTMAS RECONSTRUCTED >CHRISTMAS RECONSTRUCTED >CHRISTMAS RECONSTRUCTED >CHRISTMAS RECONSTRUCTED >
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Educational Links

An area of mission that St John's has been involved in to a limited extent 

recently is the field of education. In the past, under the former parish structure, 

there were two church schools in the parish, St Monica's and Tredegarville. St 

Monica's is now in the parish of Cathays, and since the closure of St James, 

Tredegarville while still in our parish has formed a closer connection with Roath 

St German's in Adamsdown,  from where most of its pupils come. St John's has 

continued to have the occasional visit by children, including Brownies and 

similar organisations. In recent years it has had an annual visit by students of the 

University Overseas Department. Most of these students are non-Christian, 

mainly Muslim, and take a great interest in our church and our religion. 

The main buildings of the University are within our parish, so it is our aim to 

make closer links with the University Chaplaincy. David Sheen, the University 

Anglican Chaplain was invited to preach at a recent service, and we hope to 

build on this to strengthen the bonds between ourselves and them. St John's is 

also the central church of the city, so we can look beyond the parish boundary 

to schools in Cardiff in general. Over the coming months it is hoped to set up a 

programme of regular visits to our church by children from a number of Cardiff 

schools. This idea is still in its early stages, so it may be a while before it comes 

to fruition. 

Cardiff Half Marathon

The Cardiff Half Marathon took place on Sunday 4th October. This is the 

occasion when nearly 20,000 runners fill the roads in close vicinity to the 

church, causing problems for people coming to the morning service. Even so, 

more than 30 people made it to the church. The course takes the runners through 

some of the most interesting parts of the city, and makes the event attractive for 

runners from far away. As usual there was the usual mixture of serious runners, 

fun runners, and those raising money for charity. The event has now become 

firmly fixed in the annual calendar. 

... Parish News
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Tower News 
Our re-bushed clappers have now been returned and were placed back in 

the bells at the beginning of October.  Unfortunately Taylor's had forgotten to 

include the split pins which prevent the main nut from coming loose but a quick 

phone call had them delivered the next day and fitted before much serious 

ringing was done.

So far so good and they say that lightning never strikes twice.  They were 

wrong!  At practice at the end of October a loud bang came from upstairs 

followed by a decided lack of donging from our 9th bell.  Investigation revealed 

that, for the second time, the ball of the clapper had broken off.  This is little 

more than 2 years after the previous breakage, which was attributed to a metal 

casting fault. The clapper (not one of those that was re-bushed) is now back with 

Taylor's with a record of our displeasure.  Mary & I also managed to bend the 

ear of one of Taylor's directors at a dinner we attended recently in London.  We 

understand the design of this kind of ball is being revised - and about time too!

Many thanks to Mary, Evan Chapman, Steve Dutfield and his friend Al 

for all their help dealing with clapper removal, dismantling and replacement.

The season known as Branch Quarter Peal Fortnight started just after our 

clapper breakage and this necessitated restricting what we could ring to only 6 

bells.  The idea is to ring a QP (about 45 minutes non-stop ringing) in order to 

improve and advance peoples' abilities.  We have managed four QPs (details 

below) and I'm grateful to Roger Harpole of Lanishen, a regular visitor at St 

John's, for looking after one QP when Mary & I were in London.

This academic year we are without students although we are aware of one 

ringer who started at Cardiff this year.  So far we have not seen him although 

contact has been made.  We live in hopes.

Sun 26 Oct, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Sun 26 Oct, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Sun 26 Oct, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Sun 26 Oct, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Andrew M Muir 1, Christine S Taylor 2, Stephen J 
Dutfield 3, David M Slater 4, Robert E Hardy (C) 5, Roger S Harpole 6. For Evensong and 
in celebration of her first year of ministry at St John's by Rev Canon Dr Sarah Rowland 
Jones.
Sun 2 Nov, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Sun 2 Nov, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Sun 2 Nov, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Sun 2 Nov, 1260 Plain Bob Doubles: Timothy N Taylor 1, Stephen J Dutfield 2, David M 
Slater 3, Andrew M Muir 4, Roger S Harpole (C) 5, Evan M Chapman 6. Rung before a 
special All Souls Evensong and with 18th birthday compliments to Steve Dutfield's son 
Rhys.
Sun 9 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Sun 9 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Sun 9 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Sun 9 Nov, 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Mary E Hardy 1, Glenys Hearne 2, Neil P Jones 3, 
Matthew D Greenaway 4, Robert E Hardy (C) 5, Stephen J Dutfield 6. Half-muffled for 
Remembrance before morning Eucharist. 1st QP on a working bell: 2.
Sun 9 Nov, 1260 Reverse Canterbury Bob Doubles:Sun 9 Nov, 1260 Reverse Canterbury Bob Doubles:Sun 9 Nov, 1260 Reverse Canterbury Bob Doubles:Sun 9 Nov, 1260 Reverse Canterbury Bob Doubles: Glenys Hearne 1, Matthew D 
Greenaway 2, Neil P Jones 3, Timothy N Taylor 4, Robert E Hardy (C) 5, Mary E Hardy 6. 
Half-muffled before Evensong for Remembrance.

Bob Hardy
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Remembrance of those lost in conflict. 

As has been the case for many years, the Royal British Legion set up a 
Garden of Remembrance in our churchyard. This is done on the 
Saturday a week before Remembrance, on the day the Wales Festival of 
Remembrance takes place in St David’s Hall in the evening. Our Garden 
is for Cardiff and district; that for Wales is in Cardiff Castle. This year 
the ceremonies are especially poignant as it marks the centenary of the 
outbreak of the First World War. No veterans now survive from that 
conflict, and few from the Second World War, but the sacrifice made 
remains undiminished. 

At noon on 1st November, also All 
Saints Day, representatives of 
service and civilian organisations 
gathered in the church for a 
service of dedication, with music 
provided by the R.A.F. St Athan 
Voluntary Band, then all 
proceeded into the churchyard for 
the planting of poppy crosses. The 
Garden was then dedicated by our 
Priest in Charge. 

After the Act of Remembrance the 
first cross is planted by the Lord 
Lieutenant of the county on behalf 
of H.M the Queen, followed by the 
Lord Mayor on behalf of the city, 

and representatives of all the armed services and the many civilian 
services that also suffered losses in the wars as a result of enemy action. 
The ceremony ended with the singing of the National Anthems. 

On the following day was the remembrance of All Souls. In the morning 
service, names were read out of those dear to the hearts of our 
parishioners, and prayers said for the departed. In the evening, a special 
service of remembrance was held, for those we have loved, for those 

At the beginning of the service the 

Banners are paraded into the church.

Season of Remembrance 
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who have died in war, for victims of conflict today. It must not be 
forgotten that even today, thousands are dying in various parts of the 
world as a result of armed struggle. The service was in three parts, 
reflecting those three themes, each part containing a cycle of readings, 
prayer and music. People were invited to come forward and light candles 
as a memorial to those who have died. The service ended in silence. It 
was a moving experience. 

For Remembrance Sunday itself, the Roll of Honour was read at 
the morning service, and the two minutes silence was kept. For young 
people today the world wars are part of history, but for older people 
there are still memories, of their own or passed on from parents or 
grandparents who lived through those times. For such people, 
remembrance is very real.   

… Season of Remembrance 

The Poppy Tree and planted crosses in the 

Garden of Remembrance in the churchyard

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning

We will remember them.



Page 16

When the Angels Cried

Fallen soldier in a sodden trench,

rifle lying uselessly by his side,

death captured in black and white,

no crimson blood to horrify our eyes.

But the terrifying sounds of war do not halt 

merely because he lies twisted and still 

beyond pain now and sightlessly staring

up above into a sky uncaring.

So wear your poppy with pride this November,

say a prayer and just remember.

Soon his parents will receive the news they dread:

their beloved son will never return 

to kiss his mother in the doorway 

and drink with mates in the local bar.

There will be no more Christmas by the fire;

this photograph has so much power and pathos 

showing just one of millions who died 

in a brutal war ... when the angels cried.

So wear your poppy with pride this November, 

all the dead from all wars remember.

GUY FLETCHER

Poetry Spot
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YouCubes, telling the stories of congregations across Wales, will be 
taken this weekend to an important conference in Llandudno, led by 
Archbishop Barry Morgan and Lord Ellis-Thomas. People from all over Wales, 
including many ordinands, will gather at the landmark conference to share 
ideas on the future of the Church in Wales. The conference will discuss how 
the Church could best serve Wales by the time it celebrates its centenary in 
2020. YouCubes from across Wales will be used in the conference worship to 
build walls, roads, a cross, and the altar for communion.

St John's contributed its own YouCube which was displayed to the 
congregation at morning service on 16th November before being taken to 
Llandaff Cathedral the same afternoon for blessing by the Archbishop. Our cube 
is covered with pictures and notes portraying the life of our parish. It carries 
the words that were on the invitation to the blessing of our new glass doors 
last June. These new glass doors symbolise the 'goings out and comings in' 
between church and city. The church is very visibly open to, and connected 
with, the city around, and the city always has a place within the church. 
Everyone who lives, works, shops or visits in Cardiff will find a welcome within 
our walls, and a sacred space for deeper encounter with the God whose name 
is Love, and who offers Good News to the world through Jesus Christ."

YouCubes

Two Views of the St John’s YouCube
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Tabernacl Baptist Church was packed on 22 October when people from all 
across Cardiff and The Vale gathered for a Citizens' Founding Assembly. It was a great 
gathering, full of hope and energy. There was  acknowledged participation from across 
all our faith communities, many diaspora groups, school and student representatives, 
higher education and unions, and a great number of NGOs and other local organisations. 
There were video greetings from Citizens groups around the UK. 

Cardiff Citizens and Vale of Glamorgan Citizens are the two newest community 
organising alliances in the growing Citizens UK network, responsible for campaign 
successes such as the Sanctuary Pledge campaign to end the detention of children for 
immigration purposes and the Living Wage campaign, accrediting over 900 employers 
and improving the wages of more than 30,000 workers.  Locally, leaders trained by 
Citizens have succeeded in persuading Nando's to create the first chain restaurant where 
Muslims and non-Muslims can eat together in Cardiff, won more pupil-friendly services 
from Cardiff Bus, and campaigned for Cardiff University to pay the Living Wage.  More 
alliances are developing across South Wales under the banner of Citizens Cymru Wales.

Echoing words of Martin Luther King, those gathered declared together 'Injustice 
anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are tied into a single garment of destiny. 
Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.  We are founding Cardiff Citizens & 
Vale Citizens so that our communities can organise for power, social justice, and the 
common good.

There were examples from schools and colleges of the listening exercise initiated 
by Citizens Cymru Wales, in which we also participated at St John's, identifying issues 
that put families under pressure, aspects of Cardiff we'd like to change, and actions we'd 
take if we were Prime Minister! Five main themes were identified. 

1.       Tackle Poverty and Inequality: We want a society where everyone has the 
opportunity to participate and prosper.

2.       Ensure a Fair Day's Pay for a Fair Day's Work: We want good quality Living 
Wage job opportunities for our workers .

3.       Make Services more Accountable: We want a city and county where businesses 
and services are response to local people.

4.       Keep a Welcome in our Communities: We want our communities to be welcoming 
to each other and to those in need.

5.       Overcome powerlessness: We want to nurture citizen leaders who will build the 
power they need to achieve change.

Cardiff Citizens Launch
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Two campaigns are in action, for the Rugby World Cup events at the Millennium 
Stadium to have the same standards of living wages as the 2012 Olympics; and for the 
local council to accept 50 Syrian refugees. The group lobbying the Stadium gathered at 
St John's on Wednesday 5 November. Further campaigns will focus on training young 
people to be more active in public life, improving access into skilled jobs, and supporting 
a call for vulnerable refugees from UN camps in warzones to be resettled in South 
Wales. The campaigns have been selected following the largest face-to-face community 
listening campaign the capital and Vale have ever seen.  Over 5,000 local people were 
consulted by participating community leaders, and asked to share stories of what was 
putting pressure on them and their families, what they would like to change about their 
neighbourhood, and what they would do if they were Prime Minister.  In total 1,000 
local people are expected to act as 'Community Listeners' listening to 10,000 stories in 
total this year.

                All in all, it was an evening of great optimism, and, with the Diocese of Llandaff 
fully supporting the initiative, we at St John's will be on the lookout to see where we can 
contribute to helping bring the good news of justice and liberty in practical ways, in line 
with Jesus' injunctions to his followers to be salt and light in the world. 

If you were in central Cardiff on a mid-
November evening, you may well have 
caught Kenji Ikegaya's art installation, 
'Shadowplay', along the pathway that 
crosses St John's churchyard. Kenji is 
studying for an MA in Architecture, and 
this piece was designed as part of the 
Cardiff Contemporary Arts Festival.  He 
described it as "an installation which 
utilises the basic elements of light and 
surfaces to encourage interaction and 
creativity between passers by and their 
own silhouettes. By traversing through 
the installation we encourage you to cast 
an imposing figure, make hand puppets 
and create your own stories with 
something as simple and unnoticed as 
your own shadow." He reported that 
couples and children were those who 
interacted most: the young and young at 
heart being unafraid to have fun!

... Cardiff Citizens Launch

Art Installation

Making Shadows
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For three years, during December, “Christmas – The Story” has been 

performed on a recurring daily basis at Tabernacl at the other end of the Hayes. 

This tells in a simple and direct manner the Christmas Story as it appears in the 

Bible. The initiative for this was the realisation that many of today’s children 

grow up without knowing about the birth of Jesus. The story is acted out in a 

colourful way that children can understand, including sometimes the use of live 

animals, by teams of volunteer actors. There are several performances each day 

and admission is free to anyone. School parties are encouraged to come along 

and see. 

In a new departure, as an extension to this, parties will be brought along 

from Tabernacl to St John’s to learn about the origins of Father Christmas / 

Santa Claus / St Nicholas. Father Christmas these days is known as a rather 

fanciful, magical character as described in a poem by the American writer 

Clement C. Moore. But the origins go back to a real person, Nicholas, Bishop 

of Myra. 

In St John’s, the spectators will have a mysterious, enchanting encounter 

with Santa, rather than the more normal cuddly one. As the performance 

continues, the watchers will learn something of the real St Nicholas and of his 

generosity  to the poor, especially the story of his rescuing three young sisters 

from being sold into slavery. 

There will be up to four performances each day during most of December, 

starting from 11am, with exact times depending on services and other events in 

the church. The performances will be staged in a way that does not interfere with 

other activities in the church, and each will last about 7 or 8 minutes. 

St Nicholas in St John’s 

St Nicholas Father Christmas
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Sat. 29 November,  10.30am-12noon – Barry Brass Band

2pm – Carols for Shoppers 

Sun. 30 November,  6pm – Advent Carols by Candlelight

Thu. 4 December,  2pm – Diocese of Llandaff Mothers’ Union Carols 

Sat. 6 December,   2pm – Carols for Shoppers 

Wed. 10 December,  7pm – St John Cymru Wales Priory Service of Lessons 

and Carols  

Thu. 11 December,  7.15pm – Kidney Wales Carol Concert 

Fri. 12 December,  1pm – HASSRA Wales Carol Service

Sat.13 December,  1.45pm – Blessing of Crib, followed by 

2pm, Carols for Shoppers; 

3pm – Traditional German Carols

Sun. 14 December,  7.30pm – St Johns@7.30 “Christmas Reconstructed”

Sat. 20 December,  12noon – Oriana Choir Carol Concert – Free – With 

Retiring Collection for Iraq & Syria.

2pm – Carols for Shoppers

3pm – Traditional German Carols

Sun. 21 December,  6pm – Nine Lessons and Carols

Christmas Eve, Wed. 24 December

 12noon – Holy Eucharist with Carols

 3pm – Childrens’ Crib Service

` 11pm – “Midnight Mass”, First Eucharist of Christmas

Christmas Day, Thu 25 December    10am, – Sung Holy Eucharist

Epiphany Sunday, 4 January,            6pm – Festal Evensong

Candlemas Sunday, 1 February,       6pm – Festal Evensong 

Advent and Christmas at St John’s Cardiff
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Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

Second Sunday of the Month
  7.30 pm Worship for Today’s World

Other services as on notices.
See also list on previous page

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.45pm 
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
 

Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays for visitors and private prayer. 

The Tea sPOT tea room operates Monday - Saturday 10.00am to 3.00pm.

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136

Church Wardens
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

St John’s

Recorder / Coordinator
   Philip Thomas

Verger
   Evan Chapman

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Choir Director 
   Vanessa Hall

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas

Diary Dates
November

Sat 29th  Barry Brass Band 10.30 am. Carols for Shoppers 2.00 pm. 

Sun 30th ADVENT SUNDAY  ST ANDREW 

      Advent Carols by Candlelight 6 pm
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates (cont.)
December

Tue 2nd  Tuesday Fellowship (Christmas Lunch)

Thu 4th  Mothers Union Carols 2.00 pm

Sat 6th  Carols for Shoppers 2.00 pm. 

Sun 7th  Second Sunday of Advent 

Wed 10th St John Cymru Wales Priory Carol Service  7.00 pm

Thu 11th Kidney Wales Carols 7.15 pm

Fri 12th  HASSRA Wales Carols 1.00 pm

Sat 13th  Blessing of Crib under the tower 1.45 pm,  

  Carols for Shoppers 2.00 pm, Traditional German Carols 3.pm.

Sun 14th Third Sunday in Advent  

St John’s@7.30 “Christmas Reconstructed” 7.00 for 7.30 pm 

Tue 16th Cards for Good Causes closes.

Sat 20th  Oriana Ladies Choir Carols and Readings 12 noon

  Carols for Shoppers 2.00 pm,  Traditional German Carols 3.pm.

Sun 21st Fourth Sunday in Advent - 9 Lessons and Carols 6.00 pm

Wed 24th Christmas Eve  Holy Eucharist with Carols 12 noon

Children’s Crib Service 3.00 pm

Midnight Mass 11.00 pm. 

Thu 25th CHRISTMAS DAY Sung Eucharist 10.00am

Fri 26th  ST STEPHEN

Sat  27th ST JOHN APOSTLE

Sun 28th First Sunday of Christmas  (HOLY INNOCENTS)

January

Thu 1st  THE NAMING OF JESUS

Sun 4th  Second Sunday of Christmas, Epiphany Sunday 

  Festal Evensong 6.00 pm

Tue 6th  EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

Fri 9th  Organ Concert Robert Court 1.15pm

Sun 11th First Sunday of Epiphany THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST  St John’s@7.30 

Tue 13th Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm        [“Jesus the Teacher”]

Sun 19th Second Sunday of Epiphany 

Sun 26th Third Sunday of Epiphany  THE CONVERSION OF ST PAUL 

February

Sun 1st  4th Sunday of Epiphany, Eve of Candlemas, 

Festal Evensong 6.00 pm

Mon 2nd PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE (Candlemas) 

Tue 3rd  Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm

Sun 8th  2nd Sunday before Lent (5th after Epiphany) Creation Sunday

St John’s@7.30  “Jesus the Healer” 7.00 for 7.30 pm.

Fri 13th  Organ Concert Jeffrey Howard 1.15pm

Sun 15th The Sunday before Lent    Transfiguration Sunday 

Wed 18th ASH WEDNESDAY
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
Advent Sunday, 30th November

Advent Carols by Candlelight - 6.00 pm

Every Saturday to 20th Dec. Shoppers Carols - 2.00 pm

Sunday, 21st December 

Traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols - 6.00 pm

Christmas Eve - Wednesday 24th December

Eucharist with Carols  - 12.00 noon.

Children’s Crib Service - 3.00 pm

Sung Eucharist (Midnight Mass) - 11.00 pm

Christmas Day - Thursday 25th December

Sung Eucharist - 10.00 am. 

For a full list of services, events and concerts, see page 21.For a full list of services, events and concerts, see page 21.For a full list of services, events and concerts, see page 21.For a full list of services, events and concerts, see page 21.

Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Stephen Dutfield

Asst. Treasurer

Richard Hall

Treasurer

Kent Middleton

Trainee Cleric

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 22

2015 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
Featuring the superb sounds of the restored ’Father Willis’ organ.

Friday 9th January 

ROBERT COURT - Cardiff University
Friday 13th February

JEFFREY HOWARD - Cardiff
All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.


