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EDITORIAL

The new West Doors of our church were, after some delay, dedicated by 
the Archbishop on our Patronal Festival. Providing more light and easier 

passage into the church, they also show that St John’s is a living church of 
modern times, and not a museum as some outside people seen to think. The 
doors connect the church with the rough, busy world outside, and let all 
people in to the calm of the spiritual space inside, where they may draw 
closer to God. And whether they realise it or not, this is so much needed in 
the modern world. There is at this time much talk of war, war past and, more 
sadly, war present. It is only by drawing closer to God that war itself can be 
defeated and peace shall come to reign. So the Church must continue its 
work of drawing the world towards the Peace of God, and St John’s, as did 
our Patron, of pointing the way to Christ, the Prince of Peace. 

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Harvest 2014. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 17th Sept.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

'Why, O Lord, do you stand far off? Why do you hide yourself in times 
of trouble?' says Psalm 9. 'Rise up, O Lord: O God, lift up your hand; do 
not forget the oppressed. Why do the wicked renounce God, and say 
in their hearts "You will not call us to account"?' 

This month we have both remembered the outbreak of WWI, and been 
bombarded with images and accounts of terrible violence and appall-
ing suffering in Gaza, Iraq and too many other places for our hearts 
and minds easily to grasp. The Bible's many prayers of lament offer 
words corresponding to tragedy.  Scripture invites us to cry out for the 
afflicted, to a God who, in Jesus Christ, has experienced pain and 
torment. Human agonies are keenly felt in heaven. 

It is doubly distressing that these conflicts arise from people's choices 
- God's gift of free will put to terrible use. We almost despair at 
humanity's capacity to live with our finger on the self-destruct button.

But the Psalmist does not give up hope, and calls to mind God's 
limitless compassion and past faithfulness. 'But you do see! Indeed 
you note trouble and grief, that you may take it into your hands; the 
helpless commit themselves to you, you have been the helper of the 
orphan.'

We dare to affirm this, and more: that God in Jesus Christ does not 
abandon us to our worst impulses, but instead steps in to bear the 
sins and agonies of the world, so that in the final analysis love always 
triumphs over hatred and life over death.  As St Paul, who knew what 
it was both to persecute and to be persecuted, wrote, 'Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? … No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord' (Romans 8:35-39).

Therefore, we can have holy hope. Though we rightly start with lament, 
acknowledging the bleakness of situations and praying in solidarity 
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COVER PICTURE  (Photo: Anna Morrell)
The church was pleased to invite the Lord Mayor of Cardiff Cllr. Margaret 
Jones to attend the blessing of the new glass west doors by the 
Archbishop of Wales, Most Revd. Dr. Barry Morgan. 

with the suffering, we can then be confident that God will use our 
every effort to share his love and bring his peace.  Beyond our 
continuing prayers, Archbishop Barry has urged us to help alleviate 
suffering in Gaza by making donations via Christian Aid, which is also 
working through partners in Iraq (see www.churchinwales.org.uk and 
www.christianaid.org.uk). We can also write to MPs, sign petitions, 
and use social media, to ensure these situations remain an urgent 
priority.

Furthermore, the Prince of Peace, with whom we share in God's 
ministry of reconciliation (2 Cor 5), and who taught us to love our 
enemies and pray for their blessing, calls us to be conscious peace-
makers in our own situations. Where are we a disruptive influence, 
encouraging discontent, or taking pleasure in others' pain? Who are 
our 'enemies', whom do we consider less valuable than ourselves? Let 
us ask God to open our eyes to see where we by his grace can change 
- especially if our own unresolved hurts overflow to hurt others. 

May God bring his healing love and peace to us, and through us all.  

Amen

Sarah

PS If you are still pondering 'holiday reading', follow the lead of Jane 
Denholm, confirmed at Llandaff Cathedral last month. She told us 
enthusiastically how reading all of St Luke's Gospel over two evenings 
brought it to life in ways she'd never grasped before!  St Mark's Gospel 
is even shorter. If you've never done this, I recommend it - as Jane 
said, it will blow your mind!

... From the Vicar
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Blessing of West Doors

The church's Patronal Festival of St John the 

Baptist, on 24th June, was the occasion for the 

blessing of the new West Doors. At a special 

service of Evensong, the blessing was performed 

by the Archbishop of Wales, Most Rev. Dr. 

Barry Morgan, accompanied by the Archdeacon 

of Llandaff, Ven. Peggy Jackson. and in the 

presence of Rt. Hon. Lord Mayor of Cardiff, 

Cllr. Margaret Jones. The service was attended 

by members of the St John's congregation, and 

by other clergy and guests. The address was 

given by the Archbishop, and is reproduced on 

another page in this magazine. 

The new doors are a good improvement on the 

old entrance arrangements, and serve to connect 

the inside of the church better with the world 

outside. They came into full use on St David's 

Day, and serve to welcome people in. There 

remain a few minor faults to be corrected, but 

they are now in regular daily use. 

Parish News

The New Glass West Doors 

from the inside.

Weekday Services.

St John's, standing in the middle of the busy city, has a great many people 

passing around it every day. It has always been policy to keep the church open 

as much as possible throughout the week, and to encourage people to come in, 

whether to view the building, offer a prayer, or enjoy the hospitality of the Tea 

sPot. Additionally, the church is developing opportunities for worship on 

weekdays. Each day, Monday to Friday, there is at least one service, Prayer for 

the City, at 10am. Each day there is something else, which changes from day to 

day. Although the numbers attending are not great, they have been slowly 

increasing over the months, with regular and occasional attendees, as they 

become better known. The Wednesday lunchtime communion now attracts at 

least as many people as Sunday Evensong, and numbers at the more contempla-

tive services on Mondays and Tuesdays are also getting stronger. There is 

nothing spectacular, but little by little the church is better able to fulfil its 

mission of drawing people towards Christ. Let us pray that this work of sowing 

the seed in God's field may continue to be fruitful. 
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The Worshipful Livery Company of Wales.

St John's was the place of in important 

event in the life of the Worshipful 

Livery Company of Wales, formerly 

the Livery Guild of Wales. The 

occasion was the blessing of the Royal 

Charter of the Company, recently 

granted by Her Majesty the Queen. 

Upon receiving the Charter, the Guild 

had the honour of becoming a Livery 

Company. 

The ceremony took place on Saturday 

7th June and was led by their chaplain, 

Revd. Canon Roy Doxsey. The 

Archbishop of Wales, Most Revd. Dr. 

Barry Morgan gave the blessing on the 

Charter, and delivered the address. 

The Charter document was placed in 

front of the congregation for all to see. 

The lesson was read by the Master of 

the Company, Mr. Windsor Coles, 

OBE. Music was provided by 

members of the choir of Cardiff 

Metropolitan Cathedral and St John's 

College Cardiff, under the direction of 

their choir master, Mr. Dominic 

Neville, with Mr. David Neville at the 

organ. 

St John's has had a long connection with the Livery Guild, hosting their annual 

installation service for their new Master. These services are always very 

colourful, as the members of the Guild process into the church in their 

ceremonial robes. The purposes of the guild include the development of 

education of young people, especially in vocational fields. It is good that the 

value of their work in this area has been recognised by the grant of a Royal 

Charter. We at St John's congratulate them on this, and hope that their good 

work, and association with our church, will continue for many years into the 

future. 

Parish News ...

The Royal Charter is brought into the 

church in procession.

The Archbishop blesses the Charter
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Cytun Annual Meal.

Churches Together in the City, Cytun, gives a chance for the city centre 

churches of the various denominations to work together and get to know each 

other. Its Annual Meal gives the opportunity for fellowship to extend beyond the 

clergy and officers to the worshippers in the different congregations. This year 

the meal was in the evening of 5th June, in the Cornerstone, opposite St David's 

Roman Catholic cathedral in Charles Street. This venue has only recently been 

acquired by the Cathedral, being the former Ebeneser chapel. Each year at the 

dinner there is a speaker, and this year it was our own Revd. Sarah who gave the 

address. Having travelled widely in the world and been active in ecumenism, 

this was the theme of her talk. She was able to relate her experience in this wide 

field. In past times, Christians of different persuasions would barely speak to 

each other, let alone enter into dialogue. In recent times attitudes have changed 

greatly. There still exists mistrust between the evangelicals and catholics but the 

important thing is to learn to recognise Jesus Christ in one another. While at a 

distance it is possible to enter into conversations, and be ready to receive, to 

learn. It is possible to recognise the inspiration of God in other people, and in 

time to come to belong to one another. She gave a picture of how this is 

happening across the world. It was a most interesting talk, and the meal, part 

catered and part DIY, was much enjoyed by those who attended, alas numbers 

were somewhat down on past years. 

The Worshipful Company of Constructors.

There seem to have been an unusual number of Worshipful Companies 

attending St John's in recent months. In May, we were joined by the Company 

of Glass Sellers, then in early June, the inauguration of the Charter of the Livery 

Company of Wales, and at the end of June we were joined in morning service 

on Sunday 29th by members of the Worshipful Company of Constructors. This 

is one of the Livery Companies of the City of London, who rank among the 

Freemen of the City and have certain prerogatives. Although descended from 

the mediaeval guilds of London, the Company has recently been recognised 

with a Royal Charter and plays an active part in the modern construction 

industry, especially in the fields of standards and safety. A substantial number 

of its members are involved with construction. It also offers awards and 

scholarships to young people to help their development in the field of 

construction. Members of the Company joined us in the Morning Eucharist 

service, with the Master reading the lesson, and music appropriate to the 

occasion. 

Parish News ...
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Confirmation

Congratulations to Jane Denholm who was confirmed at Llandaff Cathedral on 

17th July. The Denholms have had a long connection with St John's. Many of 

us remember with affection Mary Denholm who died five years ago, and was 

proud to say she was born in the parish. We offer our wishes and prayers to Jane, 

that she may continue strong in the faith for all her years ahead. 

Forthcoming Events

The Parish Outing, originally planned for the end of August is postponed as it 

coincided with the Investiture Service for the Order of St John's, on 30th 

August. The outing will now take place on Saturday 20th September. It will 

include a visit to Aberglasney Gardens followed by Evensong and tea in St 

Mary's church, Swansea. The Gardens were once called 'lost' but extensive 

restoration has returned them to their former glory. The vicar of St Mary's, 

Swansea, Rev'd Simon Griffiths, served his first curacy here at St John's, and 

will be pleased to renew his connection with our church. Details can be found 

on the notice in the church, or contact Pauline Grainger. 

The Friends of St John's Church Annual Festival will be on Saturday 27th 

September. The event will start with Evensong at 5.30pm, followed by the 

Annual General Meeting, and an address by a Guest Speaker, and rounded off 

by light refreshments. 

Jane Denholm with 

Archbishop Barry and 

Revd. Sarah.

Runners

Each year a number of events take place in Cardiff city centre where the more 

energetic of the population put on their running shoes and pound the paths for 

fun or for charity. These events often result in road closures, and can cause 

difficulty for people coming to church. Particular dates to note are the Kidney 

Wales 10K run on Sunday 7th September and the Cardiff Half Marathon on 

Sunday 5th October. There may also be disruption in central Cardiff on 4tth & 

5tth September (Thurs/Fri.) in connection with the NATO summit in Newport. 

Parish News ...
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War and Peace

Everyone must be aware of the terrible goings-on in many parts of the world 

today, and especially in the Middle East. The headlines have been full of the 

death and destruction in Gaza and the Ukraine, but troubles continue in Syria, 

Iraq, Libya, Southern Sudan, The Congo, Nigeria, Afghanistan, Somalia, and 

other places. Is it really sensible, is it what God intended, that people should 

blow each other up, inflict pain and misery everywhere, rob mothers of their 

children, and children of their mothers? In the church a display has been put up, 

highlighting all this tumult, and calling for peace. A peace candle has been lit in 

the memorial chapel in the north aisle. So let us pray earnestly for peace, for 

blessings on the peacemakers, for the leaders of the nations to find ways to quell 

the mistrust, fear and hatred that is the root of it all, and for people to come to 

their senses and realise the futility of it all. 

God, our refuge and strength,
bring near the day when wars shall cease
and poverty and pain shall end,
that earth may know the peace of heaven
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

... Parish News

The Peace Candle in the Memorial Chapel

Back to School Service 

On Sunday morning, 31 August, we will have a special 'Back to School' service, 

where we ask the blessing of Jesus, the Good Teacher on everyone involved in 

education, as the new academic year begins.  School pupils and university 

students, teachers, lecturers, administrators and all connected to education are 

especially invited - and asked to bring something that symbolises their involve-

ment, such as a school bag or book. Invite your friends to come along.
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The beginning of August this year marks the centenary of the start of 
the Great War, later called the First World War. What had started as a local 
dispute in the Balkans rapidly grew into a war that was to affect most of the 
major countries of the world, and would see death and destruction on a 
scale far beyond anything previously known. New weapons had been de-
vised that were capable of mass slaughter, and would lead to four years of 
terrible suffering and misery, appalling wounds to both body and mind to 
those servicemen who survived, and the death of many millions in action. 
Events to mark the centenary will centre around 4th August which was the 
date that the British entered the war, although the war really began about a 
week earlier.  The media have been full of images of many aspects of this 
terrible conflict, which was supposed to be over in a matter of weeks, but 
went on and on and on, as none of the countries involved could find ways of 
overcoming the new ways of combat, to achieve a decisive victory. The old 
ways of waging war had gone or ever, not that they were less deadly, but they 
were on a smaller scale and less constantly intense. 

When the war was finally over, and the cost counted, there came the 
idea of national remembrance. Nearly every village, town and parish had lost 
someone, no-one was untouched, and so all over the land, and in all the 
countries involved, memorials were erected to record the names of those 
lost. In the places of the battles, great cemeteries were created to receive 
the remains of those who had died. Ceremonies were held and prayers said 
for the souls of the fallen. These events have continued ever since, adding 
to them remembrance of the Second World War, with the national Festival 
of Remembrance in November, and countless local ones. No survivors of the 
action of the First World War remain alive today, 
and few of the Second, but those who fell are still 
remembered and honoured. In the lead-up to the 
centenary of the beginning of modern warfare many 
special events are taking place, which will serve to 
remind us of the enormity of the human cost of a 
major war. To the young, these events may seem 
like distant history, but we must ensure that noth-
ing of the sort ever happens again. For this reason 
we must continue to remember, not to glorify war, 
but to keep aware of its cost. We must continue our 
acts of remembrance "Lest we Forget". 

The Great War

A Crocheted Poppy Cross placed next to a First 

World War memorial in St John’s; see next page.
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Sunday morning early 
risers saw seven intrepid cyclists 
racing through Cardiff's damp 
city centre on a WW1 Poppy 
Challenge. The group were 
cycling 100 miles across Britain, 
delivering 100 hand-made 
poppies to 100 World War I 
memorials within 24 hours to 
raise £100,000 for Parkinson's 
UK.

The race against time 
began in Edinburgh at 4pm on Saturday 28th June, the 100th anniversary 
of the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, which catalysed the First 
World War.  After covering 33 miles and 33 memorials the group were driven 
through the night, to begin the second leg at dawn in Newport. At 7.15am 
the group reached St John the Baptist Church in the city centre of Cardiff, 
the penultimate stop of their 33-mile Welsh stage, which also took them to 
St Saviour's, Splott, and Grangetown. The cyclists were greeted by the Revd 
Canon Dr Sarah Rowland Jones and a handful of parishioners. They laid the 
specially crocheted poppies at memorials in the church to the Glamorgan 
Royal Garrison Artillery, the Cardiff Divisions of the British Red Cross, the 
Cardiff's 16th Battalion and to church's parishioners, after reciting a short 
tribute: 

"We lucky men who've not faced your trials,
nor traded cheerful youth for chance,
offer you now with our hundred miles,
Honour, Respect, Remembrance"

The team then saddled up and set off for the War Memorial in Cathays Park.
The group faced a huge challenge in identifying a route which allowed 

them to pay tribute, not only to those who lost their lives in battle, but also 
to those civilians, doctors and nurses, railwaymen, workers, and others 
caught up in the tragic drama of the 'War to end all Wars'. From Cardiff, the 
group were driving towards London for their final 34 miles and 34 
memorials, culminating at the Cenotaph on Sunday afternoon, where they 
planned to place a hand-crafted chaplet of poppies. 

For more information or to sponsor the WW100 Challenge visit 
www.WW100Challenge.co.uk

WW1 Cycle Challenge
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The text of Archbishop Barry’s sermon for the blessing.   

On a superficial examination, one would not think the New Testament had 
anything to say specifically about doors.  In fact, however, the deeper one 
looks, the more one finds.  The foolish virgins in St Matthew's parable leave 
it too late to buy oil for their lamps and find the doors shut.  (Bad news); 
the widow who knocks on the judge's door at night is told to go away 
because the doors are shut but in the end because of her persistence, the 
doors are opened to her.  

In the Book of Acts when Paul is in prison, he finds that the doors of the 
prison fly open - that is good news.  In the Book of Revelation, Jesus tells 
the church at Philadelphia "Behold I have set before you an open door 
which no-one is able to shut".  Jesus, whom St John's Gospel regards as the 
door of the sheep - that is the way in which people can enter God's 
presence, in the Book of Revelation, opens the kingdom of heaven to all 
believers where no-one can shut out others.  In Revelation Chapter 4, we 
read the words "I looked and lo in heaven an open door" - an access that is 
possible because of the death and resurrection of Jesus to everyone.

So, scripture regards closed doors as bad news and is all in favour of open 
ones because open doors are a sign of accessibility and welcome.  Open 
doors are signs of God's generosity, welcome and hospitality to anyone 
who wants to come to Him.  As R S Thomas writing about his relationship 
with God says 

"Not a door between us, nor a gate;
Not even the thinnest of thin glass"

So, if the God of Jesus is in favour of open doors denoting welcome, 
generosity, hospitality and accessibility, those who claim to be followers of 
Jesus have to show the same characteristics.  The doors of any church need 
to be flung open to show that we have taken that message on board so that 
all who wish to, may enter and partake of the grace of God.  No church 
should put any barrier in the way of those who seek God. 

The glass doors at the west end have replaced the dark old door and porch 
so that people can look in and see that the grace of God is being offered 
here as it has been for 800 years, except that now it is more transparent.  

Blessing of the Doors
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And it is very appropriate to do that in a church dedicated to St John the 
Baptist, whose birth we celebrate today, for it was he who said "Make the 
paths straight, rough way smooth so that everyone can see the salvation of 
God".

But just as those on the outside are able to see in, and are invited in, so 
those on the inside can see out and need to realise that the world outside 
is as much a part of God's world as the world inside the Church, for the 
world has been created and is loved by Him.  There are then not two 
worlds - the religious and the secular - the world of church, prayer and 
sacraments and the world of work, leisure and business, there is just one 
world - God's world and the gospel has to be lived out in our day to day 
living and is of relevance to all that goes on in it.  After all, we follow the 
one who begun His ministry in Nazareth by saying that He had come to 
preach good news to the poor, give sight to the blind, and release to the 
captives.  In other words, He had come to liberate people from everything 
that dehumanised and degraded them.

Somebody once said that the two most important parts of a church are the 
altar and the porch.  We come to the altar to receive Holy Communion, to 
receive God's life.  Having done so, we are bidden to go out and share that 
life with the world outside our doors.  If we do not do so, we have 
misunderstood the meaning of the Gospel and its relevance for day to day 
living.  

The old words of invitation to communion in the 1662 Prayer Book were 
"Draw near and receive this Holy Sacrament to your comfort".  The word 
"comfort" in the 16th Century meant something very different to the 
modern day meaning - something that enables us to feel good about 
ourselves.  It meant to strengthen, to give strength to live out our Christian 
lives.  

In other words, at the Eucharist those who receive God's life are given 
strength to live out God's life in the world.  We receive in order that we 
might give and live out the values of Holy Scripture - truth, fairness, 
compassion towards the poor and needy so that we who have received 
God's blessing, may be a blessing to others - in this city, in this nation, in this 
world.  It is to this we have been called.  That is what it means to love God 
and our neighbour.

 

... Blessing of the Doors
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PRAYER FOR PEACE

Let the rain come and wash away
the ancient grudges, the bitter hatreds
held and nurtured over generations.
Let the rain wash away the memory

of the hurt, the neglect.
Then let the sun come out and

fill the sky with rainbows.
Let the warmth of the sun heal us

wherever we are broken.
Let it burn away the fog so that
we can see each other clearly.

So that we can see beyond labels,
beyond accents, gender or skin color.

Let the warmth and brightness
of the sun melt our selfishness.
So that we can share the joys and
feel the sorrows of our neighbors.

And let the light of the sun
be so strong that we will see all

people as our neighbors.
Let the earth, nourished by rain,

bring forth flowers
to surround us with beauty.

And let the mountains teach our hearts
to reach upward to heaven.

Amen.

Harold Kushner

Poetry Spot
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Tower News 

It's been a quiet period as we move into summer and the holiday season, 

with staff shortages having left us unable to ring on a number of Sundays.  

Perversely, it is in the evening, with its smaller service, that we can 

usually raise more of a band.  And this has nothing to do with people 

being unable to get up early on a Sunday but is simply a matter of peoples' 

availabilities.

We've now run our first tower open day which coincided with Armed 

Forces Day in the city.  A bit of a mixed blessing this, since we get very 

few visitors while the parade is taking place but it does mean there are 

plenty of people in town and we were reasonably busy at both ends of the 

day.  We have further open days planned for August 2nd and 30th and 

also September 27th, which will be part of the annual Heritage "Open 

Doors" Day held throughout the UK.

There have been a number of extra services to ring for during May & 

June: Ascension Day, the granting of a Royal Charter to the Welsh Livery 

Guild and the blessing by the Archbishop of our new glass doors.  It's 

always pleasing when we can announce to the world at large that 

something is happening in St John's using a voice that can be heard well 

beyond the immediate vicinity of the building.

Our annual maintenance and inspection visit by Taylor's Bellfoundry 

revealed that the clappers of the lightest 8 of our 10 bells need "re-

bushing".  (The bush is a special lining for the bearing in which the 

clapper swings.)  This was no surprise, having been already noted as a 

possibility last year.  It is 15 years since the bells were re-hung with new 

fittings and, regrettably, modern materials do not seem to last as well as 

in the past.  The two heavier bells both had replacement clappers, with 

wooden shafts, in the last 2-3 years, and require no work.  Luckily the 

cost, around £1200 (including VAT), can be met from our existing fund.  

We are also hopeful that new rules may allow us ro reclaim the VAT.  

The clappers will be removed in mid-September and we shall then be 

silent for probably two Sundays.

Bob Hardy
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New Ways of Giving

The church very much depends on the giving of the people who attend its 
services. You are all familiar with the collection plate that is passed round at 
each service, into which you may place your offering. This is not just a token 
action, in most churches the money in the plate is a main source of income 
that makes it able to keep its doors open. Without these offerings, churches 
would be unable to pursue their mission or continue to hold services. Most 
churchgoers will know the envelope scheme, by which you have an envelope 
for each Sunday of the year, into which you place your weekly cash donation. 
If you are absent any week, you still have your envelope for that week and 
so the church receives your regular donation. 

The envelope scheme has been used for many years and has stood the test 
of time, but in the outside world new ways of making regular payments are 
available. One of these is Standing Order, by which a person instructs their 
bank to make a regular payment to the church account. Another common 
method of payment today is Direct Debit, often used for regular payments of 
bills such as your gas and electricity. 

It isn't practical for an individual church to set up a Direct Debit scheme, but 
the Church in Wales has recently introduced 'Gift Direct', which allows for 
giving to churches by means of Direct Debit. How the scheme works is that 
you can authorise the Church in Wales to take a monthly Direct Debit from 
your account, and it will then be passed back to your own church. At the sane 
time, if eligible, Gift Aid will be automatically recovered on the amount. This 
saves the church officers a certain amount of work, and gives a reliable 
income. 

Most of our regular congregation will have received a letter from our Oswald 
Barnes, our Gift Aid secretary with a leaflet explaining the scheme. If you 
haven't, the leaflet is available in the church on request. This is a modern 
way of giving, saving people from having to find the right money each week, 
or forgetting to give, and it provides a steady predictable income for the 
church. It isn't for everyone; some people may feel it lacks the directness of 
putting money in the plate. It may appeal more to younger people who are 
used to cashless living. But however you like to give, please give as gener-
ously as you can, and think of reviewing the amount you give each year. It 
costs over £1,500 each week to keep St John's going, and the more you 
give, the more it helps. 
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HOLY MATRIMONY

This couple made their vows and were joined before God at St John’s.
     On Saturday 26th July, 2014,  Gareth Huw Thomas & Rebecca Carter

May God’s Blessing be on their union. 

Announcements 

Organ Concerts. 

The monthly recitals on St John's wonderfully restored 'Father Willis' continue 

with performances by James Gough in August and Andrew Kirk in September. 

The October 'Celebrity Organ Concert' by Thomas Trotter, international 

virtuoso and patron of our organ appeal, takes place in the 120th year of the 

organ's installation, close to the date of the opening concert in October 1894. 

Next year in 2015, it will be the 10th anniversary of the restoration.

Stained Glass.  -  from Alison Rennie

For anyone interested in stained glass, there is a new book in which St John’s is 

mentioned.  ’Stained Glass From Welsh Churches’, by Martin Crampin, has 

recently been published and includes a couple of our windows.The author 

visited the church a few months ago, and was kind enough to meet up with me 

to discuss the windows.  He was able to explain some of the processes involved 

in creating the windows themselves, and was interested to hear some of the 

results of my research.

The book itself is the first history of stained glass across the whole of  Wales 

and contains nearly 800 illustrations from over 450 individual  places of 

worship, ranging from the fourteenth century to the present. As well as includ-

ing large windows and works by many of the most  important stained glass 

artists and studios, many smaller works  illustrative of the work of less well-

known artists and of unusual  subjects are also illustrated.

The book is available from www.ylolfa.com at £29.95.   

Art Exhibition

Congratulations to Mr Brian Gardiner on completion of the Exhibition of his 

Gardenscape paintings at the Ink Spot gallery on Newport Road, Cardiff,  a 

month or so ago. 
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Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

Other services as on notices.

* Word for the City  takes a break 
during August. 

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.45pm  *
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
 

Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays for visitors and private prayer. 

The Tea sPOT tea room operates Monday - Saturday 10.00am to 3.00pm.

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136

Church Wardens
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

St John’s

Recorder / Coordinator
   Philip Thomas

Verger
   Evan Chapman

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Choir Director 
   Vanessa Hall

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates

August

Sun 3rd 8th Sunday after Pentecost (7th after Trinity)

Wed 6th TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

Fri 8th  Organ Concert James Gough 1.15pm

Sun 10th 9th Sunday after Pentecost (8th after Trinity)

Fri 15th MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD

Sun 17th 10th Sunday after Pentecost (9th after Trinity)

Sun 24th 11th Sunday after Pentecost (10th after Trinity) 

ST BARTHOLOMEW

Sat 30th Order of St John’s Investiture Service, 5.30 pm.  

Sun 31st 12th Sunday after Pentecost (11th after Trinity)

    10am - Back to School service

September

Tue 2nd Tuesday Fellowship  2.00pm

Thu 4th Burma Star Service of Remembrance 12.00 noon.

(NATO Summit takes place in Newport and Cardiff - 

Pray for wisdom among leaders and peace in the world.)

Sun 7th 13th Sunday after Pentecost (12th after Trinity)

Fri 12th Organ Concert Andrew Kirk 1.15pm

Sun 14th 14th Sunday after Pentecost (13th after Trinity) 

Sat 20th St John’s Parish Outing to Aberglasney and Swansea. 

Sun 21st 15th Sunday after Pentecost (14th after Trinity)

Sat 27th Friends of St John’s Church Annual Festival 5.30pm. 

Sun 28th 16th Sunday after Pentecost (15th after Trinity)

Harvest Thanksgiving
Mon 29th ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Leon Blethyn

PCC Member

Ruth Mantle

PCC Member

Oswald Barnes

Gift Aid Secretary

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 18

2014 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 

recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.
 

Friday 8th August 

JAMES GOUGH - Haileybury College

Friday 12th September 

ANDREW KIRK - St Mary Redcliffe, Bristol

Friday 10th October

THOMAS TROTTER - Celebrity Recital

All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.

THURSDAYS AT ST JOHN’S
A chaplain is available each Thursday lunchtime from 

12.30 to 2.00 pm for listening and counselling. 
Just come in and talk or pray, no appointment necessary.

Jesus said, “Come to me all who are weary or heavy laden and I will give you rest.”


