
City Parish

Through the year with the church in the market-place

The Parish Magazine of The Parish Magazine of The Parish Magazine of The Parish Magazine of 
The City Parish of St John the Baptist, CardiffThe City Parish of St John the Baptist, CardiffThe City Parish of St John the Baptist, CardiffThe City Parish of St John the Baptist, Cardiff

Price 70p. Please put money in the wall box.

No. 44 PENTECOST 2014

Journal

The Light of Christ, the Flame of Life.

Not for sale outside the church

The Paschal Candle, lit at Easter, 

symbolises the Light of Christ in the World.



Page 2

City Parish Journal
The Parish Magazine of The City Parish of 

St John the Baptist, Cardiff.

St John the Baptist Church,

St John’s Square, Cardiff, CF10 1GJ 

 Tel: 029 2039 5231

E-mail: cardiffstjohncity.admin@gmail.com
Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

    : https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

© Copyright 2014. All original items in this publication are copyright of the authors or the 

City Parish of St John the Baptist, Cardiff. Views expressed in this publication do not 

necessarily represent those of the church, the clergy or the Parochial Church Council. 

Parish news begins on page 4. 

Spiritual Reflection.  [Page 9] 

Easter Vestry Meeting.  [Page 12] 

Parish Share. [Page 13]

Diocesan News. [Page 15]

EDITORIAL

The calendar of the Church’s year is of two distinct halves. From Advent 
to Pentecost it is filled with important dates and festivals. But as summer 

arrives it enters a long period of Ordinary Time, with few major festivals and 
no seasons. It is perhaps a time for spiritual relaxation, and does give the 
opportunity to recover from the hectic first half of the year. However, 
Pentecost was not a time for cutting back; it was the time when the Holy 
Spirit came upon the Apostles as tongues of fire, driving them out with great 
energy to carry the Word all nations. In her first half-year with us, our priest 
Sarah has been reflecting and listening for guidance for the way forward for 
our church in the city. Her reflections (page 9) begin to show how we, as 
God’s people, can carry on His work in the centre of Cardiff. So while we now 
rest from the round of festivals and occasions, the fire of Pentecost should 
still burn in our hearts and drive us ahead in our faith.  

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Summer 2014. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 23rd July

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302
E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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Revd. Sarah Writes

And so the church year rolls on - Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, then 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter, and now the liturgical cycle is completed 
with Ascension and Pentecost, and we move to 'ordinary time', the 
green and growing season.

 At Ascension, we celebrate Jesus Christ's return to the Father, 
and the extraordinary fact that our humanity, in all its variety and 
vulnerability, frailty and fallibility, is carried with Jesus into the very 
heart of divine life.  For he does not 'put off' the human form that he 
put on at his incarnation. When Jesus Christ, now seated in glory at the 
right hand of the Father, prays constantly for us, it is with the total 
understanding of the human condition with which we struggle.

 If Ascension is the celebration that humanity now and for ever 
dwells with God, then Pentecost brings us full circle: God, through the 
Holy Spirit, now dwells not only among, but within humanity.  So we 
can know God's love flowing in us and through us, God's word speak-
ing in us and through us, God's power working in us and through us.  
Just as the first disciples were enabled to talk in many languages, so 
God can communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ in any and every 
situation in the world - the message of salvation for all who will listen 
and respond.

 This now becomes our task in the 'growing season' ahead of 
us, especially through pointing others towards Jesus, as John the 
Baptist did, and sharing the hospitality of God which we have first 
received - as we have learnt through the last six months.

 So let us embark together on the exciting adventure in which 
Jesus says 'follow me!'  I have found St John's a place of great 
joyfulness and confidence in the love of God, and I am sure that it is 
this delight will be central to working out what it means to pursue 
growth through the vision that God has put before us. Let us pray that 
we may indeed know a fresh filling of God's Spirit within us, to guide 
us on our journey.  Amen.

Blessings,

Sarah
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Holy Week and Easter

Palm Sunday recalls the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, mounted on an ass. The 

people rejoiced and spread their garments on the road and waved palms, 

shouting "Hosanna". This was reflected at the start of the Sunday morning 

service. Palm Crosses were blessed and distributed to the people, then to the 

strains of the traditional hymn, "All Glory Laud and Honour", and with the 

processional cross at the front, the choir led the congregation out of the church 

and though the city centre streets and back inside again. To keep the singing 

going, Bethan Hearne played the trumpet all the way round. 

In the evening, after Evensong, the Palestrina Singers performed a concert of 

sacred music suitable for the occasion, showing their versatility at different 

styles of music. 

On the first three days of Holy Week there was Holy Eucharist at lunchtime, and 

each evening a service of quiet reflections on the Passion of Christ in words and 

music. On Maundy Thursday evening there was the Eucharist of the Last 

Supper, with washing of feet, stripping of 

the altar, and vigil. 

Good Friday began with a service of Stations 

of the Cross for all the Family. Seven 

veneration stations were set up in the church 

using modern simple and thought-provoking 

materials, designed by our choir member 

Wendy Batey. As the people moved around 

the church, at each stop there was a thought 

to be read, an activity to be done, and a 

prayer to be said, together with hymns and 

Parish News

The Palestrina Singers 

perform in the church on 

Palm Sunday Evening

“Woman - Behold thy Son”

One of the Stations
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Parish News ...

music. This was followed at noon by the 

traditional three-hour service, representing 

the time that Jesus hung on the Cross. A 

series of reflections, readings and prayers 

was followed by Veneration of the Cross. 

Not everyone attends for the full three 

hours, but people come and go during the 

time. While the services were taking place, 

the path across the churchyard had its 

annual closure, in accordance with the 

agreement for its use. 

Easter celebrations began on Easter Eve 

with the lighting of the Easter Fire in the 

churchyard, which after blessing is used to 

light first the Paschal Candle, then candles 

held by the congregation, and finally, with a great fanfare the whole church is 

lit, to symbolise the coming of the Light of Christ. The main Eucharist 

Celebration on Easter Morning was well attended with more than a hundred 

people present, the most for many years. In the evening a special service was 

held of readings, hymns and carols for Easter. 

“Jesus meets the Women of 

Jerusalem”. Another of the 

stations of the Cross.

Word for the City

A new series of Word for the City has begun, on Monday lunchtimes at 12.45 

pm. These are a series of reflections on how the Bible speaks today. The subject 

of this series is "Finding Grace at the Heart of Sin." Each Bible based session 

lasts just under half an hour. For full details, there is a leaflet in the church. 

A Montage for Palm Sunday, prepared by 

the children of the Sunday School

Alleluiah -  He is Risen!  
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Parish News ...

Christian Aid Week

During Christian Aid Week, 10th to 17th 

May a section of the church was trans-

formed into an interactive Safe Zone to 

highlight Humanitarian Safe Zones set up 

in areas of war and conflict around the 

world. The exhibition was divided into 

five stations, each reflecting a value held 

dear to people who are forced to flee to the 

safe zones. Drapes in the North Aisle were 

colour coded to represent Truth (yellow), 

Brotherhood (green), Justice (red), Freedom (blue) and Solidarity (purple). Each 

area included information and real life 

testimonies.  St John's is a sanctuary of 

peace in the heart of Cardiff and so it 

seemed obvious for Christian Aid to put 

on their display here as there is a simi-

larity between the idea of a 'safe place to 

live' and St John's as a safe haven for 

people in the city. Evensong on 18th 

May had a special focus on the work of 

Christian Aid, with an address by Peter 

Donnison, regional co-ordinator for 

Wales. For more information, visit: 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/cymru/

The Exhibition in the Church

West Doors

The new glass West Doors are now in full use 

and are seen as a great improvement to that part 

of the church, making the entry much more wel-

coming, and connecting the church much better 

to the city outside. The problems with them are 

not quite fully resolved, and we continue to press 

for the final faults to be put right. They will be 

blessed by the Archbishop at a special service at 

6.00 pm on Tuesday 24th June, the Nativity of 

John the Baptist and our Patronal Festival. The New West Doors

 from the  inside

Revd. Sarah Rowland Jones 

with Peter Donnison. 
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Photographic Exhibition

St John's was pleased to host during part of Holy Week a rather special photo-

graphic exhibition entitled A Sideways Look, by Marten Holmes who is both a 

professional photographer and a committed Christian. Marten was inspired by 

many of the early works of religious art by the great masters, and has replicated 

their compositions in photographs set in a present day context. He has tried to 

portray how these scenes might be acted out today by modern people, while 

remaining faithful to the designs of the original paintings. He has mounted some 

of his works on portable pull-up displays to form a touring exhibition which has 

travelled in his native Cornwall, and he has now brought it to South Wales. The 

resulting exhibition, which was in St John’s for three days during Holy Week,  

is an interesting insight into how some of the most well known biblical events 

and characters might appear if they happened today. Each photograph has a 

reproduction of the original painting displayed below it, so that the connection 

can be seen. It is very thought provoking, and portrays the feelings that might 

be expressed by characters in those situations in the present time. More informa-

tion can be found at http://www.duchyphotography.co.uk/portfolio/exhibitions/ 

Mary Samuel

Not everyone will have met Mary Samuel as she attended Bethany Church in 

Rhiwbina. She was the wife of Gren Samuel, treasurer of the Friends of St 

John's Church, and sister to Revd. Malcolm Ellis, former vicar of our church and 

rector of the Parish of Central Cardiff. She passed away very recently after a 

period of distressing illness. Our sincere condolences go out to Gren and his 

family, and to Malcolm and his family, and we offer our prayers for her soul.

Parish News ...

Some of the Marten 

Holmes exhibition 

“A Sideways Look”

 in the North Aisle

 of the church
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... Parish News

Worshipful Company of Glass Sellers

On Sunday 18th May St John's welcomed the Worshipful Company of Glass 

Sellers to morning service. The company was granted a charter by King Charles 

II in 1664, originally to regulate trade in articles made of glass, which in those 

days was a highly valued commodity. It functioned as a Livery Company 

controlling the appointment of apprentices to their masters, who in turn were 

accountable to the Court and Master of the Company. Today it still retains an 

interest in the manufacture and promotion of glass in industry, arts & crafts, 

science and technology. It also has wider interests in the furtherance of educa-

tion and charitable works. Most recently the material has found cutting edge use 

in communications in the form of fibre optics. At the morning service their 

chaplain, Revd Canon Philip Need was the preacher. Their Master, Dr Andrew 

Parmley, is also an accomplished organist, and at the end of our service he 

played the very first performance of 'Heaven in Ordinaire', a voluntary by 

Andrew Campling, especially composed to celebrate the Company's 350th 

anniversary this year. May God bless our sharing in worship, and also bless the 

Company in their extensive charitable work.

The service included the hymn with the words "For those in peril on the sea". 

This was entirely appropriate, because the Worshipful Company of Glass 

Sellers have strong connections with the Navy, including the development of 

special glass used by divers and submarines. Not only that, our first reading was 

about Noah and the ark, and the Royal Navy were in Cardiff that day. Their 

latest destroyer, HMS Dragon, had docked in Cardiff to receive the Freedom of 

the City at the City Hall, and shortly after the service finished their ship's 

company, led by the Royal Marines Band, marched in parade past the church. 

HMS Dragon is the replacement for HMS Cardiff, whose ship's bell is laid up 

in the church. 

Cytun

The Cytun Annual General Meeting took place on 7th May in Dewi Sant 

Church. Matters discussed included election of committee, the future of The 

Lightship, and forthcoming events. Cytun have produced small cards with a QR 

code which directs people to their web-site. These have been distributed to the 

hotels in the city centre, and are also available in the church for visitors to pick 

up and take away. The Cytun Annual Dinner is on 5th June in The Cornerstone, 

Charles Street, at 7.30pm.  
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A Spiritual Reflection for Annual Vestry 2014 

This is an edited version of Sarah's sermon and report to the Annual Vestry Meeting

A call to holy hospitality: 'Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God,' Romans 15:7

Eastertide speaks of God's promise of new life in all situations:  in heaven 
after death, and also in this world of time and space.  God's redeeming love is for 
us here and now:  each of us, all of us together, and for the mission to which he 
calls St John's in Cardiff.

We see God most powerfully at work in his capacity to bring life out of death 
and good from evil; to mend what is broken; to launch new beginnings from 
hopeless dead-ends; to turn sorrow into joy; to take apparent weakness and failure, 
and produce positive, tangible, lasting outcomes. This is good news indeed, after 
the ups and downs of recent years.

In today's Gospel, Thomas refuses glib answers, as he also did at the Last 
Supper (John 14:5, 20:25). His example invites us to bring our hard questions to 
Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 'Show us your way' has been at the 
heart of our praying and questioning about St John's future, over the last six 
months. What are we learning?

Our exploration began with Archbishop Barry speaking about our 
wonderfully appropriate Patron Saint at my licensing.  

First, John the Baptist is a voice crying out in the wilderness. Cardiff can also 
seem a spiritually barren place. Our words and lifestyle, like John's, should show 
we are wholly caught up in the message God gives us to share with all who come 
our way - whether meeting us in person, or entering this church. Yet while John 
preached judgement, ours is primarily a message of God's saving love and limitless 
compassion:  shown in Jesus Christ, and offering redemptive hope to every person, 
every situation.

Second, John points others to Jesus. We too should encourage deeper 
encounter with Christ, as we are now doing with better communications (including 
new posters and poster-boards) and free literature. (Thanks to St Teilo's Trust for 
their financial support.)  More leaflets about the Christian faith, and a tourist's 
pilgrim trail, are in preparation. We need to keep asking how else we can help 
people to see Jesus more clearly, so God himself can form and develop his 
relationship with them

John called for rough ways to be made smooth, awkward paths made 
straight. We must also be alert to removing obstacles to people's encounter with 
Jesus. Liz's excellent contemporary liturgies make it easier for visitors to join in 
Sunday morning worship.

Reflection
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John did not hold on to his disciples, but urged them to follow Jesus. 
Further, beheaded by Herod, he did not see the fruits of his ministry. We too 
needn't worry if visitors don't join our ranks (though our Electoral Roll has grown, 
despite deaths of the past year).  We need only be faithful and obedient in 
encouraging everyone on their own pilgrim journey.

Llandaff Diocese's 7 Sacred Spaces initiative has helped us review our own 
pilgrim journey and who God is calling us to be.  This will help us better focus our 
time and energies as we plan for the future - remembering that churches which 
deliberately plan for growth are those most likely to achieve it.

Reflecting on the essential elements of Christians in Christian communities 
through the ages underlines the foundational importance of what we can call Cell 
and Chapel:  personal spiritual commitment and growth; and a shared worshipping 
life in which we expect to meet, and be challenged and changed by, the living God.

'Unless the Lord builds the house, the labourers work in vain' says Psalm 
115, and if we are serious about wanting to grow, we must also be serious about 
personal prayer and Bible reading, and shared worship.

Prayer for the City on weekdays - when I am often joined by others - continues 
the centuries-long focus of St John's as a house of prayer.  Our new Tuesday 
lunchtime and evening services of Christian Mindfulness and Meditation helps people 
mature in prayer. 

Reflection on the other five Sacred Spaces has highlighted two particular 
priorities.

Refectory is the place, and the attitude, of sharing: especially food and drink.  
We experience this at Sunday mornings' coffee and chat; and in the Tea sPot, 
whether sharing together after a midweek service, or in offering its welcome to 
others.  

Cloister points to the opportunities that arise out of 'chance encounter', 
which is so characteristic of the way we interact with our many, and varied, visitors.

Together these speak of hospitality as St John's primary calling. We are 
to share with others the hospitality that we have received from God (Rom 15:7). 
This hospitality is seen in Jesus Christ who fed the multitudes, who opened wide 
to all his arms on the cross, and who calls his close friends to share in the 
Eucharistic feast.

Our hospitality comes through providing opportunities for others to 
experience God's loving, compassionate welcome for themselves. We do so by 
offering a sanctuary of holy peace; a house of prayer and quiet meditation; candles 
to light; prayers to write; leaflets to read. We must develop new ways for visitors - 
perhaps coming merely as tourists or to buy Christmas cards -to deepen their 
engagement with God.

Reflection …



Page 11

Displays, like 7 Sacred Spaces, and Holy Week's Sideways Look photographs, 
or May's Christian Aid Week exhibition can provide thought-provoking substance 
to the casual visitor. We also offer a non-coercive invitation to join our worship, 
and our worshipping community, including through our welcome to everyone 
from the Lord Mayor and the Order of St John's to the homeless. We should look 
out for other ways of welcoming the city - as we did for Nelson Mandela's funeral 
vigil, and can perhaps do with WWI anniversaries.   

We also plan fresh worshipping hospitality to those who don't connect with 
our current services:  first, working with Will and Jude Souter, a once monthly late 
Sunday service of Anglicanism at its most modern and lively, launching fully in 
September; and second, with ecumenical support, a Saturday shoppers' service 
beginning when the Christmas market opens, and continuing afterwards.

We should not forget the other three Sacred Spaces:  
Chapter is about God's place in formal decision making, from personal 

choices, to PCC and Vestry, to the church's voice in shaping the city at every level. 
Preparing accounts, setting budgets, discussing agendas and taking minutes are all 
are holy tasks when they help us better share the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
Building networks beyond St John's, both among the faith communities and across 
the city, is one of my next personal priorities.

Library is about studying, learning, sharing, Christian knowledge - indeed, all 
knowledge.    

Monday's Word for the City helps Christians think more deeply about 
contemporary questions. A colour brochure for tourists - with information about 
us as both a historic building and a place of living faith - is also on my To Do list. 
Additionally, we should explore how St John's might be an effective educational 
resource to schools.

Finally we have Garden, the dimension of both productive labour and restful 
recreation. As winter gives way to spring, I'm beginning to see how our grounds 
can be part of our welcome!  Looking ahead, perhaps this is the heading under 
which we review how the whole church building and its facilities serve our mission 
- and consider a more radical building project!

'Extend hospitality to strangers' wrote St Paul (Rom 12:13). I believe this is 
God's particular word to us, as, with our new doors, we welcome visitors into St 
John's. As they step inside, so many immediately sense this has for centuries been 
a place of godly prayer and living faith, in the midst of a hectic, secular, city. As 
Easter People, let us confidently follow the footsteps of the faithful generations 
before us, as we in our turn respond to God's call to us to share his good news, 
build his kingdom in his world, and bring glory to his holy name.  Amen.

... Reflection
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Easter Vestry Meeting

The Easter Vestry (Annual General Meeting) took place after morning 
service on Sunday 27th April. The parish report was presented under three 
headings, Mission, Administration and Accounts. Revd. Sarah gave a report 
on mission, outlining that from the idea of Seven Sacred Spaces, our church 
should focus on "Refectory", "Chapel" and "Cell", providing welcome and 
hospitality, and a place for public and private prayer for all who come in. She 
thanked all those who had helped in the running of the church in the past 
year. This included the priests and readers, retired and from other churches, 
who had taken services during the period of vacancy, and particularly Revd. 
Meg Underdown who had provided weekday chaplaincy. Thanks were due 
also to the church officers, appointees and PCC members for carrying out 
their duties and working as a team and to the many members of the 
congregation and others who had helped in so many ways, especially in the 
tea room. The meeting remembered the regular worshippers who had died 
during the past year. Gordon Nicol, Mary Lewis, Bill John, Percy John and 
Terry Roberts. 

The updated Electoral Roll showed an increase in numbers, even after 
losing some through death. The Quinquennial Inspection and an Insurance 
Inspection had shown the church to be in generally good condition. Faculties 
were being obtained for minor work that needed to be done, and recom-
mended actions would be put in hand. More significantly, the insurance 
valuation had been revised upwards substantially, and higher premiums 
would be phased in over the next few years.  An analysis of the finances 
showed that both income and outgoings were reduced compared to the 
previous year. This was in part due to reduced clergy expenses due to the 
vacancy. The Audit had been completed and given a clean report. Although 
the financial situation was currently sound, there should be an effort to 
increase regular giving through the stewardship scheme and by other 
means, as future expenditure was likely to rise and current income was 
falling.  

The Parish Report and accounts were presented and adopted by the 
meeting. Robert Stogdon (vicar's) and Evan Chapman (people's) were ap-
pointed as churchwardens. Richard Hall was thanked for his many years of 
service as churchwarden. Acknowledging that the St James Mission was no 
longer active, the posts of subwardens were not filled. Ten PCC members 
were elected. At a short PCC meeting immediately following the Annual 
Meeting, Evan Chapman and Richard Hall were appointed as PCC Secretary 
and Treasurer respectively. 



Page 13

Parish Share 

In the last edition of the magazine there was an item about proposed 
revisions to the Parish Share system. For those not familiar with the term, 
this is what used to be called the Quota. It is a payment made by all parishes 
to the diocese, out of which the diocese pays for the cost of providing clergy 
to the parishes. In Anglican churches, the parishes do not pay directly for 
their Priest or Minister, as happens in  some Free Churches, but the costs 
are pooled and shared across the parishes in each diocese. This enables 
much better deployment of resources and development of ministry across 
the diocese as a whole. It does mean that flourishing parishes will be to an 
extent subsidising weaker ones. A formula is used to calculate how much 
each parish is to pay as its share. This formula is the subject of continual 
discussion and occasional revision. 

A new formula is to be introduced into the Llandaff diocese, and a 
series of meetings has been held at which the diocesan officers have been 
explaining how it will work and why it is being changed. Some of our church 
officers attended one of these meetings to learn more. 

The present formula is based only on the average attendances at 
services throughout the year. This has been perceived as a disincentive to 
growth. Rapidly growing churches face a rapidly increasing share to pay, 
particularly hard for young congregations who may not have the means to 
give as generously as more mature ones. It also bears no relation to a 
sensible deployment of the scarce and dwindling resource of clergy within 
the diocese. 

The new formula incorporates an element based on the number of 
clergy serving a parish as well as the attendance at the churches, together 
with a moderating factor to ease the burden on rapidly growing churches. 
(And yes, there are some!) It is inevitable that parishes with larger congrega-
tions will pay more than smaller ones, but better financial incentive to grow 
might encourage more parishes to try. Some parishes may find the new 
formula burdensome, but as was said at the meeting, there is no ideal 
formula that will suit all. 

For St John's, the effect of the new formula, which will be phased in 
over three years, is likely to be close to neutral. Even so, the share in total is 
set to increase in the coming years, so we must continue to be generous in 
our contributions. 
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Tower News 

Continuing our theme of ringing methods with relevant names, we 

rang May Day at the beginning of the month and also have St Richard in 

mind (Richard Hall having recently celebrated a Significant Birthday) but 

have not quite got round to it.

At the end of April I had an e-mail from Sarah introducing me to a 

University of S Wales photography student, Zak, who she had met and 

spoken to in the church.  His project was to photograph all the bell towers 

in the city centre and, of course, we are the only one with change-ringing 

bells.  He paid us a couple of visits up the tower, photographing 

individual ringers and our ringing and I was also able to show him the 

bells, from the safety of the tower staircase, one Monday when I was 

locking up.  So far we have had no feedback but he has promised us an 

invitation to his show which is to be in The Atrium in Adam St.

On May 5th, the Bank Holiday, we welcomed a visiting band of 

ringers.  These were from Shrivenham and had arranged their day in 

Cardiff around the Valley lines trains service, which luckily run a normal 

timetable on a Bank Holiday.  It was also left to Mary, who unlocked for 

them as I was unavailable, to deal with a group of walkers who were 

visiting a number of Cardiff churches.  Many thanks to Sarah who had 

provided Mary with a crib sheet about St John's, history and dates not 

being her strong point!

The local ringing association's annual "striking competition" was 

held at St Brides Major on May 10th.   We entered one method team and 

were placed 3rd of 4 teams - about as we expected.  Penarth were the 

winners, followed closely by Llandaff Cathedral with Aberdare in 4th 

place.  A further 6 teams rang call-changes.  This was a wonderful social 

occasion with over 60 people present and gave the opportunity to make 

new friends and renew acquaintance with old ones.

Finally on Sunday 11th May we rang a Quarter Peal before 

Evensong.  This was at the request of one of our band to celebrate the 

marriage of a friend in City Hall the previous day.  We also noted Richard 

Hall's Significant Birthday, although he was unfortunately not able to 

ring with us on the day.

Bob Hardy
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Ven. Peggy Jackson

The Archdeacon of Llandaff, Ren. Peggy Jackson has been on the move. After several 

years looking after the parish of Penmark with Llancarfan in the Vale of Glamorgan, she 

has been appointed as priest-in-charge of the parish of St Fagans and Michaelston-super-

Ely. She was licensed at St Mary's Church, St Fagans, by Arch-

bishop Barry on 9th April. In leaving Llancarfan she is leaving 

behind a church in which there is a fine 15th Century reredos and 

recently discovered medieval wall paintings of great rarity, which 

are being conserved. Archdeacon Peggy is well known to us at St 

John's, having had oversight of the parish during its two long 

periods of vacancy. We are thankful for the support she has given 

us, and wish her well in her new appointment. 

New Canons

Seven new Canons have been installed at a special service at Llandaff Cathedral 

on Saturday 12th April. They are; 

Revd Gwynn ap Gwilym, a distinguished Welsh writer, and the Revd Aled Edwards, 

OBE, chief executive of Cytun who were made Metropolitical Canons,

The Revd Edwin Counsell, vicar of Pendoylan with Welsh St Donats and  provincial 

advisor on Education, and the Revd Bob Capper vicar of Gabalfa and Area Dean for 

Cardiff, who were made Honorary Canons.

The Revd Mark Preece, Rector of Canton; the Revd Stewart Lisk, Vicar of Roath and 

the Revd Ruth Moverley, Vicar of Tonyrefail and Gilfach Goch were appointed as 

Canons to Llandaff Cathedral and will become members of the Cathedral Chapter.

In addition the Canon at Llandaff, Graham Holcombe, was made a Canon Residentiary, 

and Mrs Harriet Morgan was also welcomed as the new Diocesan Registrar.

Congratulations to all of them, but especially to Bob Capper our Area Dean, and to Mark 

Preece our former Area Dean, who gave us so much support during our two periods of 

vacancy, and to Stewart Lisk who as Lord Mayor's Chaplain is involved with services at 

St John's. 

Around the Diocese

The new appointments,together 

with Archbishop Barry, Bishop 

David, and Dean of Llandaff, 

Gerwyn Capon.  
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More and more people are finding it harder to make 
ends meet today. In the face of ever increasing costs, by 
the time rent, heating and other essentials are paid, 
people relying on benefit or low-paid jobs have little left 
to buy food. For this purpose an organisation called the 
Trussel Trust has set up Foodbanks in towns and cities 
across Britain. Non-perishable food is collected or do-
nated to be kept in store, and people in need are given 

vouchers to collect parcels from the stores. There has been a rapid rise in demand 
for this service in the last year. St Saviour's church in Splott has been active in this 
area, collecting and donating food, and has now opened its doors to provide the 
fifth Food Distribution Centre in Cardiff. The new centre in Splott will be the first 
Trussell Trust Foodbank in Wales to offer evening opening hours, specifically 
aimed at those in full-time employment or education. It is run by volunteers and 
will be open every Wednesday 13:00-15:00 and Thursday 18:30-20:00. Father Dean 
Atkins is pleased that the church is able to extend its partnership in this new way, 
to fulfil the need for this type of support in the local area.  Cardiff Foodbank is also 
the nominated charity of the Lord Mayor, Cllr Derrick Morgan, and half the 
collection at this year's Lord Mayor's service at St John's on St David's Day was 
given to its support. The charity is always open to offers of help of food, money 
and volunteer help, and may be contacted through Splott parish. 

Cardiff Foodbank

On the Lighter Side

Adam and Cullen were very young cousins. Sitting together in church 
one Sunday with Adam's mother, the preacher started his sermon with, 
"Adam, where are you"? He paused, then cried out a little louder, "Adam, 
where are you"? Cullen looked puzzled and then, pointing to his cousin 
Adam, shouted: "here he is!"

A father was at the beach with his children when his four-year-old son 
ran up to him, grabbed his hand, and led him to the shore, where a 
seagull lay dead in the sand. "Daddy, what happened to him?" the son 
asked. "He died and went to Heaven," the dad replied. The boy thought 
a moment and then said, "Did God throw him back down?"

What's a rainbow?
My 8 year old son asked me if I knew what a rainbow was. So I gave him 
the scientific answer and he told me no, that a rainbow was God standing 
on his head and smiling.
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A PRAYER FOR YOU

I said a special prayer for you 

I asked the Lord above 

To keep you safely in His care 

And enfold you in His love.

I did not ask for fortune 

For riches or for fame,

I only asked for blessings 

In the Holy Scripture's name. 

Blessings to surround you 

In times of trial and stress,

And inner joy to fill your heart 

With peace and happiness.

ANON

Poetry Spot

This poem, author unknown, was found pinned to the 
prayer board near the Herbert Chapel in the church.
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Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.45pm 
                         Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm   Lunchbreak
                    6.00pm     Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm
                         Chaplain on duty
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
 

Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays for visitors and private prayer. 

The Tea sPOT tea room operates Monday - Saturday 10.00am to 3.00pm.

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136

Church Wardens
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980
   Evan Chapman   (029) 2045 1519

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Richard Hall

St John’s

Recorder / Coordinator
   Philip Thomas

Verger
   Evan Chapman

Organist
   Philip Thomas

Choir Director 
   Vanessa Hall

Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy

Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates

June

Sun 1st   Sunday after Ascension (Easter 7)

Tue 3rd Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm - Talk by Bob Hardy.

Thu 5th Cytun Annual Dinner 7.30 pm Cornerstone, Charles St. 

Sat 7th  Worshipful Livery Company Installation Service 5.00pm

Sun 8th PENTECOST  (WHIT SUNDAY)  

Wed 11th ST BARNABAS

Fri 13th Organ Concert Huw Tregelles Williams 1.15pm

Sun 15th TRINITY SUNDAY (First after Pentecost)  

Sun 22nd 2nd Sunday after Pentecost (1st after Trinity)

Tue 24th ST JOHN THE BAPTIST Patronal Festival

Blessing of the new West Doors, 6.00 pm

Sun 29th SS PETER AND PAUL (3rd after Pentecost)

(Attendance at morning service by the Worshipful Company 

of Constructors)

July

Tue 1st  Tuesday Fellowship - Afternoon Tea

Thu 3rd ST THOMAS

Sun 6th 4th Sunday after Pentecost (3rd after Trinity)

Fri 11th Organ Concert Richard Hobson 1.15pm

Sun 13th 5th Sunday after Pentecost (4th after Trinity) Sea Sunday

Sun 20th 6th Sunday after Pentecost (5th after Trinity)

Tue 22nd ST MARY MAGDALENE

Fri 25th ST JAMES

Sun 27th 7th Sunday after Pentecost (6th after Trinity)

August

Sun 3rd 8th Sunday after Pentecost (7th after Trinity)

Wed 6th TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD

Fri 8th  Organ Concert James Gough 1.15pm

Sun 10th 9th Sunday after Pentecost (8th after Trinity)
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

Norma Thomas

Sunday School

Philip Thomas

Organist

Bob Hardy

Tower Captain

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 18

2014 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 
recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.
 

Friday 13th June

HUW TREGELLES WILLIAMS - Swansea

Friday 11th July 

RICHARD HOBSON - Grosvenor Chapel Mayfair

Friday 8th August 

JAMES GOUGH - Haileybury College

All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.

TUESDAYS AT ST JOHN’S
Introducing Christian Mindfulness & Meditation

at 12.45-1.15pm, Lunch Break

and at 6.00-6.30pm, Stress Busting
Come along at lunchtime or after work to these half-hours of teaching and guided 
practice in stillness and awareness of our thoughts, feelings and inner sensations


