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EDITORIAL

Lent is a time of reflection, and during lent our reflection has been not 
only on our own human estate, but time has been taken to think and 

pray about the mission of our church in the city, and God’s calling for it. 
With a new priest in charge, the time is right for new beginnings and 
initiatives to take the church forward in new directions in the new century. 
The path is not yet clear, but by following our Lord’s guidance a step at a 
time, our church can be successful in being “God’s servant on Earth”. We 
have been saddened in recent months by the passing of some of our most 
dedicated people, but the losses have been more than made up by new 
worshippers. St John’s is not in decline. Easter is the time of rebirth, of 
passing from death to new life, from darkness to light. Let us grasp the Spirit, 
and through prayer, praise and worship, move our community forward in 
God’s name. A truly blessed and happy Easter to you!

In This Issue

The next issue of the City Parish Journal will be for Pentecost 2014. 

Material for publication should be sent to the editor no later than:- 21st May.

Magazine Editor: 

      Richard Hall

      206 Cyncoed Road, 

      Cardiff, CF23 6RS.

      Tel: (029) 2075 3302

E-mail: richardhall.editor@gmail.com
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From The Vicar

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! We are risen!  Alleluia! I wish you all a 
wonderful and blessed Easter!

The glorious mystery of the first Easter will always be beyond our 
capacity fully to grasp, at least in this life. But we can be confident that God 
in Jesus Christ became fully human, lived wholly as one of us, experienced 
death, and was raised to eternal life. He has bridged the gap between 
human fallibility and divine holiness, and ensured that physical death is not 
the end of the story. As St Paul writes, 'we have been buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  For, if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his' (Romans 6:4-5).

This is good news here and now, as well as in the hope of heaven 
beyond the end of our earthly lives (glorious though that is), because Jesus' 
'abundant life' (John 10:10) flourishes among us, if only we have eyes to see.  
I hope your Gratitude Diaries have helped this eye-opening! I discovered that, 
though I might appreciate at the time the spark of God's presence and 
promptings in a conversation or event, if I did not write it down soon after-
wards I often could not remember what it was, despite remembering that it 
did happen.  I realised afresh how much of God's goodness I take for granted.

Living with gratitude, as a 'people of praise', is a mark of churches that 
seek and experience God's renewal and growth, according to one speaker at 
the consultation I attended before Easter.  He'd been studying Pentecostal 
churches, but his five distinctive themes all chimed with what we've been 
recognising in ourselves, as we've explored God's vision for St John's.

The other themes were these:  second, for the church to be 'a house-
hold of healing', seeking God's holistic wholeness for every part of the life of 
individuals, relationships and societies. This is our outlook too, as we pray 
for one another (not only the sick, the dying and bereaved), and for Cardiff; 
and in the way we offer St John's as a place for others to find this solace from 
God, especially to those who come to pray, light candles, or just sit in silence.  
We preach it too, in our Monday 'Word for the City'.

Third is 'every member ministry' - the expectation that by God's grace 
and his Spirit's power, everyone has something to offer. I've been struck by 
how much of a team we feel at St John's - everyone belongs, everyone 
matters, we all need each other, even if some are able to give less time and 
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energy than others. This is particularly evident each Sunday, as we share the 
peace, and over coffee. My understanding of God's plans for St John's has 
drawn on conversations with so many of you: God gives each of us a piece 
of his jigsaw!

The fourth theme is to be a 'community of hospitality', which, as our 
studies in the 7 Sacred Spaces suggest is our primary calling.  We share 
God's loving hospitality to us both in the warmth of our welcome ('Refectory' 
- including the Tea sPot, but also our openness to so many visitors of every 
background!), and through our many unexpected encounters and conversa-
tions ('Cloister').  Thanks to a grant from the St Teilo Trust, we now offer free 
leaflets to help visitors take further their journey with God. 

The fifth theme is to be 'pilgrims of hope'.  It has been wonderful 
sharing your joyful expectations that God is launching us on a new chapter 
of flourishing life. The God who raised Christ from the dead has truly made 
us his 'Easter people'. Even the Electoral Roll has grown - a first indication 
that we are on the right road!  

At our Annual Vestry, let us together affirm that we are learning to hear 
the call of the risen Christ to follow him on this exciting journey to grow and 
deepen the life of faith at St John's, and in sharing it with others, for the 
building of God's kingdom in Cardiff, and for his praise and glory.

Alleluia!  Christ is risen indeed!

Sarah Rowland Jones

... From the Vicar

A Happy and most Blessed Easter 
to all who enter St John’s Church. 

You are invited to sit and pray awhile, 
and be aware of God’s presence. 

May the Love and Power of God fill your life, 
as shown in the resurrection of His beloved son, 

Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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New West Doors

It is pleasing to report that the new glass west doors are now in use. The first 

'Opening' was on St David's Day for the Lord Mayor's service. They are now 

opened every day so people can once more come in and out through the tower 

entrance, and what is more, see where they are going. The church is now entered 

by a straight through route, and looks inviting. There is a better connection 

between the church and the city outside. The new arrangement has opened up 

the west end of the church and provides a better space for welcoming visitors 

and worshippers. Just about everyone thinks they look much better than the old 

doors and porch. And contrary to what has appeared in the local press, none of 

the iron gates or railings have been removed. For all this praise, there still 

remain problems to be resolved. There are a few faults with the glasswork, 

which the contractors still have to rectify. The door springs are not fully 

effective in closing them, giving the need for temporary measures to ensure they 

are not stuck open. And because of their frameless design they do not close 

tightly, resulting in gaps that let in draughts. These things all remain to be 

addressed. Once these problems have been addressed, we will be able to be 

really pleased with our new west entrance.

Parish News

The new West doors

And the interior

Of the porch

Facebook

Most people will know of the social networking website Facebook. Well, the 

church now has its own Facebook page, which is maintained by Rev. Sarah. 

Look at it to see what she is doing and to keep up with the latest news of the 

church. It is accessed at:

 https://www.facebook.com/stjohnthebaptistcardiffcitycentre 

It can also be reported that the websites for the Friends of St John's and the 

Bellringers are now on line again after their hosting service closed unexpectedly 

some months ago. They can be accessed by links from the main parish website.
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Parish News ...

St David’s Day

On Saturday March 1st, St David's Day, the Welsh National St David's Day 

Civic Service was held in St John's church. This annual occasion is when the 

Lord Mayor of Cardiff on behalf of the council hosts Mayors and civic 

dignitaries from all parts of Wales. It is a splendid occasion as they all gather 

together on the Welsh National Day. The service opened with a fanfare by 

Arcomis Brass of the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama as the Lord 

Mayor's procession entered through the new west doors. After a welcome by our 

Priest-in-Charge, Revd. canon Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, the lesson from 

scripture was read by the Lord Mayor of Cardiff, Councillor Derrick Morgan. 

The address was given by Revd. Simon Walkling, 

Moderator of the United Reformed Church National 

Synod of Wales. The prayers were introduced by the 

Lord Mayor's chaplain, Revd. Stewart Lisk and said 

by representatives of civic and community bodies of 

the area. The service concluded with the blessing 

said by the Archbishop of Wales, Most Revd. Dr 

Barry Morgan, and the National Anthems. During 

the service, there was rousing singing of hymns in 

both Welsh and English by the congregation led by 

the combined choirs of St John's and St Margaret's 

Roath.   It was altogether a splendid occasion much 

appreciated by those who attended, and thanks must 

be given to those who organised and helped with it, 

including our organist Mr. Philip Thomas, Mrs 

Vanessa Hall who organised the floral decorations, (daffodils of course,) the 

Lord Mayor's own Scouts and Guides who took the collection, and all else who 

contributed to its success. The collection was distributed between St John's 

Church and the Lord Mayor's chosen charity, Cardiff Foodbank. 

The Lord Mayor’s flag 

flies from  the tower.

Adopt-a-Date for Flowers

The church always looks better when adorned by a display of flowers. We are 

grateful to Vanessa and her small team for the work they do. A good display of 

flowers costs money, so you could help if you would sponsor a seasonal floral 

display in front of the pulpit. It could be to celebrate a special birthday, wedding 

anniversary or to remember a departed loved one. A large display uses about 

£20-£25 in bought flowers, but any donation would be most welcome. Please 

talk to Vanessa Hall if you would like to "adopt a date".
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Pancake Party

On Shrove Tuesday it is traditional to eat pancakes. Lent is a time of abstinence, 

which could be observed by giving up eating rich foods and consuming only 

plain fare. Rather than let food go to waste, on this last day before Lent people 

would have one last binge by using up all the eggs and butter they had in the 

larder, making and eating pancakes. This year, an invitation was given to come 

to Vanessa's house for a grand eating of pancakes. It was a jolly occasion, with 

many of our regular congregation coming and going during the early evening. 

A variety of sweet and savoury fresh-made pancakes were on offer, with other 

delicious food. Vanessa, Keith and others kept a steady supply of beautiful 

pancakes flowing, as everyone invaded their kitchen. It was a great chance to 

relax and chat together, and our appreciation and thanks must go to the hosts and 

helpers.  

Parish News ...

Churchyard Ducks

Each of the past few years we have 

noticed that a family of ducks takes 

up residence in our churchyard at 

this time of year. No one knows 

why, or where they come from. 

They stay for a few weeks while 

they nest, and if fortunate raise a 

family. As soon as the ducklings are 

old enough, they leave and disap-

pear. They have recently appeared 

this year, but as yet there is no sign 

of ducklings. 
Ducks in St John’s Churchyard

Being Grateful

Each day of our lives we walk in the light of God. In our busy lives, and with 

tasks and cares on our minds we may not always be aware of this. Sometimes 

we take God's blessings for granted. Sometimes we are not truly grateful for the 

things that God gives us, and that inspire our days. During Lent we have been 

asked to keep a "Gratitude Diary", a small notebook, and at the end of each day 

to pause and think back on the day for the good things in it, to make a note and 

offer thanks to our Lord. Whether or not you write it down in a book, this is an 

exercise that you should continue beyond Lent, so that you will come to know 

the blessings that each of us has from our Maker, and be grateful and not take 

them for granted. 
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Pauline Grainger

It is good to see Pauline back in church on Sundays following her spell in 

hospital. We hope that her treatment has been successful and that she will 

continue to improve. She says that she is now again able to eat properly and has 

got her appetite back, but is will be a long time yet before she is properly 

recovered. We continue to pray for her progress back to health. 

Parish News ...

Radio & TV
Our Priest-in-Charge, Sarah, had been hitting the media lately. On Passion 

Sunday, 6th April, she led ‘Celebration’, the morning act of worship on BBC 

Radio Wales at 7.30 am. Those that were up and about heard her speaking on 

the theme of Judgement, a topic not often discussed in these days of upbeat faith. 

In essence she reminded the listeners that God is not a stern judge, but a loving 

one. The programme, which is recorded in advance, and repeated at 5.30 pm the 

same day,  is more often broadcast from a church or chapel, but on the first 

Sunday of each month comes from the studio. Sarah was also on the television 

news on both BBC and ITV the previous evening after speaking on behalf of 

Bishop John of Swansea and Brecon at a rally in Cardiff protesting about the 

so-called "bedroom tax", the reduction in housing allowance for claimants with 

unused bedrooms. 

New Anglicah Chaplain
On Friday 4th April the Revd. David Sheen was licensed as the new Anglican 

Chaplain for Cardiff University. The licensing took place at the Chaplaincy at 

Park Place, Cardiff, and was conducted by the Assistant Bishop of Llandaff, 

David Wilbourne. He takes over from Revd Dr 

Trystan Owain Hughes, moving from the 

parish of Pwllgwaun and Llanddewi Rhondda, 

where he was priest-in-charge.  and also 

Warden of Readers for almost four years. He 

looks forward to working with students 

because they are so open and engaging as they 

start out in life. He is also excited about the 

prospect of exploring faith in an academic 

context. Originally from Cardiff, David 

studied physiotherapy at Coventry before 

returning home to Wales. Prior to being in 

ordained ministry he worked as a 

physiotherapist in the NHS.
David Sheen
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Mothering Sunday

The fourth Sunday of Lent is known as Mothering Sunday. There are various 

accounts of how it came to be so known, but it has long been a traditional time 

to think of our Mother the Church, and our own human mothers. There is no 

stronger bond than that between mother and child, and under the guise of 

"Mothers Day" it is a day to send cards and small presents to our mothers, and 

give them a treat. For children it is a time to get excited, for older people a time 

to say thank you, and think of their mothers, maybe visit them, maybe just recall 

happy memories from the past. In the Mothering Sunday service, the children of 

the Sunday School come and join the 

'grown-ups' in the church, and take part 

in the service, by reading the lessons 

and other things. This year everyone, 

adults and children alike, was given a 

'floral bouquet', a small piece of paper 

with a floral heart picture, and was 

asked to think of their mother and write 

a name on it, to say thanks for the gift 

of mothering that each one has re-

ceived. These were then collected up 

by the children, and after being bless-

ed, were hung on the chancel screen 

for all to see. We all owe our very lives 

to our mothers, and for this we must all 

be grateful. 

Funerals

There have been three funerals recently of people connected to our church and 

conducted by our Priest-in-Charge, Revd. Sarah Rowland Jones. On 3rd  March 

in St John's we said farewell to Terry Roberts, one of our regular worshippers. 

This was followed on 13th March by that of Dr. Percy John, one of the longest 

servants of the church, of whom more is written on another page. Then on 19th 

March was the funeral of Bill Witchell. Bill was not currently a regular at St 

John's, as he did not live in Cardiff, but his family have had a long connection 

with the church, and he worshipped here as a boy. His mother is well 

remembered by the long-standing members of the congregation as she was the 

caretaker of the church for many years. The two latter funerals took place in the 

chapel at Thornhill Crematorium, and so do not appear in our church register. 

We offer our prayers and sincere condolences to their families.  

... Parish News

Paper Floral Bouquets 

arrayed on the chancel screen.
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Mission and Worship

Five Marks of Mission

During Lent a study group has been meeting at the vicarage on Wednesday 
evenings to look at “The Five Marks of Mission of the Anglican Communion”. 
The Anglican Communion asserts that “The mission of the church is the 
mission of God”. We are called simply to serve God’s mission by living and 
proclaiming the good news. The topics covered in the five sessions were: 

 To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom;
 To teach, baptise and nurture new believers;
 To respond to human need by loving service;
 To seek to transform the unjust structures of society, to challenge 
violence of every kind and pursue peace and reconciliation;
 To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth. 

Alongside the more general discussion of these topics, supported by video 
clips and study of related bible passages, the group also considered them in 
relation to St John’s and its own mission in the capital city. 

New Weekday Services

St John’s, because of its location, is not a ‘Sundays Only’ church. There has 
always been weekday worship. Revd. Sarah has introduced additional 
worship on weekdays to develop this ministry. The additions and changes 
are experimental, but will be given time to settle to see how they work. 

Each weekday, Monday to Friday at 10 am. there is “Prayer in the City”“Prayer in the City”“Prayer in the City”“Prayer in the City”. This 
comprises the office of Morning Prayer, said in a quiet and contemplative 
way in the small Herbert Chapel. It is a good and calming way to start the 
spiritual day and settle the mind for whatever the hours ahead will hold. 

On Mondays it is followed at 12.45 pm by Word for the CityWord for the CityWord for the CityWord for the City, a short bible-led 
session on topics relevant to the modern age. 

On Tuesdays there are two opportunities for Christian Mindfulness and 
Meditition, with “Lunch Break”“Lunch Break”“Lunch Break”“Lunch Break” at lunchtime (12.45) and “Stress Busting”“Stress Busting”“Stress Busting”“Stress Busting” at 
6.00 pm. Take a break from the busyness of work and use this opportunity 
for meditation with music. 

On Thursdays there is no formal service, but a chaplain is available in the 
church to aid in prayer and counselling between 12.30 and 2.00 pm. 

Middle day on Wednesdays (12.30) and Fridays (12.00) the regular services 
of Said EucharistSaid EucharistSaid EucharistSaid Eucharist continue. And the church is open every weekday from 10 
am. to 3.00 pm to offer a quiet place for private prayer and contemplation. 



Page 11

... Mission and Worship

Accompanying the Five Marks of Mission was this prayer of thought and 
inspiration for work of our church in furthering God’s Kingdom on Earth. 

WorshipWorshipWorshipWorship

It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view. 
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, 
It is even beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a fraction
Of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work. 
Nothing we do is complete, which is a way of saying 
That the kingdom always lies beyond us. 
No statement says all that could be said. 
No prayer fully expresses our faith,
No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness,
No programme accomplishes the church's mission. 
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

This is what we are about.
We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 
We water seeds already planted,
Knowing that they hold future promise.

We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities.

We cannot do everything,
and there is a sense of liberation
in realising that. This enables us to do something, 
and to do it very well. It may be incomplete, 
but it is a beginning, a step along the way,
an opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest. 
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference 
between the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not our own.

Prayer of Oscar Arnulfo Romero, 1917-1980.
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Tower News

There have been two more 10-bell practices since January, both very successful.  

Maybe one day all our own ringers will be experts on 10 bells but until then 

these practices provide very useful experience, thanks to those from other 

towers who join us.

At the most recent of these practices we were joined by a husband and wife from 

Shreveport (La, USA), where a light ring of change-ringing bells was installed 

in 2009.  The wife is a Cardiff girl originally and rang at St John’s in the 1960s 

when she was at school.  Does any long-standing member of St John’s remem-

ber Lindsey Cox?  Our visitors were also able to join a daytime ringing practice 

at Penarth the following day before visiting a friend there.

At the end of March, the Ancient Society of College Youths, the world’s oldest 

ringing society, founded in 1637, held a ringing weekend in South Wales at the 

invitation of some of the ringers at Llandaff.  As part of this a full peal was rung 

at St John’s on March 29th.  Luckily there was just time to fit this in before a 

wedding at 12 noon.  We also have two more weddings to ring for later in the 

year, which must be record.  In the last 6 years we have averaged less than one 

per year!

To keep ourselves entertained we are working our way through some 6-bell 

methods with relevant names.  So far we have rung St John-the-Baptist (for 

ourselves), St David and St Patrick (whose Feast Days were in March), and 

April Day (for April 1st).  The next on the list is May Day.

Bob Hardy

COVER PICTURE  (Photo: Roy Paul)

The photograph on the front cover shows the wedding day of Mark Ley 
and Kate Methuen, outside St John's just after their marriage ceremony 
on 29th March. The newly-weds share a laugh with our Priest-in-Charge, 
Revd. Canon Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones. The moment was captured by 
a passer-by, Mr. Roy Paul, who presented the print to the church less 
than half an hour later. Many thanks to him for this lovely picture. Mark 
and Kate are regulars at the midweek Eucharist services in the church. 
Mark works for Brains Brewers where he met Kate who is now manager 
at Tiger in the St David's Centre. We wish them every happiness in their 
future life together. 
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It was with great sadness that we learned of 

the passing of one of our longest attending 

and most highly valued members of our 

church, Dr. Percy John. Percy had attended 

St John’s for just about all of his life. He 

joined the choir aged seven, becoming a 

tenor when he had grown up, and continued 

to sing for as long as his health allowed. He 

even latterly on occasions would sing from 

his wheelchair. As well as the choir, he was 

into just about every activity in the church, 

a member of the PCC, a regular on the 

parish pilgrimages and a chairman of the 

Friends of the church. He was a person you 

could rely on. Above all he will be remembered for his friendship. Everyone 

around him and all the people of the church were his friends, and he had an 

amazing gift. He had a way of speaking to anyone who came into the church, 

even visitors, and making them feel that they were lifelong friends. 

Cardiff born, he grew up within the parish boundaries together with his brother 

Bill, recently departed and another pillar of our church. After completing his 

National Service he trained as a doctor and became a G.P. in Rhiwbina, where 

he was highly respected. He went on to become Medical Officer of Health for 

Caerphilly, and District Community Physician for the Rhymney Valley. At the 

same time he was an active member of the Order of St John, teaching first aid. 

He was Duty Medical Officer for many of the city’s major events and became a 

Commander of the Order. 

He was a devoted family man, and loved having his children and grandchildren 

around him. He had great fondness for his wife Alwena, also a pillar of our 

church, who showed the greatest care and devotion to him during all the many 

long years of their marriage, and especially during his latter years when he was 

suffering greatly with his health. Even while suffering so much himself, when 

you visited him he would ask after your health. He was that sort of man. 

The passing of the two devoted bothers, Bill and Percy, within a few months of 

each other, is a great loss to the church, to society as a whole, and of course to 

their families. Both were fine upstanding men, devout Christians, who devoted 

their lives to the service of the church, the community and to God. Our 

sympathy goes out to Anne and Alwena, and to both their families. We may pray 

for the souls of the two brothers as they rest in heaven, and give thanks for their 

lives. 

Dr. Percy John
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Parish Share 

Your diocese is planning to make improvements to the Parish Share system - A 

series of 'conversations' are taking place at which we will share more about the 

planned improvements, and we'll be listening to your feedback and ideas. 

Details of the locations and dates of events are given below. To reserve your 

place at any of these events, contact Briony Davies at the Doicese of Llandaff 

01656 868868 or brionydavies@churchinwales.org.uk

Parish Share is hugely significant in the life of 
the diocese because it makes ministry 
possible. It also spreads the cost of ministry 
across all parishes in the diocese, so that 
ability to pay does not affect whether or not 
an area is properly served by the Church. It  
is a pooling of resources to enable the 
mission of the Church to flourish and to 
respond to changing circumstances. The 
current formula for Parish Share in the 
Diocese of Llandaff was introduced in 2002, 
and is based on a rolling three year average 
attendance figure. It is simple and easily 
understood. However, anomalies have been 
identified. No one system can achieve all 
perceptions of "fairness" simultaneously. 
The new system introduces a fixed element 
based on clergy parish posts, reinforcing the 
key link between Parish Share and funding 
ministry. The fixed element would be applied 
at the rates: Stipendiary Cleric £10,000; Curate 
£5,000; NSM £2,500. The remainder of the 
calculation would be based on 3 year average 
attendees as currently, but a formula would be 
introduced to try to even out large swings. 
Additionally, two funds would be set up to 
support the change: Exceptional Hardship 
fund and Growth fund. Parishes which would 
pay less under the new system should 
contribute part of their first year "gain" 
towards the hardship fund. The new System 
would be phased in over 4 years. 
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P C C Report 

Report of PCC  Meeting 6th April

The PCC met after the morning service on Sunday 6th April. The sub-

stantive business of the meeting was the approval of faculty applications and a 

resolution on Fairtrade. The two faculty applications were for repair work to the 

church, identified in the Quinquennial Inspection, and deemed to require the 

approval of the Diocesan Advisory Committee. The Resolution on Fairtrade was 

at the request of the Archbishop, as the part of the Governing Body attempt to 

make the Church in Wales the first 'Fairtrade Province' in the Anglican Com-

munion. To achieve this status 70% of parishes have to commit themselves to 

use Fairtrade products, and to the promotion of their use.

There was also a discussion of the parish's charitable giving, in particular 

the idea, previously suggested but never implemented, that a percentage (possi-

bly 5%) of the parish's annual income should be allocated to it. The feeling was 

that more work needed to be done on the figures and more thought given before 

any resolution was actually passed. 

Church Wardens, Officers and PCC Members. 

The Easter Vestry, these days called the Annual General Meeting, which 

will be on the 27tth April, is the occasion when the church wardens, officers and 

PCC members are appointed or elected for the year. The Church in Wales 

constitution sets a limit on how long a warden or officer can hold a post. This 

helps both the church and the person, ensuring that fresh ideas are brought to 

each office, and that no-one gets trapped for life in a post. This year the time has 

come for some changes. 

The Treasurer Mr. Stephen Dutfield wishes to stand down for personal 

reasons, and the vicar’s warden Mr. Richard Hall has expired his permitted term 

of office. Mr Hall has offered to take up the post of Treasurer, while Mr Stogdon 

is able to continue as warden and will be proposed as vicar’s warden. This 

leaves a vacancy for the people’s warden. 

We hope that through prayer the right person will be found to fill the gap. 

It is for the congregation to choose and appoint the people’s warden, so please 

think on this, that someone will be proposed and be willing to stand. We also 

ask for people, including new people, to put themselves forward as PCC 

members, We thank all the present officers and PCC members for the work that 

they have done in their times of appointment. 
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EASTER IN ST John’s Church

The daffodils are swaying,

another sign of rebirth

for it's Easter time and there's 

a splendid look to the earth.

But for a while I'll forget Easter eggs 

and how to spend my holiday,

step into fine old St John's church,

sit on a pew and pray.

Remembering Jesus and Calvary,

the greatest sacrifice ever made

and let him know he's not forgotten

feeling spiritually refreshed after I've prayed.

I love the silence of the church,

a million miles from city crowds

hoping the angels will visit me

from far beyond the clouds.

GUY FLETCHER

Poetry Spot
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HOLY MATRIMONY

This couple made their vows and were joined before God at St John’s.
   On Saturday 29th March, 2014, Kate Ann Methuen & Mark William Ley

May God’s Blessing be on their union. 

DEPARTURE

The funeral took place at St John’s of a departed brother in Christ
 On Tuesday 3rd March 2014,   William Terence Roberts

May he rest in peace and rise in glory

HOLY BAPTISM

We welcome into Christ’s family a child of God who received Holy 
Baptism at St John’s. 
 On Sunday 23rd February 2014,    Amelia Grace Button

May God’s Grace rest on her and her family

Mr. Brian Gardiner, one of our regular congregation who is an artist, is having 

a solo exhibition at the Inkspot Gallery on Newport Rd., which is in the Old 

Church at the junction with Clifton Street. The exhibition, which is called 

“Hanging Gardens and Other Landscapes,” includes drawings and paintings of 

Town, Country, and Coast. It openings Sat. 31st May until 13th June.

Art Exhibition

One of Mr 

Brian Gardiner’s

 Gardenscape  pictures.

From the Registers
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Sundays
St John’s

 10.00 am Sung Eucharist
 10.00 am Sunday School
   6.00 pm Evensong

Other services as on notices.

Weekdays

Daily (Monday - Friday)  10.00am
                    Prayer in the City 

Monday       12.45pm 
                        Word for  the City
Tuesday      12.45pm Lunchbreak
                    6.00 pm  Stress Buster
Wednesday 12.30pm Holy Eucharist
Thursday     12.30pm - 2.00pm 
                         Chaplain on duty.
Friday          12.00pm Holy Eucharist
 

Times of Services

St John’s church is open daily on weekdays for visitors and private prayer. 

The Tea sPOT tea room operates Monday - Saturday 10.00am to 3.00pm.

Website: www.cardiffstjohncityparish.org.uk

Around the Parish

Parish Office 
at St John’s Church. 
(029) 2039 5231

Priest-in-Charge 
    Revd. Canon 
Dr. Sarah Rowland Jones, LVO, OBE
    16 Queen Anne Square, 
    Cardiff, CF10 3ED 
    (029) 2022 0136

Church Wardens
   Richard Hall         (029) 2075 3302
   Robert Stogdon   (029) 2055 1980

P C C Secretary
    Evan Chapman

P C C Treasurer
    Stephen Dutfield

St John’s

Recorder / Coordinator
   Philip Thomas
Verger
   Evan Chapman
Organist
   Philip Thomas
Choir Director 
   Vanessa Hall
Tower Captain
   Bob Hardy
Sunday School 
   Norma Thomas

St James
Sub Wardens
   Iris Salmon      (029) 2049 2068
   Jane Creed     (029) 2025 3606
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(All events are at St John’s Church if not otherwise stated.)

Diary Dates

April

Sun 20th EASTER DAY Festal Eucharist 10.00am 

Service of Lessons and Carols for Easter  6.00pm

Sun 27th First Sunday after Easter (Easter 2) Low Sunday 

ST MARK - Thanksgiving for Holy Baptism

Easter Vestry (AGM) follows morning service.

May

Thu 1st  SS PHILIP AND JAMES

Sun 4th Second Sunday after Easter (Easter 3)

Tue 6th Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm

Fri 9th  Organ Concert Robin Baggs 1.15pm

Sun 11th Third Sunday after Easter (Easter 4)

Wed 14th ST MATTHIAS

Sun 18th Fourth Sunday after Easter (Easter 5) - Rogation Sunday

(Attendance at morning service by the Worshipful Company 

of Glass Sellers)

Sun 25th Fifth Sunday after Easter (Easter 6)

Thu 29th ASCENSION DAY

June

Sun 1st   Sunday after Ascension (Easter 7)

Tue 3rd Tuesday Fellowship 2.00pm

Sat 7th  Worshipful Livery Company Installation Service 5.00pm

Sun 8th PENTECOST  (WHIT SUNDAY)  

Wed 11th ST BARNABAS

Fri 13th Organ Concert Huw Tregelles Williams 1.15pm

Sun 15th TRINITY SUNDAY (First after Pentecost)  
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Events at St John’s, Cardiff.

 Vanessa Hall

Choir Director

Marjorie Cox

Assistant Organist

Wendy Batey

Chorister

Some of our team members

FOR TIMES OF SERVICES AND PARISH DIRECTORY SEE PAGE 18

2014 Lunchtime Organ Concerts

`HERITAGE IN ACTION'
A continuing series of concerts featuring the magnificent sounds of the 
recently restored organ built in 1894 by `Father' Henry Willis & Sons.

 

Friday 9th May 

ROBIN BAGGS - Broadwell, Oxon

Friday 13th June

HUW TREGELLES WILLIAMS - Swansea

Friday 11th July 

RICHARD HOBSON - Grosvenor Chapel Mayfair

All concerts start at 1.15pm and last 30mins. Entry to these Lunchtime Organ 
Concerts is FREE  There will be a retiring collection to help support the series.

TUESDAYS AT ST JOHN’S
Introducing Christian Mindfulness & Meditation

at 12.45-1.15pm, Lunch Break

and at 6.00-6.30pm, Stress Busting
Come along at lunchtime or after work to these half-hours of teaching and guided 
practice in stillness and awareness of our thoughts, feelings and inner sensations


