
 

CIMA 2014 Program Schedule 

May 14-16, 2014 

Plaza Hotel and Event Center 

Carson City, NV 

Wednesday, May 14 

7:30am-4:00pm Registration Table Open 

9:00am-5:00pm DAS Workshop: “Appraisal of Electronic Records” 

Description: Increasingly, archival records are created in electronic formats. As a result, archives 

of all types need to be responsible for the preservation of electronic records. After a review of 

the fundamental principles of archival appraisal and appraisal policies, you’ll be introduced to 

the unique issues that need to be addressed when appraising electronic records. Case studies 

will highlight the practical aspects of appraisal when dealing with electronic records. 

Instructor: Mark Myers, Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives 

9:00am-5:00pm Pre-Conference Workshop: “Caring for Your Treasures: Books, Documents, 

Manuscripts, and Works of Art on Paper”                                                                                        

Description: Books, documents, manuscripts, and works of art on paper such as prints, 

drawings, and watercolors are inherently fragile but can be easily and effectively protected 

from damage. In this one day workshop, we will discuss important preservation issues: proper 

care and handling, storage, limiting light exposure, controlling temperature and relative 

humidity, and disaster preparedness. Whether you are a new professional or a novice collector, 

this workshop will enlighten and empower you to “care for your treasures.” 

Instructor: Michael Frazier, Book and Paper Conservator, University of Nevada, Las Vegas   

9:00am-11:30am Tour of Special Collections, University of Nevada, Reno 

3pm-5pm Tour of Nevada State Archives and Nevada History Museum 

Thursday, May 15 

7:30am-4:00pm Registration Table Open 

8:00am-9:30am Welcome and Plenary Speaker Ron James 



9:30am-10:00am Break  

10:00am-11:15am  

 Session 1: "Hosting a Library of Congress Field School: Concept Through Completion" 

Every year the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress partners with a local 

educational institution to sponsor an intensive field school on ethnographic documentation. 

The partnering institution selects a topic germane to the community and institution collecting 

policy and benefits from extensive field work on the topic, including oral histories, images, field 

notes and more. Field school participants garner extensive skills (topic research, interviewing, 

photography, field note preparation, technology know how and archiving best practices), as 

well as gaining academic credit. At this session we will share our experiences planning an 

upcoming field school (USU) and hosting two successful field schools (BYU). The importance of 

fieldwork with underserved or underrepresented populations/topics in an archive and how this 

initial foray into the community yields other archival materials and contacts will also be 

discussed. 

Chair: Brad Cole, Utah State University 

Speakers: Kristi Young, Brigham Young University 

           Randy Williams, Utah State University 

Session 2: “Are Digital Exhibits ‘Serious’ Scholarship?” 

In the academic world digital exhibits are typically not considered to be the equivalent of a 

museum exhibit or a peer reviewed journal article. Yet digital exhibits can take an enormous 

amount of time, involve original research and writing, and engage users in innovative and 

exciting ways. A problem arises, however, when tenure-track faculty put in some “serious” time 

and energy into digital exhibits, but then these exhibits are not considered “serious” 

scholarship for promotion and tenure. This panel will consist of five archivists who have a range 

of experience with digital exhibits and are at different stages of their careers. The intended 

audience includes archivists who are in the tenure-track and/or extended term process and 

archival administrators who make decisions about tenure and/or extended term. The panel 

includes: a graduate student; someone in the middle of the tenure process; someone who 

already has tenure; and two administrators. We will explore four questions in regards to digital 

exhibits: 1. Can a digital exhibit rise to the level of (so-called) real scholarship? 2. If yes, then 

what are the quantifying characteristics? 3. Who would authenticate a digital exhibit as real 

scholarship? 4. Finally, if yes then how do we convince skeptical tenure and promotion 

committees? 

Chair: Daniel Davis, Utah State University Special Collections 

Speakers: Trevor Alvord, Brigham Young University Special Collections 



     Russ Taylor, Brigham Young University Special Collections 

                  David Bolingbroke, Utah State University Special Collections 

                  Peter Michel, University of Nevada Las Vegas Special Collections 

Session 3: "Nevada's Connecting to Collections Study" 

In 2005 ʺA Public Trust at Risk: The Heritage Health Index Report on the State of America’s 

Collections (HHI),ʺ a project of Heritage Preservation and IMLS, revealed that our collections of 

objects, documents, and digital material are not only essential to America’s cultural health, but 

are imperiled and in need of swift protective action. The Nevada State Library and Archives 

(NSLA) received a grant from the Institute IMLS to survey the needs of Nevada’s cultural 

institutions as part of its Connecting to Collections initiative to make grants available to states 

that have strategic plans. Nevada’s recent economic recession affected the state’s cultural 

institutions greatly, including staff layoffs, reduced hours, and operating budgets. As Nevada 

reaches its 150th anniversary of statehood, it is time to plan for the future of its past.  

Chair and Speaker: Jeffrey M. Kintop, Nevada State Library and Archives 

 11:30am-1:00pm Lunch on your own 

1:00pm-2:15pm 

 Session 4: "Demystifying Publishing: Tips and Tricks to Getting Published" 

This session is intended to help archivists understand the publishing process and give them 

practical tips and advice on how to successfully get published. It will feature presentations from 

a journal director as well as archivists who have been successfully published. This session is 

intended for practicing archivists interested in publishing. 

Chair: Cory Nimer, Brigham Young University 

Speakers: Gordon Daines, Brigham Young University 

     Randy Williams, Utah State University 

     Walter Jones, University of Utah 

Session 5: "How to Deal with the Published Maps in Your Collection" 

This program is aimed at archivists and other special collections staff who have published maps 

as opposed to manuscript maps as part of their collections but do not have much expertise in 

map librarianship. The program includes information on kinds of maps, the basic parts of a map 

including those found mainly on pre-19th century maps, how to store and preserve maps, why 

they should be cataloged, how cataloging rare maps differs from cataloging current maps, why 

maps should be classified with a standard classification system, how Library of Congress call 

numbers can be used to locate certain kinds of maps for certain geographical areas, and how to 



date a map. Information will also be provided on how to do map exhibits and map digitization 

projects and how the information in bibliographic records for maps can be used in metadata for 

map digitization projects. UNLV’s map digitization project will be shown as an example and 

some online historical map collections will be discussed that patrons can be referred to and 

that may be useful in finding more information on maps in a library or museum’s collection. 

Examples will be provided of how various archival collections organize and store their maps. 

Discussion will be included on the ethical and cataloging issues of acquiring sheets that have 

been removed from atlases. 

Chair and Speaker: Katherine L. Rankin, University of Nevada, Las Vegas Libraries 

Session 6: “Pawn Star Experts: A Discussion of History and Popular Culture"  

With a focus on artifacts and collectible items, this fun panel session will feature experts from 

the television show “Pawn Stars." Audience questions will guide the discussion, but topics may 

include working with private collectors, item appraisals, educating the public, and balancing a 

day job with increased visibility on the History Channel’s top rated show.    

Chair: Michael Frazier, UNLV Special Collections 

Speakers: Rebecca Romney, Bauman Rare Books, Las Vegas 

      Mark Hall-Patton, Clark County Museum System 

2:15pm-2:45pm Break with Vendors 

 2:45pm-4:00pm 

 Session 7: “Making Life Easier for Our Archives Users via CONTENTdm” 

The Special Collections Department at the University of Nevada, Reno has utilized CONTENTdm 

in a number of different ways in order to meet the needs and expectations of its users. This 

session will highlight a number of ways the staff has used the program in order to enhance 

access to its photograph collections, including utilizing a linked shopping cart for orders, its 

historical maps, unique audio recordings, and its Book Arts book collection, among others. 

Chair: Jacque Sundstrand, University of Nevada, Reno Special Collections 

Speakers: Glee Willis, University of Nevada, Reno Special Collections 

     Jessica Maddox, University of Nevada, Reno Special Collections 

Session 8: "Acquiring Globally, Preserving Locally: Collection Development Strategies for 

Libraries, Archives, and Special Collections" 

This session will explore how institutions are meeting the technological, legal and practical 

challenges in collection development. Whether responding to the rapid expansion of online-

only, platform-limited publications or attempting to acquire records in a different language a 



continent away, the future is full of fresh possibilities for the intrepid archivist or librarian. 

Examples of successful development strategies include developing workflows and technology, 

while continuing more traditional acquiring strategies. There is a need to think globally while 

maintaining unique institutional identities and serving local communities. Current collection 

development strategies convey that no one voice takes priority over others. The stories of 

geeks and punks, rappers and country music singers, and other collections that describe 

marginalized or mainstream social networks need to be preserved. Archivists, librarians, and 

other interested parties are shaping the ways that tomorrow’s generations will remember 

today. 

Chair: Trevor Alvord, Brigham Young University 

Speakers:  Grace Stephenson, LDS Church History Department 

      Gregory Seppi, LDS Church History Department 

Session 9: "An Overview of Archives Space"  

ArchivesSpace is an open source archives information management application for managing 

and providing web access to archives, manuscripts and digital objects. This session will provide 

an overview of ArchivesSpace and time will be allotted for questions from the audience. 

Chair: Brad Westbrook, Lyrasis 

6:00pm-8:00pm Reception at Nevada State Railroad Museum 

Friday, May 16  

7:30am-4:00pm Registration Table and Vendors Room Open 

8:00am-9:00am Breakfast with Vendors 

9:00am-10:00am New CIMA Council Members Training 

10:00am-11:15am  

Session 10: "A Road Trip Down the Digital Highway" 

In a world of increasing access demands, digitization has become a top priority for many 

repositories. At the Church History Library, the last year has been spent defining and refining 

digitization processes to provide access to patrons and long term preservation for digital 

collections. In this presentation, experiences and observations are shared regarding developing 

workflow, ranging from copyright issues to digital storage, donor digitization to patron 

requests. Sharing a story of successes and failures will help others on their own journey along 

the digital highway. The intended audience are those who are staff members or members of 

special and academic libraries who have interest in digitizing and providing access to their 

collections online. 



Chair: Michelle Sayers, LDS Church History Library  

Speakers: Anya Bybee, LDS Church History Library 

     Jason Loscher, LDS Church History Library 

Session 11: "Mining Your University Archives for IR Riches: A Collaboration" 

The University Archives has become an integral part of an academic institution by fulfilling its 

role as the repository for the school’s rich history. It has met the challenges of a changing 

environment at many points, most recently with the addition of born-digital materials into its 

collections. However, the introduction and growth of institutional repositories (IR) on college 

campuses has provided a new opportunity for university archives to collaborate with another 

unit in the academic library. This session will first explore how IRs and University Archives have 

collaborated in the past. Next, it will focus on the collaborative efforts taking place at the 

University of Nevada Las Vegas, Utah State University, and Northern Arizona University. The IR's 

usefulness as an infrastructure to preserve and provide access to archival materials will be 

discussed. Lastly, the session will focus on the future direction of collaboration at these three 

institutions and how the lessons learned there impact other regional university archives.    

Chair: Cory Nimer, Brigham Young University 

Speakers: Tom Sommer, University of Nevada, Las Vegas Special Collections 

     Clint Pumphrey, Utah State University Special Collections and Archives 

     Todd Welch, Northern Arizona University Special Collections and Archives 

11:30am-1:15pm CIMA Business Luncheon in State Legislative Building 

 1:30 pm-2:45pm 

Session 12: "Man Bites Dog: Promoting Archives in the Media" 

Advocacy and outreach are becoming an increasingly important part of the archival profession. 

One way to advocate is to discuss archival work and historical collections with print and 

television media. How do we best explain what we do so that others can understand our 

responsibilities? How can we advocate for the historical collections we hold? The speakers will 

discuss outreach and promotion and ways to make collections better known. They will explain 

the value of having the general public, potential donors, and even bosses see us in the media. 

Should this form of advocacy be considered part of the profession? Learn about successes (and 

disappointments) with how the media has depicted archival work and collections. This session 

will present ideas on how to build relationships with the media and strategies to make 

collections better known. It is intended for archivists looking for ways to promote their 

collections and what to expect in dealing with the media. 

Chair: Russ Taylor, Brigham Young University Russ_taylor@byu.edu 



Speakers: Maurita Baldock, University of Arizona, Special Collections 

     Trevor Alvord, Brigham Young University 

     Daniel Davis, Merrill-Cazier Library, Utah State University 

     Tanya DeAngelis, Sundance Institute 

Session 13: “Grandpa Did What?  Researching Inmate Files at the Nevada State Archives” 

Our ancestors are often hiding in plain sight. Stigma attached to individuals incarcerated in 

state or federal penal institutions can prevent some family historians from discovering what 

might be a wealth of information. Confusing state and federal statutes and regulations 

regarding access to personal information often stymies researchers. This additional barrier 

requires the expertise of archivists to decipher. Additionally, archivists can guide research into 

the prison conditions at that time to gain a better understanding of life behind bars. 

Chair: Cynthia Laframboise, Nevada State Library and Archives 

Speakers: Sena M. Loyd, Carson City Nevada Public Library 

3:00pm-4:00pm  

Grand Finale/Closing Session: "All That Jazz: Lessons From an Oral History Project"  

The Oral History Research Center at the UNLV Libraries conducted a small but powerful oral 

history project called "All That Jazz" seven years ago. Since the research center houses 

interview sessions with Frank Sinatra, Debbie Reynolds, Sammy Davis and other world 

renowned performers, there was a desire to capture stories of great musicians who played in 

bands and orchestras behind those billboard faces. Frank Leone, Gus Mancusco, Ron Textor, 

and Ken Hanlon were among those entertainers whose stories helped to recreate the Las Vegas 

Golden Era. Stories from this project allowed the Strip to come alive with memories of Las 

Vegas development, the elegant Copa Room, hotel implosions, and MOB activities. Two of 

these classically trained performers who lived this history and participated in the "All That Jazz" 

oral history project will share their stories and answer questions about the heyday of Las Vegas 

live music. 

Chair: Claytee White, Oral History Research Center at UNLV Libraries 

Speakers: Frank Leone, President of the Musicians' Union     

                  Ken Hanlon, University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Music Department 

4:15pm-5:30pm Walking Tour of Downtown Carson City 

Saturday, May 17 

9:00am-2:00pm Tour of Virginia City 


