
The Arizona Trip
Taylor Truman

“We have to pack our bags for the Arizona trip today!” said my mom and dad.  

I said, “fine.”  

I started packing my bags for the Arizona Trip.  I had to pack two bags for the Arizona Trip in one day 
and then my mom and dad told me that... Sydney is coming with Big Tay and their parents to the 
Arizona Trip with us (Big Tay stands for Taylor.  She is Sydney's sister)!  

“Mom, can I go to Sydney's house to talk with her about the Arizona Trip,” I said.  

“Yes Honey,” said my mom.  

“YES!” I yelled.  

We were talking about what car we are going in and how much FUN we were going to have.  We 
decided what car we are going in.  It was my car (If you think that I mean my car you are confused 
because I mean my mom and dad's car).  The next day we went to the airport.  I was kind of scared 
because it was my first ever airplane ride so I was kind of scared and kind of exhausted!  We go in the 
airplane, then five hours later we got off the airplane.  Then we rented a new car in Arizona.  We went 
to the house and unpacked our bags and then we went by the mountains and then went to the restaurant. 
We looked at Bell Mountain and other mountains.  There was tons of them...  



Great Wolf Lodge
Jake Yetzke

Once the Ostergren family and my family went on vacation together.  We went to Great Wolf Lodge. 
On our way we watched movies and stopped at three gas stations.  Then we stopped at Big Boy for 
lunch.  I had two pancakes.  Finally, we got there!

First, we waited and took pictures.  When we came in, we went to our room.  Our room was a bear 
room and our room number was 150... AND IT WAS BIGGER THAN MY ROOM ITSELF!!!  First 
we watched a little television which was Cartoon Network while we got our swimming suits on.  Then 
we walked down the hallway and into... THE WATER PARK!

First we went in the kiddie pool and swam for about two minutes and fifty-five seconds.  Then we 
found the lazy river.  The lazy river is where you lay down in an inner tube and relax.  Then after I went 
around the lazy river just once I found the lily pads.  You have to walk across without falling in.  Then I 
saw the snake.  It was so long fifteen men could fit on it!  Then I saw the water basketball court.  My 
record of hoops was 100 hoops in one quarter of a day.

Then we went back to our room and had a snack of carrots and grapes.  After that we went down to the 
cub club and played checkers. That night we borrowed a game from the cub club called a Roll-It Tic 
Tac Toe.  Then we had story time.  There was a bear, a beaver, an owl, a turtle, a moose, and a squirrel 
that sang.  After that, we read Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus.  Then we had pizza, breadsticks, and 
noodles for dinner.  It was delicious!  Then we went to bed and I had to sleep with my brother who 
sleeps in his underwear only.  Then finally I had a very deep sleep.  

THE END.



When I Went to the Doctor!
By Grant Sitzema

I went to the doctor.  I had Scarlet Fever.  They weighed me and I was 68.5 pounds.  I had some more 
body tests and then the doctor had to listen to my heart.  It went Boom, Boom all around my body and 
the stethoscope was very cold.  She told me to take a deep breath.  She looked at my body and there 
was a rash all over.  It was red and spotted, and it was cool.  Then I put my shirt down.  I said, 
“FINALLY.”  Then I left and we went home.  I got McDonald's for lunch!

The End



My Very Funny Sleep Over!
By Carson Price

Today it was my birthday party!  We went to a hockey game, but I'm writing about the sleepover.  First, 
we played Guitar Hero!  Grant, Drew, Brendan, and Carson were there!  We were going crazy!!!!!!! 
On the way downstairs, Grant shoved me down the stairs and I slid on my feet.

So when we went to bed, Brendan fell asleep in like a minute!  It was amazing!  So, I smacked him... 
he didn't wake up!!!!  He must be a hard sleeper!!!  

So, it was like three hours more and I said, “Let's put my underwear on Brendan's face.”  

It was so funny!  I was cracking up so much I was about to explode!  After that Carson kept screaming! 

So I said, “Stop screaming or you're going to wake Brendan up or my parents.”  

So, then I checked the time and it was... 2:00 AM!!!!

Then, my dad came in and said, “It's time for bed because it's 2:00 AM.  So, then we went to bed!  

The End



Uno Beat!
By Amanda Kress

Last night I beat my mom in Uno seven times and I am the champion in Uno now!  That is amazing!  I 
even beat my dad.

It was unusual that I also beat my sister Brianna in Uno fourteen times!  It was amazing that I beat her.

I even beat my sister Tessa in Uno too.  So, that means I'm the champion in Uno.  Then, I beat Tessa 20 
times! YEAH!!!

Then I tried to play my dog in Uno.  It was awkward that Coltin won because my sister helped him play 
Uno, and I had bad cards in my hand.  Then, I played Coltin again... This time I won!



Madagascar 2
By Nick Adams

Once, I watched Madagascar Escape 2 Africa with my two brothers and my dad.  My dad was snoring 
though with his mouth open and his boxers on.  My mom was snoring with her mouth open and she 
was grinning too and it sounded like egrhefaegfas.

When we were watching it, we saw the old grandma.  The penguins were stealing! 

At the end, we saw the lions run into the old grandma.  They gave the old grandma's bag to the bad guy. 
The grandma saw it and spanked the bad guys, but did it saying “Bad Kitties!”

My favorite part was when the little guy almost got swallowed by the huge shark!

Then it was time for bed and I said goodnight to everybody and went to bed.



I'm Getting My Hair Cut!
By Kelsey Gelder

Chapter 1:  About Me

Hi, my name is Kelsey.  One time I got my hair cut.  I felt really scared.  My mom wanted me to get my 
hair cut short.  Guess what... my neighbor has a hair salon.  She calls it The Cut n' Hut.  It's connected 
to her house.  Then, I had to go to my neighbor's house.  “Ding Dong!”  Then she answered the door.  
“Hi,” I said.  
“Hi,” she said, “come on in!”

Chapter 2:  School

“Have a seat,” she said.  
“Thanks!” I said back.  
Then she put a black cape on me and a white thing around my neck.  “How is school going?” she said.  
“Great,” I shouted, “I love, love, love, love school!  I wanted to go to summer school!” I said.  “Except 
I want to go to home school too.”  
“Cool!” she said.  “How is school going for you Jessica?” she said.  Jessica is my sister.  
“Good,” Jessica said.  
“Why just good?” she asked.  
“I don't know.  I just don't like school,” Jessica said slowly.  
“Oh,” she said.
Anyways, guess what... I have Carlos, Anna, Nick, Victoria, Gabe, Arianna, Tessa, Amanda, Taylor, 
Carson, Grant, Mason, Max, Alexis, Emma, Lauren, Josh, Emily Bretton, Jake and Jason in my class,” 
I said.
“Wow!” she said, “That is a lot!”
“Guess what, in my class we have teams.  They are called the Tigers, USA, Titans, Lions, and Patriots.”
“Cool!” she said.  

Chapter 3:  How I Want My Hair Cut

“How do you want your hair cut?” she asked.
“My mom and I want to get my hair cut short,” I said. 
“Awesome,” she said.
Then she grabbed the scissors and started to cut.  “WOOOOO!!!!” I shouted.

Chapter 4:  My Hair Got Done

Then my hair was done.  She twisted me backwards and gave me a mirror.  
“I love my haircut,” I said, “I want my hair to be like this forever!”  
Then I went home.  I really, really loved my new haircut!



When it was My Brother's Birthday
By Bretton Baxter Jahnke

On February 1st, it was my brother Jackson's birthday.  He is two years old now.  Then we sang “Happy 
Birthday” to Jackson.  We had a grand time.  Then I got Jackson's birthday present.  I knew what it was, 
but he didn't know. 

Then... we had cake!  It was so good!  I couldn't stand it, because it was so good!

Then we went to my grandma's house.  She spoils me A LOT!!!  When we got there we watched The 
Super Bowl.  Arizona and the Steelers played NFL football!

Then it was 8:30 and we went home because my dad had to get ready for work, and my bedtime was an 
hour away.  It was already my brother's bedtime!

When we got home, my brother went to bed and my dad go ready for work.  My mom and I watched 
TV.  Then we went to bed.  



The Apple Farm
By Emily Dunham

Today was a very sunny, beautiful day.  When I woke up, my whole entire family was outside at the 
apple farm.  I got my coat on and went outside to the apple farm.  I picked up a basket.  Then I got on 
the ladder.  I picked the shiniest apple on that tree.  

When I filled my basket, I went to the cider house.  Then I put the apples in the other basket and the 
machine moved.  Then I put the apple juice in the bottles and sold them to the store.  When they were 
at the store, I went in my house and went to bed.  Well, first I read a book with the lights off. 
Goodnight!

The next day, we had apple cider and waffles.  I went outside and jumped rope at my friend's house. 
She asked if I could sleep over.  I said, “YES!”  

I got my things and set all of it up.  Then we went to bed again, silently, sound asleep.



When I Stole Kelsey's Candy at Church
By Tessa Doornbos

On Sunday, March 22, I went to church.  I went to my folder and it has candy.  Each week we different 
candy and that week I got a Kit Kat.  So, I opened it and I ate it in the middle of church.  Then, it was 
time to go to Kid Zone.  I got hungry and I did not see Kelsey.  So... I looked in Kelsey's folder and she 
had two Kit Kat's, so I stole them!

So, I ripped them open and I cracked them in half.  I ate one of them and then I ate the other half.  Then 
I ripped the other wrapper and I cracked it in half and then I ate one of them and then I ate the other 
one.  I finally went into Kid Zone.

ps.  Kid Zone is boring.



Halftime
By Mason Slattery

One day, I went to the high school and at half time, my brother got to play on the court!  He had to stay 
with his team though during the game. Then it was half time.  A kid named Spencer had it every time, 
but he scored.  

Then they scored.

Then halftime was done.

Then I got hungry.  So, Tanner got two Gobstoppers.  One for me and one for himself, but I didn't want 
Gobstoppers, so I snapped at him for ever and ever.

I got over it and we left after that.  The Eagles won the game!  Then we went home. 



Getting Ready for My Dad's Race
By Max Troyer

One day, on a Saturday night, my dad and I woke up and we got ready for my dad's race at the 
DeltaPlex.  We packed his helmet, his car and his suit.  

We rolled my dad's car into his trailer then I... heard a noise... It's footsteps.  “Klik, Klik, Klik.”

Oh, it's just mom and everyone else.  

Then, Dad and I packed all of his stuff quickly in his truck before Mom opened the door.  Then we 
were gone as a flash.  

The End



The Last Gumball
By Arianna Hoeks

On January 8th, Mason got the last gumball.  The color was white.  Everyone was shouting and 
screaming and said, “YA!!!” 

All kinds of people were asking “Mr. Bowen, Mr. Bowen! When do we go to the computer lab?”  
He said, “Probably today.”
I said, “What games can we play?”
“We are going to decide it over here on the carpet,” said Mr. Bowen.
I said again, “I mean where do we put the name of the games so we remember.”
“On the white board,” said Mr. B.

Then after we were done, Mr. Bowen said for us to line up.  So, we lined up and headed out the door. 
Then we got to the computer lab.  I got the front seat.  So did Emily and Emma.  They are my best 
friends.  Mr. B. said for us to go on typing on the links tab.  Then he said, “After 30 minutes you may 
go on anything you want that is school appropriate.”  

After typing, I went on Webkinz.  I played games and other fun stuff.  Then, Mr. Bowen said, “Line 
up!”  So, we lined up.  We stacked and packed when we got to our class and did a clean team after 
Daily News.  Then, we lined up for the buses.

The End



Going to Hotel for Dogs
By Lauren Sherwin

I went to the mall with my step dad, David, to go see Hotel For Dog's and we got our tickets.  I was 
waiting for the popcorn and Mountain Dew. Then I said, “David, there's Mall Cop.  Mom wanted to go 
see that.”

Then, I said, “There's section 10 and we went in and then I said, “That was Great!”

Then we got home and I watched Mean Girls.  Then my dog came to me and we snuggled with him.  I 
took a nap and then I woke up.  It was time for dinner and I had pot roast.  It was delicious!  Then I 
went to bed and got ready to go to school.  I had a good day!



Stories of the Sleepover
By Victoria Walter

Chapter 1:  Made-Up Game

We got some dresses on.  I had a beautiful green one and Sydney had a pretty pink, sparkling bottom, 
and black top on too.  We made beautiful hats for a long time...  Finally we finished our hats.  I tried 
mine on and it was... perfect!!!

It was made-up-game time.  Josh was an alien prince.  Suddenly, I stopped playing and so did Sydney 
and Josh.  We were all hungry!

Chapter 2:  Beads and Popcorn

We went downstairs and made Josh some... POPCORN!  Sydney and I were still hungry.  Josh sat 
happily eating his popcorn!  So, to pass the time we did... BEADS!  Then I heard, “Pop, pop, pop, 
pop.”  It was... POPCORN!  So, we did... Beads and Popcorn!  After we finished, we got massages and 
painted are fingers and... toes!  My mom made us... strawberry smoothies.  Mmmmmm good!  We put 
plastic bags on our feet.  Could this night get any better?

Chapter 3:  Frozen Underwear

It was almost dark out, so we got our pj's on.  We did arts and crafts in my room for Mother's Day.  I 
made a doll for my mom.  I made a doll for my mom.  Sydney made one too for her mom.  Then, 
“flick,” the lights went... OUT!
“Hey,” I said, “Do you want to freeze our... underwear?”  But I only have one pair of underwear!
So, we went downstairs and put them in the... freezer!  We did not know our other underwear was... 
outside!  My mom called us up.  It was just like magic.  She knew we were down there so we went 
upstairs.  We closed our eyes and went to sleep.  

Chapter 4:  Breakfast in Bed

When I opened my eyes, Sydney was still... asleep!  So I started saying, “Sydney, wake up.  Come on 
sleepy head, wake up!”  Finally she... woke up!  
She asked me, “Want to have breakfast in bed?”
I said, “NO.”
“PLEASE!” she begged.
“Fine,” I said.  
So we went downstairs to ask my mom.  She said... “YES.”
We got fudge Pop-Tarts and juice boxes. This was to good to be true... breakfast in bed.  Awesome!  I 
loved my mom that morning and last night.  Then we played some more of the... made-up game!
“DING DONG!”  Oh no! It was Sydney's mom, Christie.  We got her packed up.  I almost cried I was 
so sad.  I didn't want her to leave, but I said good-bye anyway.  I was very sad. 

I was alone again with my boring brother.



Can't Wait To Be 8!
By Annalee Rosekopf

When I was at my grandma and grandpa's, I saw a 8 candle in my grandma's cupboard.  I said to 
myself, “oooow.”

So, I asked Grandma what it was for.  She said it was for my birthday, but it was so far away!  It was 2 
years away!

I just couldn't wait, but my birthday is in August and it was January.  I was furious!

I can't wait two years.  If it wasn't right there, I wouldn't have thought about it!  Then it was time to go. 

When I got home, I got in bed and dreamed about it being my birthday.



When I got my Hair Cut
By Alexis Crawford

One day, it was Saturday and I got... my haircut!  It was at my house.  

My mom and I went upstairs and mom forgot the scissors!  So, I had to go back downstairs and get the 
scissors.  Then, I had to go back upstairs and give my mom the scissors.  My mom had to get me up on 
the counter.

When my mom was cutting my hair on the left side, I kept moving.  It took a long time to cut the rest of 
my hair.  When my mom cuts it off, she puts t in the toilet or the sink.  

When my mom is done, she... brushes my hair.  Then, she let's me see my hair.  I said, “Thank you!” to 
my mom.  She said, “You're Welcome.”

The End.



The Dance Class Afternoon
By Carlos Fabbro

Today was dance class.  I went with my mom and my sister.  I always play with Noah during Bella's 
class.  We play with are pencil toppers.  It is fun.

Then we went to Mr. Burger.  Usually, me and Bella play together.  I ate a cheeseburger.  It was so 
good... especially the frosty.  I had to eat it at home.  It was good.  My sister had a hot dog.  She gets it 
everytime.  

Then I went to get my teeth brushed.  I used the Spiderman kind.  It is blue.  Then I went to bed.  It's 
comfy, plus I sleep with my teddy.  



Reader's Theater
By Emma Snowdon

One day in Mr. Bowen's class, we had a Reader's Theater at school.  A Reader's Theater is a puppet 
show.  I love puppet shows.  Puppet shows are fun. 

Amanda asked if she could go to the bathroom, but Mr. B. said, “Wait until after the show.”

I felt so excited that I had to go to the bathroom bad. Lexi said, “Are you okay?”

I said, “Yes, but I have to go to the bathroom!”

A couple of minutes later, I heard some people come in.  I felt more excited.  Then more people came 
in.  Then soon, all the people were in the classroom for the show.  They looked excited.  Mr. B. said, 
“Hi!”  I wasn't feeling good at all.  I got really excited again so I had to go to the bathroom again.  It 
didn't feel good at all.  My cheeks turned red.  I was dancing like I had ants in my pants.  That wasn't 
exciting.

Lexi said, “Do you have to go to the bathroom again?” 

“YES!” I said.  

Then it was my turn to talk and I said, “Well I don't remember, but I had a good time.  I remembered a 
couple of lines, but they  weren't my lines.  They were my friend's lines.  

THE END



Grand Rapids Griffins
By Josh Mulder

Once upon a time, there was a family that was moving and they were going to a Grand Rapids Griffins 
game.  The game was the Griffins versus Americans.  So, we got in the car and packed our bags.  I 
brought a DS.  I was playing Batman, the video game.  I was Mr. Freeze and I froze people.  Then, we 
picked up Jackson because he was coming with us.  

I gave him the DS and he was good at it.  We were there... at Van Andel Arena where the Griffins play 
hockey!  I was really excited because we were walking on a bridge.  I love looking down so, I looked 
down.  Wow, I could see everything! Then we were there... Van... Andel... Arena!!!  The Grand Rapids 
Griffins home ice. 

So, we payed our tickets and went through the twisty thing-a-ma-jigy.  We walked and walked and 
walked... finally we found our seats.  After we found our seats, we started walking to the concessions 
stand and walked back.  When we got back to our seats, we sat down next to my friend Jackson and 
Ben.  Then the Griffins and Americans were introduced!  The game started!

They were off... heading for the goalie and they... missed!  The goalie caught the puck in his hand.  So, 
they started again... this time they scored!!!!  The score was now 1-1 because the Americans scored.  It 
was half time so I ate some popcorn and cotton candy. The most funny thing happened!  There were 
three animals coming.  There was a whale, a cat, and a lizard coming and then music came on and they 
danced.  Then... the music stopped and they started banging their head on the wall, except the lizard 
started banging his head on the ice!?!?!?!

Then the music started again.  They ran to the middle of the ice and started dancing again, but... the 
lizard ripped his shirt off and then they left and the cat crashed in the wall and then went out  

Then the Grand Rapids Griffins were at it again.  The score was 3-2 Griffins.  I just thought of this 
crazy thing.  In scores, it went in a pattern.  Griffins, Americans, Griffins...  Oh no!  The score changed 
3-3.  So then the second period was over. 

Then the funniest thing of the game happened because a clam came walking out onto a mat and once 
again the music started, and once again they danced.  A worker came to roll up the mat and the clam ate 
him hole!?!?!  Then he spit his shoes out, then his pants, then his shirt and then his socks and then... the 
man in his underwear!!!  Everybody started cracking up!  The man that came out of the clam ran off the 
ice.  Then the clam crashed into the wall and went out and the game began again.  

I was amazed with what was just about to happen because the American's goalie was nowhere to be 
seen!  They came, they shot, they hit the post and it flung back toward them.  The goalie caught the 
puck in the air when it came off the post, and cover was up.  There was a face off.  The puck dropped 
and the Griffins were at it again.  The score changed from the last ten minutes and it was 7-4 with the 
Griffins winning.  There was just about five minutes left in the third period and there was an open net 
goal.  The crowd went nuts and jumped like crazy people.  The score at this point was 8-4 Griffins!!!

There was only 3 minutes, 51 seconds left in the game and the game was almost over.  All they had to 
do was hold them up so they would not score.  They held the other team, but I had to go with two 
minutes left.  



Grand Rapids Griffins (Page2)
By Josh Mulder  

So we went down the stairs, and I said, “Wait a minute, where's Jackson?”  We ran back up and we 
found him so we had to walk down the stairs again.  We walked and walked and walked and finally got 
to the car.  The radio said that the score of the game was 9-4 Griffins.  

So, we got in the car and buckled up and took off down the ramp and out the gate.  We drove down the 
road, and got out the DS.  We went to the store to by Cat Woman.  She was 300 dollars!  It was time for 
Jackson to go home.  We said  goodbye to him. 

After Jackson was gone, I grabbed the DS and was Mr. Freeze.  He freezes people.  

THE END



The Walk: A Story of Faith
By Chris Bowen

The final semester of my college experience was challenging, yet rewarding.  I had worked hard to be 
the best teacher I could be.  I spent long hours correcting papers and writing lessons while preparing 
my resumé in preparation for the upcoming job search.  Although the weight of this baggage was 
heavy, I was given relief because it was Spring Break.  The common trend in America is to head 
someplace warm where you can soak up the sun and forget about your worries, but my idea of rest and 
relaxation is heading to a place of solitude and space.  I had planned a “man's weekend” with my dad in 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan at our log cabin where the food was fattening, the conversations were 
real, and the idea of taking a shower was optional.  

The steady flow of 40 degree temperatures indicated to my father and me the winter snow was about to 
be permanently gone for another eight months.  In order to take advantage of the climbing 
temperatures, I chose to venture on a hike along the Albany Creek, a small, winding body of water 
whose sound brings peace to me like a warm cup of hot chocolate on a cold winter night.  As I entered 
the trail, I noticed a deer path well traveled which had relatively fresh tracks.  The search for the tracks 
source was about to begin.  

The path along the creek offered challenges in the form of three foot snow drifts and muddy slopes. 
Crossing the creek to follow the path of deer tracks proved difficult as well since the only means to 
cross the creek were narrow, slippery tree trunks that had fallen.  Carefully, I took one step on to the 
trunk of the tree to test its strength and sturdiness.  After deciding it was worth a try, I carefully crossed 
the creek without a hitch and continued on my journey.  As I followed the tracks of the deer, I began 
noticing the number of tracks reducing with every step, until... there was only one set left.  I had a 
choice to make:  turn back and find where the majority of the tracks led to, or continue on and follow 
the single set in hopes to find their maker.  I chose to continue on.  I felt as though I should have a 
camera crew following me because I was convinced God had put me on some sort of show likely seen 
on the Outdoor Network.  

The cool breeze of Spring air was a welcoming surprise, for by this time, I was working up quite a 
sweat.  The deer had taken me on a journey I had not expected to take.  With the beauty of God's 
creation being enough to please me, I had never expected to see what I encountered next.  The long, 
and challenging hike of nearly five miles had displayed its pot of gold as if I were at the end of a 
rainbow.  There, in a pocket of dry ground under a conifer, lay a beautiful doe, who being upwind from 
me, never smelled or heard my footsteps to a point of being scared.  She never looked at me on that 
cool, April afternoon, but her beauty and the wonder of my surroundings reminded me how amazing 
my creator can be.   She had taken me on a journey that God had planned from the start.  Although the 
journey was long and difficult, I was reminded of His guiding hand on my life.      


