
CSU Chico Floriculture Contest 
Thank you for participating in the CSU Chico Floriculture Contest! Here is a few reminders as you prepare for the 

upcoming event. Please review these with your students that will be participating, so that we don’t need to address 

any concerns on the day of the contest. Our goal is to offer a valuable practice contest for students to prepare for the 

state finals in May. We hope that this is a rigorous career development event that is fair and helps to improve your 

students’ abilities. The contest will be taking place in the Ag Dept of Chico High School, which is just a few blocks 

from the Ag Dept building on the main campus of CSU Chico. Please park in the parking lot on W. Sacramento near 

the Agriculture classrooms. We hope that every student can grow and learn from their experience here! 

PREPARING FOR THE CONTEST: 

☐ Bring tools for each student: florist knife, shears, scissors, wire cutters, and glue. 

 DO NOT FORGET COLD GLUE for the corsage construction. If a student does not have cold 

glue of their own, they will be unable to complete the corsage construction portion and will 

forfeit the points for that activity. 

☐ Make sure that you have your ID knowledge mastered! Remember at state finals only the top 

24 teams scoring on ID and one class of judging will be eligible to complete the contest. We 

hope to follow this format next year in 2018. 

☐ Be prepared to study for reasons on two classes. You should have blank paper available to take 

notes and study before going in to give your oral reasons on the judging classes. If students 

use their notes in delivering their reasons, rather than reciting without assistance, the score 

will be docked the according 10% from the ‘bearing and address’ portion of the scorecard.  

☐ For the design portions, there will be 10 minutes to collect your materials before the time limit 

is started. Practice your timing to include your bow construction and attachment techniques 

for the wristlet corsage. If you need assistance in preparing glued corsages, check out JTV or J 

Schwanke or other designers on YouTube: click here or here or here for good quick videos.  

A vertical line design is scored differently than the vase design – be sure you know your 

placements and proper use of flowers. Again, there are many great examples online, check this 

one out for inspiration: Vertical Line Design and this one is about AIFD membership, but the 

designs that they discuss are both great examples: AIFD.  

☐ Review your judging materials and terminology. This should be used in your evaluation 

placement and your oral reasons. Proper floriculture evaluation is based on the Phi Alpha Xi 

(horticulture honor society) judging manual, which is used by the Cal Poly, SLO Floral Quality 

Evaluation team at state finals in May. Their webpage: PAX or ASHS has their contact 

information. Be sure to review the corresponding judging information for the proper class 

(roses have their own information, all foliage plants have similar information, etc.).  

☐ Double check that you have the official FFA uniform clean and ready to go! Don’t let the 

exciting day stress you out – it will be a good day!  

 

Sincerely,  

Christine Henderson, AIFD 

CSU Chico, College of Agriculture 

559 967 0117  

cnhenderson@csuchico.edu 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oh7ptdV_vr8#t=323.9998924
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFVDfwcm1I0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=92BrPh2eJWg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JpXDspcFHbU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T62nhFKV4bE
PAX
https://ashs.site-ym.com/

