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Timeless Truth:  Complete your walk – finish faithful.  
 
Teacher’s Background Notes 
 King Solomon was known for two things:  wisdom and the construction of 
Israel’s first temple.  This lesson plan offers two options from the wisdom of Solomon 
that can be used separately or together.  The book of Proverbs is one of the most practical 
books of the Bible and is a great place for a newcomer of Bible study to begin because he 
or she can immediately begin to apply them in one’s everyday life.   
 Solomon took the throne of his father at about age 20.  David had subdued the 
enemies of Israel so the nation enjoyed peace and prosperity under Solomon’s leadership.  
His supplication to the LORD for wisdom was greatly answered and, under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, God saw to it that many of his wise proverbs were 
preserved for us.   
 Wisdom literature is a unique genre and therefore must be interpreted with that in 
mind.  Some people have taken the principles of the proverbs as promises and been 
disappointed in God when the “promise” is broken.  We can help our students learn to 
study them properly and apply them correctly by teaching them some basic study skills.  
This lesson seeks to help you help others do just that.   
 The book must be understood in its historical context.  It is directed toward 
individual people of Israel who were living under the covenant of the Law.  Many of the 
Proverbs speak of material prosperity for obedience toward the LORD or for doing the 
right thing toward one’s neighbor.  These principles were largely based upon the 
blessings and cursings of Deuteronomy 28 that pertained specifically to Israel in the 
Promised Land.  Nevertheless, these are trans-covenantal truths because they are 
generally true of all people for all ages.  There are cultural elements in the proverbs that 
seem foreign or confusing at first, or perhaps even problematic, i.e. the punishment of 
children with “the rod.”    
 The book teaches believers how to apply truth to one’s life in the light of 
experience.  It is observational truth in a broad sense that seeks to make the reader 
successful and skillful in living.  But this success is always tied back to life in the LORD.  
In fact, many proverbs make clear that it is better to maintain integrity in the LORD than 
success in the world.  So in that regard, proverbs can sometimes seem contradictory.  
 As Solomon’s life demonstrates, wisdom is only useful when it is lived out.  
Sadly, he was faithful for most of his life but failed to heed the basic truth of the proverb, 
“the fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,” toward the end of his life.  The 
wisdom of the proverbs can help us to “finish faithful.”   
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Lesson Plan 1: The Wisdom of the Proverbs 
At Forth Slocum, New York, Private Solomon of Brooklyn was being questioned by 

the sergeant. The top sergeant asked: “Private Solomon, what’s your first name?” 

“Solomon,” replied Solomon.  

“Oh, a wise guy,” barked the sergeant, “What’s your middle name?” 

“Solomon,” replied Solomon.  

“Say, listen, wise guy … ” the sergeant was exploding. The rookie was dead serious 
about it all. His full name was Solomon Solomon Solomon. He should have been a wise 
guy indeed—with three times the wisdom of Solomon.  

We know that a name does not make one wise.  Perhaps we will not be 3x wiser than 
Solomon, but we can certainly glean his wisdom by studying the Proverbs that Solomon 
wrote and God preserved as Scripture.   
 

I. The Purpose of the Proverbs 
A. Theme: The theme of the book of Proverbs is Prov. 1:7 and 9:10, “The fear of 

the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.”   
What is the “fear of the LORD?” 
1. Reverential awe that requires a personal knowledge and relationship with 

Him 
2. Outward evidence of an inward faith 

a. Life of obedience 
b. Confession and shunning of sin 
c. A teachable spirit to grow toward spiritual maturity that manifests 

itself in pragmatic ways 

B. Structure: The book of Proverbs is an anthology of proverbial sayings that 
are loosely organized into sections and 31 chapters.  Many have noted that the 
31 chapters lend themselves nicely to a chapter-a-day monthly study.  The 
majority of these are attributed to King Solomon, the wisest man who ever 
lived.  His wisdom came as a divine gift from the LORD. 

C. Audience: The primary audience of the Proverbs is the people (individuals) of 
Israel as shown by the emphasis on the fear of YHWH, the personal name of 
God.  The proverbs must be interpreted in light of the historical context during 
the era of their composition.  Israel was living under the covenant of the Law 
which carried with it material blessings for obedience and physical 
consequences for disobedience (Deut. 28).  But the principles in the Proverbs 
are timeless and generally true for all because they always tie the reader back 
to the LORD and the morality that grows out of a right relationship with Him. 

D. Purpose: The purpose of the Proverbs is spelled out in Prov. 1:2-4, 6, or p. 
146 of The Story.  They are for attaining wisdom and instruction; 
understanding and insight; for acquiring a disciplined and prudent life; gaining 
prudence for the naïve youth.  These focus on helping people to live wisely 
and skillfully.  Proverbs were used by parents and teachers in Israel to impart 
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wise living to the next generation in a way that was memorable.  The goal of 
parents today should be the same. 

E. Wisdom: Several synonyms for wisdom are used in the book, but the most 
common Hebrew word for wisdom is hokmah.  It is used in other places to 
refer to the skill and experience of a craftsman, sailor, singer, or administrator.  
They were considered skillful and therefore “wise.”   

F. Foolishness: By contrast, those who reject the wisdom of the Proverbs 
become like the “fool” or the “wicked man”   whose characteristics and 
consequences are also laid out. 
 

II. Principles of Interpretation 
A. Beware of the mistaken assumption that the proverbs are unconditional 

promises.  They are not.   
1. Proverbial wisdom is based on observation and practical principles, not 

promises. 
2. They are, by definition, worded to be memorable—they were used as 

teaching devices—rather than to be technically correct.   

B. They employ cultural experiences and figures of speech that may seem 
confusing or strange to the contemporary reader.  But with a little work and 
guidance, we can properly understand the truth that the writer wanted to 
communicate.  For example, wisdom is often personified as a woman.   

C. Be alert and sensitive to wisdom themes and terminology; there are many 
contrasts that help to make the practical point; i.e. the fool vs. the wise man 
(the fool rejects the LORD and is self-centered while a wise man responds 
obediently to the will of God)  

D. Similar to the Psalms, the parallelisms help us understand the meanings.   
 

III. Practicing Personal Wisdom of the Proverbs 
A. At this point, you may want to explore various proverbs listed on pages 146-

150 and their practical application for skillful living.   
B. Although single proverbs provide wisdom to readers, pooling the many 

proverbs that center on a single theme or two give us a fuller picture of a topic 
to guide our daily living.  When we do this, we find out just how much God 
has to say about everyday matters.   

C. One example (that can be used as a lesson or study in its own right or as 
an example of how to study the Proverbs) follows.  It includes some 
references from Ecclesiastes since it too is wisdom literature from Solomon:   
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Lesson Plan 2: A Topical Study of the Proverbs on Generosity 
I. Am I generous? 

Being generous in the Bible is not only giving of material goods to the poor.  It 
includes respecting other people so that you treat everyone fairly, especially those 
who could easily be taken advantage of.  Generosity is an appropriate heart 
response toward YHWH.  The generous person realizes he is a steward of God’s 
provision. 

A. What causes a person to be generous? 
1. Fear the LORD and do not put your trust in yourself. (Pr. 3:7, 22:4) 
2. Wisdom leads to generosity and kindness toward the needy. (Pr. 31:20) 
3. Appreciation for God’s provision leads to contentment. (Pr. 13:25; Ecc. 

6:7-9) 
4. Empathy and compassion for a friend stir up generosity. (Ecc.4:9-10) 
5. People who realize that godly wisdom is more important than material 

possessions will be charitable. (Ecc. 7:12, 14:24) 

B. How do generous people behave? 
6. Generous people honor YHWH with their money. (Pr. 3:9) 
7. Fair lending practices to the poor are considered as unto the Lord. (Pr. 

19:17). 
8. Enjoy the spouse you have or are waiting for. (i.e. They do not dishonor 

someone else’s future spouse.  Pr. 5:19) 
9. Generous people work hard to support themselves.  (Pr. 12:11, 28:19) 
10. Prudent people use their resources wisely. (Pr. 27:23-27) 
11. Kindhearted people employ fair business practices. (Pr. 11:26) 
12. Charitable people act in the moment of need.  (Pr. 3:28) 
13. They provide food and necessities to the needy. (Pr. 22:9) 
14. He will protect the rights of the poor. (Pr. 29:7, 31:9) 
15. He encourages, comforts and protects his friend. (Ecc. 4:9-10) 

C. Are there any benefits to being generous in this lifetime? 
16. A generous person achieves personal honor.  (Pr. 11:16) 
17. Being gracious to the poor brings personal satisfaction.  (Pr. 14:21) 
18. The one who helps the needy develops a reputation for being righteous 

and fair. (Pr. 3:3-4) 
19. A giving person will not lack what he needs. (Pr. 3:9-10, 28:27) 
20. People are more likely to be kind toward those who are already kind to 

others. (Pr. 11:25) 
21. Holding material things loosely reduces anxiety.  (Ecc. 5:12) 
22. He enjoys the fruits of his labor (Ecc. 5:18-20). 

D. Are there Divine benefits for the unsparing? 
23. A generous person honors God.  (Pr. 14:31) 
24. God will faithfully reward those who are fair to the poor. (Pr. 19:17) 
25. God blesses the righteous. (Pr. 3:33) 
26. God looks with favor upon those who are kind. (Pr. 3:3-4, 12:2) 
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II. Am I greedy? 
The Bible does not condemn the wealthy for being wealthy.  Many great Bible 
characters had great wealth including Job, Solomon and Abraham.  Greed is more 
than holding tightly what one has.  Greed is often pictured as using illegal or 
dishonest means to acquire wealth or it is oppressing others—especially the 
vulnerable--so that the poor cannot improve their condition. 

A. What causes someone to be greedy? 
1. Someone who is discontent with what he has will always feel like he 

needs more. (Pr. 13:25, 22:16, 27:20, 30:15-16) 
2. The one who forgets that God created every person in His image will 

oppress the poor. (Pr. 14:31, 22:2) 
3. Need becomes greed. (Pr. 30:7-9) 
4. Pride and arrogance distort one’s view of those “beneath” him. (Pr. 30:11-

14, 18:23) 
5. Lazy people who could work take from others but produce nothing. (i.e. 

take resources that could go to the poor who cannot work; (Pr. 14:23, 
20:13, 6:6-11) 

6. Money and wealth enhance one’s social standing.  (Pr. 14:20) 

B. How do greedy people behave? 
1. Greedy people cheat others for lawless gain. (Pr. 20:23) 
2. Wicked people have no regard for those they hurt for their personal gain. 

(Ecc. 5:8-9) 
3. Selfish people pretend to be generous to get favors. (Pr. 23:6-8, 22:16) 
4. Greed can result in adultery and sexual immorality. (Pr. 6:24-29, 5:10) 
5. Ravenous people price gouge. (Pr. 11:26) 
6. Stingy people postpone help in hopes the need will go away. (Pr. 3:27-28) 
7. Covetous people accept bribes to act unjustly. (Pr. 28:21) 

C. What happens to greedy people in this life? 
1. People who are driven to acquire more stuff often end up alone. (Ecc. 4:7-

8) 
2. Covetous people do not enjoy their wealth because they worry about 

losing it.  (Ecc. 5:10-12) 
3. Greedy people never experience satisfaction and joy from their work (Ecc. 

5:13-17, 6:1-7). 
4. Selfish people are hated by those around them. (Pr. 11:26) 
5. Foolish people squander their money on frivolous things. (Pr. 21:17) 

D. Are there Divine consequences for greedy people? 
1. It is sin to have no regard for the needy. (Pr. 14:21) 
2. God will condemn those who conspire to act evilly. (Pr. 12:2) 
3. The one who has disdain for the poor really is showing hate for God. (Pr. 

14:31) 
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Learning Activity:  Gaining Wisdom by Studying the Proverbs Topically 
 
This activity is designed to help students learn to use the Proverbs for growth in godly 
living.  Give groups of students a topic and a corresponding collection of relevant 
Proverbs to look up.  This can be done as a group or as individuals.  From a 
comprehensive study, then allow them to share the conclusions that they learned from 
their personal study.  By providing topics and the Proverb scriptures, students are set up 
for success as they learn to study the Bible for themselves.  Here are a few options.   
 

Being Wise in 
Marriage 

 
Prov. 5:18 
12:4 
19:14 
30:23-24 
31:10-11, 23, 28 
6:34 
2:12, 16 
5:3-20 
6:24  
Song of Solomon 
2:7-3:5 
4:16-5:1 
5:10-16 
 

Being Wise as 
Parents 

 
Prov. 17:6 
Ecc. 6:3 
Prov. 14:26 
20:7 
31:28 
1:8 
4:1, 3-9 
22:6 
13:24 
29:15, 17 
13:22 

 The Wisdom of a 
Controlled Temper 

 
Prov. 24:17-18 
11:4 
25:23 
14:35, 17, 29 
6:34-35 
22:24-25 
29:22 
30:32-33 
19:19, 11 
15:1, 18 
29:8 

Being Wise About 
Work 

 
Prov.  10:4-5 
19:15 
20:4 
6:6-11 
21:17 
27:24, 18 
25:16 
30:10 
31:10-31 
14:35 
12:24 

 
 
Other Topic Ideas 
 

• Contentment 
• Encouragement vs. Slander 
• Friendships 
• Diligence vs. Laziness 
• Purity 
• Criticism 
• The Company We Keep 
• Pride vs. Humility 
• Integrity 

 
 


