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Timeless Truth:  The LORD accepts according to the heart. 
 
Teacher’s Background Notes  
 In the ancient Near East, the people did not consider a king fully established until 
he was securely dwelling in a palace.  Therefore, after years of God “dwelling” in a 
tabernacle, King David thought it was inappropriate for him to live in a palace while 
God’s presence dwelt in a tent.  Kings were thought of as representatives or governors on 
behalf of their gods, and indeed Israel’s king was to be just that.  Unlike King Saul, King 
David realized that he was second-in-command to YHWH.   
 This chapter in The Story emphasizes the Davidic covenant, the promise by which 
the Lord revealed His gracious choice of a human ruler.  God’s original plan called for 
man to rule over the creation (Gen. 1:26-28).  Now He would choose to reign over 
mankind through David first and later through David’s “son” Jesus.  God’s promises 
from Abraham, through the patriarchs, and now to David included a land, a nation and 
now a dynasty of rulers.  In spite of barrenness, sin, bad choices, and life circumstances, 
God in his sovereignty superintended the people, places and events that led to David.  
The same can be said about the continuation of David’s line as it climaxed with the birth 
of Jesus Christ. 
 God’s choice of David was by grace alone.  The covenant He made with David 
was by grace alone.  This covenant promised David a “son” who would also be God’s 
son (p. 129).  This son would build the temple that David wanted to build.  Clearly that 
son was Solomon.  However, his right to rule—his throne—would be everlasting.  This 
could not be Solomon, but would be David’s son Jesus (Lu. 1:32-33).  This is an example 
of prophetic Scripture that has both a near fulfillment and a distant fulfillment.   
 This covenant is unconditional and everlasting.  David did nothing to deserve it, 
and it was not conditioned upon any response or action on his part.  God alone is 
responsible for bringing to fruition the fulfillment of His word.  It is, however, crucial to 
the understanding of Israel’s Messianic expectations when Jesus appeared on the scene.  
Israel expected a King and they expected their kingdom be returned to that King.  Their 
expectations were founded upon the many prophetic descriptions of the coming Son of 
David.     
 The following lesson is heavily weighted in prophetic Scripture. You might not 
use it all, but it is worth exploring!  Do not shy away from prophetic Scripture—it is 25% 
of the Bible!  Seeing God make promises that are fulfilled hundreds or thousands of years 
later gives believers assurance of His sovereignty and plan.  Jesus did not just claim to be 
the son of David and Son of God.  He had the credentials to prove it! There is a second 
lesson plan option, the game of Story Jeopardy, explained below. 
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Lesson Plan 1: David’s Royal Dynasty 
 In the hit film What Women Want, advertising executive Nick Marshall, played by 
Mel Gibson, is accidentally electrocuted leaving him with the new ability to “hear” what 
other people are thinking.  He soon discovers that people appear on the outside very 
different than they are on the inside.  He uses his new skill to manipulate the women in 
his life including his daughter, his new boss and various love interests.  In the end, he 
realizes his own metric system for choosing women is seriously flawed.  Spoiler alert:  
He falls in love with the woman’s heart that he never would have taken the time to 
appreciate had he not had “the gift.”   

 Similar to our Nick character, God also knows what is in the heart of each of us.  
But it is not by accident!  His metric system is not flawed; it is perfect.  And it was the 
heart of young David that led God to choose him to be Israel’s king. 
 

I. Looking For a King 
A. The idea of a king was not a new one for Israel.  Adam and Eve had been 

made in God’s image and as His representatives were to “rule” over the 
creation. (Gen. 1:26-28).  Kings had been prophesied and therefore anticipated 
since God spoke to Abraham approximately 1000 years before David’s rule. 
1. Abraham had been promised that from “you will come nations, and kings 

will come forth from you” (Gen. 17:6). 
2. God said of Sarah, “I will bless her…and she shall be a mother of nations; 

kings of peoples will come from her.”  (Gen. 17:16) 
3. The promise was passed on to Abraham’s grandson Jacob, “Kings shall 

come forth from you.”  (Gen. 35:11) 
4. Of Jacob’s 12 sons, Judah was given the explicit promise that a ruler 

would come from his line, “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor 
the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall 
be the obedience of the peoples.”  (Gen. 49:10) 

B. Moses anticipated a coming king for Israel who would rule Israel under the 
authority of God, gave specific requirements to Israel’s future kings (Deut. 
17:14-20).  Their kings were to: 
1. Write for himself a copy of the Law 
2. Read it daily so that he may fear the LORD and live righteously 
3. Avoid accumulating horses, wealth and wives 

 
II. King David:  King of Israel 

A. King David was the anticipated king.  Remember Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz in 
chapter 9?  They were from Bethlehem, of the tribe of Judah (p. 99), and baby 
Obed was the grandfather of David!   

B. He was chosen because of his heart (p. 117).  This man after God’s own heart 
would do all of God’s will (Acts 13:22). 
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C. The Covenant—God made a special and very important promise to King 
David.  Unlike King Saul, King David would have a dynasty (p. 129).  It 
would include: 
1. A “House:”  an undying family line 
2. A Throne:  royal authority  
3. A Kingdom:  a people  

D. This is a good example of an Old Testament passage in which some elements 
find fulfillment in the immediate future, while other elements will be fulfilled 
in the more distant future.   
1. Solomon would be the son who would build a house (temple) for God, but 

his throne would not last forever.   
2. But another Son’s throne will last forever

E. David understood that this covenant looked toward a uniquely divine King.  
We know this because David wrote about Him in several of his psalms!   

! 

F. Did you notice David’s deeply reverent response of humble worship? (p. 129-
130)  He grasped the gracious act of God on his behalf and responded 
appropriately.  We should follow David’s example of worship when we grasp 
God’s grace. 

 
III. King Jesus:  King of Kings 

A. The “Anointed One:”   Prophecies of the Messiah King 
1. Jesus is referred to as the “son of David” 16 times in the gospels, 9 times 

in Matthew.  Clearly, this title points back to the promise God made to 
David of a coming “son.” 

2. Jesus’ birth and life was connected to the promise to David.  The 
Prophets looked for the coming King who would follow David.  No 
prophet wrote more about the coming Messiah than Isaiah.  His ministry 
was from about 740-680 BC, some 250 years after David and 700 years 
before Jesus.  In fact, Isaiah has sometimes been called the “fifth gospel” 
because it focuses so much on the coming Messiah! 

 
Prophesies of the Coming King Fulfilled by Jesus the King of Kings 

The Lord will give a sign of the Messiah.   
• “Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you 

a sign:  Behold, a virgin will be with the 
child and bear a son, and she will call His 
name Immanuel.”  (Isa. 7:14). 

 

Jesus was born of a virgin. 
• And Mary said to the angel, “How can this 

be, since I am a virgin?”  (Lu. 1:34) 
• An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph, 

son of David, and said, “And she will be a 
Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for 
it is He who will save His people from 
their sins.”  (Matt. 1:20-21) 

• And all this took place that what was 
spoken by the LORD through the prohet 
might be fulfilled, ‘Behold, a virgin shall 
be with child, and shall bear a son, and 
they shall call His name Immanuel,” 
which means “God with us.”  (Matt. 1:24) 
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He will come from the line of David. 
• Isa. 11:1-5 “Then a shoot will spring from 

the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his 
roots will bear fruit.  And the Spirit of the 
LORD will rest on Him…” 

 

Jesus was descended from David and therefore has 
a claim as the Anointed One, the Christ. 

• Matt. 1:1 “the genealogy of Jesus Christ, 
the son of David, the son of Abraham.”   

• Joseph, son of David (Matt. 1:20) 

He would be a uniquely godly king but similar to 
David. 

• For a child will be born to us, a son will be 
given to us; and the government will rest on 
His shoulders; and His name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor; Mighty God; eternal 
Father, Prince of Peace.   There will be no 
end to the increase of His government or of 
peace, on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, to establish it and uphold it with 
justice and righteousness from then on and 
forevermore. (Isa. 9:6-7) 

• 5 things about this Messiah:  He would be a 
son, he will be given to “us” Israel,  he will 
be a righteous king, He will be somehow 
God, He will be also a man from David 

Jesus was that child. 
• To Mary, the angel said, “He will be great, 

and will be called the Son of the Most 
High and the Lord God will give Him the 
throne of His father David; and He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever; and 
His kingdom will have no end.” (Lu. 1:32-
33) 

• And to Mary, “the holy offspring will be 
called the Son of God.”  (Lu. 1:35) 

• The angels said to the shepherds, “for 
today in the city of David there has been 
born for you a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.  And this will be a sign for you:  you 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths, and 
lying in a manger.”  (Lu. 1:11-12) 

He would come from the city of David, Bethlehem 
• “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, too 

little to be among the clans of Judah, From 
you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in 
Israel.  His goings forth are from long ago, 
from the days of eternity.” (Micah 5:2)  
Micah was a contemporary of Isaiah. 

Jesus fulfilled this prophecy exactly. (Matt. 2:1-6)  
When the magi were looking for the King of the 
Jews, the scribes went right to this scripture to tell 
them where He would be born.  

• “And they said to him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea, for so it has been written by the 
prophet, ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the 
leaders of Judah; for out of you shall come 
forth a Ruler, who will shepherd My 
people Israel.”  (Matt. 2:6) 

• Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea 
(Matt. 2:1) 

• “Joseph went up to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was 
of the house and family of David.”  (Lu. 
2:4) 

 

B. Jesus’ purpose was connected back to God’s promise to David.  Paul spoke 
to the men of Israel after the crucifixion and resurrection, “And after He had 
removed him [Saul], He raised up David to be their king, concerning whom He 
also testified and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My 
heart, who will do all My will.’ From the offspring of this man, according to 
promise God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus.”  (Acts 13:22-23)   
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IV. Applications and Implications 
A. I am encouraged and my faith strengthened to know that God provides 

prophetic fulfillment to assure me that He is true and sovereign.   
B. God provided a prophetic roadmap leading straight from David to Jesus.  

Jesus is unmistakably the promised Messiah, my king. 
C. God fulfills His promises. 
D. Mary and Joseph are biblical examples of walking by faith and not by sight.  

We can emulate their faith today. 
E. Angels serve as God’s messengers and are really cool! 
F. I can be awed by the sovereign and carefully crafted genealogy of David and 

Jesus.  Wow!  What an awesome God!  There are no surprises to Him. 
G. Because Jesus fulfilled so many prophesies, I can rest knowing for certain that 

He is who He says He is—my Savior and King. 
H. A King rules His way.  He is not an elected president.  I should submit to His 

rule over my life now. 
I. Israel refused to believe that Jesus was their King.  I will learn from their 

mistake, submit to Jesus’ rule in my life, and trust in His salvation alone. 
J. I can trust the supernatural inspiration of the Holy Scriptures because only 

God could fulfill such prophecies so many years later.  Therefore, the 
Scriptures have authority over me. 

K. Even the grandest of kings like David rightly bows in humble worship when 
he encounters the extravagant grace of God.  Have I really bowed my heart in 
prayer and worship lately? 

 
Learning Activity:  Worship His Majesty 
 
After God made the covenant with David, he went in and worshiped before the LORD in 
prayer.  Our appropriate response to the majesty of Jesus should be the same.  Spend a 
few minutes in prayer, then sing together Majesty.  Various artists have recordings 
available or you might recruit ahead of time a skilled voice to lead your class a cappella.   
 
Learning Activity: Story Jeopardy 
Materials needed: 

PowerPoints and Host Instructions and Answers 
• Adult_SS_Ch11_Jeopardy_Host.doc 
• Adult_SS_Ch11_Jeopardy.ppt 
• Adult_SS_Ch11_Double_Jeopardy.ppt 

Use this review activity for the first eleven chapters of The Story as either a Learning 
Activity after the Chapter 11 lesson (it takes approximately 30 minutes), or as an 
additional lesson on a week when the church is not teaching The Story, such as during 
advent season. This game could also be played at a class social outside of the regular 
meeting time. Refer to the instructions and the PowerPoints for Jeopardy and Double 
Jeopardy provided. 
 


