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Timeless Truth:  The Call vs. The Culture – An Eternal Problem 
 
Teacher’s Background Notes 
 The book of Judges was probably written during the monarchy, perhaps by Samuel, 
to show the Israel how tragic life can be when God’s people refuse to acknowledge His 
sovereignty and instead everyone does “what is right in his own eyes.”  When Joshua died, 
God did not appoint another man to succeed him as the military leader of the nation.  
Instead each tribe was to proceed to conquer and occupy their allotted territory.   

Judges were not a new office to Israel.  Moses had established judges in every 
Israelite town who were to hear civil disputes and assure justice for the people (Deut. 
16:18).  God endowed judges with certain qualities that identified them as leaders to His 
people.  Sometimes they were military commanders in their respective regions.  The 
judges that we studied in chapter eight of The Story were divinely noted as military 
leaders who were raised up by God to rescue Israel from their enemies.  It was absolutely 
essential that the Canaanite inhabitants be eradicated from the Land to protect the 
spiritual fidelity of Israel.  God had made that abundantly clear to His people through 
both Moses and Joshua.  After all, God had redeemed Israel from the world and redeemed 
them for holiness.  

 Unfortunately, many of these pagan peoples remained the Land because Israel 
had not fully obeyed God’s command to remove them.  God graciously called this people 
to covenant relationship with Himself.  This relationship is priceless and when the 
recipients of grace spurn the Giver of grace, He is rightfully angry.  The believer cannot 
serve Him and other gods.  When Israel embraced their enemies, God sovereignly 
allowed their enemies to dominate them.   
 Israel’s covenantal disobedience had disastrous results.  The nation who was 
chosen to bear God’s image became the spitting image of Canaanites.  The nation that 
God wanted to use to reach the Gentiles was instead reached by the Gentiles. They slowly 
became indistinguishable from their neighbors.  What was the difference between 
Canaanites and Israelites?  The Israelites had God’s revelation—they should have known 
better. 
 The book of Judges does not record the ministries of all the judges.  But the 
divinely inspired selection of twelve does reveal a downward trajectory of disobedience 
even among the leaders, let alone the populace.  Nevertheless, we are stunned to find 
bargaining Barak, gutless Gideon, self-indulging Samson and injudicious Jephthah listed 
in the “Hall of Faith” in Heb. 11:32-34.  Their lives illustrate the great theological truth 
that the work of the LORD depends not on human means but on divine enablement.  How 
comforting it is to know that God triumphs despite us if not through us! 
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 Believers today need opportunities to learn to live out their faith in the world.  
Your Sunday school classroom can serve as a laboratory to practice the concepts that you 
teach.  Learners who do retain and apply what they have learned far more than learners 
who merely hear or hear and see.  Teaching leaders are encouraged to take a risk by 
integrating active learning into your lessons if you haven’t already.  This lesson provides 
a great opportunity to practice what we preach! 
 
Lesson Plan: The Canaanization of Israel and the Church 
 How many times have I told you…?  Stay away from them. They are the wrong 
crowd to hang out with.   They are dangerous to you.  Well, if someone told you to jump 
off a bridge, would you do that too?  Every child has heard them and every parent has 
spoken them—the warnings not to succumb to “peer pressure.”   

 The Perfect Parent gave those same warnings to His people.  The Canaanites were 
bad news.  They were the drug dealers, the prostitutes and the criminals of their time.  
They were the kind of people that any good parent would warn their beloved children to 
stay away from.  God had warned but the Israelites began to ignore those warnings.  The 
consequences of covenant disobedience were tragic. 

I. The Call of Israel 
A. God had chosen Israel to be a holy nation. 

1. The Abrahamic covenant had called them to be a blessing to all nations.  
They were to represent Him to the world.   

2. They were given the covenant of the Law to tutor them how to fear God 
and how to live justly with one another. 

3. They were to be a kingdom of priestly people (Ex. 19:6). 
B. They were the covenantal community of faith. 

1. They were given the divine gift of revelation from God and expected to 
believe it by faith.   

2. They were a people of God’s own possession (Ex. 19:5) 

II. The “Canaanization” of Israel 
A. Instead of destroying the Canaanites, Israel joined them. 

1. They turned away from YHWH, the God of Israel. 
2. They began to worship Baal, the god of Canaan. 
3. They participated in the cultic practices of Baal worship including the 

sexually immoral unions that accompanied the seasonal feasts. 
4. They participated in their sacrifices.  It is unclear to what degree Israel 

became like the Canaanites in their sacrifices at this time, but the 
Canaanites participated in child sacrifice in the fire, and buried children in 
the foundations of their buildings.  Later Biblical texts, like Jeremiah and 
1-2 Kings, give further insight into these atrocities. 

5. They intermarried with them, which explicitly violated their covenant. 
6. Israel had become just like their pagan neighbors, the Canaanites.   
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B. Remember Joshua’s charge, “As for me and my household, we will serve the 
LORD”? Israel exchanged the One True God for worthless idols which, 
according to the covenant (Lev. 26, Deut. 28), makes them His enemy.   

C. God was furious! 
1. God’s anger must be understood against the backdrop of His extravagant 

acts of grace in the past. 
2. God is passionate and cannot stand by while idolatry snatches his people 

from Him. 
3. Nor will he passively accept Israel’s adulterous affairs with other gods. 

III. The Call of the Church 
In much the same way that God called Israel to be a holy people, He calls the 
Church to a righteous standard. 

1. Called as saints 
2. Called out of darkness and into light 
3. Called not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral 

person (1 Cor. 5:11) 
4. Called to freedom to serve one another (Gal. 5:13) 
5. Called to walk in a manner worthy of God, with humility, gentleness, 

patience, tolerance and love for one another, (Eph. 4:1)  
6. Called to a new life of righteousness, and holiness of the truth (Eph. 4:24) 
7. Called not for impurity but for sanctification (1 Thess. 4:7) 
8. Called for salvation, sanctification and glory in Christ (2 Thess. 2:13-14) 
9. Called for eternal life (1 Tim. 6:12) 
10. Called by grace through faith for good works prepared by God (Eph. 2:8-10) 
11. Called to be a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

God’s own possession to proclaim the gospel (1 Pet. 2:9) 
12. Called to be a light to point others to Christ (Matt. 5:16) 
13. Called to be a living sacrifice, not conformed to this world, but 

transformed to live out the will of God (Rom. 12:1-2). 
14. Bottom line:  Called to be God’s hands, feet, and heart on earth; called to 

be holy and different than the world around us. 

IV. The “Canaanization” of the Church 
As the culture goes, so goes the church.  Sadly, the Church in America has 
become “Canaanized” in much the same way that Israel did during the days of the 
judges.  According to highly regarded pollsters and researchers such as Barna 
Group, the Gallup Organization, and others, the lives of American Christians bear 
far more resemblance to their unbelieving neighbors than they do to the 
transformed life expected by the New Testament writers.  George Barna 
concludes, “Every day the church is becoming more like the world it allegedly 
seeks to change.”  So, how bad is it really? 

1. Divorce:  In Aug. 2001, Barna found 33% of born-again Christians to be 
divorced; 34% of non-born-again Americans (90% of all divorced born-
agains were divorced AFTER they accepted Christ.) 
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a. In many parts of the Bible belt, the divorce rate is well above the 
national average.   

2. Materialism and the Poor:  A 30-year study by John and Sylvia 
Ronsvalle showed that the richer we become, the less we give in 
proportion to our incomes.   
a. In 1968, the average church member gave 3.1% of their incomes 
b. In 2001, the average church member gave 2.66% 
c. Today, evangelicals give about 4% 
d. In 2002, Barna discovered that only 9% of evangelical adults tithe. 
e. 1.2 billion of the world’s poorest people try to live on just $1 a day, 

and at least 1 billion have never heard the gospel.  If American 
Christians tithed 10%, they would have another $143 billion dollars 
per year to help the poor and spread the gospel. 

f. One of the most common themes in the Scriptures is that God and His 
people have a special concern for the poor.  Why this contradiction 
between belief and practice? 

3. Sexual Disobedience:   
a. In the 1990’s, unmarried couples living together rose 72% nationwide. 
b. In the Bible belt, it rose even more.    97% in OK, 123% in TN, 125% 

in AR. 
c. Evangelical teens are only 10% less likely to engage in premarital sex 

than non-evangelical teens. 
d. A study by Professor John C. Green of University of Akron found that 

26% of traditional evangelicals do not think premarital sex is wrong; 
46% say it is morally okay. 

e. 13% of traditional evangelicals say it is okay for married persons to 
have extramarital sex while 19% of nontraditional evangelicals think it 
is morally okay.  It is higher among mainline Protestants and 
Catholics. 

f. Steve Gallagher says that pornography among Christian men is not 
much different than among the unsaved. 

4. Racism: In 1989, Gallup published the results of a survey to determine 
which groups in the US were least and most likely to object to having 
black neighbors. 
a. 11% of Catholics and nonevangelical Christians objected 
b. 16% of mainline Protestants objected 
c. 17% of Baptists and evangelicals objected 
d. 20% of Southern Baptists objected 
e. To say that there is neither Jew nor Greek, black nor white, but not put 

it into practice, is a blatant disparity between practice and belief. 

5. Lifestyle habits:   
a. Christians spend 7x more hours each week watching TV than in Bible 

reading, worship and prayer. 
b. Only 9% of born-again adults have a Biblical worldview 
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c. Only 2% of born-again teens have a Biblical worldview 

6. Faithful remnant: 
a. A 2001 Pew Center poll showed that those who were highly 

committed to their faith were 3x more likely to have volunteered with 
the poor, sick and elderly in the last month. 

b. Barna found that those with a Biblical worldview showed genuinely 
different behavior. 

i. 49% had volunteered to help the poor, sick and elderly 
ii. 3x more likely not to use tobacco products 

iii. 9x more likely to avoid adult-only material on the internet 
iv. 5x less likely to report that their “career comes first.” 

7. Bottom line:  Learning to think Biblically and theologically DOES matter. 

V. Applications and implications 
A. Although the Church may have become Canaanized in our present culture, the 

Holy Spirit is still at work in me if I will yield to Him.  I can be different. 
B. I should evaluate my life in light of Biblical truth, not the world’s standards. 
C. I should guard myself against the gradual slide into cultural relativism. 
D. I am to be in the world, but not of it.  But am I being truly transformed? 
E. My checkbook reveals my true priorities.  My practices belie my beliefs. 
F. God is faithful to forgive me and restore me when I repent and confess my sin. 
G. I am an ineffective witness if there is no evidence for change in my life. 
H. The incomprehensible privilege of grace compels me to live righteously 

according to the revealed Word of God. 
 

**These statistics were used with permission from Ronald J. Sider, “The Scandal of the 
Evangelical Conscience,” Books and Culture, Vol. 11-1, Jan. 1, 2005.  
 
Learning Activity:  “Guidance” Roleplay Simulation 
Materials needed: 

• 2 sets of “Situation” cards 
• 1 set of “Attitude” cards 

The goal of this activity is to give learners the opportunity to practice applying Christian 
principles to real-life situations.  Provide a “Situation” card and an “Attitude” card to 
each “person with a problem,” and a copy of the “Situation” card to a “Christian 
friend.”  Roleplay the “person with a problem” asking the “Christian friend” for help, 
either at his or her table, or in front of the whole class. In some cases, a helpful scripture 
reference is provided for the “Christian friend” to use when giving advice. The way in 
which a Christian helper deals with the person and the problem is evaluated by the 
others within the group, using the discussion questions below. This activity helps students 
develop sensitivity to others, analyze opportunities they may have every day to practice 
their faith, and to discover how God works through Christians to accomplish His 
purposes. 



 

 
 
 
     I can’t believe that all the things my Christian 
friends say are wrong really are.  Does God 
expect me to think exactly the way they think?  
Sometimes I am sure God wouldn’t mind if I see a 
certain movie, vote a certain way or hang out with 
my non-Christian friends and they are just as sure 
He would.  How can I know what God thinks?  
Does He just speak to them and not to me?   
(1 Pet. 2:21; 1 John 3:20-21) 
 
 
 

 
 
     I’ve never said that I hate my parents, but 
inside I know I do.  I’ve never really known my 
father and my mother was always far more 
concerned about the men in her life than she was 
about me.  God says we should honor them, and 
I’ve asked Him to help me see them as lovable, 
but I just don’t.  So what am I supposed to do? 

 
 
     I have two non-Christian friends who have 
been living together.  They’ve finally decided to 
get married and have asked me to be in the 
ceremony.  If I accept, I’m afraid others who 
know I’m a Christian will think I’m condoning 
living together before marriage.  On the other 
hand, I have had several opportunities to share 
Christ with this couple.  I wouldn’t want to 
destroy our friendship by refusing to be part of 
their wedding.  What should I do? 
(Titus 2:7-8) 
 
 

 
 
     If God created us to love and be loved, how 
can any expression of love be wrong?  What harm 
is there in sleeping with someone I love?  Why 
can’t I satisfy my needs and live a completely 
useful Christian life at the same time?   
(Heb. 13:4) 

 
 
     My spouse and I have been married 18 years.  
We have grown apart over past ten years and do 
not even like one another any more, much less 
love one another.  The distance between us has 
created a cold tension in our home. The kids will 
be better off if they don’t see us fighting any 
more.  It is in everyone’s best interest if we don’t 
waste any more time being miserable.  It will be 
such a relief to separate.  We are both Christians 
and we realize that God doesn’t like divorce.  But 
God doesn’t want us to continue to be married and 
miserable.  Surely He wants us to be happy, 
doesn’t He?  
(1 Cor. 7:10-11) 
 
  

 
 
     I’ve always heard that God takes care of those 
who love Him.  And I believed it until I 
discovered my father has cancer.  Short of a 
miracle, he is going to die.  And I need him.  
What good is being a Christian if I can’t depend 
on God?  How is God any better to me than He is 
to people who don’t even acknowledge Him?  As 
a matter of fact, an atheist I know has the easiest 
life of anyone I know. 
(1 Pet. 5:8-10) 



 

 
 
     I lost my job three months ago, and now I’m 
behind on all my bills including my mortgage.  If 
God is really in control, why doesn’t He find me a 
good job?  If life is unfair to me, why should I 
cooperate with the God who allows it to be that 
way?   
(Matt. 25:14-30) 
 
 
 

 
 
     My friend and co-worker is having some 
personal problems and has been late to work 
several times lately.  She has used all her vacation 
days and comp time so she cannot take any more 
time off without penalty.  She wants me to cover 
for her on her time sheet so that she doesn’t lose 
any pay.  That will only complicate her problems.  
How can I be both honest and compassionate at 
the same time? 
 
 

 
 
     Christmas is just around the corner and every 
year I give some money and time to charities.  
Yet, the problems and needs in the world seem to 
grow bigger rather than get better.   In fact, I’ve 
seen that some people are in need because of bad 
and irresponsible choices on their part.  The small 
amount that I have to give will never be enough to 
help anybody.  Isn’t it true that God helps those 
who help themselves?   
      
 

 
 
     Wild card!  Use a situation that you are 
presently dealing with either in your own life or in 
the life of someone you know.  Do NOT use 
names.  Change it into a hypothetical situation to 
protect the people involved. 
 
*You may exchange this card for another if you 
need to. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Suggestions 
 

• (To the Christian helper)  What clues did you pick up from the problem student that hold you 
how to deal with him?  (To the class)  What additional clues did you see? 

• In what ways did the helper show understanding of the problem? 
• What was the most effective thing the helper did in this situation?  Why? 
• What would you have done differently?  Why? 
• If you had been the problem student, how would you have reacted to the helper?  Why?  How 

do you think a person with this problem in real life might have reacted?  Why? 
• What Biblical / Christian principles for helping others did you see demonstrated in this 

roleplay? 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attitude of the Problem-holder 
 
 

 
 
 

Desperate for an answer.  
Anxious to listen. 

 
 

 
 

Anxious to find easy solution.  
Lazy, not willing to work at it. 

 
 
Discouraged.  Tired of struggling.   

Hoping for solution. 

 
 

Sarcastic.  Argumentative. 
Determined to counter all helper’s 
suggestions with biting remarks.   

 
 
 

Happy and amazed to find 
someone who cares.   

 
 

 
 

Pessimistic about life.  Certain 
any solution will fail. 

 
 

Angry.  Blaming God for the 
problem. 

 
 

 
 
Embarrassed for even having the 

problem.  Feels foolish. 

 
 


