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How many kings of Judah and Israel were good? ____________ 
 
How many kings of Judah and Israel were evil? ____________ 

Learn Your Lists #6 
The Kings of Judah and Israel 

Saul 
David 

Solomon 

Kings of Judah 
 

Rehoboam (Evil) 
Abijam (Evil) 
Asa (Good) 

Jehoshaphat (Good) 
Jehoram (Evil) 
Ahaziah (Evil) 
Athaliah (Evil) 

Joash (Evil) 
Amaziah (Good) 
Azariah (Good) 
Jotham (Good) 

Ahaz (Evil) 
Hezekiah (Good) 
Manasseh (Evil) 

Amon (Evil) 
Josiah (Good) 

Jehoahaz (Evil) 
Eliakim or Jehoiakim (Evil) 

Jehoiachin (Evil) 
Zedekiah (Evil) 

Kings of Israel 
 

Jeroboam (Evil) 
Nadab (Evil) 
Baasha (Evil) 

Elah (Evil) 
Zimri (Evil) 
Omri (Evil) 
Ahab (Evil) 

Ahaziah (Evil) 
Jehoram (Evil) 
Jehu (Good) 

Jehoahaz (Evil) 
Jehoash (Evil) 

Jeroboam (Evil) 
Zachariah (Evil) 
Shallum (Evil) 

Menahem (Evil) 
Pekahiah (Evil) 

Pekah (Evil) 
Hoshea (Evil) 

 
With lists you can easily memorize important points of the Scriptures.  These 
lists can be used to supplement either your Sunday school lessons or 
homeschool curriculum. 
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Conclusion 

This completes our studies on God’s wonderful plan.  Our studies have taken 
us through the Bible record of man’s history from Genesis to Revelation: from 
man’s creation, through his fall and on to his redemption.  We close with the 
happy prospect of the “rest that remaineth” which we have every reason to 
believe will come soon.  All things have happened exactly as prophesied, and 
in accordance with God’s Own Timetable.  We wait with confident assurance 
that “yet a little while and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.” For 
Jesus said, “Surely I come quickly.”  We fervently echo John’s response, 
“Even so come, Lord Jesus.” 
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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of Truth. 

 
II Timothy 2:15 
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Introduction 

The idea behind Bible marking for our children and young people is to provide 
continuity and direction in learning the first principles of the Truth through a 
well-organized procedure. 
 
The effectiveness can be realized as they mark their Bibles with the main first 
principle ideas that show a progression through the scriptures, and a 
relationship from verse to verse.  This will be invaluable to them in the years 
ahead.  It also shows the relationship of the scriptures...how the Books of the 
Bible all relate to each other. 
 
Bible marking is a wonderful way for you and your children to study the 
scriptures together, promoting discussion between adult and child. 

You will need the following materials to begin your Bible marking program: 
 
1. Wide margin Bible or Bible with room to make notes in the margin, 
2. Notebook for jotting down notes and vocabulary words, and 
3. Water-based pigment ink (available at Bible bookstores or art stores), or 
 India ink.  These types of inks do not bleed through onto the next page. 
 
Use colors to mark different elements of the verse; Here are some suggestions: 

Materials Needed 

-Blue for circling the 
number, 
-Green for underlining 
key phrases, 
-Black for writing in the 
comments for that lesson, 
and 
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How to Get Started 

Step One: Create the Subject List 
 
The first step in Bible marking is the listing of the subjects in the order in 
which they will be taught in this program. 
 
List these subjects on a page in the back of your Bible.  Do not forget to 
include the number of each subject as this will be used throughout your Bible 
marking program. 
 
1    Central Theme of the Bible   Numbers 14:21 
2    Time Factor in God’s Plan   Acts 17:26 
3    Creation, Trial, Nature of Man   Romans 5:12 
4    Adam to Abraham    Genesis 4 
5    Abraham to Moses    Genesis 11:27 
6    Moses, Exodus and the Law   Genesis 15:13-14 
7    Joshua, Judges, Samuel   Deuteronomy 31:14-23 
8    The Kings of Judah and Israel   Genesis 49:8-10 
9    The Prophets - Messianic Prophecies  Amos 3:7 
10  The Prophets - God’s purpose with the Jews Isaiah 43:10 
11  Jesus Christ - the Messiah   Galatians 4:4 
12  Sacrifice of Christ    John 3:16 
13  Christ’s Resurrection - Ascension  John 20 
14  Christ’s Priesthood - Study of Prayer  Hebrews 4:14-16 
15  The First Century Ecclesia and Baptism  Mark 16:16 
16  Times of the Gentiles    Matthew 24:1-3 
17  God - Jesus Christ - Holy Spirit   I Corinthians 8:6 
18  Resurrection and Judgment   Acts 3:19-21 
19  End of Gentile Times    Daniel 2:44-45 
20  The Millennium    Psalms 46:6-11 
 
 

Step Two: Circle the Numbers 
 
Using the subject numbers as shown in the list above, make sure you circle 
these numbers when placing them in your Bible next to the appropriate 
scripture reference.  As you look up each reference in the order indicated in the 
Lesson Notes, you can quickly identify it by this circled number as relating to 
the lesson under discussion. 
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Lesson #20, Cont’d. - The Millennium 
 
 What a glorious prospect lies before those who are privileged to know 
 God’s purpose.  From our consideration of these Lessons we now know 
 what wonderful plans God had when He said He did not create the earth in 
 vain, but formed it to be inhabited (Isa. 45:18). 
 
 Very little detail is recorded about conditions at the close of the 
 millennium, or the endless millenniums that follow.  We are, however, 
 given a brief glimpse of the final phase of God’s plan. 
 
Revelation 20:2 
 In this verse we are told ‘Satan is to be bound for a thousand years.’  We 
 know that there is no personal Devil or Satan, for the word ‘Satan’ is used 
 to signify that propensity in human beings which opposes God’s will.  The 
 binding of Satan, therefore, means the positive restriction during the 
 millennium of all evil of whatsoever form or source.  Verse 7 foretells the 
 lifting of this restraint at the end of the thousand years, and of an 
 insurrection which increases to the point of attempting to take control of 
 Jerusalem, the seat of world government.  The record briefly says, “fire 
 came down from heaven and devoured them.”  This will mean the 
 permanent end to all who would be a ‘satan’ or adversary to God’s way of 
 righteousness. 
 
 A resurrection of those who have died during the thousand years then 
takes  place.  They are judged “according to their works” and “whosoever 
was  not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of 
fire” (totally  destroyed).  This will mean the end of death itself, for it is 
also  symbolically cast into the lake of fire.  Only immortal people will 
remain. 
 
 
I Corinthians 15:25-26 
 “The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” 
 
I Corinthians 15:27-28 
 One final act then remains.  The words of Paul speak plainly.  At the very 
 last, Christ transfers the perfected Kingdom to his Father “that God may 
be  all in all.” 
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Lesson #20, Cont’d. - The Millennium 
 

Economic and Social Changes in the Kingdom 
 
Psalm 72 
 This beautiful Psalm should be read with the student, since it graphically 
 portrays the blessings of this glorious period.  Under the peaceful 
 conditions prevailing during Christ’s reign innumerable benefits will result 
 for all humanity.  Poverty, want and starvation will be entirely eliminated 
 by the bountiful production of food (verses 12,13 and 16).  Compare 
Amos  9:13.  There will be no civil disturbances, crime or violence 
anywhere, and  this will remove all fear and insecurity. 
 
Isaiah 65:18-20 
 These verses show us that there will be vastly improved health conditions 
 for all people, and a greatly extended life span. 
 
One Language 
 
Zephaniah 3:19 
 This reference indicates a universal language in the millennial age.  A 
 correction of the condition which came when God confounded the  
 language of the nations at the time of building the tower of Babel (Gen. 
 11:9). 
 
One Religion 
 
Jeremiah 16:19-20 
 This quotation shows the people of all the world will turn from the many 
 false religious concepts which exist today to the one true religion of the 
 millennial age. 
 
Psalm 86:9-10 
 Without doubt, ALL people will at last serve the Lord and worship Him. 
 
Isaiah 56:6-8 
 These verses clearly show that all people will enjoy the happiness of the 
 millennium, and will want to worship and praise the One True God. 
 
 Regarding the House of Prayer for all nations mentioned in the last 
 quotation - chapters 40 through 46 of Ezekiel give elaborate details of the 
 new Temple to be erected in Jerusalem, and of the ordinances and ritual to 
 be used there. 
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Step Three: Discuss the Sample Page 
 
This sample page is an example of the way key references are identified and 
underlined along with the circled number of the subject’s scripture reference.  
Note how the scripture reference is written out to the side of the verse along 
with the circled number.  This will take you to the next verse in the lesson, thus 
further illustrating the progression from verse to verse for that particular 
subject.  Once the lesson is completed, all the circled numbers will take you 
through the scriptures, outlining the relationship between each verse, and 
helping your child or young person easily recognize this relationship in the 
scriptures to aid them in learning the First Principles of the Truth. 
 
Shown in this Sample Page is the first Lesson titled “Central Theme of the 
Bible” (note how the number 1 is circled).  This example shows how key 
references are identified and underlined and how the book, chapter and verse 
of the next reference is written out in the margin. 
 

Green 

Pink Blue 

Remember: Underline key phrases in “green,” write verses for the next 
reference in “pink,” and use “blue” for the circled subject number.  If you want 
to write a note from what you’ve read in the lesson use “black” ink. 
 
Hint: If you want to place additional notes in your Bible next to the 
numbering system, it is a good idea to use “black” ink because it is much easier 
to read.  For example, you wouldn’t want to write several sentences in a bright 
color because it could fade over time and become hard to read.  Save the 
brighter colors for marking your Bible as described in the Sample Page above. 
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Step Four: Begin Each Lesson the Same Way 
 
Follow these steps to begin your lesson. 
1.  Choose a lesson from the subject list. 
2.  Begin with the first scripture in the lesson and look it up. 
3.  Discuss this verse with your student/child, and have them answer questions 
 regarding its importance. 
4.  Have your student/child mark his or her Bible by writing in the scripture 
 reference for the next verse (as shown in the Sample Page). 
5.  Write in the subject number for that particular verse (make sure you circle 
 the subject number).  Note: This begins the progression from verse to 
 verse. 
6.  Look up the next reference in the lesson and repeat Steps 3-5. 
 
Go through the entire program using these steps.  Lord willing, you and your 
student/child will both benefit from this study, and your Bible will be marked 
with a detailed view of God’s Plan of Salvation as learned through First 
Principle Teachings.  For example, all the verses marked with a circle number 
1 will display an understanding of  the Central Theme of the Bible, and so on. 

Step Five: Use Your Knowledge 
 
There are so many verses that can be cross-referenced when discussing First 
Principles.  The verses used in these lessons are only guides.  Please feel free 
to add your own verses to any of these Lessons as you deem them appropriate.  
After each verse in the Lesson is a short description.  These can be read aloud 
and discussed so the student/child can further learn the verse’s importance. 

Step Six: Enjoy the Time 
 
Enjoy this time with your child/student, and watch in wonder as they discover 
the most valuable lesson they could ever learn in their lives...God’s Truth.  
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic (the Three R’s) are very important, but the 
emphasis on our child’s education should be the Word of God.  The Three 
R’s can be found there, too. 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God 

may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works (II Tim. 3:16). 
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Lesson #20, Cont’d. - The Millennium 
 
Matthew 5:34-35 
 These verses show that Jesus understood the previous references as 
 applying to his royal city. 
 
5) The people or subjects of the kingdom 
 
In previous sections of this lesson we have mentioned the King - Jesus Christ; 
the government - the saints of all periods (resurrected or still alive when Christ 
returns); Jerusalem, the World Capital; and the worldwide territory under the 
whole heaven.  We will now consider the inhabitants or subjects in the 
Kingdom.  Following the righteous judgments of God, which will put down all 
opposition to Christ’s authority as King, there will be many survivors of the 
dreadful destruction. 
 
Zechariah 14:16 
 The prophet here speaks of these people and describes how they will then 
 turn to God to worship Him.  Other prophecies amplify this to show that 
 people from all parts of the world will at last come to learn the Truth about 
 the one True God and His purpose for man. 
 
Daniel 7:14 
 Clearly this indicates all the people remaining upon the earth. 
 
Jeremiah 16:19-21 
 Again ‘from the ends of the earth.’ 
 
Jeremiah 3:17 
 “All Nations shall be gathered unto it.”  This statement is clear. 
 
Micah 4:1-3 
 Note the repeated emphasis on ‘many people.’ 
 

It may be a good idea to highlight these 5 things that make up a kingdom.  
Have your student write them down in the back of their Bible as a ready 
reference.  They are 
 
1) a King = Christ 
2) the government = the saints of all periods 
3) the land or territory of the Kingdom = Jerusalem and worldwide territory 
4) the official seat of government = Jerusalem 
5) the people or subjects = those who survive the destruction 
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Lesson #20, Cont’d. - The Millennium 
 
Daniel 7:27 
 Here again the saints are to take the kingdom UNDER the whole heaven - 
 which, of course, means worldwide dominion. 
 
3) The land or territory governed 
 
The land of which the Kingdom will be comprised, as Daniel 7:27 says will be 
“under the whole heaven” or the entire earth. 
 
Zechariah 9:10 
 This verse also confirms that the Kingdom will extend ‘from sea to sea 
and  from the river even to the ends of the earth.’  However, cradled in the 
 strategic center of all the inhabited earth there is a tiny country called 
 Israel which the Bible (Deut. 11:12) says is ‘a land which the Lord thy 
 God careth for: the eyes of the Lord are always upon it...’  The choice of 
 its location was not left to chance, for Ezekiel 5:5 states: ‘I have set it in 
 the midst of the nations.’  This is the very same country which God 
 promised to Abraham thousands of years ago.  The country which has 
been  of such great significance and inspiration to the Jewish people 
throughout  their turbulent history.  Although exiled from it for centuries, 
its  restoration to them has always been their brightest hope.  Paul tells us that 
 the promise made to Abraham applies equally to all those who are ‘in 
 Christ’ (Gal. 3:29). 
 
4) Official seat of government 
 
Isaiah 2:3 
 International law will then go forth from Zion as national laws do now 
 from each country’s capital city. 
 
Micah 4:1-3 
 Note especially verse 2, ‘for the law shall go forth of Zion, and the word 
of  the Lord from Jerusalem.’ 
 
Jeremiah 3:17 
 Jerusalem will now have become the metropolis and nerve center of the 
 whole world. 
 
Psalm 48:2 
 Jerusalem’s natural location provides a beautiful site for the administrative 
 headquarters of Christ and the saints. 
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Lesson #1 

 
Numbers 14:21 
 This establishes the Divine motive.  It is the fundamental principle in the 
 creative process (see Rev. 4:11). 
 
Isaiah 45:18 
 God created the earth to be the abode for mankind.  He intends to give it 
 for an everlasting habitation to those who do His will and glorify His 
 name. 
 
Psalm 115:16 
 The earth was so designed that man might live and develop in an 
 environment favorable to his best interests.  For example, in spite of his 
 ambitious space program, man’s destiny is earthbound. 
 
Genesis 1:26-27 
 God honored man by creating him in His own image and after His 
 likeness, indicating a purpose for man beyond all the rest of His creation.  
 These verses bear out this thought in the words, “have dominion over.” 
 
Genesis 2:7 
 This reference shows the physical constitution of man and the motivating 
 force that animated him. 
 
 

As you go through this first lesson with your student, 
perhaps have them look for other scriptural references that 
might pertain to the Central Theme of the Bible.  Set a time 
limit and give them a goal of a certain number of verses for 
which to search. 
 
Don’t forget to have the student use different colors 
throughout their Bible marking. This will help the verses 
stand out, and the student will enjoy using the color system. 

This lesson is designed to give a brief outline of the basic theme of the Truth as 
taught in the Bible and to promote interest in gaining further knowledge of the 
Scriptures.  
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Lesson #1, Cont’d. - The Central Theme of the Bible 
 
Genesis 3:15 
 The reason this verse is used as a reference in the Central Theme is to 
 emphasize the key word “seed.”  We state that this key word refers to 
 Christ without endeavoring to qualify it by an extensive explanation.  Our 
 purpose is to establish that Jesus is the primary factor in the Central 
 Theme of God’s plan.  The significance of this word will become evident 
 as we move through the following references. 
 
Genesis 13:14-17 
 This verse gives a very brief account of the call of Abram, the promises to 
 him of the land and the particular seed (Christ).  Abram was also to have a 
 numerous seed.  Abram’s inheritance is to be on the earth, for he received 
 God’s promise in these words, “Arise, walk through the land in the length 
 and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee” (Gen. 13:17). 
 
Genesis 49:8-10 
 This verse describes anticipation and prophecy of a King in Jacob’s 
 blessing of Judah.  The scepter (symbol of royal power) would remain in 
 his line until Shiloh (Christ) comes to gather the people.  The purpose of 
 this reference is to show Jesus’ descent from Judah.  The importance of 
 establishing this is demonstrated in the next references. 
 
II Samuel 7:12-13 
 1. A seed (Christ) is promised to David. 
 2. This seed is to rule God’s Kingdom. 
 3. His throne and kingdom are to be established for ever. 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7 
 This is one of the most comprehensive Messianic prophesies we have in 
 the entire Bible.  It is stimulating to the student to see the similarity in this 
 prophecy and the following reference. 
 
Luke 1:32-33 
 Note in these verses how closely the angel follows the prophecy in Isaiah 
 9:6-7 in informing Mary of the significance of the son she will bear.  Give 
 a very brief outline of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  Point out 
 that he never fulfilled the requirements of prophecy.  He never occupied 
 the throne of his father, David. 
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Lesson #20, Cont’d. - The Millennium 
 
Now in any kingdom there is 
 
1) a King, 
2) a government, 
3) the land or territory governed, 
4) an official seat of government, and 
5) the people or subjects. 
 
The Bible reveals all the above will be present in God’s Kingdom. 
 
1) The King 
 
In our lessons we have frequently mentioned that Jesus Christ is to be King of 
the millennial age.  The following references used in our first lesson “The 
Central Theme of the Bible” now become a reality. 
 
Isaiah 9:7 
 Note ‘of his government and peace there shall be no end.’ 
 
Luke 1:31-33 
 Only in the millennium will the angel’s message have its complete 
 fulfillment. 
 
Matthew 25:31-32 
 Christ now takes his rightful place as King over ALL nations and rules in 
 glory. 
 
2) The Government 
 
We have a number of references which clearly show the saints, or ‘called out 
ones’ of every period in the world’s history, are to reign with Christ in the 
millennium. 
 
Matthew 25:34 
 Continuing the last reference we find as a result of Christ’s judgment those 
 worthy are to inherit the Kingdom. 
  
Revelation 5:10 
 The inheritance just mentioned is here shown to include administration 
 with Christ as kings and priests. 
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Lesson #20 

Psalm 46:6-11 
 These verses make a very appropriate introduction to our present lesson.  
 The Psalmist speaks of the events just prior to the Millennium.  This is the 
 time indicated as the last part of the sixth thousand year period which we 
 referred to in the previous lesson. 
 
 The Psalmist then invites the survivors of God’s righteous judgment (verse 
 9) to take note of the transformation which follows the accomplishment of 
 God’s purpose. 
 
 Although the word ‘millennium’ itself does not occur in the Bible, it 
 fittingly identifies ‘the times of restitution of all things which God hath 
 spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began’ (Acts 
 3:21).  As a word it simply means ‘one thousand years,’ but to all ‘those 
 who love the Lord and are called according to his purpose’ (Rom. 8:28), 
 the millennium is the answer to their hope and expectation. 
 
Revelation 20:4 and 6 
 Here we have the positive Bible confirmation repeated that the saints are 
to  live and reign with Christ a thousand years. 
 
We emphasized in Lesson 2 that ‘the millennium represents the seventh day of 
rest’ as defined in Hebrews 4.  The first eleven verses of Hebrews 4 are well 
worth re-reading at this time, noting especially verse 9: “There remaineth 
therefore a rest (margin - keeping of a sabbath) to the people of God.”  
Throughout the Bible many references are made to the Sabbath, showing how 
important God always considered its observance by the Jews to be, as it 
prophetically pointed forward to the 1,000 year sabbath. 
 
Let us now consider what is involved in the total concept of the millennium as 
revealed in the Bible.  As shown in Lesson 19 the 1,000 year reign of Christ 
will begin when God, through Christ, has subdued all active opposition to his 
rule - whether it be military, political or religious.  The kingdoms of this world 
will then have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ. 
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Lesson #1, Cont’d. - The Central Theme of the Bible 
 
Acts 1:10-11 
 For forty days after his resurrection Jesus taught His disciples.  He
 commissioned them to go into all the world and preach the Gospel.  We 
 can  put strong emphasis on the angel’s statement “this same Jesus will 
 come again in like manner...” 
 
Acts 3:19-21 
 The return of Christ became the basis of the apostles’ teaching.  The words 
 “shall come,” in verse 19, are important and the word “until” in the 21st 
 verse is also significant.  This reference demonstrates that God’s purpose 
 from creation has been consistent and the restitution of all things through 
 Christ was prophesied by the holy prophets since the world began. 
 
Acts 17:30-34 
 The important point in this reference is the introduction of a time factor: a 
 particular day in which God will judge the world.  Verses 32-34 show the 
 attitude of the people who heard Paul’s teaching regarding the 
resurrection.   Some mocked, excluding themselves from salvation.  Some 
were  impressed but uncertain.  Others believed unto life eternal.  People 
also  take these same attitudes today, but salvation still depends on our own 
 acceptance and belief. 
 
Revelation 22:12 and 20 
 When we read the words of Jesus, “Surely I come quickly,” we fervently 
 join John in his response, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 

As we bring this first lesson to a close, we emphasize that our endeavor has 
been to demonstrate that the Bible is an integrated book.  It has one plan and 
purpose which moves consistently to a predetermined fulfillment.  Simply 
stated, it is “Glory to God in the highest, and on the earth, peace, good will 
toward men.” 
 
We further acknowledge that there may be a need to further clarify some of the 
references that have been used to demonstrate a central theme running through 
the Bible.  You can take some more time and look up similar verses with your 
student.  God does have a plan and purpose, but has also established a definite 
time period concerning its fulfillment. 
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Lesson #2 

The time factor in God’s plan has proved to be a very fascinating subject in 
which doctrinal problems can be avoided.  The object of this lesson is to show 
the control God exerts in the development of history. 
 
Acts 17:26 
 This reference emphasizes God’s foreknowledge and control over the 
 affairs of individuals and nations.  “Times before appointed” is the key 
 phrase. 
 
Acts 17:30-31 
 These verses show that God has left nothing to chance.  Everything works 
 according to His timetable.  The judgment day is a specific day. 
 
Galatians 4:4 
 The significance of the word “fulness” in relation to time is important in 
 this verse.  “The fulness of time” relates to the fulfillment of Old 
 Testament prophecies regarding the coming Messiah. 
 
Luke 21:24 
 The point of emphasis in this verse is the word “until.”  Jerusalem was to 
 come under Gentile domination until the predetermined times of the 
 Gentiles are fulfilled. 
 
Hebrews 4:3-11 
 The following is the emphasis in these verses: 
 verse 3 The works were finished from the foundation of the world; 
   i.e., the pattern of chronology was established at creation. 
 verse 4 The seventh day is the equivalent of the millennial period. 
 verses 5-8 These verses eliminate the conquest and occupation of 
   Canaan under Joshua as being “the rest.” 
 verses 9-11 The hope embraced in these verses is future and comprises a 
   definite time period. 
 
Revelation 20:4 
 Those who endured to the end “lived and reigned with Christ a thousand 
 years.”  This is clearly the “rest” to which the writer to the Hebrews 
 referred. 
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Lesson #19, Cont’d. - The End of Gentile Times 
 
Zechariah 12:8-10 
 Here we have positive evidence that the repentant Jewish nation will 
 eventually acknowledge Christ as Messiah. 
 
Revelation 18 
 This chapter presents a graphic description of the destruction of the false 
 religious systems which, with wealth, power and splendor, have corrupted 
 the true gospel and become the very opposite of the ways and practices of 
 the Christ.  There is no similarity between the lowly Nazarene and the 
 instructions that he gave his disciples - and the magnificence of the 
 appointments, titles and complex rituals of modern churches.  In our next 
 lesson we shall learn about the one true religion which shall exist in the 
 Kingdom and the happiness which will result when all shall know the 
Lord  from the least to the greatest. 
 
Revelation 11:15-18 
 This is an overlapping glimpse of this period, and the joy which we hope 
 to share when “the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of 
our  Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 
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Lesson #19, Cont’d. - The End of Gentile Times 
 
 generation which Jesus said would not pass away “till all these things shall 
 be fulfilled” (Matt. 24:34). 
 
Ezekiel 38 
 The actors of the great drama of the end of Gentile times have already 
 taken their places on the stage of world history.  Many Bible maps show 
 the areas settled by the descendants of Noah.  You will be able to 
 recognize the areas represented by the names mentioned in Ezekiel 38, as 
 those associated with Russia - the leader of the northern confederacy 
 (verse 15), coming against the re-established Israeli (verse 8).  The 
 merchants of Tarshish and the young lions (verse 13) who oppose the 
great  northern confederacy have long been believed to represent the Anglo-
 Saxon democratic bloc, but the extent of their involvement is not 
indicated.   The closing verses of chapter 38 and the opening verses of 
chapter 39  clearly foretell the terrible supernatural devastating power to 
be employed  in utterly defeating these nations.  A crushing blow the same 
(but in  different words) as we read in the Daniel reference. 

Good reference books to use when discussing prophecy are 
John Thomas’ Exposition of Daniel and Eureka. 

Mark 13:26-27 
 In these verses Jesus speaks of his coming and the gathering of the elect. 
 
2 Timothy 4:1 
 In Paul’s letter we read of the judgment. 
 
Zechariah 14 
 This chapter gives us a condensed overall picture covering the whole 
 period from the second coming of Christ to the establishment of the 
 Kingdom. 
 
Psalm 2 
 A very short Psalm which should be read for its wonderfully clear 
 prophetic confirmation of those things we have already considered.  Note 
 the exhortation, “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and ye perish from the way 
 when his wrath is kindled but a little” (verse 12).  This is consistent with 
 God’s merciful principle of giving mankind the opportunity to repent and 
 escape His righteous judgments. 
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Lesson #3 

This lesson introduces us to God’s creative process which through the agency 
of the angels brought order to the void condition that existed on this planet.  It 
also shows how God’s most important creation - man - came under trial.  
Cause and effect are demonstrated by the entrance of sin and death into the 
world, and the remedy provided through God’s mercy. 
 
Romans 5:12 
 This verse is important because it gives us the reason why we live in a 
 world of sin and death.  Paul demonstrates this in a concise summary of 
the  cause and effect factor mentioned in the opening statement of this lesson. 
 
James 1:12-15 
 These verses show us the process by which sin develops and becomes fatal 
 in its result.  We discover the universal principle in these verses, that trial 
 is a requisite to reward. 
 
I John 2:16-17 
 These inspired words of John define the basic sources of sin.  Temptation 
 comes to us through various channels as illustrated in these verses.  The 
 eye, the flesh, and the appeal to our pride. 
 
Genesis 1 
 Read the entire chapter.  Particular emphasis should be laid on the 26th 
 and 27th verses, for man is the instrument through which God intends to 
 realize the object of creation, “as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled 
 with the glory of the lord” (Num. 14:21). 
 
Genesis 2:1-3 
 The sanctified seventh day of rest is particularly important in relation to 
 God’s plan.  It sets the pattern for the dispensation of the ages.  A brief 
 reference to the chart here will illustrate this principle. 
 
Hebrews 4:3-9 
 Our reference to this chapter in the previous lesson will have already 
 acquainted the student with creation and with the symbolic seventh day of 
 rest.  We briefly mention that this verse substantiates the symbolism of the 
 “rest” in Gen. 2:2-3. 
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Lesson #3, Cont’d. - The Creation, Trial and Nature of Man 

Genesis 2:7-9 
 These verses describe the formation of man from the elements of the earth 
 and the motivating power by which he became a “living being” (R.S.V.).  
 It is helpful here to point out that a living soul is not meant to comprehend 
 anymore than a living creature.  See verse 30 of Chapter 1 where the word 
 “life” in the margin is rendered a “living” soul. 
 
 The 9th verse refers to two remarkable trees which had miraculous 
 powers.  The unique property of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
 evil is seen in the following references. 
 
Genesis 2:16-25 
 Verses 16-18 show the one law under which our first parents were  placed, 
 and the penalty for disobedience.  God’s statement in the 18th verse is 
 borne out in the 19th and 20th verses.  Adam did not find in all God’s 
 creation a sympathetic partner adapted to his need. 
 
 Verses 21-24 show the process by which the first woman came into 
 existence.  It is interesting to note that she was not created directly from 
 the dust of the ground as Adam, but was taken from Adam’s body.  The 
 relationship between Adam and Eve was so much more intimate by this 
 creative procedure.  In a symbolic sense this figure is related to Christ and 
 His bride. 
 
 Verse 25 describes “nakedness” as synonymous with innocency.  Adam 
 and Eve were physically and mentally mature with a conscience free from 
 the knowledge of evil. 
 
Genesis 3. 
 Read the entire chapter.  The serpent’s power to reason was superior to 
 any  beast of the field which the Lord God had made.  It also had the 
 power to speak, which, as far as we know, was not a characteristic 
 possessed by any other creature with the exception of man.  The test of the 
 first man and woman was introduced by the insinuations of the serpent.  
 Paul points out in I Tim. 2:14 that the temptation was presented to Eve 
 who was more vulnerable to the serpent’s suggestion.  Recommended  

A good reference book to use is Thomas Williams’ The 
Great Salvation. 
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Lesson #19, Cont’d. - The End of Gentile Times 
 
We do not know the order in which the various events associated with the end 
of Gentile times will actually take place.  Some of this information does not 
seem to have been revealed even to the angels or to Christ during his ministry 
(Matt. 24:36).  We do not really need to know, for the events are outlined with 
considerable detail in various Bible prophesies although their exact sequence 
may not be indicated.  They include expanding worldwide social and political 
unrest, distress of nations with perplexity, famine and fear.  Deteriorating 
moral conditions, with increased crime and violence.  The return of the Jews to 
Palestine with fruitful prosperity and the end of Gentile domination there.  The 
return of Christ to the earth and the Resurrection and gathering of all those 
appointed to judgment.  The Jews will acknowledge Christ as the Messiah.  All 
opposing nations will be utterly defeated and brought under one world 
government.  The entire abolition of false religious systems. 
 
A composite of Christ’s and Paul’s prophetic teachings show how clearly they 
foresaw world conditions at the end of Gentile times.  “As in the days of Noah, 
so shall also the coming of the son of man be” (Matt. 24:37).  “This know also 
in the last days perilous times shall come for men shall be lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God...Evil men shall wax worse and worse” (2 Tim. 3:1-
13).  “Distress of nations with perplexity...men’s hearts failing them for fear 
and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth” (Luke 21:25-
26). 
 
Daniel 2:42-45 
 Daniel’s interpretation describes the meaning of the metallic image King 
 Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream.  This was discussed in an earlier 
lesson.   Verse 43 foretells what world conditions will be like in the closing 
period  of Gentile history.  We can see this condition today - strong nations 
and  weak nations - unable to agree and cooperate.  Verse 45 predicts how the 
 final overthrow of human misrule will come about (by supernatural forces) 
 - the stone which the builders rejected (Christ) shall grind His adversaries 
 to powder and take complete control of all human government. 
 
Ezekiel 37 
 We briefly refer to this chapter about the dry bones in the valley being 
 revived because this foretells Israel’s regathering.  It speaks in verse 21 
 about taking the Jews from among the nations and bringing them into their 
 own land.  The previous chapter 36:34-35 tells about the wonderful 
 productivity of the reclaimed long desolate land.  The student knows these 
 things have already been fulfilled in large measure, although a further 
 fulfillment is yet to come.  These are the signs which will take place in the 
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In this part of our studies we come to the relatively short period immediately 
preceding the establishment of the Kingdom of God under Christ.  It is 
especially interesting because it concerns the various events which must take 
place before the thousand year reign of Christ begins.  We get a feeling of 
special urgency when we relate the prophecies in the scriptures to actual events 
which have taken place in our own times.  The impending fulfillment of others 
is clearly indicated by the signs which the Bible has told us to watch for.  We 
are, in fact, spectators of these episodes which herald the beginnings of a new 
era.  God’s word has revealed from the beginning, thousands of years ago, the 
working of his plan.  From our first lesson we have been able to follow the 
timing of these historical events.  The Bible also enables us to recognize God’s 
hand in the affairs of men in the world today.  It speaks of international unrest, 
fear and insecurity and warns us of world-shaking events which will shortly 
follow. 

Lesson #19 

The student must realize that he cannot safely remain just a witness to this 
great drama unfolding before his eyes.  God has not only told us beforehand 
what is going to happen but has offered us shelter from the coming storm and 
participation in the wonderful work of bringing peace and stability to the entire 
world. 

This may be a good time to talk about historical events that 
have happened in the past.  For example, different world 
wars, gas crises, World Trade Center (9/11), etc. 
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Lesson #3, Cont’d. - The Creation, Trial and Nature of Man 
 
 reference material, Elpis Israel, chapter 3 under the heading of the 
 “Serpent.”  In the 15th verse, the principle of God’s love and concern is 
 shown in His provision for the redemption of our first parents.  This is a 
 key verse and we cannot over-emphasize its importance.  The “seed” is 
 Jesus, the Lamb of God slain prophetically from the foundation of the 
 world.  It is obvious that this provision by God was not an expediency to 
 take care of an unforeseen event.  Jesus was the nucleus of the plan of 
 God before Creation.  The result of Adam and Eve’s disobedience is 
 clearly stated in this chapter.  Their return to the dust of the ground was 
 now a matter of sentence.  As like produces like, so their posterity would 
 also follow the course of their nature.  Hope for escape from this dilemma 
 could only come from their Creator.  That it would come is revealed in a 
 marvelous manner.  The clear indication of God’s love is illustrated in the 
 21st verse.  The provision of coats of skins required the shedding of blood 
 on the Bible principle that without the shedding of blood, there is no 
 remission of sins (Heb. 9:22). 
 
Conclusion 
 It is evident that God intended man to live.  Man being created in God’s 
image had a prophetic connotation - an indication that He intended to endow 
him with His own nature.  This was man’s potential and the disobedience of 
Adam and Eve would not change or frustrate the intent and purpose of the 
Creator.  God’s honor and dignity demanded the execution of the sentence, but 
His love supplied the only remedy and the Redeemer.  Here in the very 
beginning of human history, we see the first demonstration of the divine 
principle.  “God is love.” 
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Lesson #4 

This lesson is divided into three sections and takes us from Genesis chapter 4 
through chapter 11.  In the period covered by these chapters we find some of 
the most dramatic events in the history of mankind. 
 

Cain and Abel 
 
Genesis 4:1-6 
 In the first reference we see through the children of Adam and Eve, the 
 conflict between the seed of the serpent and the seed of the woman that 
 would continue through history. 
 
 Verses 3-5 discuss the occupations of Cain and Abel.  It is evident from 
 Hebrews 11:4 that they had been instructed in the significance and 
 procedure relative to sacrifice.  We read in this reference that it was by 
 faith that Abel offered a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain.  Faith 
 implies understanding and belief. 
 
 Verses 6-7 show how Cain had equal opportunity to do what was 
 pleasing in God’s sight, but it appears he chose to violate the principle of 
 sacrifice and put his own will before that of the Creator.  When God 
 refused Cain’s sacrifice, Cain gave vent to his rebellious attitude by 
 killing his brother. 
 
 In verse 8 the pattern is set which finds its focal point in type at the cross 
 of Christ.  The continuation of the seed of the woman is shown in verse 
 25.  God had appointed Eve another son to continue her seed instead of 
 Abel.  She shows her understanding of this by choosing for her son the 
 name of Seth, meaning “appointed.” 
 
Genesis 5 
 This chapter gives us the genealogy of the patriarchs.  It is helpful to 
 read the first five verses to demonstrate the extended life span in the 
 patriarchal age.  The student will react with interest to the fact that Adam 
 lived almost to the end of the first thousand year “day” period, as 
 indicated on the chart. 
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Lesson #18, Cont’d. - Resurrection and Judgment 
 

Judgment 
 
This brings us to the consideration of the second part of our subject.  When 
Christ returns to establish His Kingdom, one of the first things he will do is to 
summon before him all who are responsible to his judgment.  Those who are 
dead will be resurrected, and will be summoned with the living to appear 
before his judgment seat. 
 
II Timothy 4:1,8 
 What a truly wonderful prospect Paul had in view, not for himself only but 
 for “all them also that love his appearing,” that is, those who find pleasure 
 in visualizing the end period on the chart.  Other passages are equally 
 definite about the what, why and when of the Judgment. 
 
II Corinthians 5:10 
 Again Paul says, “We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” 
 
Romans 2:3-11 
 This severe warning should make us all evaluate our own personal 
 dedication to Christ’s service.  God has been extremely gracious in 
making  known His love for us and His plans for the future.  Let none of us 
 presume too much on His “goodness and forbearance.”  Following 
Christ’s  own example the teacher can here introduce the parable of the talents. 
 
Luke 19:12-27 
 This parable illustrates Christ’s idea of how various degrees of reward and 
 punishment will be awarded or meted out at the judgment.  We are shown 
 the two aspects of Christ’s judgment, his goodness and severity. 
 
 The student and teacher can rejoice together in the great hope of the 
 resurrection and Paul’s warm assurance that there is a crown of 
 righteousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, will bestow on all them 
 that love his appearing. 
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Lesson #18, Cont’d. - Resurrection and Judgment 
 
When is the Resurrection to take place? 
 It is everywhere spoken of as “the time of the end,” “the last day” - at 
 Christ’s second coming. 
 
Who will be raised from the dead? 
 Perhaps more conflicting answers are given to this question than to any 
 other portion of this subject.  One great misconception about the 
 resurrection (easily misunderstood by quickly reading verses without 
 considering the context and overall Bible teaching) is the idea that every 
 human being ever born will be raised. 
 
What does the Bible really say? 
 
Isaiah 26:13-14 
 This plainly refers to those who will NOT be raised. 
 
Jeremiah 51:39 and 57 
 These verses speak of some who will sleep a perpetual sleep and NOT 
 wake. 
 
Daniel 12:2 
 Says “MANY” of them that sleep...shall awake - not “ALL.” 
 
Psalm 49:12-15 and 19-20 
 This puts it very bluntly by saying that “Man being in honor and 
 understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish.”  Note especially how 
 verse 15 emphasizes the difference between those “who KNOW the Lord” 
 and verse 19, those who “shall never see light.” 
 
John 12:48 
 It is obvious from these references that only those who know about God 
 and His purpose (whether they obey it or not) will be raised and judged.  
 This clearly excludes all who by circumstance of birth, mentality or 
 environment have been prevented from having knowledge of these things.  
 Where the line or degree of knowledge and responsibility is drawn is 
 nowhere clearly defined, but it is in God’s own power to raise 
whomsoever  He will.  It is a wonderful privilege to be given the 
knowledge of what God  has planned for the human race, and of His offer of 
salvation and eternal  life through His Son Jesus (John 17:3).  Those who 
truly appreciate this  wonderful opportunity will never turn their backs 
upon it, for if they do,  they will suffer the righteous judgment of God. 
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Lesson #4, Cont’d. - Adam to Abraham 
 

The Flood 
Genesis 6 
 The first portion of this chapter illustrates the departure from God’s ways
 and the moral decline in society.  This process had its roots in the 
 intermarriage of the sons of God (seed of the woman) and the daughters of 
 men (seed of the serpent).  It is evident that in order to save humanity God 
 must terminate a condition which had no human remedy. 
 
 Verse 5 shows Jesus referring to a similar condition in Matt. 24:37, which 
 would exist in the last days and can only be corrected by God’s 
 intervention. 
 
Genesis 6:8 
 This verse introduces us to Noah, “a just man and perfect,” and his family.  
 Around this small group God would build again, preserving “the seed of 
 the woman.”  The remainder of the 6th chapter describes the building of 
 the Ark that would save them from the flood of destruction, which came 
 upon the earth.   

Briefly outline the construction of the Ark and the gathering 
of the animals, birds and creeping things. 

Genesis 7:23 
 A brief outline of chapter 7 will give the essential facts of the flood and 
the  destruction of all flesh with the exception of Noah and his family. 



16 

Lesson #4, Cont’d. - Adam to Abraham 
 
Genesis 8 
 The flood gradually dries up and the Ark comes to rest on the mountain of 
 Ararat.  Noah and his family are able to stand once more on dry ground.  
 In gratitude, Noah builds an altar and offers a sacrifice unto the Lord.  
 God gives him the assurance that He would never again curse the ground 
 for man’s sake, “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, cold 
and  heat, summer and winter, day and night shall not cease.” 

Show your student maps in the back of their Bibles and 
describe the land of Turkey, pointing out where Mt. Ararat 
would be today. 

Genesis 9 
 In the 11th verse, God expands this promise by establishing a covenant 
 with Noah, which would have the rainbow as its token.  This was an 
 everlasting covenant between the Creator and every living creature.  It was 
 God’s assurance that there would never again be a flood that would 
 destroy all mankind. 
 
Genesis 10 
 We can briefly mention that this chapter shows the development of the 
 generations of the sons of Noah.  Once again the earth was repopulated 
 according to God’s commandment “to be fruitful and multiply.” 
 

The Tower of Babel 
 
Genesis 11 
 This chapter gives us a description of the form of society that developed 
 after the flood.  A great congregation of people migrated from the East to a 
 plain in the land of Shinar.  The memory of the flood seemed to have had a 
 strong influence on the events that took place as related in this chapter.  
 The impulse to build a city and a tower evidently sprang from a desire for 
 safety and from pride in their social system.  Pride is one thing that God 
 cannot tolerate.  Safety lies not in cities and towers but in obedience to 
 God’s laws.  God frustrated their rebellious intent by confounding their 
 language and scattering them abroad upon the face of all the earth.  It is 
 significant that the name of their city is called Babel (“confusion).  The 
 remaining verses in this chapter give us the generation of Shem, one of 
 Noah’s sons.  In verse 26 we see the first mention of the name Abram.  
We  end our lesson with the introduction of this man who is to be the father of 
 the race later to be called God’s chosen people. 
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Lesson #18, Cont’d. - Resurrection and Judgment 
 
Isaiah 26:19 
 “Thy dead men shall live,” etc.  How plainly this states the Bible teaching.  
 It could not possibly mean immortal souls already in heaven. 
 
Daniel 12:2 
 Note “in the dust” - without a resurrection both good and evil would 
 remain there. 
 
Hebrews 11:17-19 
 These verses not only demonstrate Abraham’s faith but also his belief in a 
 resurrection.  There can be no greater authority on the subject than Christ 
 who experienced the resurrection of his own body.  Here are some of 
 Christ’s statements. 
 
Luke 20:35-36 
 Verse 27 shows Jesus was refuting the Saduccees claim that there would 
 be no resurrection.  Note verse 37, “Now that the dead are raised even 
 Moses showed.” 
 
John 5:28-29 
 Again note the true teaching that the dead are in the grave not in heaven. 
 
John 6:39-40,44,54 
 No less than four times in this one chapter Christ affirms the resurrection 
at  the last day. 
 
John 11:23-25 
 This episode is one of the most convincing proofs in the scriptures 
 regarding the certainty of the resurrection.  Jesus says, “Thy brother shall 
 rise again.  Martha replies, “I know...in the resurrection at the last day.”  
 Notice Martha’s evident understanding of the significance of the 
 resurrection “I KNOW.” 
 
What is the Resurrection and why is it necessary? 
 The student has already been made aware in previous lessons that the 
 Bible constantly speaks of death as asleep.  God told Moses (Deut. 31:16) 
 “Thou shalt sleep with thy fathers.”  In Acts 13:36 it says that David fell 
 on sleep and was laid unto his fathers.”  The Bible clearly tells us that the 
 dead are unconscious as in sleep (Eccl. 9:10).  It is necessary, therefore, to 
 awaken those who sleep (Dan. 12:2). 
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Lesson #18 

We shall divide this subject into two parts:  1) Resurrection and 2) Judgment, 
and ask ourselves — Is it clearly taught in the Bible?  What is it and why 
necessary?  When will it take place?  Who will be concerned? 

Acts 3:19-21 
 “The restitution of all things which God hath spoken by the mouth of all 
 his holy prophets since the world began” requires the participation of the 
 saints.  Resurrection and judgment must take place, therefore, at the 
 coming of Christ. 
 
 The word “resurrection” itself does not actually occur in the Old 
 Testament, but as we shall see there are a number of references which 
 clearly show the principle was well understood.  Jesus made several direct 
 statements showing beyond doubt he believed in the resurrection, and the 
 way he taught showed he knew the people of his day understood the 
 importance of it.  The New Testament record also speaks of the 
Saduccees,  a sect which denied “that there is any resurrection” (Luke 
20:27).   Obviously it was common knowledge. 
 
Acts 24:14-15 
 Paul was completely confident regarding the certainty of the resurrection.  
 From these verses we can see he believed the Old Testament scriptures 
 taught “resurrection of the just and unjust.” 
 
I Corinthians 15:12-23 
 Here we have a further confirmation of Paul’s assured belief.  Note 
 especially verses 13,14 and 18.  “If there be no resurrection of the dead, 
 then is Christ not risen, and if Christ be not risen then is our preaching 
vain  (worthless) and your faith is also in vain...Then they also which are 
fallen  asleep in Christ are perished.” 
 
 There can be no possible question, therefore, that God’s Plan for the future 
 depends entirely upon the resurrection of the faithful ones who have lived 
 in every generation. 
 
Job 19:25-27 
 This is a very convincing reference for it obviously refers to a resurrection 
 of the physical body. 
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Lesson #5 

This lesson brings us to a very important milestone in our journey through the 
Scriptures.  Our attention is focused on Abram, a man chosen by God because 
of his capacity for faith.  We also learn about Isaac and Jacob, the immediate 
descendants of Abram, and find that God repeated His promises to them.  We 
are reminded once more of the importance of that key word “seed” and its 
relation to a particular land and people.  It is important, as we move through 
our lessons, to always be aware that Jesus is the central personality in every 
development of God’s plan: in promise, prophecy and type. 

Abram 
 
Genesis 11:27 
 This verse introduces us to Abram, a Chaldean, living in the City of Ur. 
 
Genesis 12:1-4 
 These verses explain why Abram decided to leave a settled way of life in a 
 prosperous city to become a nomad journeying from place to place in 
 search of a promised land.  Note that he was 75 years old when he 
 embarked on this venture.  It is an example of Abram’s outstanding faith 
in  God - a characteristic which identified him as “the father of the faithful.” 

A Bible atlas will be especially helpful here to trace 
Abram’s journey from Ur to Haran and on to the promised 
land of Canaan. 

Genesis 13:1-8 
 This verse relates an interfamily crisis and how in order to avoid strife, 
 Abram suggested that Lot should separate from him.  Lot chose the fertile 
 area around the wicked city of Sodom. 
 
 Verses 14-17 are very significant.  For the first time the land of God’s 
 original promise to Abram is identified, and the actual physical territory 
 defined.  It was to belong to Abram and his descendants (seed) forever.  
 The seed was to be very numerous, but the singular aspect of the seed is 
 emphasized by Paul in his Letter to the Galatians 3:16.  Especially draw 
 attention to this in reference to Jesus because it demonstrates God’s 
 predetermined plan which does not change and can be seen in scripture 
 from Genesis to Revelation. 
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Lesson #5, Cont’d. - Abraham to Moses 
 
Genesis 14 
 Read this chapter together.  Note the importance of verses 18-20.  
 Melchizedek’s name becomes increasingly significant in New Testament 
 references, and this meeting with Abram has special meaning, which we 
 shall discuss in a later lesson.  “Melchi” means “king and “Zedek” means 
 righteousness.  Melchizedek was King of Salem (Salem means “peace” 
 and is the ancient name for the city of Jerusalem). 
 
Genesis 15:3-6 
 God declares in these verses that He would give Abram a son and heir, and 
 reiterates His promise of innumerable descendants. 
 
Genesis 17:4-11 
 These verses again indicate that Abram was going to be “a father of many 
 nations.”  For this reason, his name was changed from Abram (exalted 
 father) to Abraham (father of a great multitude).  The rite of circumcision 
 was given to indicate a personal dedication to God and a separation from 
 sin.  In a wider sense it stands as a type signifying Israel’s separation from 
 the surrounding nations. 
 
Genesis 18, 19 and 20 
 Read these chapters together and discuss their importance in relation to 
 Abraham. 
 
Genesis 21 
 In this chapter the birth of Isaac, the son of promise, is recorded. 
 
Genesis 22:1-18 
 Verses 1-18 should be read to the student.  “Tempt” here means “tested.”  
 It is interesting to note the typical significance of this episode.  The 
 sacrifice of Isaac was to take place in the same range of hills on which 
 Christ died.  Isaac carried the wood for his sacrifice - Christ carried His 
 cross. 
 
 Abraham realized that in his seed all mankind would be blessed, and 
 understood the significance of the sacrificial lamb.  With complete faith in 
 God, and looking ahead to Christ, he answers Isaac, “God will provide 
 himself a lamb.” 
 
 Verse 9 shows how Isaac submits to Abraham as Christ submitted to his 
 Father’s will. 
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Lesson #17, Cont’d. - God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
 
Bible scholars to be a spurious addition, upon closer reading it is seen to give 
very little actual support in proving the main Trinitarian claims of a Triune 
God of three co-equal, co-eternal and indivisible persons.  For any such 
ambiguous passage which might be advanced as even slightly countenancing 
Trinitarian beliefs there are a number of passages that emphatically teach the 
supremacy and eternal unity of God the Father Almighty. 
 
As already mentioned, the Athanasian Creed readily admits the 
incomprehensibility of the basic personages in its Trinity, and those who have 
inherited strong and sincere beliefs in the Trinity usually become very involved 
in its complexity when trying to explain their beliefs.  There are many 
variations in the actual understanding of details of it by different individuals 
even in one Church. 

 
A good reference book to use when discussing the Trinity is 
Thomas Williams’ The Great Salvation. 
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Lesson #17, Cont’d. - God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
 
officially called ‘God of Gods and Very God of Very God’ by the Church, but 
still the word Trinity was not used or the Holy Spirit called God.  The 
Athanasian Creed, still in some Prayer Books, is little used but officially 
accepted by many churches.  This Creed probably dates back to the fifth 
century after Christ, and was named after Athanasius because it so positively 
supports his teaching.  This Creed describes the persons and form of the Trinity 
in detail, but in actual fact is about as ‘incomprehensible’ as the Creed itself 
claims the persons of the so-called ‘Godhead’ to be.  It does, however, 
presumptuously claim that without a belief of the dogma no one can be saved; 
in direct conflict with Christ’s own clear statement that ‘It is life eternal to 
KNOW the ONLY true God and Jesus Christ sent by Him.’ 
 
So influential had the Catholic Church become in those early centuries it was 
made a State crime to profess or teach against the Trinity.  This law continued 
even in England until the 18th century.  It was, therefore, an unscriptural 
dogma literally forced upon those who wished to continue their Church 
membership. 
 
Most Christians today are totally unaware of the violent opposition to the 
doctrine of the Trinity which continued for centuries.  We have, therefore, 
included a greatly abbreviated outline of relevant information.  Many people 
take the idea of the Trinity for granted without stopping to wonder what the 
true Bible teaching is.  Many readily agree with the simple Bible statements 
when they are presented to them.  Most are truly surprised to find that the word 
‘Trinity,’ ‘Triune’ or any similar word or phrase does not occur even once 
anywhere in the Bible.  Nor are the titles ‘God the Son’ or ‘God the Holy 
Ghost’ to be found anywhere in its pages.  This alone should provide strong 
evidence that it is not a true Bible teaching. 
 
It is obvious that some passages of scripture can be made to appear to support 
almost any view if separated from the Bible’s overall teaching.  Those who 
claim to believe in a Trinity almost always point to the passage in Luke 3:21-
22 (and in other Gospel records) which describes Christ’s baptism.  This 
Gospel narrative speaks of the Holy Spirit descending in dove-like form upon 
Jesus, and a voice being heard saying “Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am 
well pleased.”  This is claimed to be clear Bible evidence of the existence of 
the Trinity because it describes three separate entities.  No suggestion is made 
in the record of three co-equal, co-eternal persons and certainly neither Christ 
nor the Holy Spirit is referred to as God.  There is, however, one passage 
which may seem at first sight to support the idea of three gods.  It is found in I 
John 5:7.  Compare the King James’ with the Revised Standard Version or any 
other modern version.  Even if, however, it was not readily acknowledged by 
all 
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Lesson #5, Cont’d. - Abraham to Moses 
 
 Verses 10-18 show that Abraham would have completed the act if God 
 had  not intervened.  God, upon this demonstration of Abraham’s faith, 
 accepted Abraham’s action as the equivalent to the actual sacrifice of his 
 son, and once again renews His promise. 
 
Genesis 23 
 This chapter gives the account of Sarah’s death and the details of the 
 purchase of a place of burial.  It might be interesting to mention that 
 Abraham insisted on paying for a piece of ground in the land which God 
 had  promised him. 
 
Genesis 24 
 This verse describes the importance, in Abraham’s eyes, of choosing a 
 wife from his own people suitable for Isaac. 
 
Genesis 25 
 This chapter records the death of Abraham.  Again, it is interesting to note 
 that he was buried in the cave of Machpelah, the only land that he really 
 possessed in his lifetime.  This was in the country that God had promised 
 to give him for an everlasting possession. 
 
Genesis 25:20 
 The record of Isaac’s life is brief compared with Abraham’s and Jacob’s.  
 We soon come to the account of the birth of Isaac’s two sons by Rebekah.  
 As in the case of Eve’s sons, Cain and Abel, the individual characteristics 
 of Esau and Jacob were quickly apparent.  Esau showed a disregard for 
 God’s way, his own birthright, and the promises.  Jacob was ready to 
 conform with God’s will in every way.  The birthright, embracing as it did 
 the promises  God had made to Abraham and Isaac, was lightly esteemed 
 by Esau, as described in verses 29-35. 
 
Genesis 26 
 In verses 23-24, we have a striking confirmation of the promises made to 
 Abraham specifically including Isaac in the blessing.  The choice of Hittite 
 wives by Esau is recorded in verse 34, and is an example of the instability 
 of Esau’s character and his disregard of God’s will.  Here again we have 
 history repeating itself, “the sons of God saw the daughters of men that 
 they were fair, and they took them wives of all which they chose” (Gen. 
 6:2). 
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Lesson #5, Cont’d. - Abraham to Moses 
 

Jacob 
 
Genesis 27 
 This chapter describes the deception of Isaac and the transfer of the 
 birthright to Jacob. 
 
Genesis 28 
 This chapter describes Jacob’s journey to Padan-aram to the house of 
 Bethuel to find a wife in the family of Laban.  The promises made by God 
 to Abraham and Isaac were also made to Jacob.  Identical wording is used. 
 
Genesis 29 through 37 
 These chapters describe Jacob’s experiences working for Laban, his return 
 to Canaan and his reunion with Esau. 
 

Joseph 
 
Genesis 37 through 50 
 In these chapters we have the story of Joseph.  These chapters are 
 important because they mark a significant step in the development of the 
 Hebrew race.  From the seventy souls that went down into Egypt, there 
 grew a people so numerous that the Egyptians considered them a threat to 
 their kingdom.  The dramatic events related in the story of Joseph make 
 one of the most interesting sections of the entire Bible. 
 
 Particular emphasis should be placed on Gen. 49:8.  Once again we pick 
 up the Central Theme in the selection of the tribe of Judah from which the 
 ruler of God’s Kingdom would come.  Verse 24 in chapter 50 is also very 
 important because it stresses the significance of the promises made to 
 Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Moses would later appeal to his enslaved 
 people on the authority of these promises, “the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
 Jacob hath sent me.” 
 
Conclusion 
 It is important to discuss the historical portion of this lesson by calling 
 attention to the drama that can be found.  A convincing point can be made 
 in connection with Joseph’s instructions concerning his bones (Gen. 
 50:25).  Why have bones any importance?  At his death, Joseph’s coffin 
 lies in state in Egypt.  At a much later date there came the time of crisis.  
 Who at this time would remember Joseph’s bones when the nation in dire 
 distress prepares to move out of Egypt? 
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Lesson #17, Cont’d. - God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
 
2 Peter 1:20-21 
 “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
 interpretation.  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of men: 
 but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” 
 (Spirit). 
 
Luke 1:35 
 In this reference we find the expressions ‘Holy Ghost’ (Spirit) and ‘the 
 power of the Highest’ used synonymously.  Incidentally, the word ‘Ghost’ 
 was popular in everyday language when the King James’ Version was 
 translated. 
 
Acts 10:38 
 Here we find Peter explaining Christ’s ability to perform miracles by the 
 Holy Spirit as God’s power. 
 
Luke 4:17-18 
 Continuing this thought, we read of Christ giving his own appraisal of his 
 mission by quoting the prophecy of Isa. 61:1.  One reference uses ‘Ghost’ 
 and the other ‘Spirit’ to describe the same power to heal, etc.  We can 
 confidently say that the true simple teaching of the Bible is (1) that 
 Almighty God, the Creator of heaven and earth, is above all and through 
 all and in us all, absolute in His Unity and in supreme control of the entire 
 universe, (2) that the Holy Spirit is the power of the Highest by means of 
 which God Almighty operates in all things, directly or through Jesus 
Christ  and the apostles, and (3) that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, begotten 
by  the Father by means of the Holy Spirit and in all things made like unto his 
 brethren.  That following Christ’s crucifixion, death and resurrection he 
 ascended into heaven, and awaits God’s appointed time to return to the 
 earth to set up the Kingdom of God. 
 
Unfortunately, soon after the time of the apostles’ ministry, man began to 
formulate more complicated views concerning Christ’s nature and his 
relationship to God his Father, but beyond what was written by inspiration of 
God.  As a result a totally different concept of God as a trinity gradually 
evolved, amidst much opposition, during the first three hundred years 
following Christ’s ascension.  The bitter contention, great controversy and 
strife continued for centuries, in fact, part of the original difference of views 
concerning the Holy Spirit in relation to God and Jesus Christ still divides the 
Roman Catholic Church from the Eastern Orthodox Church.  The earliest 
known ‘Creed,’ called the Apostles’ Creed, dates from about the second 
century, and gives no hint of the Trinitarian idea.  At the Council of Nicea (325 
A.D.) Christ was first 
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Lesson #17, Cont’d. - God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
 
Mark 13:32 
 ...that day and that hour knoweth no man, no not the angels which are in 
 heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.  This same principle is seen in 
 Paul’s far-seeing prediction about the relationship of Christ to God at the 
 END of the Millennium. 
 
I Corinthians 15:24-28 
 Paul clearly points out that it is God’s superiority which will eventually 
put  all things under Christ’s control, and after that ‘then shall the Son also 
 himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be 
 all in all.’ 
 
 It was because God so loved the world, and because of the plan God had 
 for man upon the earth from the very beginning, that He sent Jesus to 
 manifest or make clear to us His Own Divine attributes.  Jesus did this so 
 perfectly that he could say ‘he that hath seen me, hath seen the Father’ 
 (John 14:9).  Obviously Jesus was not the Father for in the same 
 conversation (verse 10) Jesus said, ‘The Father that dwelleth in me, he 
 doeth the works.’  We will now discuss the way in which the Father 
 performs these ‘works.’ 
 

The Holy Spirit 
 
The Bible frequently refers to God’s Spirit or Holy Spirit as the power by 
which God creates and sustains everything we know in the Universe.  Modern 
scientists have discovered that the tiny atoms are composed of units of energy 
forming the basis of all material things.  When the Bible speaks of God’s Spirit 
generally, or, shall we say, in diffusion, it simply calls it Spirit - with or 
without a capital ‘s.’  When, however, reference is made to God’s Power being 
used for a specific purpose, or concentrated - set apart for a special object, it 
usually calls it ‘Holy Spirit’ or ‘Holy Ghost.’  The Greek word translated 
‘Holy’ means ‘set apart or separated.’  Let us refer to some examples in the 
Old and the New Testament. 
 
Psalm 139:1-12 
 Note verse 7, ‘Wither shall I go from thy spirit, or wither shall I flee from 
 thy presence?’ 
 
Psalm 104:24-30 
 Note verse 30, ‘Thou sendest forth thy spirit they are created: and thou 
 renewest the face of the earth.’ 
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Lesson #5, Cont’d. - Abraham to Moses 
 
 Who would carry a coffin when a nation is in flight through a 
 miraculously divided sea?  What importance would be placed upon the 
 bones of a dead leader in 40 bitter years of wandering in the wilderness?  
 Who in a succeeding generation would bring this burden to the land of 
 promise?  In spite of all these questions the obligation was assumed and 
 fulfilled, and Joseph’s bones are finally buried in Shechem.  Was it 
 coincidence when the lots were finally cast for portions in the land that 
 Shechem fell to the tribe of Ephraim?  This was not coincidence, this was 
 design. 
 
 It’s important to understand that Joseph had great faith in the Promises 
 made to Abraham by God. 
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Lesson #6 

In this Lesson we must drastically condense the available material.  Whole 
chapters should be covered by referring only to the highlights suggested below.  
The Exodus of the Children of Israel, their extensive wanderings and their 
eventual organization into a nation at Sinai form a very interesting and 
absorbing study. 

Genesis 15:13-14 
 These verses contain the basis for the hope with which Moses inspired the 
 enslaved Israelites.  Abram was called in 1921 B.C.  The Exodus took 
 place in 1491 B.C., 430 years later.  Proof of the fulfillment of the 
 prophecy in verse 13 is found in Exodus 12:40-41.  The prophecy in verse 
 14 was also literally fulfilled (see Exodus 3:22).  Further reference 
 material can be found in Elpis Israel, page 291. 
 
Genesis 50:20-26 
 Joseph’s dying words emphasize his complete faith in Israel’s deliverance.  
 His insistence on an oath that they would carry his bones to the land of 
 promise has important implications.  It shows his knowledge of God’s 
 promise to Abraham, as well as the prophecy concerning Israel’s 
 enslavement and later deliverance (see Heb. 11:22).  Joseph’s remains did 
 eventually rest in the land of promise. 
 
Exodus 1 (Historical Period - 1716 B.C.) 
 Verse 7 describes the cause of oppression: Israel is prolific, prosperous 
 and powerful.  The land of Goshen obviously would soon be too small to 
 contain the growing Hebrew race. 
 Verses 8-16 show how the prophetical 400 years were coming to an end.  
 A new Pharaoh, from the old native Egyptian stock, rises to power.  He 
 afflicted Israel by forced labor, and to prevent their increase decreed that 
 all newborn makes be put to death (1573 B.C.). 
 
Exodus 2 
 Verse 1 tells of Moses coming from the tribe of Levi. 
 Verse 2-10: Birth of Moses, 1571 B.C.  Moses as a baby was miraculously 
 saved.  He later became the promised deliverer. 
 Verse 12-15: Exile of Moses, 1531 B.C.  An interesting way to divide the 
 life of Moses: He was 40 years old when he first left Egypt; he  
 returned 40 years later and led God’s people out of Egypt.  He lived 40 
 years after the Exodus.  He died 120 years of age. 
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Lesson #17, Cont’d. - God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
 
 to support by individual Bible quotations, but the Scripture abounds with 
 confirming references, some of which have already been given. 
 

Jesus Christ 
 
The passage quoted earlier from Acts 17 spoke of God’s ‘appointed’ day and 
the ‘MAN’ God had ‘ordained’ to judge the world in righteousness.  This 
refers, of course, to Jesus Christ, variously named ‘Son of God,’ ‘Son of man,’ 
Messiah, etc.  The Bible frequently speaks of Jesus as ‘the man Christ Jesus’ (I 
Tim. 2:5), ‘this man’ (Heb. 10:12), or ‘a man approved of God’ (Acts 2:22).  It 
says he was in all things made like unto his brethren (Heb. 2:17) and that he 
was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin (Heb. 4:15).  The 
outstanding greatness of Christ is shown in his sinless character. 
 
I Peter 2:22-23 
 Who did no sin... 
 
Hebrews 7:26 
 Holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners. 
 
I John 3:5 
 In him is no sin. 
 
 The Bible frequently speaks of Christ as ‘Son of God’ or as ‘God’s Son’ 
or  ‘God’s beloved son.’  Incidentally, the Bible never once refers to Christ as 
 ‘God the Son.’  Christ’s special virtue of always doing His Father’s will, 
 and of recognizing his absolute dependence upon God his Father, gives the 
 reason for God’s unqualified approval of Christ, ‘This is my beloved Son 
 in whom I am well pleased’ (Matt. 3:17).  Only to Christ was this ever 
 said. 
 
John 5:30 
 I can of mine own self do nothing. 
 
John 14:10 
 ...but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 
 
John 14:28 
 My Father is greater than I.  Jesus also disclaimed knowing all things. 
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Lesson #17, Cont’d. - God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
 
Deuteronomy 6:4 
 “Hear O Israel; the Lord our God is ONE Lord.”  That Jesus himself 
 understood this vital fact can be seen from... 
 
Mark 12:29 
 Here, as the first of all commandments, Jesus repeats the exact words of 
 Moses just quoted above.  Note the thoughtful carefully considered answer 
 of the scribe in the 32nd verse, “Well, Master thou hast said THE TRUTH 
 for there IS ONE GOD; and there is NONE OTHER BUT HE.”  The 
 earliest Christian writings show the Apostles understood this in the same 
 way. 
 
Ephesians 4:5-6 
 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above 
 all, and through all, and in you all.  Note there are not exceptions to ‘all.’ 
 
I Timothy 2:4-5 
 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man 
 Christ Jesus.  We should always keep these explicit statements clearly in 
 mind, for they are so straight forward and simple to understand.  Any 
 complications arise from men’s endeavors to elaborate upon them.  If we 
 inquire how the first Christians tried to explain God to non-Jewish people, 
 we can read exactly what Paul said to an audience of learned Greeks. 
 
Acts 17:24-26 
 Again there is nothing complicated in what Paul said. 
 
I Timothy 1:17 
 “Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be 
 honor and glory for ever and ever. 
 
I Timothy 6:15-16 
 “...the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; 
 who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can 
 approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see; to whom be honor 
 and power everlasting.” 
 
Isaiah 45:18 
 “...I am the Lord; and there is NONE else.”  This last quotation again 
 indicates that God had a definite purpose in creating the earth ‘he created 
it  not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited.’  The many attributes of God, His 
 love, mercy, wisdom, longsuffering, righteousness, etc., are too numerous 
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Lesson #6, Cont’d. - Moses, Exodus and The Law 
 
Exodus 3 
 This whole chapter is so important that it should all be considered.  Moses 
 dwells in Midian, in the vicinity of Sinai, the place where he would later
 bring the Children of Israel to receive the Law.  Special attention should 
be  given to verses 14-16. 
 
Exodus 4 
 The important point in Exodus 4 is the miraculous power that was invested 
 in Moses, to show the authority of his mission, both to his own people and 
 to Pharaoh.  Also discussed is the meeting of Moses and Aaron (verse 27) 
 and the acceptance of Moses by the Children of Israel (verse 31). 
 
Exodus 5 
 Moses and Aaron bring the command of the Lord to Pharaoh, “Let my 
 people go.”  Pharaoh answers by increasing the work load of the Hebrews. 
 
Exodus 6:1-13 
 God reiterates His intention to deliver His people, and encourages Moses 
 by referring again to the promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 
Exodus 7 
 This chapter describes God’s judgment upon Egypt in the form of ten 
 plagues.  Details of these plagues are given in chapters 7-12. 

Discuss the 10 Plagues and note how they struck at the very 
root of Egyptian religious beliefs.  For example, the Nile 
river was economically the life of their country - it was also 
their god.  The frog was the chief diety of upper Egypt, etc.  

 The plagues demonstrated the superiority of the One God of the Hebrew 
 slave people, over the many gods of their Egyptian taskmasters.  Each 
 plague successively weakened the morale of Pharaoh and his people, and 
 gave added prestige and encouragement to the Israelites.  The plagues 
 were climaxed by the death of the firstborn of every living creature, man 
 and beast in Egypt.  Only the children of Israel in the land of Goshen 
 escaped. 
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Lesson #6, Cont’d. - Moses, Exodus and The Law 
 
Exodus 12 
 This chapter is of particular importance in providing the details concerning 
 the Passover.  The Passover was a type of Christ’s Sacrifice represented by 
 the lamb, and by the blood on the door posts of the Hebrew dwellings.  
 This connection is supported in I Cor. 5:7-8. 
 
Exodus 13 (The Exodus - 1491 B.C.) 
 Verse 19 is a point of interest.  Moses fulfills Israel’s obligation regarding 
 Joseph’s bones. 
 
Exodus 14 
 Verse 4 discusses God’s declaration, “I will be honored.”  This is a 
 fundamental principle in the relationship between God and man. 
  
 Verse 21 describes the events in connection with the crossing of the Red 
 Sea.  This even was so dramatic that it became a historic landmark 
 demonstrating God’s power to save to the uttermost (Psa. 78:13; Acts 
 7:36). 
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Lesson #17 

Of all the subjects we have studied, this surely should be approached with the 
utmost reverence. 
 
To know for certain that there is a God, to know of His interest in us, and to 
know of His Plan for the future are truly the basic facts of all human 
knowledge.  They give to our lives meaning and hope. 
 
We all know there are many and varied ideas throughout the world about God 
and many different beliefs about His personality and relationship to men and 
women.  The only reliable place, however, from which to learn the truth about 
anything concerning God is in the Bible.  We shall begin our study with a few 
clear statements from it to see how simple its teaching really is on this 
important subject, if we allow it to speak for itself. 

John 17:3 
 Jesus in speaking with His Father said, “This is life eternal, that they might 
 know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.” 
 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 
 “Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom...let him 
 that glorieth, glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I 
am  the Lord which exercise loving kindness, judgment, and righteousness in 
 the earth.” 
 
Hosea 6:6 
 “For I desired mercy and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more 
 than burnt offerings.”  These passages clearly show that God expects us to 
 know Him, and to learn all we can about Him.  From earliest times the 
 outstanding feature of the Hebrew religion has been its unqualified belief 
 in ONE God in unity, as distinct from the many different gods of the 
 nations with whom they were in bondage from time to time.  One of the 
 earliest statements about God in the Bible says... 
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Further considerations on The Times of the Gentiles, cont’d. 
 
conversion of Europe to Catholicism became an important factor in the growth 
and power of the Apostate Church. 

Time Description 

607 
A.D. 

The decree of Phocas (Emperor in Constantinople) made the 
Bishop of Rome the head of all the churches of the Empire and 
placed the power of the state behind the church eliminating all 
religious rivalry. 

610 
A.D. 

Mohammed appears upon the political scene.  Begins teaching 
his religious views in Arabia. 

1093 
A.D. 

The Catholic Church concerns itself with the Holy Land.  
Religious interest in Palestine spreads throughout Europe.  Peter 
the Hermit travels through Europe rallying the people to the 
cause of a religious crusade.  The crusaders’ objective was to 
wrest the Holy Land from the infidel and reclaim the holy relics. 

1099 
A.D. - 
1228 
A.D. 

Six crusades took place between these dates.  During this time 
there were practically no Jews in the Holy Land - they were 
scattered throughout the world.  The crusades had but limited 
success and the land eventually was repossessed by the followers 
of Mohammed. 

1521 
A.D. 

The Protestant movement was started by Martin Luther, who 
protested against the many abuses imposed upon the common 
people within the Catholic Church.  This movement gained great 
impetus and was strong enough to cause a break with the Mother 
Church.  The main errors of her unbiblical doctrines, however, 
were still believed and taught by her Protestant daughters.  The 
Scriptures describe the Mother Church as “harlot and a mother 
of harlots” (Rev. 17:5).  From this beginning we have the many 
sects of Christianity found in the world at the present time.  The 
destruction of these apostate systems will be the fulfillment of 
one of the major prophecies at the return of Christ. 

The “times of the Gentiles” are now in their last phase.  The prophetic events 
of the last days will be taken up in Lesson #19, “The End of Gentile Times.” 
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Lesson #6, Cont’d. - Moses, Exodus and The Law 
 

Organization of God’s People Under the Law 
 
Exodus 15 through 18 
 These chapters describe the journey of the Children of Israel from the 
 shores of the Red Sea to Sinai.  In chapter 16 we read of the murmuring of 
 the people and God’s patience with them.  His provision of food in a 
 strange new form caused them to exclaim in wonder, “What is this?”  The 
 word “manna” is derived from this expression.  In the 6th chapter of John, 
 verse 30-35, Jesus shows the significance of manna as the type of the “true 
 bread,” which God has provided for us in the person of His Son. 
 
Exodus 17 
 The highlight in this chapter is the episode where the people murmur 
 against Moses for lack of water.  God commands Moses to smite the rock 
 at Horeb.  He strikes the rock as directed, and water comes forth to satisfy 
 the needs of the people.  In this chapter, Israel meets their first opposition 
 on the journey to Canaan in a battle with Amalek. 
 
Exodus 18 
 Verses 18-24 discuss Jethro’s wise counsel, which induces Moses to begin 
 the organization of his people. 
 
Exodus 19 through 31 
 These chapters outline in detail the Law which was to govern Israel’s 
 political, social, economic and religious life throughout their history.  
 Chapters 19 and 20 are especially interesting describing God’s 
 presentation of the Ten Commandments and the Law.  Emphasis can be 
 placed on verse 5 and 6 of chapter 19.  Chapters 21-31 provide details and 
 specifications for the tabernacle, its furnishings and the priestly functions. 
 
Exodus 32 through 33 
 These chapters describe the idolatry which broke out in the camp during 
 the absence of Moses, and the punishment that followed. 
 
Exodus 34 
 The tables of stone which Moses had broken on his return to the camp are 
 replaced by another set which Moses received on a second ascent to the 
 summit of Mt. Sinai.  Particular emphasis can be given to God’s patient as 
 demonstrated in verses 5-7.  
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Lesson #6, Cont’d. - Moses, Exodus and The Law 
 
Exodus 35 through 40 
 Throughout these chapters we find the information regarding the actual 
 construction of the tabernacle, its contents and details regarding the 
 priest’s garments. 
 
Leviticus 
 The Book of Leviticus is concerned with the function of the Levites, the 
 priests and the offerings connected with the tabernacle worship.  It also 
 describes various rituals, laws and ordinances.  A very brief reference to 
 Leviticus will be all that is necessary at this time. 
 
Numbers 
 The Book of Numbers can be outlined briefly in the following manner: 
 The Israelites moved from the vicinity of Sinai and took up their journey 
to  the borders of the Holy Land.  The twelve spies searched out the land and 
 their discouraging report caused the people to murmur.  For this reason, 
 the Israelites were prevented from entering the land.  They are forced to 
 wander for 40 years in the wilderness until that particular generation 
 passed away. 
 
Numbers 20 
 This chapter contains an important episode.  Note Israel’s provocation of 
 Moses and the disastrous consequences it brought about. 
 
 Verse 12 shows how Moses loses his opportunity to lead God’s people 
into  the Holy Land. 
 
Numbers 21 
 We have the opportunity to mention here an event which has prophetical 
 significance.  The description of the circumstances which caused Moses to 
 make a brazen serpent is important when considering the sacrifice of 
 Christ.  Refer to John 3:14-15. 
 
Deuteronomy 34 
 This chapter brings us to the end of Israel’s 40 years wandering in the 
 wilderness.  Moses views the land of promise from the top of Mt. Nebo.  
 He dies in faith, confident that his eyes would once again, under more 
 favorable circumstances, behold the land of promise to Abraham, Isaac 
 and Jacob.  This 34th chapter, in all probability, must have been written by 
 Joshua as it is an account of Moses’ death.  The children of Israel now 
 stand on the banks of the Jordan with a new leader, Joshua (who is a type 
 of Christ).  He will lead them into the Holy Land. 
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Further considerations on The Times of the Gentiles, cont’d. 
 
the appearance of a Messiah to restore the political and religious prestige of 
their nation.  From the end of the first century the Christian community was 
predominantly Gentile.  The Jewish fig tree was now dormant.  Paul foresaw 
this condition and stated “Seeing ye put it from you (the Gospel), and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles” (Acts 
13:46). 
 
The historical outline of the times of the Gentiles is prophetically revealed in 
the book of Revelation.  The events start with the year 96 A.D. and move 
through history to the prophetic consummation of all things.  From 96 A.D. 
rapid changes took place in the Christian community, severe persecution under 
Pagan emperors harassed the followers of Christ, but the growth of the 
movement was continuous and finally was climaxed by the conversion of the 
Roman emperor. 

Time 
Period 

Description 

306 A.D. Constantine made emperor; champions the cause of Christianity. 

319 A.D. Gives exemption from taxes to all Christian officials, and forbids 
heathen sacrifices. 

321 A.D. Issues an edict forbidding all work on Sunday. 

323 A.D. Church and State virtually combined.  Licinius, his last political 
rival, overcome in battle. 

324 A.D. Adopts Christianity as the religion of the empire.  Removes seat 
of government to his new capital (Constantinople). 

337 A.D. Baptized just prior to his death. 

 
Constantine - First Christian Emperor  

The Christian Church (so called) now growing in power, sends missionaries 
throughout the Roman Empire.  It is interesting to note that representatives 
from England and France attended the council of Nicea in 325 A.D.  Shortly 
after this date the Roman Empire began to disintegrate and the mixed “Iron and 
Clay” period emerged from its ruins.  The church was strengthened by this 
transition.  Barbarians embraced Christianity and after the 4th century the 
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Lesson #16, Cont’d. - The Times of the Gentiles 
 
Luke 21:25-32 
 Verse 25 - The recent spectacular developments in space technology may 
 suggest consideration of man-made satellites, planetary probes, etc., as the 
 fulfillment of Christ’s words.  Prophetical precedent, however, as 
 demonstrated in Ezekiel 32:7-9 indicates disturbed conditions in the ruling 
 powers of State and Religion.  Notice how the reference to celestial signs 
 is qualified by the phrase ‘distress of nations with perplexity.’  Never 
 before in the history of mankind has there been such world-wide unrest.  
 ‘The sea and the waves roaring’ suggest unrest among the lower masses of 
 the ‘have-not’ population of the world (see Isa. 17:12-14). 
 
 Verses 29-32 describe the fig tree used as a symbol of Israel’s rebirth as a 
 nation.  Jerusalem is no longer ‘trodden down of the Gentiles.’  Verse 31 
 continues “When ye see these things come to pass, know ye the kingdom 
 of God is nigh at hand.”  Matthew and Mark add ‘even at the doors.’  
 Verse 32 declares ‘this generation (the generation that witnesses these 
 things) shall not pass away till all be fulfilled.” 
 
Matthew 24:37 
 This reference gives Christ’s prediction of world-wide moral deterioration 
 - a condition of depravity comparable to the time of Noah before the flood. 
 
Conclusion 
 Matthew, Mark and Luke all emphasize the need for alert watchfulness, 
 and  say ‘Blessed is that servant whom the Lord when he cometh shall find 
 so doing.’  How blessed we are to have the privilege of knowing about 
 these things, and especially to be able to see them taking place in our day 
 — exactly as prophesied. 

Further Consideration on The Times of the Gentiles 
 
In the year 70 A.D. the Roman army under Titus took the city of Jerusalem.  
Those who were aware of Jesus’ prediction in the Mt. Olivet prophecy escaped 
from the city.  A point of interest in connection with the captivity is the Arch 
of Titus in Rome which depicts the Jewish captives carrying the seven 
branched lampstand, plundered from the temple, as a Roman trophy.  The 
Roman conquest brought an end to the Jewish state and it became, politically 
speaking, the symbolic “dry bones” of the 37th chapter of Ezekiel.  It was now 
impossible to keep the rituals of the Mosaic Law in a temple.  From this time 
on the synagogue presided over by a Rabbi, took the place of the Temple and 
the priest.  The great hope of the Jew from that time to the present, has been for 
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Lesson #7 

Deuteronomy 31:14-23 
 These verses introduce us to the circumstances under which Joshua is 
 commissioned to lead Israel into the Holy Land.  They also anticipate 
 Israel’s unfaithfulness in breaking God’s covenant. 
 
Deuteronomy 34:9 
 In this verse we are given Joshua’s qualifications for leadership.  It seems 
 quite fitting that in verses 10-12 there should be a testimonial to the 
 qualities of leadership in Moses the great Prophet whom the Lord knew 
 face to face.  Refer to Ex. 33:17-23 and Num. 12:7-8. 
 
Joshua 1:1-6 
 The Hebrew translation of the name Joshua is “Jah Saves.”  This was 
 Jesus’ Hebrew name.  The Greek “Jesus” being equivalent to the Hebrew 
 Joshua.  The introduction to this book takes the form of a commission to 
 Joshua to lead his people from the wilderness to their inheritance in the 
 land. 
 
 Verse 6 is a partial fulfillment of the promise made to Abraham.  The 
 Abrahamic covenant was unconditional but the promise of a continuance
  of God’s blessing to Israel in the land was conditional. 
 
Acts 7:2-5 
 We use this reference to show that the unfaithfulness of Israel did not 
 invalidate the promises made to Abraham. 

We are now entering a new phase in the development of God’s Plan.  Moses, 
the great leader and law giver, is required to relinquish his command because 
of his disobedience at Meribah.  God chooses Joshua to lead his people into the 
land of promise.  The history of the Conquest of Canaan and the period of the 
Judges is a story of the ebb and flow of the fortunes of Israel in their repeated 
rebellion and repentance.  This lesson is a remarkable demonstration of God’s 
long suffering and mercy. 

A Bible atlas will be especially helpful here in illustrating 
the division of the land among the tribes. 
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Lesson #7, Cont’d. - Joshua, The Conquest of Canaan, Judges 
 
Hebrews 4:7-9 
 The writer to the Hebrews specifically states “the rest” that Israel received 
 under Joshua’s administration was not “the rest” God had in mind in the 
 promise made to Abraham.  Joshua did not give the people the rest of the 
 Seventh Day.  It is yet to come, for David, many years later, spoke in 
 anticipation of it.  This chapter emphasizes the true rest that will take place 
 under a greater Joshua - Jesus. 
 
Joshua 2 
 This chapter should be briefly outlined.  It is important to note that the 
 period of the conquest of Canaan took nearly ten years. 
 
Joshua 3:14-17 
 This chapter describes the crossing of the Jordan River and the entrance 
 into the land.  A point of interest is found in verses 14-17 where, in spite 
of  flood conditions which always took place at harvest time, the people 
 passed over on dry ground.  This was a repetition on a smaller scale of the 
 crossing of the Red Sea.  It is remarkable that Israel’s journey started with 
 a crossing through water on dry ground and terminated in the same 
 manner. 
 
Joshua 6 
 The first victory came with the fall of Jericho.  The organization and 
 restraint of God’s people during the siege of Jericho is a marvelous lesson 
 in obedience and faith. 
 
Joshua 7 through 13 
 It is helpful with these chapters to use an atlas to illustrate Joshua’s 
 campaigns throughout the land of promise. 
 
Joshua 14 
 One interesting observation in connection with this chapter is that the land 
 that was divided by lot fits exactly in the pattern of the prophecy that 
Jacob  gave to his sons (Gen. 49). 
  
Joshua 24:29 
 This verse records the death of Joshua.  His life was an outstanding 
 example of faithful dedication to God’s laws.  In verse 32 we find the 
 record of the burial of the bones of Joseph.  When we follow the narration 
 we marvel at the circumstances under which each step of the journey 
 brought Joseph’s remains closer to his final resting place.  His burial took 
 place in the parcel of ground which Jacob had previously purchased from 
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Lesson #16, Cont’d. - The Times of the Gentiles 
 
 In the rest of this chapter Jesus goes into the details concerning the end of 
 the Jewish age and also gives the disciples a projection in prophecy to the 
 end of the “times of the Gentiles.” 
 
Luke 21:6-38 
 Verse 12 - Both Mark and Luke record Christ’s prediction that a period of 
 persecution would follow for those who preached the Gospel.  Mark 
13:10,  however, says, “the Gospel must first be published among all 
nations.”   This is also stated in Matt. 24:14 which adds “then shall the 
end come.” 
 
 Verses 20-24 specifically refer to the destruction of Jerusalem, and its 
 continued desolation ‘until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.’  Fulfilled 
 means ‘filled up full’ and predicts the end of Gentile domination.  Remind 
 the student of the link here between this “until” and the “until” reference 
in  Lesson #1 (Acts 3:21) “whom the heavens must receive until, etc.”  This 
 shows the inter-relation of God’s Time-table.  That part of the Mt. Olivet 
 prophecy relating to the destruction of Jerusalem took place exactly as 
 predicted.  Many of the first century Christians, therefore, expected the 
 remainder of Christ’s prophesies regarding his second coming and the 
 establishment of his kingdom to follow almost at once.  For instance, soon 
 after his resurrection, his disciples asked Jesus if he would ‘at this time 
 restore again the kingdom to Israel’ (Acts 1:6).  Paul endeavored to dispel 
 this misconception, and appealed to their ‘patient continuance in well 
 doing.’ 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 
 Paul by inspiration foresaw that the very success of preaching the gospel 
 would also bring the power to corrupt it.  As paganism gradually gave way 
 to Christianity the power of the Catholic Church steadily increased.  It 
 eventually claimed the authority to control religion and state, and to crown 
 and depose kings, as well as to appoint Popes and Bishops.  Teachings 
 completely without Bible foundation or support crept into church doctrine 
 and creeds.  The apostasy Paul had predicted became an established fact.  
 A reference to the Chart at this point would be helpful to show the 
 development of the Catholic and Protestant movements.  As time 
 progressed great advances in education and public welfare took place.  In 
 spite of violent opposition to the open Bible in the language of the people, 
 the Word of God was miraculously preserved for our unhindered study 
 today. 
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In previous lessons we have passed through three major phases of world 
history, depicted as the upper part of the metallic image Nebuchadnezzar 
beheld in a dream (Daniel 2).  The Gold, Silver and Brass sections indicated 
the successive empires of Babylonia, Medo-Persia and Greece.  We 
shall now consider the period represented by the lower part of the 
image — the legs of iron and the feet part of iron and part of clay.  
As you will remember, the ‘legs of iron’ represented the period of 
Roman domination, during part of which Christ lived.  From then 
on the solid strength of iron gradually deteriorated into an unstable 
mixture of iron mixed with miry (muddy) clay - a condition very 
characteristic of world conditions in which we live today.  Christ’s 
prophecy given at Mount Olivet, which we are about to consider, 
describes in more detail these ‘times of the Gentiles.’ 
 
At the end of Christ’s 3 1/2 year ministry, he went to Jerusalem to 
keep the Passover Feast.  He had previously explained to his disciples what 
would happen to him there (Matt. 16-21).  But they seemed unable to believe it 
could possibly occur.  They expressed their anxious concern for his welfare 
and safety, but vowed they would stand by him to the end.  We begin our 

Lesson #16 

Matthew 24:1-3 
 In verse 1 when comparing the records of this incident in Matthew 24, 
 Mark 13 and Luke 21 it is clear the disciples were impressed by the 
 massive structure of the Temple.  It seemed to suggest to them 
permanence  and stability, not only of the Temple, but possibly the Jewish 
order of  things as well. 
 
 Verses 2-3 describes how quickly Christ dispelled their ideas of 
 permanence, and prophesied in no uncertain terms that the Temple would 
 be entirely demolished - “not one stone upon another” would be left.  This 
 must have been very hard for them to believe and it seriously disturbed the 
 disciples.  They naturally asked the logical questions “When?” and “What 
 signs?”  The fact that they spoke so positively about Christ’s second 
 coming - ‘the sign of thy coming and the end of the world’ definitely 
 suggests Christ must have gone into greater detail than verse 2 records.  
 The Greek word ‘aion’ here translated ‘world’ means ‘a period of time,’ 
 and is sometimes translated ‘age.’  For example, we ourselves speak of the 
 ‘stone age’ the ‘middle ages,’ etc.  In contrast to aion (end of age) see 
 Eccl. 1:4, “the earth abideth for ever.” 
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 the people of the land.  Surely it was not coincidence but design that the 
lot  of inheritance fell to the children of Joseph. 
 
Judges 1 
 The Book of the Judges covers approximately 400 years.  When Israel 
 inherited the land it was divided among the tribes by lot.  There was no 
 capital city and no central government.  Some of the tribes became 
isolated  and there was little communication between them. 
 
 During the time of Joshua, Israel was faithful to God, but later there was a 
 falling away to idolatry.  God punished them through raids and warfare 
 with the surrounding nations.  There were times when one portion of the 
 land might be secure and at peace, while another area might be invaded 
 and at war.  The Judges were raised up by God to rescue them when they 
 repented of their transgressions.  Israel’s history in this period swings like 
 a pendulum between unfaithfulness and repentance. 
 
 It is interesting to note that the Judges were not selected from any 
 particular tribe, but came from several tribes and different walks of life.  
 God chose them to meet the requirements of particular circumstances.  
 Outstanding examples are Samson and Gideon.  The administration of the 
 Judges, in some cases, overlap.  There were, in some areas, long periods of 
 peace and prosperity as shown in the Book of Ruth.  The historical record, 
 however, points up the more dramatic parts when certain tribes were under 
 great pressure.  Their deliverance, after repeated provocation, is an 
 amazing demonstration of God’s patience.  It is important to recognize the 
 instability of the tribes during this period and God’s love and concern for 
 His people.  He did not forget the covenant made with the fathers, but 
 brought Israel through this most difficult period. 
 
I Samuel 1 through 7 
 Samuel was the last Judge of Israel and certainly the most influential.  
 These chapters describe his birth and introduction into the house of Eli.  
 After Eli’s death, Samuel took over Eli’s duties.  One of the greatest works 
 that he accomplished was the formation of the School of the Prophets.  He 
 taught selected men the ways and laws of God, and through them erected a 
 bulwark against the spirit of idolatry which was so prevalent in Israel at 
 that time. 
 
 The prophets lived together in the communal life of these great colleges 
 and were held in great respect by the people.  Samuel traveled from school 
 to school residing for a time in the cities and towns in which they were 
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 established.  Some notable centers of education were Bethel, Gilgal, 
 Mizpeh and Ramah.  Use your atlas for a visual aid in locating these cities.  
 The aim of these schools was to influence the political and religious life of 
 the people. 
 
 We leave Samuel here as the strongest personality in Israel, a kingmaker 
 under God’s direction.  We will see his strong influence when we take up 
 our next subject, the Kingdom Period. 
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Acts 8:35-39 
 These verses show still more clearly the basic requirements of knowledge 
 and belief before baptism, and also the manner of baptism - complete 
 immersion - going down into the water - coming up out of the water.  This 
 is confirmed by the very meaning of the word itself - the Greek word 
 ‘baptizo’ meaning to dip or to plunge.  It was a term used by those who 
 dyed fabrics which required complete immersion, resulting in a change to 
 a different color. 
 
Romans 6:1-8 
 These verses should be read with the student - nothing could more clearly 
 explain what the simple act of baptism accomplishes.  Note ‘planted 
 together’ in verse 5.  It should be obvious that the sprinkling of an infant 
 in no way fulfills the requirements of baptism as defined in this chapter.  
 Knowledge, belief and repentance are essential to give meaning to a 
 typical death, burial and resurrection and the complete washing away of 
 former sins. 
 
Galatians 3:26-29 
 These verses draw attention to the wonderful induction into the family of 
 the faithful ones of all ages which occurs at baptism.  Only in this way can 
 we ever become ‘Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise.’ 
 
Ephesians 4:5 
 Paul here speaks of ‘one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
 of us all who is above all, and through all and in us all.”  In chapter 2:18 
 Paul says it is through Christ that we have this access to the Father, and 
 become fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of 
 God.  What more glorious outlook could human beings ever be offered? 
 
 
 



66 

Lesson #15, Cont’d. - The First Century Ecclesia and Baptism 
 
 advantages plus the power of the Holy Spirit enabled the disciples to fulfill 
 Christ’s words “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel.”  By the 
 end of the third century, Christianity dominated the religious scene in the 
 Roman Empire. 
 
Acts 8:12 
 This verse shows us what the first century apostles considered to be the 
 basic requirements for those who would enter the race for life eternal.  
 These were (1) an understanding and belief of ‘the things concerning the 
 Kingdom of God and the Name of Jesus Christ,’ and (2) baptism.  These 
 requirements have never changed.  To understand and believe the things 
 concerning the Kingdom of God one must have a knowledge of God’s 
 Plan and Purpose from the beginning, and of the promises to Abraham, 
 Isaac and Jacob of a land and a seed (which is Christ).  To understand and 
 believe in the name of Jesus Christ (the Anointed) one must have a 
 knowledge of the part Christ played and is still to play in the establishment 
 of that everlasting kingdom, and of his position as our mediator and high 
 priest. 

Baptism 

 
A good reference book to use when discussing baptism is 
Thomas Williams’ The Great Salvation. 

Mark 16:16 
 This reference clearly indicates how important Christ considered baptism 
 to be as an essential part of the way of salvation.  He participated in it 
 himself. 
 
John 3:5 
 Here Christ specifically says, “unless one is born of water,” that is 
 baptized, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God. 
 
Acts 2:37-39 
 That the apostles understood Christ in this way is shown by such verses as 
 these and others.  It indicates also that repentance followed by baptism 
 brings forgiveness of sins. 
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It may be helpful here to do a brief study on the Kings of 
Israel and Judah. 

As we consider the historical period from Saul to Zedekiah it is interesting to 
note how completely the pattern of this period was foretold.  In spite of the 
division that occurred after Solomon’s death, the history of the Kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel run parallel throughout the record of the Kings.  As the 
kingdom period develops, Judah emerges as the pre-eminent tribe and the royal 
line is established in the house of David. 

Acts 15:18 
 This statement applies to every phase of God’s purpose with the earth and 
 mankind.  The principle of foreknowledge concerning the Kingdom of 
 Israel is clearly demonstrated in the following references. 
 
Genesis 49:8-10 
 Shortly before his death, Jacob prophesied concerning the destiny of his 
 family.  Under the patriarchal system Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, would
 have received the birthright and leadership.  However, he was disqualified 
 because of his instability.  Simeon and Levi also were unacceptable 
 because of their cruelty.  Jacob, therefore, bestowed upon Judah, his fourth 
 son, the honor and prestige of leadership.  An interesting point is the 
 reference to the sceptre in anticipation of a king, while as yet the family 
 was only a small group under the patriarchal system. 
 
 Verse 10 has particular significance for it shows that the kingly line in 
 Judah would continue unbroken until Shiloh comes.  There is some 
 uncertainty regarding the word Shiloh.  It is not used again in connection 
 with a person.  However, most authorities consider it a reference to the 
 Messiah.  God had previously promised Abraham that kings would come 
 out of him (Gen. 17:6).  The royal aspect comes into focus in the selection 
 of the tribe of Judah and in the reference to Shiloh. 
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Deuteronomy 17:14-20 
 This is a remarkable prophecy.  God not only foretells Israel’s desire for a 
 king, but also reveals the circumstances that would bring disaster upon the 
 kingdom.  The strength of the king and the prosperity of the kingdom 
 would only come through his obedience to God’s laws.  The blessings that 
 would come from a wise king are described in verses 19 and 20. 
 
I Samuel 8:1-10 
 This chapter gives the events that lead to Israel’s demand for a king.  Note 
 Samuel’s warning in verses 10-18.  History certainly confirms his 
 predictions.  In spite of the people’s repudiation, the Lord listens to their 
 complaints and instructs Samuel to provide them a king. 
 
I Samuel 9 
 Give a brief account of Saul’s appointment.  Note that Saul was a king 
 who fully met all human requirements.  He was head and shoulders above 
 his fellows.  It is obvious that pride in the flesh was the basis of Israel’s 
 appraisal of the qualifications of a king.  It is also obvious from the events 
 that follow, that a satisfactory king would have to be like David, “a man 
 after God’s own heart.”  Another point that is important from a prophetic 
 standpoint is that Saul was from the tribe of Benjamin of which no 
 mention  is made of a royal dynasty. 
 
I Samuel 13:1-4 
 These verses reveal Saul’s instability and the consequences of his 
 presumptuous actions.  In verses 13 and 14, God rejects Saul and 
 announces He will replace him with a man who would be faithful and 
 obedient. 
 
I Samuel 16:7-13 
 This chapter introduces David, the son of Jesse, to us. 
 
 Verse 7 shows the qualifications of the man after God’s own heart. 
 
 Verses 8-14 describe the details concerning the choosing and anointing of 
 David. 
 
I Samuel 18 through 27 
 These chapters describe the conflict between Saul and David. 
 
I Samuel 31 
 This chapter describes Saul’s and Jonathan’s deaths. 
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Acts 2:1-38 
 In Verse 1 it shows that the Pentecost coincided with the Feast of the First 
 Fruits which took place fifty days after the Passover. 
 
 Verses 3-12 show that the cloven tongues seem to signify that the Gospel 
 would be preached in all languages and to all nations.  These verses show 
 Christ’s promise visibly and audibly confirmed. 
 
 Verse 23 enables us, once more, to draw the student’s attention to God’s 
 complete foreknowledge and control of every detail affecting His Plan. 
 
 Verses 37-38 has some asking, “What shall we do?”  This is the moment 
 of truth!  This is the compelling reaction that any individual feels when he, 
 at last, becomes aware of his true position.  He then feels the urgent 
 necessity of becoming a part of God’s Purpose. 
 
Acts 2:41-47 
 The Organization of the Christian Ecclesias.  The followers of Christ were 
 drawn into communal groups by their beliefs and shared all they possessed 
 with one another.  From these groups Ecclesias were formed which 
 functioned very much as our own Ecclesias do today. 
 
Acts 6:7 
 The Growth of the Christian Church.  The appeal of the Gospel reached 
 into all the levels of Jewish society and attracted even a large number of 
 priests.  It is possible that from this group came those whose endeavors to 
 reconcile the Law and Christianity caused so much conflict in the first 
 Century Ecclesia. 
 
Acts 8:1 
 Stephen’s martyrdom resulted in an intensified persecution which caused 
 the early ecclesia to become widely scattered.  Under these conditions the 
 missionary movement began. 
 
Acts 11:19-21 
 These verses further indicate the way in which, urged on by the Holy 
 Spirit, the movement developed.  “And the hand of the Lord was with 
 them.”  An important factor in the spread of Christianity was the freedom 
of  movement provided in the Roman Empire.  Rome built the roads and 
 protected the traveler.  Greek was the universal language and the 
 Septuagint (the Greek version of the scriptures) was available for all to 
 read.  Synagogues existed in even the smallest towns.  All these 
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After Christ’s ascension, a great change took place in the lives and work of the 
disciples.  Following Pentecost the believers organized themselves into a 
Christian community.  Inspired by the Holy Spirit, they proclaimed the 
teachings of Christ, and adopted procedures which became a pattern of worship 
for each new ecclesia or church.  Whenever Gentiles or Jews accepted these 
teachings they were always baptized into Christ and became members of the 
community.  This was the essential initiation into a new way of life.  By this 
they received remission of sins and became heirs of salvation. 

Mark 16:15 
 The great commission “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 
 every creature” was faithfully followed by the disciples. 
 
Acts 1:4-8 
 The time had come for the Master to leave his disciples.  As they were 
 assembled on the Mount of Olives, he gave them final instructions 
 concerning the great work that lay before them. 
  
 Verse 4-5 describe the Holy Spirit as being a source of comfort following 
 Christ’s departure.  Through its power they would feel his presence, and 
 have the strength and confidence to preach the Gospel message even under 
 the most adverse circumstance. 
 
 Verses 6-7 emphasize the expectation of the disciples that the Kingdom of 
 Israel would be restored.  Jesus confirms their hope, but shows that God in 
 His Wisdom had withheld information regarding the exact ‘times and 
 seasons which the Father has fixed by His Own authority’ (R.S.V.).  The 
 Revised Standard Version is helpful here by signifying a definitely fixed 
or  pre-determined date. 
 
 Verse 8 describes a sequence in the development of the missionary 
 movement.  Every advance in the work of preaching the Gospel was 
 controlled and centered around Jerusalem, until the death of Stephen (Acts 
 8:2).  Samaria then received the Gospel and a reluctant Peter was moved 
 by the spirit to journey to Caesarea to make the first Gentile convert to 
 Christ (Acts 10:45).  Finally the conversion of Paul, Christ’s apostle to the 
 Gentiles, gave the missionary movement the impetus it needed to spread 
 the Gospel message throughout Asia Minor, Greece and Rome. 
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II Samuel 2 
 Outlines David’s reign over the house of Judah.  Note the important 
 prophetical connection with David.  Once again the important key word 
 “seed” is seen.  In this covenant with David, we find the promise of the 
 coming Messiah who would sit upon his throne forever.  An excellent 
 reference to prove this seed was Christ and not Solomon is found in Acts 
 13:21-23. 
 
I Kings 2:10-12 
 After a long and prosperous reign, David dies.  The date of his death was 
 approximately 1015 B.C.  Solomon, according to God’s will, becomes his 
 successor. 
 
I Kings 11 
 It is important to outline Solomon’s reign, his earlier wisdom and the 
 follow of his later years.  A reference to Deut. 17:17 is particularly 
 appropriate at this time in connection with the deterioration of Solomon’s 
 character.  The record of his life demonstrated the prophetical accuracy of 
 the Deuteronomy reference.  Because of Solomon’s transgressions, God’s 
 judgment came upon his house.  God decreed that He would divide his 
 Kingdom.  Details can be found in verses 11-13 and 26-43. 
 
 Verse 43 records Solomon’s death. 
 
I Kings 12 
 This chapter explains the circumstances under which the division of the 
 twelve tribes of Israel took place.  Jeroboam, on his return from Egypt, 
 becomes a political power in the northern ten tribes of Israel.  Rehoboam 
is  unable to maintain his authority over these tribes and only Benjamin and 
 Judah remain loyal to him.  The prophecy of Ahijah is fulfilled and a 
 division of the nation takes place. 
 
 In verses 26-27, Jeroboam recognizes a weakness in his hold on the ten 
 tribes.  It was held in great reverence by the entire nation and yearly 
 pilgrimages to the feasts were required.  In order to compete with this 
 strong attraction which would weaken him politically, Jeroboam set up 
two  golden calves, one in Bethel and one in Dan.  He represented these idols to 
 be the gods which had delivered Israel from the land of Egypt.  There were 
 many individuals in the ten tribes who would not accept Jeroboam’s 
 golden calves as a substitute for the temple in Jerusalem.  This was 
 particularly true of the Levites whose priestly function would be 
 supplanted by the new idolatrous priesthood introduced by Jeroboam. 
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 A great migration took place from the northern ten tribes to Judah.  It is 
 significant that the golden calf which had brought God’s judgments upon 
 Israel at Sinai should again become the idolatrous symbol of Jeroboam’s 
 downfall.  The calf was linked with the Egyptian bull worship which was a 
 fertility and strength symbol.  It came out of Egypt with the Israelites and 
it  appeared again out of Egypt with the return of Jeroboam.  The division 
 between Israel and Judah continued throughout their history. 
 
II Kings 18:9-12 
 The history of Israel is one of repeated rebellion against God.  In spite of 
 the prophets who were sent to them, they did not repent.  At last in 710 
 B.C. the Assyrian King Shalmaneser invaded the Northern Kingdom and 
 took the ten tribes of Israel into captivity.  According to the policy of the 
 Assyrian kings, the ten tribes were dispersed throughout the lands and 
 cities of nations subject to Assyrian domination. 
 
Jeremiah 25:11-13 
 The history of Judah has more significance in prophecy.  This is natural 
 because the royal seed was to have its origin in this tribe.  Judah’s history 
 is a succession of good and evil Kings but the deterioration of the 
 Kingdom was steady and continuous.  At last God warns them through the 
 prophets that He will terminate their Kingdom.  One of the most 
significant  prophecies in this connection is found in this reference.  
Jeremiah  prophecies their captivity and their return from Babylon.  
The 70 years of  captivity came to an end exactly as prophesied.  The 
restoration took place  under Zerubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah. 
 
Ezekiel 21:24-27 
 Briefly describe to the student the history of the Kingdom of Judah with 
 particular emphasis on the cause (idolatry) of their downfall.  This 
 prophecy is directed against their last king, Zedekiah, and contains, in the 
 27th verse, a promise of the coming of Messiah, the Shiloh of Genesis 
 49:10. 
 
II Kings 25 
 The prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel are fulfilled. 
 
 Verse 21 describes how the Kingdom is broken up.  Jerusalem is 
 destroyed.  The Jews go into exile.  From this time forward, the only hope 
 of the Jew in captivity would be the promise of restoration and the coming 
 of their Messiah. 
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James 5:15-16 
 We should certainly pray always for there is power in prayer and prayer 
 changes things. 
 
James 4:3 
 This is reasonable and practical advice.  Such an important matter as 
 prayer requires us intelligently to analyze the true motive of every petition, 
 for God knows our thoughts before we put them into words. 
 
Matthew 6:5-13 
 The instructions of our Master in verses 5-8 are very helpful.  They cannot 
 be improved upon.  From verse 9 on Jesus demonstrates this brevity and 
 personal sincerity in a model prayer.  It shows the basic things we should 
 include in our daily prayers.  His first thought is for the meaning and 
 holiness of God’s Memorial Name.  Before we pray, it may be profitable 
 to meditate a moment on the careful preparation required of priests under 
 the Law in their approach to God.  We do well to remember that our 
 approach should also be as carefully considered when we pray to our 
 Heavenly Father through our High Priest, Christ Jesus.  We should explain 
 the significance of each separate petition in Christ’s prayer, and note that 
 they are all linked to God’s Eternal Purpose.  The Kingdom and the Power 
 and the Glory together are the central theme upon which the plan of the 
 ages is based, all of which belong to God. 
 
 The privilege of prayer is one of the greatest blessings we share in Christ.  
 Its power is immeasurable, and we have complete confidence and faith 
that  all things work together for good to those who love God and are called 
 according to His purpose. 
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Study of Prayer 
 
Prayer is the means by which the true believer approaches the One God to offer 
praise and worship, to give thanks and to make supplication, and to seek the 
forgiveness of sins.  Under the Law of Moses the approach to God required a 
complicated procedure with meticulous observance of the sacrificial ritual.  
Our approach is greatly simplified by the wonderful opportunity we share in 
coming to God through Jesus our High Priest.  Prayer must be carefully 
considered, be deeply reverent and always made with conscious awareness of 
the surpassing Holiness of the Eternal.  This part of our Lesson is intended to 
bring the perspective of the Scriptures to bear upon our understanding of this 
very important subject. 

Hebrews 7:25 
 This verse inspires in us confidence in God’s mercy and the ability of 
 Jesus to save those who come to the Father through him. 
 
Romans 8:24-28 
 The need for prayer arises from our dependency upon God.  We realize 
 that He is the Author and Sustainer of all things.  We are aware that all 
 blessings come from Him, and a continuation of them is predicated on 
 obedience of His commandments.  We often fail through weakness to 
meet  the requirement of God’s Laws and fall from His grace.  But these 
verses  make clear to us how intimately the Heavenly Father knows our needs 
and  in His wisdom makes provision for our best interests according to the 
 working of His purpose. 
 
Romans 8:14-18 
 Reference to these verses reveals the marvelous Father and Son 
 relationship that is possible to those who are led by the Spirit.  The word 
 “Abba” is Father in Aramaic — but in a very special intimate sense.  It is a 
 word that is used by a child in addressing its parent and denotes the warm 
 trust and complete confidence that the relationship implies.  This close 
 union fortifies us against all fear, and assures us of God’s loving interest 
 and care both now and in the ages to come, from which union verses 38-39 
 convincingly shows us we can never be separated. 
 
Psalms 103:13-18 
 These verses give further evidence of God’s Fatherly concern for those 
 who fear (reverence) Him.  Knowing our weak frame, God’s sympathetic 
 understanding enables Him to have mercy on us. 
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There are four major prophets in the Old Testament, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
and Daniel.  The Jews considered these the major prophets because of the 
length of their prophetical message.  This is not to infer that the writings of the 
minor prophets were any less important, for they were all inspired by the Holy 
Spirit.  God sent these inspired men to teach Israel the ways of righteousness 
and to warn them of the consequence of violating His laws.  The great sin that 
persisted in the Jewish nation until the Babylonian captivity, was idolatry.  The 
first commandment, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me,” anticipates 
this weakness.  The violation of this law was the direct cause of the downfall of 
the nation.  It is interesting to note that after the reformation under Ezra and 
Nehemiah, idolatry was never again a problem among the Jewish people.  
Jeremiah, Daniel and Ezekiel were contemporary and the times in which they 
prophesied overlap.  Jeremiah prophesied from 626 to 586 B.C., 40 years in 
Jerusalem.  Daniel prophesied from 607 to 534 B.C., 73 years in Babylon.  
Ezekiel prophesied from 592 to 570 B.C., 22 years in Babylon.  The prophesies 
below relate to the captivity of Judah and the promise of Messiah.  These 
Messianic prophesies were the source of hope and encouragement that 
sustained the people during the desolate years of their captivity. 

Amos 3:1-7 
 Verse 7 is the key to the study of Lessons 9 and 10.  Verses 1-2 establish 
 the principle upon which God’s judgments are directed against His people.  
 The second verse, in particular, emphasizes that the Jews were a people 
 who had been chosen exclusively from all the nations of the earth to bear 
 God’s name.  Therefore, God’s honor and dignity were involved in the 
 actions of the children of Israel.  The responsibility for the honor conferred 
 upon them would call for punishment if they profaned His name. 
 
Jeremiah 25:11-12 
 In this reference, Jeremiah prophesies that the Jews would go into exile in 
 Babylon and the duration of their captivity would be 70 years.  This was 
 fulfilled exactly according to the prophecy and will be taken up in detail in 
 our next lesson. 

A good reference book to use is John Thomas’ Exposition of 
Daniel. 
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Jeremiah 23:1-8 
 This portion of Jeremiah’s prophecy presents the Messianic hope to Israel.  
 Verses 5-6 identify the Messiah as a member of David’s royal house, and 
 projects the destiny of the Jewish people at the time when the “branch” 
 shall be their King and the nation shall prosper. 
 
Jeremiah 33:7-9 
 These verses contain the promise of the restoration of Judah and Israel and 
 the cleansing of the nation from their sins.  Verses 14-26 reaffirm the 
 Messianic hope. 
 
Daniel 2 
 Read this wonderful chapter as a clear demonstration of God’s prophetic 
 revelation of history and the importance of Christ “the little stone” in 
 relation to the destiny of mankind. 
 
Luke 20:17 
 In fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy, Christ the “stone which the builders 
 rejected,” is soon to become the ruler over the kingdoms of men.  God will 
 invest him with power to terminate man’s dominion over the kingdoms of 
 the world.  “The kingdoms of this world are to become the kingdoms of 
 our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev. 
 11:15). 
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 teacher usually associated with the term.  The Greek word for 
 schoolmaster indicates a slave who conducted the master’s child daily to a 
 place of learning and took care of him on the way.  The Law of Moses had 
 this objective in directing the participant’s thoughts to a higher level of 
 personal representation, namely the Lord Jesus Christ himself.  It would be 
 necessary for the Jews sooner or later to recognize that this first stage of 
 Christ’s intended purpose was fulfilled in his sacrifice on the cross for the 
 forgiveness of sins. 
 
Hebrews 3:1 
 We are here asked, as ‘part — takers’ of the heavenly calling, to consider 
 the apostle and high priest of our profession - Jesus Christ.  To show the 
 significance and benefits of this consideration is the object of this Lesson. 
 
Hebrews 5 
 It will be helpful to read this chapter with the student.  In chapters 5 and 7 
 we learn almost all we can know about the Order of Melchizedek in 
 relation to Christ’s right to this title.  The sixth verse is a quotation from 
 Psalm 110 which in turn refers to Gen. 14:18-20.  This enables the teacher 
 to explain how this king-priest was an important type of Christ. 
 
Hebrews 7 
 This chapter should also be read with the student.  Verse 3 refers to the 
 Melchizedek priesthood not (as under the Mosaic Law) being selected 
 because of lineal descent, or beginning their priesthood at a specified age 
 and ceasing as priest at another age or at death.  Christ’s death did not end 
 his priesthood, but he ‘abideth a priest continually.’  The superiority of the 
 Melchizedek Order to the Aaronic priesthood is indicated by the tithes 
 paid by Abraham to the Priest-King Melchizedek (verse 9-10). 

A good reference book to use when discussing the subject of 
the Priesthood is Elpis Israel, Part 2, Chapter 5 (section on 
Priesthood of Shiloh) by John Thomas. 

Hebrews 8:1-6 
 These verses clearly indicate how Christ fulfilled each of the priestly 
 functions of the Law of Moses in a higher, more perfect and more 
 meaningful way.  The priesthood of Jesus leads our thoughts quite 
 logically into the subject of prayer and prepares us to take advantage of his 
 ministration on our behalf. 
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A consideration of Christ’s Priesthood as it relates to his servants brings the 
whole study of God’s plan for humanity much closer and makes it mean more 
to each of us.  A study of this subject shows that there is a very intimate 
relationship which only those who know the Lord can share.  If we fulfill the 
requirements of this relationship, Christ is then seen to be our High Priest who 
intercedes for us whenever we approach our Heavenly Father in prayer. 
 
It is easy to substantiate Christ’s right to the titles of Prophet and King.  His 
own accurately fulfilled prophecies leave no doubt that Christ could foresee the 
entire course of history in its relation to God’s plan.  The very thought of 
Christ being a priest was, however, extremely difficult for the Jews of Christ’s 
time to accept.  Since the time of Moses it had been very deeply impressed 
upon them that the Priesthood was exclusively reserved for the descendants of 
the Tribe of Levi.  They had ample Scripture to support them in this belief, and 
anything different was unthinkable to them.  Even before the time of Moses, 
however, there had been a special priest-king order which was accepted by 
God, and also recognized by Abraham ‘the father of the faithful.’  In this 
priestly order neither tribal affiliation nor family descent played any part.  It 
was called the ‘Order of Melchizedek.’  The Epistle to the Hebrews gives us 
more information regarding this Order than any other book in the Bible.  We 
are greatly indebted to the author of this letter for his detailed explanation of 
the types and shadows of the Law in their relation to Christ’s Sacrifice and 

Hebrews 4:14-16 
 These are easily understood verses which give us all great confidence and 
 assurance.  Our own High Priest has himself experienced all the 
 temptations with which we shall ever have to contend, and he intercedes 
 for us with personal awareness of our afflictions.  By being able to bring 
 our most intimate problems to one who thus understands and cares for us, 
 we find release from any guilt complex of a troubled conscience.  We also 
 feel a tremendous sense of gratitude to our Heavenly Father for providing 
 a High Priest who can be touched with the feelings of our infirmities. 
 
Galatians 3:22-26 
 Before Christ came, the Law of Moses provided a basic spiritual training 
 enabling the Jews to visualize, though often dimly, the attributes and the 
 functions of the Messiah who was to come.  Paul, therefore, calls it a 
 ‘schoolmaster’ to bring the Jew unto Christ.  It is interesting to observe 
 that the schoolmaster here referred to was not the classroom kind of 
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Lesson #10 

The Jews have always been God’s witnesses.  Their destiny is assured in spite 
of their grave spiritual lapses because of God’s unchangeable covenants of 
promise.  If God had not sent the Prophets to reveal the coming of Messiah and 
the restoration of their Kingdom, the Jews would have been completely 
without hope during their captivity in Babylon.  These promises sustained them 
as they eagerly anticipated the day of their deliverance. 
 
Many of these prophesies had a much wider application than that of their first 
return from captivity in Babylon.  We have been privileged in our day to see in 
the return of Israel to their land a dramatic sign of Christ’s second coming and 
the nearness of his Kingdom.  Israel’s final restoration finds its true 
significance in the “time of the end” when “the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ” (Rev. 11:15). 

Isaiah 43:10 
 This verse proves the introductory statement. 
 
Jeremiah 25:9-11 
 Jeremiah specifically states in these verses that the duration of their 
 captivity in Babylon would be 70 years.  In verse 14 we read that other 
 nations would also “serve themselves” of Israel, and history has proved 
 this to be true.  In every case, however, the nations which have had 
 dominion over the Jews have themselves been brought down or ceased to 
 exist.  God’s promises guarantee Israel’s survival and restoration. 
 
II Chronicles 36:21 
 The captivity came to an end exactly as prophesied by Jeremiah.  Again 
we  see the reliability of God’s word and promises. 
 
Ezra 1:1-5 
 These verses show the circumstances under which Cyrus, King of Persia, 
 authorized the return of the Jews to Jerusalem.  The principal highlights in 
 connection with the restoration of the Jews are found in the following 
 references. 
 
A. Return to Jerusalem (Ez. 1:5) E. Temple finished (Ez. 6:15) 
B. Building of the Altar (Ez. 3:2-3) F. Reformation under Ezra (Ez. 9 & 
10 
C. Temple foundation laid (Ez. 3:10-11) G. Jerusalem walls rebuilt (Neh. 6:15) 
D. Work delayed (Ez. 4) H. Law/ordinances restored 
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Lesson #10, Cont’d. - The Prophets - God’s Purpose with the Jews 
 
Ezekiel 11:16-20 
 The final restoration is dependent upon the spiritual conversion of the 
 Jewish nation, and a change in their characteristic stiff-necked and hard-
 hearted attitude toward God’s will.  Reference to verse 13 shows that these 
 verses are in answer to the question “will thou make a full end of the 
 remnant of Israel?” 
 
Ezekiel 36:17-38 
 We may divide these references as follows: 
  
 Verse 17: Cause 
 Verses 18-19: Effect 
  
 Verses 22-28: These verses confirm a very important principle.  God does 
 not make mistakes.  God chose Israel to be a Holy Nation and a separate 
 people.  They did not willingly rise to the glorious destiny which God 
 placed before them as a nation.  As a result God’s Name has been 
profaned  wherever the Jews have been dispersed throughout the 
world.  This  condition will not, however, be allowed to last indefinitely, 
for by Divine  direction the very nation which has brought reproach upon 
His Name will  at last be the means of bringing honor and glory to His 
Name.  These  verses show how this will be accomplished. 
 
Ezekiel 37 
 The fulfillment of the first portion of this prophecy has already taken place 
 in our day.  The student will find this prophecy so interesting he will enjoy 
 reading the entire chapter.  It commences with the Jewish nation being 
 politically dead, describes how it is miraculously resurrected, and in the 
 final phase brings us to the glorious prospect of the Jews firmly re-
 established in the Holy Land with Christ as their King. 
 
 Verse 24 shows how the name “David” is used to identify the great King 
 who is to come.  There is purposeful significance in the use of this name, 
 since its meaning is “Beloved.”  It is now easy to make the connection, for 
 Jesus is God’s “Beloved” son in whom He is well pleased.  The Messiah 
 was not known by name to any of the prophets.  The angel made His name 
 known for the first time when he told Mary, “Thou shalt call His name 
 Jesus” (Luke 1:31). 
 
Micah 4:1-8 
 This last reference makes a very fitting conclusion for this lesson.  
 Attention should be called to the words “in the last days.” 
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Lesson #13, Cont’d. - The Resurrection and Ascension of Christ 
 
I Corinthians 15:17-23 
 Verse 17 states, “If Christ be not raised, your faith is in vain, ye are yet in 
 your sins.”  The certainty of Christ’s resurrection is shown to be the 
 convincing assurance of our hope of rising from the dead.  The whole of 
 Christ’s teaching concerning the Kingdom of God relied upon the 
 necessity for a resurrection of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob — and all the 
 worthy ones of every generation.  Verses 20-23 show the way by which 
we  share in the great redemptive work accomplished in Christ.  The chapter 
 ends on a triumphant note: “O death, where is thy sting?  O grave where is 
 thy victory?  The sting of death is sin: and the strength of sin is the law.  
 But thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
 Christ.” 
 
Acts 1:1-12 
 A very brief account of the activities of Christ during the 40 days he was 
 with his disciples after his resurrection is given in this quotation.  During 
 this period he prepared them for the great missionary work that lay ahead.  
 It was a commission that would be faithfully carried out by all his 
disciples  throughout history.  “Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to  every creature.  he that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved, but he that  believeth not shall be condemned” (Mark 16:16).  
Christ instructed his  disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they had 
received the power of the  Holy Spirit ‘Not many days hence,’ (a reference to 
the Day of Pentecost).   At the end of the 40 days Jesus came once more to 
the Mount of Olives  with a group of his disciples, ‘when he had spoken, 
while they beheld, he  was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their 
sight.’  At this point  some of the most reassuring words in scripture are 
recorded - the promise  by the angels that Christ would return as visibly as 
he had left.  This should  be emphasized in the lesson. 
 
Conclusion 
 Points of emphasis: 
 
 -Christ’s death and resurrection were both prophesied long before (Luke 
  24:25-27). 
 -Christ himself foretold these events (Luke 18:31-33). 
 -Christ’s death and resurrection were literal and physical (Luke 24:38-43). 
 -Christ’s death and resurrection were witnessed by many (I Cor. 15:3-8). 
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Lesson #13 

The Resurrection of Christ was one of the most important events in the whole 
of God’s Plan of Salvation.  ‘If Christ be not risen your faith is in vain’ said 
Paul.  The Living Christ was the basis for the teaching of the apostles in the 
first century, and was the proof they offered that the Crucified Messiah was the 
Son of God and the Saviour of the World. 

Acts 17:31 
 In this reference the resurrection of Christ is stated to be the assurance 
 upon which the fulfillment of God’s Plan to judge the world in 
 righteousness is predicated.  Jesus is “that man” whom God had 
ordained  for this purpose. 
 
Psalm 16:10 
 In this Psalm David anticipates the death and resurrection of God’s Son, 
 his short sleep in the grave and God’s deliverance of ‘His Holy One’ 
 from the power of death. 
 
Acts 2:22-36 
 The resurrection of Christ is the theme of Peter’s moving address.  As he 
 presents the evidence he makes a powerful appeal to his audience to 
 consider David’s Psalm as a prophetic witness to the reality of a risen 
 Christ.  All converts from this time forward would find salvation only 
 through believing the Gospel, and baptism in his Name. 
 
John 19:38 through Chapter 20 
 These references give us the account of Christ’s resurrection.  For the 
 first time in the history of the human race, one of its members was raised 
 from the dead to life eternal.  He thereby became the ‘first fruits of them 
 that slept.’  Christ’s own resurrection points forward to the great 
 multitude who one day will also receive the gift of immortality.  It was 
 with a view to this great event that God first created man in His Own 
 Image.  His resurrection proved beyond all possible doubt that Jesus is 
 the Son of God.  As John declares, in verse 31, this record was written 
 “that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
 believing ye might have life through his name.” 
 
Romans 6:3-9 
 The connection between Christ’s death and resurrection and our own 
 baptism and new life in Jesus is beautifully portrayed here.  
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Special Excerpt 

Many students of the Bible are unaware of the importance of the 400 years that 
bridge the time gap between the Old and New Testaments.  This is regrettable 
because some knowledge of this period would be helpful in comprehending the 
environment of the New Testament record. 
 
It is recommended that the Teacher of these lessons use the following historical 
outline as reference material.  The student can be taught those portions which 
the Teacher feels have a direct bearing on the Gospel message.  The influence 
of alien cultures on the traditional Jewish way of life is the important 
consideration in the time between the Testaments. 

Use this Special Excerpt as a Bible history lesson.  Have the 
student learn the information and then quiz them as 
appropriate for their grade level.  Once they feel 
comfortable with the information they can condense the 
dates & descriptions in the back of their Bible for a ready 

The Old Testament closes with a small Jewish community firmly re-
established in Judea by Ezra.  Four hundred years later, when the New 
Testament opens we see a completely different picture.  Great changes had 
taken place since Old Testament times in the religious life of the Jews.  Strange 
new figures move across the stage against the backdrop of Synagogue and 
Sanhedrin - Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians and Zealots - all familiar names 
in the New Testament, but completely unknown in the Old.  The time between 
the testaments is a gripping prologue before the entrance of Christ, the greatest 
personality ever to appear on the World’s stage. 
 
Though Rome dominated the political scene at the time of Christ, the social 
and religious world had largely adopted the sophisticated culture of Greece.  
Greek philosophy had even infiltrated the exclusiveness of Jewish religious 
life.  The wealthy educated class seemed particularly susceptible to the cultural 
and religious philosophy of the Greeks.  Every important city in the Holy Land 
had its theater and stadium.  The performances in the theaters had their effect 
on Jewish thinking, conditioning and molding of the people to the democratic 
philosophy of Greece.  Games and contests modeled after those held in 
Olympia were staged in the stadiums, and many young Jews were attracted by 
these athletic spectacles and took part in them.  A number of the more liberal 
Jews were fascinated by the glamour and pageantry of the Greek religious 
festivals.  They admired the beautiful temples erected to the many Greek gods.  
Their sons attended Greek schools of philosophy and there absorbed the 
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Special Excerpt, Cont’d. - The Time Between the Testaments 
 
teachings of Plato concerning an immortal soul.  The parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus as recorded in Luke 16:19-31 gives us an indication of how far 
such ideas had penetrated into Jewish beliefs at the time.  The influence of 
Greek mythology accounts for the introduction into the Bible narrative of 
demons, devils and a plurality of gods.  Disease and mental disorders were 
attributed to these imaginary evil spirits. 
 
This infiltration of pagan ideas did not go unchallenged.  The strict orthodox 
Jew could see the serious danger to the Mosaic system in the wide acceptance 
of Greek ideology.  There was a grave possibility that the Jews might 
completely lose their traditional exclusiveness.  To combat this threat a strong 
movement took place in the formation of a religious sect to promote and 
support the traditional Jewish way of life.  This group in New Testament times 
was called the Pharisees. 
 
The following information will be helpful in the study of the Gospels. 
 

Pharisees 
 About 200 years before Christ the scribes who were faithful to the 
traditions of the Law re-instituted by Ezra began to actively oppose the Greek 
philosophical trend among the people.  Early in the 2nd century B.C. this group 
was called the Hasidim, i.e. God’s loyal ones.  As time progressed their party 
grew in influence and power and appeared under another name, Pharisees (i.e. 
the separated ones).  The name Pharisee first appears in the period just before 
the Maccabean war.  This minority group protested the abandonment of certain 
traditions of the Mosaic Law and Rabbinical teaching.  Their fervent 
opposition to anything non-Jewish was a powerful factor in preserving the 
doctrines and practices of the Nation’s way of life under the state.  They were 
the party of the people and though they were rightfully condemned by Christ, 
they performed an important function by preserving the Law for the Jewish 
people.  They were the bitter enemies of the Sadducees.  From this class came 
such sincere and devoted disciples as Paul, Nicodemus and Joseph of 
Arimathea. 
 

Sadducees 
 The priestly aristocracy.  Under the Herods and the Romans, they held the 
predominant place in the Sanhedrin.  They had little in common with the 
masses but were politically acceptable to Herod and the Roman rulers.  They 
rejected the doctrine of the resurrection and denied the existence of angels.  
They were noted for their conservatism.  The Sadducees were in constant 
conflict with the Pharisees on religious and political grounds. 
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Lesson #12, Cont’d. - The Sacrifice of Christ 
 
Galatians 6:14 
 The ideal which all true disciples of Christ constantly strive to attain. 
 
Hebrews 9:28 
 Here we see Christ’s sacrifice linked with his coming again — the true 
 hope of all his brethren. 
 
Romans 6:8-11 
 These verses form a fitting conclusion to the Lesson. 
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Lesson #12, Cont’d. - The Sacrifice of Christ 
 
Hebrews 2:14-18 
 These verses are very important because they clearly demonstrate that 
 Jesus had the same human nature as those he came to save.  He knew from 
 personal experience the strength of temptation and the weakness of human 
 nature.  His victory in temptation came from his dependence on strength 
 from above - and because of this he never failed to please his Father.  
 Because of these actual temptations Jesus is able to succour (understand 
 and help) those who are tempted.  It could never be truly said that Jesus, 
 because he was God’s Son, escaped the reality of the trials and temptations 
 we all undergo.  His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane demonstrated 
this  in the conflict of flesh and spirit - “O my Father, if it be possible, let this 
 cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt” (Matt. 
 26:39). 
 
Romans 8:1-8 
 These verses once more confirm the purpose God had in sending His Own 
 Son into the world.  The student must realize by now that when we are not 
 baptized we are under condemnation through Adam’s sin, but once 
 baptized there is “now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
 Jesus.”  We must now be spiritually minded, which is indeed the way of 
 life and peace, and those who live only for the things of the world cannot 
 hope to please God. 
 
Matthew 16:24 
 Taking up a cross signifies crucifixion.  What is the significance of the 
 Master’s words?  Surely not death on a literal cross but the crucifixion of 
 those impulses in our nature that are termed the lust of the eye, the lust of 
 the flesh and the pride of life.  Paul explains this in the next reference. 
 
Romans 6:6 
 The ‘old man’ here referred to means our former way of life — given over 
 to worldly pleasures and interests.  This way of life is symbolically 
 crucified or destroyed when we are baptized.  A fresh start with a new 
 objective begins. 
 
Galatians 5:24-25 
 Here Paul restates the same idea in slightly different words, and once more 
 in the following reference.  We are greatly blessed in having these 
 exhortations from one who lived so soon after the time of Christ, to guide 
 us in a true understanding of the Way preached by Christ. 
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Special Excerpt, Cont’d. - The Time Between the Testaments 
 

Herodians 
 A Jewish political party that saw in Herod the last hope of retaining a 
Jewish national government.  They believed that cooperation with Rome was 
the most practical way to retain Jewish identity. 
 

Essenes 
 These were the purists, devoted Old Testament scholars, living a semi-
monastic life in wilderness communities.  The Dead Sea Scrolls are their 
records.  These scrolls are invaluable, proving the authenticity of our present 
day Bible.  The Essenes were looking for the coming Messiah.  They hated the 
priesthood and despised the hypocrisy of their times.  They believed in 
complete immersion as the proper form of baptism and went through a daily 
purification ritual.  John the Baptist, while not a member of their community, 
came from the wilderness area of Judea where they were most strongly 
represented.  This important and interesting sect is not mentioned in the Bible. 
 

Scribes 
 The Scribes seem to have come into prominence following the time of 
Ezra.  They were experts in the exposition of the Law of Moses.  They had 
tremendous prestige among the common people and were consulted in all 
religious matters.  In early history, the Scribes were drawn from the priests, but 
later, were accepted from all the educated classes.  The Scribe’s education 
generally started at a very early age and continued through one of the great 
Rabbinical schools.  At the age of 30 the Scribe would be qualified to teach as 
a Rabbi in the synagogue.  They were sometimes called lawyers (of religious 
law) and people gave them recognition and respect in public places.  Jerusalem 
was the center of the great Rabbinical schools of philosophy.  Paul found it 
expedient to take advantage, in one of his addresses, of the fact that he had 
been taught by Gamaliel: one of the noted Rabbis of his day. 
 

Synagogue 
 Synagogue means “congregation.”  They probably had their origin during 
the exile in Babylon when worship according to the temple ritual was 
impossible.  The synagogue developed as a place of prayer and instruction of 
the scriptures.  It served a threefold purpose, worship, education and the 
government of the civil life of the community.  Every city, town and village 
had its synagogue and connecting school where children from the age of five 
were taught the traditions of their people and the principles of the Law of 
Moses.  It was the gathering place for the community on the feast days and the 
Sabbath (Acts 15:21). 
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Special Excerpt, Cont’d. - The Time Between the Testaments 
 

Sanhedrin 
 Sanhedrin means “council chamber.”  Its members were comprised of 71 
respected and learned men drawn from Jewish society.  This powerful judicial 
body was composed of lawyers, elders, scribes and those who by reason of 
wisdom or prestige were acceptable to the religious ruling class.  Its function 
was to make decisions and judge religious matters, doctrinal disputes and cases 
of heresy.  It was empowered to render decisions which did not involve capital 
punishment.  Judgments which would incur the death penalty required the 
confirmation of the Roman procurator.  An exception to this ruling is found in 
the case of a Gentile violating the barrier which divided the inner court of the 
temple from the court of the Gentiles.  In this case, the Sanhedrin was granted 
the power to pass the death penalty.  A striking illustration of procedures of the 
Sanhedrin is found in connection with the trial of Christ.  Pilot, for the sake of 
political expediency, became the deciding factor in the tragedy of putting an 
innocent man to death. 

As your student reads along with you, they may discover 
words they do not understand.  Have them keep a small 
notebook nearby and when they discover a word they don’t 
know the meaning of, they can jot it down in the notebook.  
Later they can look it up in the dictionary and write its 
definition.  This little notebook will become invaluable to 
them in the future. 
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Lesson #12, Cont’d. - The Sacrifice of Christ 
 
Isaiah 53 
 Although there were so many Old Testament references to prophesies and 
 types pointing forward to Christ’s sacrifice, the Jews were unable to see 
 the necessity for it in the work of the Messiah for whom they were 
waiting. 
 
 This chapter describes in detail the circumstances and purpose of the 
 crucifixion.  It is important to read this entire chapter with the student - 
 who cannot fail to appreciate its significance. 
 
 Verse 2 describes the tender plant - springing out of a dry ground with no 
 outstanding physical characteristics to mark him as God’s Son. 
 
 Verse 3 describes a disappointment to those looking for a warrior King.  
 His own nation rejected him. 
 
 Verses 4-6 foretells the reason for Christ’s sacrifice.  Note especially how 
 the emphasis turns from His suffering to our  involvement - our grief - 
 our sorrows - our transgressions - our iniquities and how we are healed or 
 forgiven. 
 
 Verses 7-9 graphically predict the details regarding the manner of Christ’s 
 trial, judgment, death and burial.  What a marvelous confirmation of 
God’s  precise control of the affairs of men! 
 
 Verses 10-12 present a wonderful prophecy of Christ’s Victory and the 
 tremendous satisfaction this must be to him forever - to see human beings 
 in all walks of life turning from lives of sin and ignorance to an abundant 
 life of hope and confident assurance as a result of his consecrated life.  In 
a  measure by following Christ’s pattern of life we, too, can help others to 
 find the way of life. 
 
Romans 5:6-21 
 These are wonderful verses to read with the student.  They tell their own 
 story, so easily understood, how reconciliation comes to each of us 
through  faith in Christ’s sacrificial work.  This is how our sins are forgiven 
and  how we are made righteous through God’s grace.  The teacher’s own 
 personal feelings of gratitude to God for his love and compassion should 
 be evident to the student as these beautiful verses are meaningfully read 
 aloud. 
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Christ’s death on the cross as a sacrifice for sin opened the only way for 
mankind to participate in the glorious plan God had from the very beginning 
for the human race.  it is at the cross that we see God’s great love for humanity 
displayed in providing His Own Son as the sacrifice which would save all 
those who are willing to accept it.  It is at the cross that we see Christ’s perfect 
obedience to his Father’s will clearly displayed and it is at the cross that we see 
Christ’s love for his brethren demonstrated in his willingness to die for them.  
It is from Christ’s example here at the cross that we must pattern a new life 
which will be well-pleasing to God. 

 
A good reference material to use when discussing the 
subject of Christ’s sacrifice is “The Covenant 
Sacrifice” (taken from Life and Works of Thomas 
Williams). 

John 3:16 
 The two verses immediately preceding (verses 14-15) should be read in 
 conjunction with verse 16 because its true significance is otherwise lost.  
 Jesus here confirms his fulfillment of the type suggested by the brazen 
 serpent lifted up in the wilderness — as pointing forward to his death on 
 the cross. 
 
Hebrews 1:1-3 
 The opening verses of this Epistle clearly show the vital importance of 
 Christ’s part in the Plan of God, and summarize Christ’s fulfillment of the 
 first phase of his mission in the words “when he had by himself purged 
our  sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.” 
 
I Timothy 1:15 
 This statement by Paul plainly indicates that one of the goals of Christ’s 
 mission was to save sinners, and Paul declares his own personal 
 acceptance of it. 
 
John 1:29-31 
 Here John the Baptist also confirms the same reason for Christ’s coming, 
 and connects it with Israel’s redemption.  The lamb has been the typical 
 sacrifice for sin from earliest times — ‘the lamb slain from the foundation 
 of the world’ (Rev. 13:8). 
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Special Excerpt, Cont’d. - The Time Between the Testaments 
 
The following table contains a brief outline of the history between the 
prophetical book of Malachi and the Gospel of Matthew. 

Time Description 

432 B.C. Malachi 
Malachi prophesied about the time of Nehemiah.  There are 
approximately 432 yeas of prophetical silence until the angel 
appeared to Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist. 

330 B.C. Alexander the Great 
Conquered Persia. 

328 B.C. Alexander Invaded Egypt 
Alexander built the great city of Alexandria.  It was a model 
metropolis which rivaled Athens as a center of culture and 
beauty.  Great culture greatly influenced the thousands of Jews 
living in Alexandria.  As a result the majority of the Alexandrian 
Jews spoke only Greek and had little knowledge of their mother 
tongue.  They were much more liberal in their religion and way 
of life than the orthodox Jews of the Holy Land.  When we think 
of the Jew of the dispersion we should consider the Alexandrian 
Jews with the Jews in Babylon, as representing the major 
communities outside of Jerusalem. 

305 B.C. Division of Greek Empire as a Result of Alexander’s Death 
The division of the Greek Empire is shown in Daniel’s vision by 
a leopard with four heads (Dan. 7:7).  The leopard represents 
Alexander’s Greek Kingdom.  The four heads symbolize the four 
generals who succeeded him. 
1. Ptolemy - Egypt 
2. Selucius - Syria 
3. Lysimachus - Macedonia 
4. Cassander - Greece and Macedonia 

300 B.C. Seleucus Conquered Syria 
The Holy Land formed a highway between Egypt and Syria.  It 
was inevitable that it would become the arena in which many 
conflicts between these two nations would take place.  The 
rivalry between these nations was a powerful factor in the ebb 
and flow of fortune for the little buffer state of Israel. 
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Time Description 

275 B.C. Ptolemy Philadelphus - Second Ruler of Graeco - Egyptian 
Dynasty 
Founded the great library in Alexandria which contained the 
literature of all nations.  The philosophy and science of the world 
was represented in the archives of this great institution.  It was 
brought to the attention of Ptolemy Philadelphus that his library 
lacked a great literary work that had its origin in the Jewish race.  
He was told that the wisdom of these books surpassed anything 
that had ever been written.  He was so impressed that he sent to 
Jerusalem for scholars to come to Egypt and translate these 
books from Hebrew into Greek.  This was done and the 
translation takes its name, Septuagint, from the 70 scholars who 
tradition records, accomplished this work. 
 
The importance of this translation cannot be over emphasized for 
it enabled the thousands of Jews scattered abroad in Greek 
speaking communities to have the Holy Scriptures in the 
common language of the time.  Many Jews, particularly those in 
Egypt and North Africa, were unable to understand Hebrew, and 
this Greek translation restored their Scriptures and made possible 
the great work of the evangelists of the New Testament.  The 
Septuagint version was almost universally used in the time of 
Christ and the First Century Church.  Here again we see God’s 
providence in the preparation for the missionary work that was 
to take the Gospel of Salvation to the ends of the earth. 
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Further considerations on the Devil, Satan, demons, etc., cont’d. 
 
concerning demons and evil spirits and open the pages of the New Testament 
to find Jewish life and religious beliefs contaminated by Greek philosophy in 
this and other matters.  In the 4th chapter of Matthew we face the idea of a 
personal devil for the first time.  We must, therefore, be prepared to deal with 
the matter and clarify the problem. 
 
It is understandable that in order to describe, even briefly, in Christ’s time, his 
experience in such a physiological and psychological struggle, words and 
expressions must be used with which the simple folk of that day would be 
familiar.  The people of the East were, and still are, accustomed to 
personalizing ideas and things, especially those which have no specific form of 
their own.  We do this ourselves today in a lesser degree.  Sin and evil, 
sickness and disease were especially treated in this way in Christ’s day, and 
attributed to spirits and demons.  Greek mythology and philosophy relating to 
demons had provided expressions which had become part of everyday speech 
and conversation.  Christ himself metaphorically referred to Beelzebub and 
popular idioms of his day in order to make other points more understandable to 
his audiences.  Our first step, therefore, in explaining the personalization of sin 
to a student is to show how this characteristic of giving personalities to 
inanimate objects arose, and then to explain the meanings of the Greek words 
originally employed.  The word ‘devil’ for instance, comes from the Greek 
word ‘diabolos’ which if translated into our Bible as other Greek words are, 
would read slanderer or false accuser — as indeed in some cases it has been. 
 
 Similarly the word ‘Satan’ is a Hebrew word carried over into the Greek 
writing of the New Testament, and is usually not translated into English as it is 
in most cases in the Old Testament.  There are some places where the word 
‘satan’ is translated into its correct meaning of ‘adversary’ — one who 
opposes.  There is even a place where an angel is called a Satan in Hebrew and 
translated ‘adversary’ (Num. 22:22).  Individuals in certain circumstances are 
called ‘satan’ in the New Testament.  Christ called Peter ‘Satan,’ for example, 
and he certainly would not have suggested that Peter was a supernatural evil 
spirit.  Peter was stating his opposition to a course of action which Christ 
would take that would lead to his crucifixion. 
 
 The people of Christ’s time also believed that many diseases were caused 
by disembodied spirits called demons.  Epilepsy, a chronic nervous disease, 
was commonly believed to be caused by an evil spirit taking possession of a 
person.  It would have taken Christ much longer to correct such 
misunderstandings than it would to cure their physical ailments.  We, 
ourselves, sometimes refer to a mental patient as a lunatic - which means 
‘moonstruck,’ but we do not really believe the moon has anything to do with it. 
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 On the first day of the feast of unleavened bread Jesus sent two of his 
 disciples into Jerusalem to prepare for the Passover.  In the evening he 
 came to the “prepared” upper room with his disciples and after teaching 
 them an unforgettable lesson in humility partook of the Passover supper 
 with them.  It was during the supper he declared his betrayal — and Judas, 
 the betrayer left their company.  The institution of the Lord’s Supper 
 followed at which his farewell discourse and prayers were given as 
 recorded in John, chapters 14-17.  At the close of Christ’s prayer the 
 disciples joined him in the singing of a Psalm and then went out to the 
 Mount of Olives.  There in the Garden of Gethsemane, in extreme anguish 
 of spirit, Jesus prayed for deliverance.  Resigning himself to his Father’s 
 will he received strength for the dreadful ordeal that lay ahead. 
 
 At this time the deputies from the High Priest arrived, with Judas at their 
 head, and arrested Jesus.  Shortly after midnight he was taken before 
 Annas, and then to Caiaphas the High Priest for further questioning.  
 Finally he was brought before a pre-dawn assembly of the Sanhedrin 
 where, in a mock trial, he was sentenced to death on the charge of 
 blasphemy.  In the early morning hours, Jesus was brought by his captors 
 before the Roman procurator for confirmation of the death sentence.  The 
 events that took place before Pilate’s judgment seat were tragically 
 dramatic: the exhausted, unprotesting prisoner; the vacillating, conscience-
 stricken judge, and the murderous priest-inspired mob.  The outcome was 
 inevitable.  For the sake of political expediency Pilate delivered Jesus to 
be  crucified. 
 
 Here at Golgotha, outside the walls of Jerusalem, our lesson ends — but 
 surely there was more than Jewish intrigue and Roman politics involved in 
 the death of Christ.  Our Bible tells us that the salvation of mankind was 
 dependent upon Jesus’ death on the cross.  The significance of the 
sacrifice  of Christ will be the theme of the next lesson. 
 

Further Consideration on the Devil, Satan, demons, etc. 
 

 A review of events which transpired between the time of the close of the 
Old Testament and the beginning of the New Testament provide an 
explanation of why we find the Devil and demons mentioned so frequently in 
the Gospels.  The Greek Empire had dominated the entire inhabited world 
socially as well as politically.  Greek culture had exposed the Jews to its 
language and its pagan ideas concerning a world filled with supernatural evil 
spirits or demons.  That is why we leave the Old Testament without having met 
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Time 
Period 

Description 

175 B.C. Antiochus IV (Epiphanies) 
Became King of Syria and desired to bring the glory of Greece to 
Syria and Palestine.  He erected cities on Greek lines in all the 
countries that he conquered.  He insisted the Jews must worship 
Greek gods and repudiate the faith of their fathers.  A revolt, led 
by an aged priest named Mattathias and his five sons, took place.  
Upon the death of Mattathias, Judas one of of his sons was given 
command of the Jewish forces.  The adopted family name 
Maccabee means “Hammer” and probably derives its significance 
from the blows struck for freedom. 
 
Judas was a military genius and succeeded in delivering his 
people from Syrian domination.  In 164 B.C., he cleansed the 
temple, desecrated by Antiochus, and reinstituted the ritual of the 
law which had been suppressed.  The profaned altar was 
completely removed and a new one built.  The feast of the 
dedication is mentioned in John 10:22. 

164 B.C. Judas Maccabeus 
Established Jewish independence. 

147 B.C. Rome Conquered Greece. 

133 B.C. Rome Established Its Supremacy in Asia Minor. 

65 B.C.  Judea Became a Roman Province. 

47 B.C. Antipater 
An Idumean who rose to power in Judea under Roman 
sponsorship.  He was a friend of Caesar and furnished material 
and military aid to him in his Egyptian campaign.  He became a 
powerful politician in Jewish affairs and was the real power 
behind the Jewish authorities at this time.  He was the father of 
Herod the Great. 

 
The Herodian Dynasty  

Special Excerpt, Cont’d. - The Time Between the Testaments 
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37 B.C. Herod the Great 
Herod was brought up in Rome and when a very young man, 
was made Governor of Galilee.  He was an imposing figure and 
a resourceful Governor.  His ability attracted the notice of 
Caesar Augustus who confirmed his appointment as King of the 
Jewish State.  He improved the Holy Land with many 
construction projects.  Caesarea, which he named after the 
Emperor, was one of the most important cities in the East.  The 
greatest of all his building enterprises, was the reconstruction of 
the Temple at Jerusalem, but in spite of all his endeavors to 
cultivate the friendship of the Jews, they still despised him.  
They rejected him as a foreigner with no right to the throne of 
David.  He was a ruthless, ambitious politician, with no mercy 
on those who opposed him.  This immoral and depraved ruler, in 
his later years, eliminated the rivals within his own family with 
the same dispatch as he did his enemies.  Herod is notorious for 
his effort to kill the baby Jesus by ordering the death of all the 
infants in Bethlehem (Matt. 2:16). 

4 B.C. - 
6 A.D. 

Archelaus (Matt. 2:22) 
Herod’s elder son by his Samaritan wife Malthace, succeeded 
him.  He was like his father in character and disposition.  His 
intemperate nature drove him to such excesses that the Jews sent 
a protest to Rome which resulted in his exile. 

4 A.D. - 
40 A.D. 

Herod Antipas (Matt. 14:13) 
Herod’s younger son by Malthace.  He was the ablest of Herod’s 
sons and, like his father, was a great builder of cities.  Tiberias, 
the capital of Galilee, was built by him and named in honor of 
the Emperor Tiberius.  This was the Herod who caused John the 
Baptist to be beheaded and was called by Jesus “that old fox.” 

34 A.D. Herod Philip I (Matt. 14:13) 
Son of Herod the Great by his fifth wife, Mariamne. 

4 A.D. - 
34 A.D. 

Herod Philip II (Luke 3:1) 
Son of Herod the Great by his seventh wife, Cleopatra 

37 A.D.- 
44 A.D. 

Herod Agrippa I (Acts 12:1-23) 
Sentenced the apostle James to death and imprisoned Peter. 

48 A.D.- 
94 A.D. 

Herod Agrippa II (Acts 25:13) 
Son of Herod Agrippa I.  Was given the title of King by Roman 
authority.  He and his sister Bernice heard Paul’s defense before 
the Roman procurator Festus. 

Special Excerpt, Cont’d. - The Time Between the Testaments 
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 With their pride and hypocrisy laid bare they demonstrated their hostility 
 to Jesus by endeavoring to discredit him before the people in questions of 
 the Law and Sabbath.  History also tells us that at this time the work of 
 John the Baptist came to an end.  He was imprisoned by Herod in March 
 A.D. 28 and the following year in March A.D. 29 he suffered a martyr’s 
 death at the hand of this wicked and depraved ruler. 
 
 3.) As the third year drew to a close Jesus began to speak frequently of his 
 final journey to Jerusalem and the cruel death that awaited him there.  In 
 spite of the opposition of his disciples, “it came to pass when the time was 
 come that he should be received up, he stedfastly set his face to go to 
 Jerusalem.”  His journey southward brought him to the district, east of the 
 Jordan, where he spent 4 busy months in preaching the Gospel and healing 
 the sick.  The Pharisees and Scribes now joined by the Sadducees, openly 
 opposed him, seeking an excuse to put him to death.  Their hatred had 
 grown to such proportions that the animosity that existed between them 
 was put aside in the common cause. 
 
 4.) As the time of the Passover drew near, Jesus came to Bethany to the 
 home of Lazarus, Martha and Mary.  During this last week he made the 
 short journey to Jerusalem with his disciples and returned each evening to 
 the warm hospitality of their home. 
 
 The events of the week follow in dramatic and rapid succession.  Jesus 
 made a triumphal entry into Jerusalem with the enthusiastic acclamations 
 of the pilgrims heralding his approach from the Mount of Olives.  On the 
 following day he came again to the city and entering the temple enraged 
 the priests and rulers by casting out the money changers and those that 
sold  doves. 
 
 The next day was the last Jesus devoted to public teaching.  As he taught 
in  the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him and 
 demanded his credentials (Matt. 21:23).  In this confrontation he answered 
 their challenge with a series of parables which exposed their hypocrisy and 
 their intention to put him to death.  They were unable to arrest him at this 
 time because of his popularity with the people, but their opportunity would 
 come in due time from a surprising and unexpected source.  They were to 
 have an ally and fellow conspirator in one of Christ’s own disciples.  As 
 this trying day came to a close he once again turned his steps toward 
 Bethany.  During his ascent of the Mount of Olives he rested for awhile 
 and during this pause gave his disciples a graphic preview of the awesome 
 events that would terminate two great time periods in world history. 
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 He  realized, however, that the use of the Holy Spirit for any other 
 purpose, or in any other way than that directed by God, could only bring a 
 very limited and temporary achievement compared with what God had 
 planned.  Jesus’ mind was prepared for even so great a trial as this by his 
 study and assimilation of God’s Holy Scriptures.  Now at the end of 40 
 days of fasting and prayer there was no uncertainty regarding the path he 
 would follow.  His course was set according to his acceptance of the 
 Divine Principle “It is written.” 
 
Luke 4:13 
 In Luke’s account of the temptation we read that Jesus emerged the victor 
 in this trial.  That temptations would continue and other trials take place is 
 clearly indicated in the 13th verse where we read “He departed from him 
 for a season.” 
 
Luke 4:14-15 
 Now Jesus directed himself to the use of the Spirit in the preaching of the 
 Gospel and the healing of those who were physically and spiritually sick. 
 
 The four Gospels give us the history of Christ’s life and ministry.  His 
 ministry can be divided into four sections which briefly highlight the 
 events that outlined his work and led up to his crucifixion. 
 
 1.) Jesus spent the greater part of his first year’s ministry in Judea and 
 about the lower Jordan.  During this year his first disciples came to him 
 and through his preaching and healing he began to receive recognition as a 
 teacher and prophet.  The Scribes and Pharisees became increasingly 
 aware of his growing power and sent their representatives to evaluate his 
 influence with the people. 
 
 2.) Toward the end of his first year, Jesus journeyed northward through 
 Samaria to Galilee.  For a year and nine months he was actively engaged 
in  this area preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom and healing the sick.  
 During this period he chose the twelve apostles who became his constant 
 companions through the rest of his ministry.  By now the Jewish 
authorities  had become alarmed and apprehensive about Jesus’ 
tremendous popularity  with the common people.  They envisioned the loss 
of their own prestige  and even a possible revolt against the state under the 
leadership of this  Galilean prophet.  It was under these conditions that Jesus 
began to speak  to the people in parables, many of which were directed 
against the Scribes  and Pharisees.   
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In our progress through the Lessons on the Old Testament, the student must 
have been impressed by noticing how the Plan of God develops around a single 
individual.  We have seen how the entire Old Testament record from the 
Creation through the Promises, the Law of Moses, the Psalms and the 
prophesies have all provided references and types pointing to that ‘one seed,’ 
the Branch, the Lamb, the Messiah - who is Christ. 
 
Our present Lesson is very important because all these references and types 
now become a reality in Christ Jesus himself - the ‘Word made flesh.’ 

Galatians 4:4-5 
 “Fullness” here signifies the completion of a prophetic time period.  Once 
 again we have evidence of God operating according to His Own 
 Timetable, and a new dispensation commences with His Son. 
 
Luke 1 
 The Apostle Luke gives us the most complete account of the birth of 
Christ  and the events which took place at that time.  He also provides an 
 important introduction to his coming in the statements made in connection 
 with the birth of John the Baptist.  Notice particularly the reference to the 
 ‘house of David’ in verse 27.  Also in verse 31 observe the name given to 
 Jesus - signifying ‘Saviour.’  Draw attention to verse 32 and the phrases 
 ‘son of the highest’ and ‘the throne of his father David.’  Again in verse 33 
 note the reference to the ‘house of Jacob’ and ‘of his kingdom there shall 
 be no end.’  By turning to Isaiah, chapter 9, verses 6-7 it can readily be 
 shown how all this referred to Christ, and was not beginning to be fulfilled 
 in the child born to Mary. 
 
 Confirmation of the promises to Abraham is made in verses 54-55, and the 
 prophetic words of the priest Zachariah recorded in verse 68-73 bring into 
 sharp focus the national aspirations and heritage which had formed the 
 Hope of Israel from earliest times. 

This may be a good time to review the Promises made to 
Abraham.  With your student, read Genesis 12:1-3; 14-18.  
Tell your student that these verses cannot be emphasized 
enough. 
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Luke 2:7-14 
 This is a momentous occasion in heaven as well as on earth - even the 
 angels rejoiced, and the words which they sang have a prophetic meaning - 
 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.” 
 
Luke 2:21-24 
 These verses are related to the first reference in this Lesson - Gal. 4:4-5.  
 They show Jesus was born under the Law and was circumcised according 
 to the Law.  There is very little recorded of the events in his early life until 
 he reached the age of 30 years.  One brief mention of an episode which 
 took place in Jerusalem is found in verses 41-52 of this chapter.  
 Concerning the childhood and early manhood of Christ we have only the 
 brief statement “Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with 
 God and man.” 
 
Matthew 3:13-17 
 At the age of 30 Jesus came from Galilee to Jordan to be baptized by John.  
 Jesus was now ready and prepared to take up his ministry but had not yet 
 received the Holy Spirit with which he would be able to prove that he was 
 the Son of God.  Now, at his baptism, his Sonship was confirmed by the 
 Spirit of God descending upon him like a dove, and by the voice from 
 heaven which said, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”  
 There is beautiful symbolism in the use of a dove to visibly represent the 
 Spirit of God.  Its use in other parts of the Scripture ‘tie in’ wonderfully 
 with its application here.  Jesus was to be the mediator through whom 
 peace would be re-established between God and man. 
 
 Many people find it difficult to associate human nature with its weakness 
 and propensities with Jesus, the Son of God.  This association, however, is 
 extremely important since it is only because Jesus was ‘made like his 
 brethren in every respect’ that he could represent them perfectly in his 
 sacrifice.  In Hebrews 4:15 it states, “For we have not an high priest which 
 cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
 tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”  Because of this he is able to help 
 those who are tempted.  We must acknowledge that we are all desperately 
 in need of his help. 
 
 Up to this point in our studies we have purposely deferred any 
 consideration of controversial subjects such as the devil or satan.  Now for 
 the first time in the New Testament we meet the problem of sin 
personified  in the words Satan, Devil and demons.  It should be called to the 
students’  attention that a personal supernatural devil was never a problem 
to the 
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 Jews in Old Testament times.  The Law of Moses was specific regarding 
 offerings for sin.  It placed the responsibility for sin where it rightfully 
 belonged - on the individual himself.  The Jew had no delusion regarding 
 his own responsibility in the matter.  He knew only too well where sin 
 originated, and knew that the only remedy was repentance and sacrifice 
for  the remission of sins.  The Mosaic ritual provided for this and the Israelite 
 identified himself with the sacrificial victim by placing his hands on the 
 head of the animal.  There was never any thought of an outside tempter in 
 the form of a supernatural devil who prompted or led him into the path of 
 evil. 
 
 Think for a minute — if such an outside evil influence had existed, how 
 tragic the consequences would have been, as no provision had been made 
 in the Law of Moses to cope with it.  It is significant that no suggestion, 
 reference or information of any kind concerning a devil or satan is to be 
 found anywhere in the writings of Moses, who received his instructions 
 from God. 

Matthew 4:1-12 
 Jesus being aware of his possession of the power of the Holy Spirit just 
 bestowed upon him, and not as yet having had an opportunity to utilize it, 
 seemed impelled to seek the solitude of the wilderness to think over and 
 meditate upon the implications of his possession of this great power.  The 
 possession of God’s inspiring power must have caused Jesus to realize still 
 more clearly the course of events which were to follow in his life, as 
 already foretold in various prophesies he knew so well.  In the dread 
 anticipation of a cruel death by crucifixion the human mind would 
 naturally seek for alternatives.  An inner conflict between his natural 
 human inclinations to avoid the cross on the one hand, and the desire to do 
 His Father’s will on the other, must have weighed heavily upon him.  
 Human reasoning would readily suggest to anyone similarly situated that 
 possession of this tremendous power could easily provide control of all 
 human endeavor and offer an entirely different direction to his life. 

Good reference materials to use when discussing the 
subjects of the Devil, Satan or Hell are Hell Torments and 
The Devil, His Origin and End (both by Thomas Williams). 


