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The United Nations got together in 2000 to set the Millennium Developement 
Goals which they set a deadline of 2015 to accomplish. The goals include: eradi-
cating extreme poverty and hunger, achieveing universal primary education, 
gender equality, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health, combating 
HIV/AIDS and other diseases, ensuring enviromental sustainability, and develop-
ing a global partnership for developement. 

I held a survery which fifty people answered two standard yes or  no questions 
based on opinion about this.

1.) Do you think the UN is doing well to keep these promises so far?

YES (20 People)
NO   (30 People)

2.) Do you predict the UN will achieve these goals by 2015?

YES (8 People)
NO (42 People)

100%0% 50%



It Still Goes On
Today

Modern Day Slavery
Yes, a person held against their will and forced to work with 
no pay is slavery. As far as America was concerned, slavery for 
us ended with the Civil War. However, over the last fifty years, 
changes in the world’s economy have created a new rise for 
slavery. The explosion of population and corrupt governments 
contribute to this, especially in developing countries. Today it 
is estimated that over 27 million people are slaves according to 
Free the Slaves, an organization dedicated to its title. However, 
in the 1800s a slave would be worth $40,000 in today’s cur-
rency, whereas in the present itself, a slave is worth merely $90. 
It may come as a surprise, but slavery is also present in devel-
oped countries like the United States of America. Although it 
is illegal, slavery, sometimes in the form of human trafficking, 
is occurs in up to ninety cities that we know of throughout the 
land. Isn’t that ironic?

Genocide in Africa
The first American president to declare a situation “genocide” 
was President George W. Bush. He was referring to Darfur, 
where 4.7 million of the 6 million are affected by a conflict 
between the government and rebel groups. Many don’t know 
about this, or even where Darfur is. Darfur is located in the 
heart of Africa, in Sudan, Africa’s largest country. As for what 
happened, the Sudanese government had disputes with two rebel 
movements. When it became violent, the government attacked 
the ethnic groups from which the movements were getting their 
support from. Over four hundred villages were annihilated. 
In 2006, the government signed a peace treaty with one of the 
rebel movements, but the other two rebel groups refused to sign. 
The rebel groups began fighting amongst themselves. Today the 
fighting continues. Humanitarian groups were expelled by the 
Sudanese government, so there is little hope for a peaceful end-
ing. The United Nations-African Union peacekeeping force has 
little funds to help the 2.7 million who live in camps across the 
country, displaced from their homes. Around 300,000 became 
refugees in the bordering country of Chad. The fight still fuels 
on, and it seems it will never end as innocent men, women, and 
children die everyday.



Women Are Stoned
And Not on Drugs

 Once upon a time in a village in modern day Iran, one of the most well known stonings took place. The 
Stoning of Soraya M . is the unfortunate story of woman who never should have died the way she did.  After be-
ing married to her husband for twenty years and barring four of his children, the abusive man wanted a divorce 
so he could marry a fourteen year old girl. However, he refused to repay Soraya’s dowry, so she denied, know-
ing she couldn’t raise the two daughters he was allowing her to keep without money. Soraya began cooking for 
a friend’s widowed husband as a low paying job. Her husband took this chance to accuse Soraya of adultery, 
and by blackmailing a few people, he was successful. People who knew Soraya, including her father and sons 
stoned her to death. Her aunt told the story to a journalist who happened to be traveling by the next day. After 
escaping with his life and the audiotape, he published it into a book.  
 This is a movie that every woman should see once in her life. It helps other people understand what it is 
like for women that are going through this awful way of torture. The scene of the stoning, which they do show, 
so this is probably meant for more mature audiences, is very realistic. The acting is terrific and contributes to 
the story. Among the cast is James Caviezel, best known for playing Jesus in The Passion of the Christ, Shohreh 
Aghdashloo, who first was recognized back in 2003 for her performance in House of Sand and Fog, and Mo-
zhan Marnò, who possibly had her first big break with this movie. The script was well written, and the film itself 
is emotionally moving. I was in tears by the end.

Soraya Beats All

 In Iran, you are sentenced to death if you com-
mit adultery. This is a pretty harsh punishment with 
that said. However, it is completely ridiculous when 
you put it in the perspective that they define adultery 
as any intimate relationship between a woman and a 
man to whom she isn’t married. That’s right; “adul-
tery” there doesn’t have to include sex. Not to men-
tion, rape is an unpardonable crime but no, not for the 
rapist, but the rape victim. This is all under the Shariah 
legal system. At best, a woman’s testimony is worth 
half the value of that of a man’s, and women receive 
no legal representation whatsoever. A woman is vi-
ciously killed because she has dishonored the family, 
so an “honor killing” must be done. 
 The most favored style of honor killings seems 

to be publically stoning a woman to death. In a public 
stoning, the entire village will make a festival about 
it, even getting children involved. They are excited to 
bring a so called “sinner” to justice.
 Women have no right to stand up for them-
selves, and this is made clear just last year in 2009. 
In March in Afghanistan, the “Shia Family Law” was 
passed, legalizing the marriage of under-aged children 
to adults and marital rape for Shia Muslims, who make 
up around fifteen percent of the population. These 
laws were seen as unjust by many of the women, and 
three hundred protested with faces exposed. Over a 
thousand men showed up to counter the protesters to 
spit on them. The local police tried to keep the two 
groups apart, but the men began to stone some of the 
women. It is a sad, sad world that we live in.

By Kara Luciano



Being Positive Is Not A Good Thing 
 Poor child born with the disease, he never stood 
a chance, especially in the harsh lands of sub-Sa-
haran Africa. This area is the most concentrated 
area of people infected with HIV, even though 
it only holds ten percent of the world’s popula-
tion. Two out of three people with the virus are in 
Africa, according to the UNAIDS report in 2008, 
and according to the 2009 UNAIDS report, 14 mil-
lion children there have lost at least one parent 
from the epidemic, others becoming orphaned 
completely because of it. In 2008 alone, 1.4 mil-
lion were died from the dreadful disease, and 1.9 
million were diagnosed. However, these numbers 
now are not always clear. By the end of 2008, 22.4 
million people were living with HIV, which is 
staggering compared to 310,000 affected in the 
United States. This region lacks general health 
care, so nothing is all too certain. Treatment 
centers are hard to come by and are overrun with 
patients. Sometimes a doctor will use a needle a 
few times over. Someone in this region of Africa 

is also probably more likely to receive tuberculo-
sis, where as in other countries where this disease 
isn’t as common anymore due to modern science 
and vaccines, those infected are more likely to 
develop some other disease. If any vaccine for 
HIV would be developed, Africa could provide a 
few difficulties. HIV has many subtypes, and the 
subtypes in Africa are a bit different from that of 
other more fortunate nations. Sub-Saharan Africa 
mostly depends on the international community 
for its funds, and though the worlds other nations 
prove helpful, Africa is in need of more money 
as the time goes on it seems. In 2008 only $13.7 
billion was needed, but in 2010 it is predicted that 
$25.1 billion will be needed. That is nearly double 
what funds were required only two years before. 
In 2009, only $19.8 billion was gathered, so there 
is some question if what is needed for the new de-
cade with be achieved. This is all according to the 
Kaiser Family Foundation. As for now, humanity 
as a whole must hope for the best, because hu-
manity as a whole is affected by this disease.

By Kara Luciano



Living In 
A Third 
World 
Country

 What are third world countries? Well, another 
term for them would be developing countries, which 
simply means they have a low level of material being 
or is poor. The definition was first meant to describe 
neutral countries during the Cold War. These countries 
were found in Africa, Central and South America, 
Southern Asia, and the Middle East. At the time, first 
world countries were those that sided with the United 
States, and second world countries were those that 
sided with Russia, which was at the time called the So-
viet Union. The United States and its allies promoted 
democracy, while the Soviets and their allies preferred 
communism. However, the definition has changed to 
become what it is today; countries that lived in pov-
erty. First world countries are now seen as the rich, 
developed countries that are the best off of the world, 
the United States, Canada, Australia, and many coun-
tries in Europe are a few. The second world countries 
follow, representing somewhat of a middle class status 
compared to the rest of the world. Third world coun-
tries are the absolute bottom of the barrel.

Government

 Many of the governments in third world coun-
tries are corrupt. Some practice stoning of women who 
really have not done anything wrong. Others are run 
by gangs, drug lords, or even pirates in Somalia’s case. 
This obviously makes it difficult to progress. Many 
countries also have a problem with debt. They have 
no true way of making money besides selling basic 
commodities, which does not give you much. With 
no money, you cannot pay for education, and with no 
education, there is no moving forward for the next 
generation. They dig themselves deeper and deeper 
into their hole and one day form graves.

 
Lifestyle

 Electricity is hard to come by. Maybe one in a 
thousand has a car. However, these are just things that 
would be great to have, they are not needed to live. 
Plumbing is more important. With do plumbing, many 
bathe and use the bathroom in rivers, while also using 
it for drinking water. The water has become unsani-
tary, and has created many health issues. As far as 
education goes, you are lucky if you have a chance to 
go to a school, even if you have to walk for miles and 



miles to get there. Very few go on and get a higher lev-
el college education. There is no refrigerator stocked 
with food. In fact, many do not own a refrigerator. You 
go without food for days on end, and you are perfectly 
happy to have a couple grains of rice after that. In 
other countries, many take these things for granted.

Health

 When many people are constantly starving 
to death because there is no money to buy food, you 
would assume they would not have the best health 
care. In fact, they have the worst. Bloody bandages 
are shared over and over, and needles used on quite 
a few people. They simply do not have the supplies. 
They have few vaccines, so many of the diseases that 
first world countries have no problem handling are 
killing those in the third world. Then HIV has taken 

over some areas and greatly reduced many of the life 
expectancies. What was already low at sixty years old 
may now be around forty years old. Today we com-
plain about health care reform, when we are fortunate 
to even have hospitals within fifty miles of us.

 
How To Help

                There are many corporations you can do-
nate to in order to help a child in need, establish clean 
water in areas, and provide better health services. If 
you are truly dedicated, you can join the Peace Corps, 
or perhaps if you really have a lot to provide, you can 
study and join Doctors Without Borders. You can also 
donate to these organizations. However, this can only 
do so much, so we should really face our leaders with 
this issue to establish a way to have more of an im-
pact.



AIDS Can Happen Here too

Kara Luciano: What is the origin of HIV?

Dr. Childs: It isn’t exactly certain, but during the 80’s 
it was said to be from a primate in Africa.
 

KL: What treatment is available for AIDS?

DC: The infectious Diseases Clinic can provide a pa-
tient with long term medicine.

KL: How can it be prevented or recognized early on?

DC: The absolute way to prevent HIV is through absti-
nence, or having no sexual intercourse at all. Condoms 
would follow that if one was to engage in sexual activ-
ity. If a person suspects they may have encountered 
HIV or has been engaging in risky behavior recently, 
they should be tested. They may come across illness 
such as fever, chills, or other symptoms of sickness. 
However, the first six weeks when you are tested may 
come across negative because the virus hasn’t worked 
the system yet. It is recommended that patients return 
six weeks later to get retested for the virus with more 
accurate readings.
 

KL: What are some rumors of AIDS/HIV that you’ve 
heard of that aren’t true?

DC: A coming misconception is that one may receive 
AIDs by kissing. HIV is not transmitted by saliva but 
by blood and sexual fluids. It is also not received by 
skin to skin transmission.
  

KL: By what other means besides sexual intercourse 
can one receive HIV?

DC: A mother can pass it on to her child, and it can 
also be passed on by blood to blood contact. The virus 
can get into an open wound, for example, if an open 

wound comes into contact with the virus. Those are 
two other ways.

KL: When do you predict, if ever, a cure would be 
available for HIV?

DC: Actually, I really don’t know. It seems that re-
search on the topic has lowered a great deal, and at 
this rate it would seem impossible.
 

KL: How does it feel to deal with patients who are 
diagnosed?

DC: I myself haven’t dealt with a large number of 
patients, but my mother has. It is rather depressing 
really. You are trained not to become attached to the 
patients. Some do well on this. Others have a harder 
time not becoming emotionally involved because you 
know that they have a family just like you and people 
who care about them just like you and they are human 
just like you.
 

KL: Then why do people do this?

DC: Someone may choose this as their line of work 
because they want to make a difference; they want to 
help others who are struggling with this disease and let 
them know that they have support.

 

KL: How do you comfort a patient?

DC: HIV was once seen as a death sentence a few de-
cades ago, but today it is different. I would make sure 
to inform the patient that because they have options. 
This virus doesn’t necessarily mean that they will die 
young. Of course, lifestyle changes will be necessary, 
but I diffidently let them know that.

An Interview with Dr. Childs of William Beaumont Army Medical Center



Not so fun facts......
Water problems affect half of humanity:

Some 1.1 billion people in developing countries have inadequate access to water, 
and 2.6 billion lack basic sanitation.

Almost two in three people lacking access to clean water survive on less than $2 a 
day, with one in three living on less than $1 a day.

More than 660 million people without sanitation live on less than $2 a day, and 
more than 385 million on less than $1 a day.

Access to piped water into the household averages about 85% for the wealthiest 
20% of the population, compared with 25% for the poorest 20%.

1.8 billion people who have access to a water source within 1 kilometre, but not in 
their house or yard, consume around 20 litres per day. In the United Kingdom the 
average person uses more than 50 litres of water a day flushing toilets (where aver-
age daily water usage is about 150 liters a day. The highest average water use in the 
world is in the US, at 600 liters day.)

Some 1.8 million child deaths each year as a result of diarrhoea

The loss of 443 million school days each year from water-related illness.

Close to half of all people in developing countries suffering at any given time from 
a health problem caused by water and sanitation deficits.

Millions of women spending several hours a day collecting water.

To these human costs can be added the massive economic waste associated with the 
water and sanitation deficit.… The costs associated with health spending, produc-
tivity losses and labour diversions … are greatest in some of the poorest countries. 
Sub-Saharan Africa loses about 5% of GDP, or some $28.4 billion annually, a figure 
that exceeds total aid flows and debt relief to the region in 2003

-2006 United Nations Human Developement Report
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