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 Is TAKS overwhelming for Out-of-
State students vs. Texas students?
 All year long, and still ongoing, 
teachers and students are preparing for 
another year of TAKS testing. Strict criteria 
has been set to ensure that students have all 
the information they need to pass TAKS. 
Being a new student at Chapin High school 
this year, the year has been a full “testing” 
experience. Every other week teachers have 
been laying Mock TAKS test in front of me, 
and all I can think to say is, “Didn’t we take 
this test last week?”.
 A lot of the teaching I have received 
here all pertains to the testing of TAKS. 
Sometimes  I wonder if what I’m learning will 
apply any where else in the U.S. Things I have 
learned in Georgia have applied here, because 
a lot of testing was information I already 
knew.

 Many other states have their own 
test that they administer to students before 
they continue on to the next grade, or 
graaduate.
 EXIT level TAKS is the only testing 
that I understand, because in Georgia, we 
had what was called the Georgia High School 
Graduation test (GHST). Students take the 
test in their junior year to determine if they 
will graduate or not. If they do not pass the 
test as juniors, they will have an opportunity 
to retake the test their senior year. Other tests 
that were administered was the End of Course 
Test (EOCT). Students would take these test 
for each class at the end of the semester to 
determine if the student passed or failed the 
course. EOCT’s count as 15% as their end of 
semester grades. The grading periods of the 
schools were different in Georgia. Instead of 
8 different classes, they have 4 classes for the 
first half of the year, and the 4 other classes at 
the end of the year. 

	 In the beginning of time, man has 
ventured out in the wild. He has mastered the 
crafting of arts and steel. His knowledge has 
expanded his horizons based from individual 
experiences. We are currently always ushered 
in into a new era that challenges our tenacity 
and dexterity. Despite all the obstacles thrown 
in our way, we have prevailed. 
 Humans possess the gift of vast 
intelligence to conquer, thrive, and topple 
numerous challenges. In the past our 
ancestors lived and toiled the land with either 
primitive tools or no technology.  Looking 
around us, we can see skyscrapers towering 
in the skies. We have constructed spaceships 
to venture the dark voids of space. The sky is 
no longer the limit, but the stars and galaxies 
beyond.
 We may belong to the animal 
kingdom, wielding many of the traits of being 
an animal, such as the need to feed, breath, 
and survive, but the trait that marks us as 
human is our unique ability to influence our 
peers and mentors and enforce how our belief 
should be received and remembered as. We 
are each given our own methods and minds 
to utilize. Our agendas maybe all similar, but 
they will all differ in a way. These differences 
can be quite beneficial in the form of 
technological progression, improved societies, 
and refined conditions for longer health, but 
these can also bring cataclysmic results. Minor 
conflicts have escalated to become crises that 
evolved to warfares, claiming numerous non- 

renewable resources. Many of these discords 
have been sown for self-fulfilling desires and 
contradictions of beliefs.
 Most religions nowadays consist of 
being considerate, forgiving, and generous 
with fellow men. While some have stated 
that we should fight the forces of darkness to 
show our devotion to the divine entity, we can 
not determine with scientific proof to judge 
who are considered angels and devils. It is 
unfortunate that some of the acts of violence 
today are exercised by the tying of religion to 
their causes.
 As humans, we may not possess 
the physical characteristics that make us an 
intimidating foe. But, we possess a mind 
that continues to scale greater heights. The 
greatest weakness of Man is his tendency to 
carry on with pursuits of looking for himself. 
While there maybe charities and talk of 
peace, certain individuals and groups conduct 
such innocent-looking performances. These 
however are just used to bolster their prestige 
and rank in society, and very few do such out 
of pure kindness. 
 Everything we do, feel, or 
think about is considered ‘natural’. Be it 
brutality, cunning, and kindness, these are 
characteristics that we may all possess. How 
much of each one however varies from each 
person may be due to genetics and how we 
were raised. We are naturally animals but we 
just possess a much more advanced mental 
stability that keeps us tenacious in the most 
dire situations.

Finding Ourselves: 
The Universe and our Philosophies

 I understand why Chapin is so 
determined to have their students successful 
when taking the TAKS, but I believe that 
there are other ways the school can administer 
practice and tutoring. While in class, instead 
of teachers slapping the last years’ TAKS 
test booklets on our desk, they should break 
it down. Break it down into activities that 
students can recall while taking the actual 

TAKS test. Many students are hands-on 
learners and need things to work with in order 
to understand an objective. Each section of 
the TAKS test has objectives. Teachers can 
break down the objectives down, maybe one 
objective a week or every two weeks. Teachers 
should be sure that their students are learning 
and understanding instead of going over 
a problem once and “expecting” them to 
understand. 

My Column Inch
Kicking TAKS sore!

By John Phillip Sy, staff writer

By Ariel White, staff writer
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My Column Inch

Then, relationships where simple. You 
give me the graham crackers in your lunch box, 
and I will give you my JELL-O cup.  Recess is 
our time, and let’s play until the teacher blows 
the whistle and we have to go inside. Let’s make 
it official and tell everyone that I “like like” you 
and that you “like-like” me. That will surely seal 
the deal. Nice and simple.

Honestly, I think when we were younger 
we handled these “relationship” things a lot 
better than we do now. Sometimes a lot of people 
forget the true meaning of being with someone. 
Granted, when we were younger we never had 
true reasons for “like like”-ing  someone. More 
of an, “I like you, you like me” kind of thing. 

Now, there’s so much to it. We have 
certain standards and trainings that a person 
must go through in order to be with us. This 
tall, this slim, this short, or sometimes even, 

this race. No matter what we require of the other 
person, it’s all about the true feelings you feel. 
At times I realize people forget that. You can ask 
a thousand times what you like about someone, 
but honestly, people  don’t have a real reason.

Relationships are continuously based on 
the wrong things. Sure enough, many parents 
feel that  as teenagers we shouldn’t be involved 
with relationships. As much as any teen doesn’t 
want to hear that, it’s true. We wrap our heads 
around the physical things of relationships 
rather than the emotional and “true-meaning” 
part.

Over the years I’ve realized that I don’t 
want to be involved with something that isn’t 
true. I can be friends with a lot of people and 
care about them too, but that doesn’t that I have 
to be with them. Relationships have become the 
beginning of the end to a lot of people’s hopes 
and sometimes dreams, but I will not allow that 
lifestyle to become one of mine.

RELATIONSHIPS:  The ”Then and Now” Factors of it All
By Ariel White, staff writer

2010 Prom
He said:

She said:
- Do you feel the need to go and buy a new dress for prom 
even though you have plenty in your closet already?
82% of girls said YES  18% of girls said NO

- Is prom a nessesity to you?
22% of girls said YES   78% of girls said NO

- Would you rather have the guy ask you to prom, or ask 
him yourself?
2% of girls said THEY’D ASK  98% of girls said HIM
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s- Do you feel you have to go to prom, or are you going just to 

please your girlfriend?
54% of boys said HAVE TO   46% said TO PLEASE

-If you don’t know how to slow dance...
76% of boys said GO FOR IT
24% of boys said DON’T TRY

-  Do you feel pressured to go to prom?
26% of boys said DEFINITELY 10% said NO

(915) 740 4394

8888 Dyer Street,
El Paso, Texas 
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     New additions to our school have come 
together: the new turf field, and a brand new 
Chapin logo that was placed on the field, one 
that escapes the previous copyright issues.
     “They will use the new logo as an official 
logo now, I’m so proud,” said senior Nicole 
Rodarte, the Advanced Placement art student 
who designed Chapin’s new husky.
     Chapin’s husky logo has undergone a series of 
makeovers since the school opened, with a most 
recent logo based on closely on the Washington 
State husky. Too closely for Washington State 
officials. So after Washington State contacted 
Chapin requesting the school use a different 
logo, Chapin looked for local talent to create 
a more permanent school logo. That’s when 
Rodarte was discovered.    
“Nicole [Rodardte] is a talented AP artist,” said 
Dr. Carla Gonzales. “The new logo is something 
unique to us.”

Chapin Teacher of the Year advances as finalist
News

     Nicole Rodarte was given the opportunity 
to draw up a new husky when Dr. Gonzales 
asked the art teacher Mrs. Barton to look for a 
student qualified to draw up a new husky. Barton 
recommended Rodarte. Now the new logo will 
be used for everything that requires a Chapin 
husky, including the center of the newly turfed 
field.
     “It’s [the logo] sleek and more fierce. It even 
looks faster,” said soccer coach Amber Mack.
     Along with Jefferson, Chapin was the last 
EPISD school to receive a turf field. To help 
make sure that the turf remains in superior 
condition, all foods, drinks, and gum are 
prohibited from the new field area. 
 The field will be available to everybody 
from ROTC to band to teams, and with a 
newly expanding stadium, CHAPIN is able to 
comfortably host JV sporting events. 
     “The new field helps with our overall 
appearance,” Gonzales said, “and it showcases 
our school.”

By Luka Fatuesi, Staff Writer

By Phillip Gonzales, co-editor

     Mr. Craig Weisbart, the web-design and 
video gaming instructor for Chapin High 
School, is Chapin’s Teacher of the Year and is 
one of the 5 finalists for EPISD Teacher of the 
Year. The Teacher of the Year for EPISD will 
be announced in mid-May.
     “I’m very honored, especially since I’m not a 
core teacher. It shows that the faculty can think 
outside of the box,” Weisbart said.
     Weisbart does his best to keep his classes out 
of the ordinary. He bends his curriculum to fit 
the students, not the other way around.
     “You have to keep an open mind. I stress 
creativity and try to use the students’ 
background to help give them ideas for their 
projects,” Weisbart said.
     Sophomore Bertha Zubiate, one of Weisbart’s 
students, enjoys his class very much.
     “He’s really energetic,” Zubiate said. “He’s 
a really cool teacher and he makes the class 
interesting.”
     Zubiate also appreciates Weisbart’s different 
teaching style. He is not the “here’s a handout” 
type of guy.
     “He shows you the ideas, and then gives you 

something similar to do. You use what you just 
learned, but you have to think.” Zubiate said.
    Historically, Chapin’s  Teachers of the Year 
have been people who who can make sure 
the students learn. They are teachers who 
can inspire and lead students in the right 
direction.
 “Mr. Weisbart is an easy guy to get 
along with,” said Benjamin Brown, one of 
Weisbart’s junior students. “He always makes 
his point [in class]. He gives us perspective in 
how fun a career in computer programming 
can be.
      Weisbart was elected by the Chapin faculty 
to be this year’s Teacher of the Year.  When he 
advanced to the next level, he had to complete 
an essay and attend personal interviews. 
The judges chosen for this event are a mix 
of former Teachers of the Year, community 
representatives, and former educators and 
administrators.  
     “People think that we chose the Teacher of 
the Year,” said Margaret Gallardo, the District 
Special Events Organizer for EPISD, “but the 
[EPISD] Administration really has nothing to 
do with it.” 

Chapin Teacher of the Year Craig Wiesbart helps Justin Flores as Bertha Zubiate looks on. in the web design class.  
Wiesbart was named on of the 5 Secondary Education EPISD district finalists. (photo by journalism staff)
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Chapin’s newly installed turf reveals Rodarte’s logo in the center and bright CHAPIN letters in the endzone. (photo by 
journalism staff)

Husky Makeover: 
Athletic field get 

new logo, synthetic turf



Tim Kim, Danielle Costanzo, and Rodrigo Rodriguez work on their systems control program during the first day of 
regional competition. The team competed against several other El Paso high schools and received first in the competi-
tion and will be competing against other first place teams from across Texas at the state competition in Waco. (photo by 
Courtney Hollingsworth)

    Competing in the regional competitions 
March 29 through April 1, the TSA chapter 
of Chapin High School took first place as a 
school for the seventh year in a row.
    “The students put a lot of effort into their 
projects because they love their topics. They 
won’t put forth as much if they’re not working 
on something they’re passionate about,” said 
TSA sponsor Pamela Cook.
    The chapter’s success at regionals was due 
to the hard work of the students involved with 
TSA on their individual competitions. Stu-
dents began preparing for competition as early 
as January, when the events were selected, and 
didn’t stop until the day of their event. Some 
events required participants to prepare their 
project prior to competition, while others were 
on site competitions with no preparation.
    “I spent about two months working on my 
project for medical technology. I had to re-
search a modern medical procedure and make 
a prototype of the solution for it. It took a lot 
of extra time to finish everything,” said sopho-
more Genny Crotte.
    The students were not alone in preparing for 
the regional competition. Teachers like Cook, 
CIM instructor Deborah Simon, and several 
other faculty members across campus offered 
the students plenty of help in getting materi-

als for their projects and organizing the events 
the days of competition. Some teachers even 
allowed students to work on their projects dur-
ing class time.
    “We gave the students access to web sites 
with information about their topics and com-
petitions to help them,” said Cook, “There 
were days that we wanted them to have their 
notebooks and presentations done by so we 
could review and correct them and still give 
the teams time to fix any mistakes,”
    Not only did the chapter take first place 
overall, 26 members qualified for state level 
competition by earning first place in at least 
one event. Several state qualifiers placed sec-
ond or third in another competition, allowing 
them to compete in those events at state also.
    “Our film was a tear jerker, so it was ex-
hilarating when I found out that my team and 
I qualified to go to state with it,” said senior 
Joshua Anklam.
    With opportunities to compete at nation-
als, work for the state qualifiers has just begun.     
“It was a lot of fun being able to meet new peo-
ple from other schools at the competitions,” 
said junior Amanda Howard, “Just getting to 
compete in the events with everyone is a lot of 
fun too,”
    The Texas TSA competitions will take place 
May 6 through May 8, 2010 in Waco, Texas 
with the state qualifiers leaving May 5.

By Marissa Morales, Staff writer

TSA to send 26 qualifiers to state contests

Chapin UIL teams 
advance to regionals
    March 27: the day of all days. The day when 
the students of Chapin High School went and 
competed in events such as writing, literature, 
math, current events, science, and let’s not 
forget acting. They came together and showed 
how smart and skilled huskies can be at the 
annual district UIL competition.
    “To practice for the science UIL we go over 
old tests and topics that people are having the 
most problems with. We also do peer tutoring. 
The team meets once a week during the first 
semester starting in October and twice a week 
second semester,” said science coach Pedro 
Calderon.
    Most University Intercollegiate League 
competitions usually consist of students 
competing on written tests based on different 
academic categories. For some students this is 
the most nerve wrecking time of the year, but 
for others it’s not big deal. 
    “I get kind of nervous because it’s all grade 
levels competing against each other, so I have to 
go against seniors too,” said junior Cassandra 
Rocha.
    For senior Rebecca Harrison, this was her 
third year competing in  UIL, and with really no 
practice throughout the year this is her second 

    “It felt very good. It was an accomplishment 
for me seeing as it was the first time for me 
advancing that far. I was glad to be part of 
that,” said senior Taylor Santos.
    After all the wins and losses in UIL for 
Chapin High School the teams will definitely 
be prepared for successes next year.
 Junior Mary Hetz said, “UIL was fun 
and I really enjoyed it. For next year I plan on 
practicing more and going into the competition 
with more confidence.”

By Samantha Quijas, staff writer

The cast for the one act play “I Never Saw Another 
butterfly” are sitting around having a meeting during the 
after school rehearsals as they prepare for UIL. (Photo by: 
Courtesy of yearbook) 

time being able to advance to San Angelo for 
regional in the event of Ready Writing.
    “I’m really excited about going into regionals. 
Hopefully I can do better when I go to San 
Angelo. It really is a good opportunity,” said 
Harrison.
    Not all the students advancing were 
experienced. One of the newspaper students, 
senior Justin Rosario, won third place in 
headline writing. This was his first year in 
newspaper and his first time ever competing in 
UIL. 
    “When I got to the competition I felt like I 
didn’t belong there so I was just expecting to 
go and try my best not to embarrass Chapin 
High School or the journalism department,” 
said Rosario. “The turnout was far from what I 
expected and I’m very proud of the way things 
turned out. Now I just hope that when I get 
to San Angelo that I give it all that I have to 
offer.”
    With all the academic events going on there 
was also award winning competition going on 
in the drama department. The cast went into 
UIL performing their One Act play “I Never 
Saw Another Butterfly.” With this play they 
were able to advance through zone and districts 
but unfortunately lost at area to Riverside and 
Burges.

News

Overall District School Standing: Chapin 2nd place
Teams: Calculator Applications 2nd place, Cross Examina-
tion Debate 2nd place, Literary Criticism 2nd place, 
Mathematics 1st place, One Act Play 1st place tie, Science 
2nd place, Speech 1st place
Accounting: Luis Zuniga 6th place
Calculator Applications: Alfredo Chavez-Hernandez 2nd 
place, Cassandra Rocha 4th place, Luis Zuniga 6th place

Current Issues: Seth Willmarth 1st place, Greg Warmack 
2nd place
Editorial Writing: Paige Bloxdorf 5th place
Headline Writing: Justin Rosario 3rd place
Informative Speaking: Jamie Salazar 1st place,  Virginia 
Rios 4th place
Lincoln Douglas Debate: Benjamin Hirsch 4th place
Literary Criticism: Claire Soto 2nd place, Keifer Stone 
cipher 5th place
Mathematics: Eleonora Witzky 1st place, Cassandra Rocha 
3rd place, Alfredo Chavez-Hernandez 3rd place
Number Sense: Cassandra Rocha 1st place, Eleonora 
Witzky 4th place
Persuasive Speaking: Eric Paul 2nd place, Abel Rodriguez 
5th place
Poetry Interpretation: Jamie Salazar 1st place, Virginia Rios 
6th place
Prose Interpretation: Jessica Gruver 1st place, Rudy 
Ramirez 4th place
Ready Writing: Rebecca Harrison 2nd place
Chemistry: Alfredo Chavez-Hernandez 1st place, Daniel 
Sanchez 1st place
Science: Eleonora Witzky 2nd place, Alfredo Chavez-
Hernandez 4th place, Joe Bisonnette 6th place
Social Studies: Greg Warmack 4th place
Spelling and Vocabulary: Laurelynn Austin 6th place

Volume 9, Issue 5   5



EP City Council passes cell phone ban 

 he El Paso City Council banned the use 
of cell phones without a hands free device, while 
driving on April 1, 2010. This city ordinance 
was proposed by Representative Rachel Quintana 
in response to studies made that promoted cell 
phones as a major cause of car accidents and to 
help protect the general public from the dangers 
of cell phones and driving.

“The big [problem] is that using a cell phone 
requires you to shift your attention and your 
hands to a small device in the car. You are not 
focused on the road and on controlling the 
vehicle,” said Council Representative Susie Byrd, 
who voted in favor of the ordinance.

The Council passed the ordinance with a split 
6-2 vote. Representative Carl Robinson did not 
support the new ordinance, despite the fact that 
he later voted for it. 

“There is no factual data in El Paso to 
substantiate that cell phone use is a major 
contributor to auto accidents. According to 
experts in the American Automobile Association 
and the National Highway Safety Association, in 
all of the cities with cell phone bans there has 
been no decrease in accidents as a result of cell 
phones.” Robinson said.

Rep. Steve Ortega was a representative who 
supported this ordinance.

“I spoke with Eric Sheldon, the Assistant 
Chief of Police. He supported this ordinance and 
his research backed it as well.” Ortega said.

 

 
BACKGROUND

 The wireless communication device ordinance was passed on March 9, 
2010 by City Council.
 
INTENT

 The intent is to promote traffic safety by reducing driver distractions 
while using a cell phone. 
 
WHEN CAN YOU USE YOUR WIRELESS COMMUNICATION 
DEVICE

 While stopped AND off of the roadway. When the device is a part of 
the vehicle or affixed to the vehicle. All wireless communication devices must 
be used solely in a voice-activated or other hands-free mode SAFELY while 
operating on a public roadway at all times.
 
CANNOT USE A WIRELESS COMMUNICTION DEVICE

 Even the temporary or brief use of a hand-held wireless communication 
device is generally unacceptable and can result in a citation.The use of a hands-
free device can still result in a citation if it is used in an unsafe manner which 
results in driver distraction or unsafe vehicle operation. 
 
IN AN EMERGENCY YOU CAN USE YOUR DEVICE
 Request emergency assistance to report a traffic accident, medical 
emergency, or serious traffic hazard, or to prevent a crime about to be committed 
or other life threatening event or danger.
 
QUICK REVIEW
 If you hold your cell phone while driving OR use a hands-free device 
in an unsafe manner you may receive a citation under this ordinance.
 
For further information, please contact Police Detective Mike Baranyay, 
Public Information Officer, 

at 564-7322.

 

According to Representative Eddie Holguin 
who voted against the ordinance, other factors 
that could be seen equally as distracting as a cell 
phones are not banned. 

“I didn’t support it [the ordinance] because 
safety was the number 1 reason cited for it, 
but 28% of car accidents are from holding a 
hamburger. Less than 8% is from cell phones. 
Holguin refers to Virginia Tech Transportation 
Institute and the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration as well as other studies for 
his statistics.

There are instances when drivers can legally 
use their phones.

“You can use your cell phone to call 911, but 
it is up to the discretion of the police officer to 
write you a citation. If you can prove that you 
were dialling 911, then of course the citation will 
be dropped,” Representative Eddie Holguin said.

The final vote of the City Council was 6-2 
with Representatives Holguin and O’Rourke 
against the ban.

“Unless there’s is more substantial data to 
support this, my position won’t change,” said 
Representative Holguin. “Statistically, it is 
wrong.” City Council still plans more discussion 
for interpretation of the law.  School zones and 
hands-free devices are in still in question. Also, 
fines for citations are said to be ranging from 
$115 to $500.  “There are a lot of loopholes,” 
Representative Holgiun said. “ For example, 
it is at the officer’s discretion [if you receive a 
citation]. What might seem wrong to you might 
not seem wrong to someone else.”

TBy Madison Merritt, Senior Editor & 
Luka Fatuesi, Staff Writer

Catch me 
if you can.

Stop!!

“I think that it’s a good idea 
because now there would be fewer 
accidents and now people can 
focus on the road, rather than the 
conversation they are having.”  
 Jasmine Lucero, 12th 

I think it doesn’t really matter 
because people will text regardless 
so there is no point.” 
 Milton Roberts, 11th 

A
gainst 

Fo
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City Council Representative Eddie Holguin, Jr. meets with  Chapin Chronicle journalists about his opinions and vote 
on the recent cell phone ordinance. “Unless there is data [that proves otherwise] I don’t see my position changing.” 
(Photo by Philip Gonzales)
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National Honor Society of Chapin High School

Urges You To 

Drive Safely



Winning their Area game, Chapin’s 
Varsity Girls Soccer team had something to 
prove this year and they did. They said it loud 
and proud that Huskies deserved their two-
time area title after their win of 1-0 against 
Canutillo High School Eagles.

“It feels really good [to win]. I wasn’t 
sure how well we were going to do this year, but 
we won Area and it feels like an achievement,” 
senior defensive player Michelle Teter said. 
 After regular play, the game was still 
tied  0-0, which forced the two teams into 
overtime where sudden death rules applied. 
Within the first 15 minute overtime half, the 
winning goal was scored from the 12-yardline 
by Chapin forward Brandi Minton.

“We all had a goal set to win, We all 
worked hard and didn’t want it all to go to 
waste. Most of the team were seniors and 
we wanted to make the season memorable,” 
seniors Jasmine Valdez and Mireya Saenz said 
enthusiastically.

Their season’s preparation for each game 
that came their way, and finally, for the Area 
game victory would determine their success 
out of El Paso. During their warmup before the 
game, they had the look of dedication on their 
faces and the vision of success on their mind.

“[My regret was] that we didn’t dominate 
the whole game like we could have done,” Emily 
Luth, one of four freshmen varsity players, 
said. 

The game was not without it’s 
consequences: Luth received nasty blows to the 
face during the game- three times.  Those fouls 
gave the Lady Huskies more spirit to win each 
time Luth did her free-kick.

“We all jumped and screamed, took lots 
of pictures, and thanked our opponents,” senior 
Jasmine Valdez said.

Lady Huskies secure 2nd Area title 
By Destiny Kelly, staff writer

				Chapin		 Scores
v.	Del	Valle	 	 0-0
v.	Irvin	 	 1-0
v.	Bowie	 	 4-0
v.	Jefferson	 	 1-1
v.	Burges	 	 5-0
v	El	Paso	 	 4-1
v	Andress	 	 1-0
v.	Irvin	 	 1-0								
v.	Bowie	 	 2-0
v.	Jefferson	 	 1-0
v.	Burges	 	 1-0
v.	El	Paso	 	 1-0

Baseball teams look to 
dominate districts

(Read from top left to bottom right) Coach Amber Mack, Jasmine Valdez, Serena Works, Susan Diaz, Bailey Tooke, 
Chastity Carrillo, Michelle Teter, Linda Vicario, Mireya Saenz, Asst. Coach Justine Logsdon, William Clarke, Tiffany 
Berry, Brandi Minton, Vanessa Parra, Crystal Perez, Briana Williamson, Destiny Kelly, Julian Estrada, Amanda 
Howard, Emily Luth, Sarah Vicario, Amanda Herrera, Mia Caldwell. (file, photos)

Where: Outlet Mall
Date and Time: June 4-5 
7AM-7PM

Where: Hanks High School
Date and Time: May 21-22 
7AM-7PM

Where: Bliss Stout Track
Date and Time: April 30-May 1

“Another lab, is another birthday celebrated”

Register	at:	http://www.RelayForLife.com
Contact	us	at:	1-800-ACS-2345

Emily Luth, center middle, kicking the ball to a 
teammate. The game ended in a winning game of 2-0 
against Bowie High Bears. (photo by Journalism Staff)

Sarah Vicario, forward, shoots the ball toward the goal 
in which the goalie caught. The game ended in a winning 
game of 1-0 against Irvin High Rockets. (photo by 
Journalism Staff)

 Stealing the District Champion Title 
is Varsity’s and JV’s primary focus for this year. 
Currently undefeated, the Varsity Huskies hit 
a home run, finishing the season as district 
champs with an undefeated record.
 “I feel that being undefeated is 
a direct reflection of how hard these kids 
practice before the games,” said Coach Salais, 
the assistant coach for the Varsity team.
 Preseason started a bit rough, but 
once they got the ball rolling, the team stuck 
together and became a winning unit, remaining 
undefeated in district. It’s no wonder why their 
goal was coming into focus as they improved 
their playing ability throughout the season.
 “The team chemistry has gotten 
better. They are more comfortable with each 
other, while playing on the field [and it shows].” 

said Salais.
 This year many players found 
their way onto the baseball field, so after the 
selections were made for the JV and Varsity 
teams, two C-teams were created instead of 
one.

 “It shows that the program	 is 
successful. If the program was bad, no one 
would join.” said Head Varsity Coach Fernando 
Aguilar. “Also, it gets the younger players 
exposed to how the Varsity plays and level they 
will need to compete at.”
 The Varsity team is exceptionally 

strong, in both team work and play action. 
They work hard to earn their keep; everyone in 
the team does their best. 
 “We have a good team this year,” 
said Jason Krafton, a Varsity baseball player. 
“Everybody contributes to the game.” 
 The coaches are very supportive of 
all of the teams, they have high standards that 
raise the bar for every baseball player.
 “They expect us to work hard,” said 
Krafton, “but they also expect us to have fun.”

PETE JOSEPH’S Pro Shop
School Jackets - Embroidery
 Chenille Emblems
 Screen Printing 
Trophies - Plaques - Awards 
Engraving 

8951 Dyer St.                    (915) 751-4551 

By Justin Rosario & Luka Fatuesi, Staff writers

Pitcher Aaron Poblano pitched a fast ball in which struck 
out the Burges batter. Huskies won the game at 2-0 
against Burges High Mustangs. (photo by journalism staff)
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By Ariel White, Staff Writer

Hits and runs for Lady Huskies, shortstop Hernandez scores scholarship
     Chapin softball returned this season and 
quickly shifted into full swing. The Lady 
Huskies are working hard this season, being 
tied for first with Burges. “I’m pretty confident 
about how this season will go, but I know hard 
work is what’s going to have to be behind it all,” 
said junior Lydia Urbina.
     Their first loss was to the Burges Mustangs, 
and by only one run. The Mustangs continue 
to be the biggest rivals to the Huskies. It seems 
for as long as Chapin has played softball, the 
Mustangs and the Huskies have battled to the 
end of the season, with the Huskies pulling 
ahead and leading the rivalry series.
     The plan for the Lady Huskies is to slide 
ahead of Burges to the first place slot.
They’re working hard to uphold their usual reign 
over the district; and to redeem themselves 
from last year’s third place setting. 
“I have high expectations because I know what 
this team is capable of winning district, bi-
district, and area,” junior Lydia Urbina said.
        Lady Husky shortstop Belinda “B” 
Hernandez continued to put Chapin softball 
in the news by signing her letter of intent to 
play softball at the collegiate level for Huston-
Tillotson University, an NAIA schoolin 
Austin.
 Hernandez told the El Paso Times that playing 
in college has been a goal of hers since she 
was a freshman. Although other schools made 
offers to Hernandez, she feels she has made a 
good choice in Huston-Tillotson.By Paige Bloxdorf & Ariel White, Staff Writers

 Staff Sgt. Joshua Mills, 24, a native of El Paso, TX 
was killed on September 15, 2009 while serving his nation 
overseas in Afghanistan. On February 16th, at the opening 
game of the softball season against Montwood High School, 
Chapin hosted a dedication service for the fallen soldier in 
remembrance of his sacrifice for his country. His older brother 
Quent Mills, the head coach of Chapin’s Varsity softball team, 
wanted to put a flag in remembrance of his brother who always 
stood by the flag pole during many of Chapin’s home softball 
games. The family of SSG Mills attended the ceremony and 
wanted to forever honor the memory of Joshua at the flag pole 
watching the game. 

In Loving Memory of
 SSgt Joshua Mills

Chapin Choir sings for the fallen soldier.

The Lady Huskies stand in honor of SSG Mills

The parents of SSG Mills

Montwood Softball team presents the parents 
of SSG Mills with flowers.

A Dedication to SSG Joshua Mills

SPORTS
Volume 9, Issue 5   9



Students tinker with technology for Engineering Week

Juniors Berta Zubiate and Erika Romero prepare their sumo car for the annual competition in Mrs. Deborah Simon’s 
class. (photo by Marissa Morales)

Chapin engineering magnet students 
experienced many activities and presentations 
throughout the 5th Annual Engineering Week, 
Feburary 22-26.

“Engineering Week proved to be a 
satisfying week full of energy and fierce 
competion,” junior Jesse Clary said.

From the Sumo Car competition done 
by the CIM classes to the various presentations, 
E-Week gave students a chance to learn about 
engineering from professionals. Speakers from 
companies like Raytheon and Total Orthotics 
along with students from UTEP and the Art 
Institute took time out of their day to come 
and educate the students.

“We want to get students interested in 
engineering as a whole, not just in our line 
of work,” said Raytheon representative B.J. 
Herrera, an electrical engineer himself.

Most presenters brought along a 
PowerPoint presentation with a summary of 
their field of engineering, while others brought 
along things to get their audience engaged in 
a hands on activity. From the UTEP Civil 
Engineering group bringing in their truss 
bridge that competed in a national competition 
to the Raytheon representatives bringing in 
small scale catapults, the presentations were 
far from uneventful.

“This is the first time I’ve been able to do 
an activity like this,” Freshman Bianca Duran 

By Marissa Morales and Samantha Quijas, Staff Writers

said after experimenting with the catapult. “It’s 
so much better than working on the computer 
like we normally do.”

The hands-on activities were what 
seemed to get the students most interested in 
what the speakers were saying. However, not 
all of the activities were brought from off 
campus.

“The sumo cars kind of tie everything 
that we’ve learned in engineering into one fun 
event,” senior Joshua Anklam said.

One of the events that students look 
forward to every year, especially the juniors, 
is the sumo car competition. Simon uses the 
competition as a way to teach students about 
computer programing.

“I like [sumo cars competition] because 
it helps the students build teamwork skills,” 
Computer Integrated Manufacturing teacher 
Deborah Simon said.

To help the students relate to engineering 
beyond high school, several presenters from 
UTEP came to talk about their senior projects 
and the organizations they are a part of.

“With the senior projects, we still have 
our advisors, but they don’t help as much as 
they used to in high school,” UTEP senior 
Javier said. “We have to come up with our own 
ideas and make them work ourselves.”

Not only were there presenters from 
companies like Raytheon and schools like 

UTEP, a representative from the Navy did 
come to talk about engineering.

“I’m not here to recruit students into the 
military, I’m just letting them know that there 
are engineering opportunities while in the 
Navy,” Petty Officer Salvador Saenz said.

With engineering week ending, the 
engineering students always look forward to 
next year.

Junior Cassandra Rocha said, “ It gave 
us an opportunity to see what real engineers 
do. It helped us a little clearer idea of what we 
want to be in the future.”  
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new	or	Used
The pros and cons of buying new and used cars

-Used cars are always cheaper on insurance. Buying new immediately means 
you’re placed in a high risk group, as damage to a new car can prove costly for the 
insurance company if they have to pay out for the repairs.
-Taxing old vehicles isn’t as costly as taxing a new car. Taxing your used Vauxhall 
car won’t cost half as much as trying to tax a brand new Porsche, so its just 
common sense really. The fact tax is much lower on used cars makes used instantly 
more appealing to buyers.
-Because used cars are generally so much cheaper than new cars, this also means 
that you are more likely to be able to pay for the car outright, rather than have to 
go down the finance route. Finance on a car can prove to be costly, especially if 
you are a young driver and paying out a couple of hundred pounds a month on a 
brand new car. However, if you opt for a used car then you might not have these 
concerns.

  Used car facts & tips

 New car facts & tips

-	One thing that has made used cars more appealing is their improved reliability
-	Ask yourself what kind of car do you really need? If you think about what you 
need over your wants, things will be alot more clear. And save you from spending 
money and a flashy car thats nothing you need.
- Consider all the vehicles in that class. Sometimes there are other cars in that 
class that you will like more, for less.
-	Feel free to go online and search for all your options. You may find out things 
you don’t even know.
-	Go to a dealership where they will help you with everything you need. Make sure 
they’re not bluffing and don’t be afraid to test drive that sucker!
-”Go somewhere where they do what they say!” said Marta Lozano, 
saleswoman for Mack Massey Dealership.
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2face
Face

     Responsibility, a term we have heard numerous times during 
our lifetime, keeps affecting our daily lives. Its weight increases 
as time passes and asmore tasks are assigned. During puberty 
hormones inside young adults rage. Emotional feelings and 
sexual desires never been thought of before rise to the conscious 
level of the mind.
     Abstinence, meaning the active decision to not have sex prior 
to marriage is a choice we must make as teens. This decision 
can be considered a personal choice. Some people view this 
as a choice of being whole and not giving any physical piece 
of themselves to anyone. They consider the emotional and 
meaningfulness of a relationship. Let’s be honest: are there 
not other ways that love can be expressed besides having sex 
together? We believe in the finer things in life and not the finer 
things that are purely physical. The argument for sex should 
no longer be considered “Because I love him/her,” “Everyone is 
doing it,” and “The majority of it is for fun.”
     Teens these days are under the misconception that it is now 
okay to have sex at our age. Our peers are greatly influencing 
this idea, and because many of us are so naive, we sometimes buy 
into the peer pressure and end up losing our virginity to someone 
who, let’s face it, probably won’t be in our lives forever. 
We believe that waiting to share this amazing gift with the person 
you’re going to be with for forever is a significant decision. If 
you respect yourself and the ones you love, you should be willing 
to wait and see if the relationship you are in really is what you 
want. And, if your significant other isn’t happy with your choice 
to wait, then he/she isn’t right for you. Sex isn’t everything. 
There are much more important details in a relationship to 
experience.     
 God blessed us with our bodies. They are temples, and 
in that, He hoped we would protect them. Safe sex does not 
exist, ladies and gentlemen. Using a protection while having 
intercourse does not automatically make sex safe. Nothing, 
under any circumstances is “100%” effective. Plus, sex was 
created to make children. Plain and simple.  If you are not ready 
to have a baby, don’t have sex. 

For many, a vow of abstinence promises that you will wait 
until you get married before you have sex because you shouldn’t 
be having sex if you’re not old enough to get married. The flaw 
in this logic is that through more raw times of history, people 
got married in their teenage years. It wasn’t until the 1950’s 
that the rate of young marriage and teenage sex decreased to 
an average of about 21 years old. However, those days of purity 
were extremely short lived after the teen-sex rate skyrocketed to 
16 years old in the 1980’s. This rate continues through today.

Maybe the solution isn’t teens avoiding sex. Maybe the 
solution is teens getting married. Personally we think both 
solutions are equally ludicrous. We think teens should just be 
left alone to make their own decisions, but we think they should 
be more fully educated.

And honestly, if every tiny physical, candid detail about 
what can happen during or because of sexual intercourse actually 
happens (as revealed in health and anatomy classes), there are 
numbers of teens who can silence their libidos out of sheer fear 
of STD’s and pregnancy. 

Having proper, accurate information about their bodies 
would help teens make better choices for their situations.

In the end teenagers will do what they want, when they 
want, depending on their situation. Peer pressure, vengeance on 
their parents or just as away to fit in are a few reasons teenagers 
might choose to have pre-marital sex. 

But if they are going to do something, it’s always better to 
be educated then to rush into something blindly.

Most teens having sex probably don’t know all the 
facts about safe sex or abstinence. They mainly know they 
can have sex, have safe sex, or have no sex.

The argument from the purity ring wearers is that 
abstinence is the most efficient method of pregnancy and 
disease prevention; and for the religious aspect, because 
God wants us to remain pure in body and spirit.

   While we remain at risk for a religious debate, we’d 
rather not comment on the prospect of God’s wants. In 
our opinion “refraining from any activity that leads to an 
exchange of body fluids” (which is ‘how abstinence works’ 
according to americanpregnancy.org) is too much self-
restraint to ask from today’s average teenagers and their 
raging hormones. 

As far as disease and pregnancy prevention, 
contraceptives are cited to be just as effective as abstinence 
when used properly.      

To have (safe)
By Ashley Carillo, John Sy, Ariel White

By Paige Bloxdorf & Justin Rosario

Or not have 

of high school students are 
virgins

54%

of teens surveyed recently 
said sexual activity for 
high school-age teens 
is not acceptable, even 
if precautions are taken 
against pregnancy and 
sexually transmitted 
diseases.

58%

Abstinence Statistics

Sex...

of teens who have had 
sexual intercourse said 
they wish they had 
waited.

82%

of teens desire to 
have one marriage 
partner for life.

63%

Statistics taken from: http://www.
missthemess.com/statistics/abstinence.php

Teen Sex Statistics

•  In El Paso County, nearly 1 in 5
   sexually active teens report having
   their first sexual experience at the
   age of 12
•  In Texas, in 2006, 62% of teen births
    occured among Latina girls
•  Every 10 minutes a teenager in Texas  
 gets pregnant

Sex?

  Teen births in El Paso 
 •  77.9%  Hispanic
 •  46.8%  Black
 •  31.8%  White
 •   6%  Other
    rate per 100,000

Statistics are from a) Paso del Norte Health Foundation 
b) National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned 
Pregnancy c) Raneria L.G. and Weiman, C.M. (2007) social 
ecological predictors of repeat adolescent pregnancy. d) City 
of El Paso Health Department (2007) Statistics compiled 
from El Paso Teenage Parent Center presentation materials


