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CHAMPION TOWNSHIP 
Marquette County 
 

Community Description & Demographic Data 

Champion Township is located in Marquette County, 

approximately 30 miles west of the City of Marquette. 

Development is concentrated around the community of 

Champion which is located in the southwest corner of the 

township. The community is situated on a low plain and on 

two east-west running ridges on either side of the plain. 

Champion has served historically as an iron mining community, 

with mining activity beginning in the late 1860's. Most 

development has occurred on leased mining company land.  

Some of the land owned by mining corporations has been sold 

and the release of additional lands is under consideration.  

Apart from the community of Champion, there is little 

development within the township. 

Understanding an area’s population trends helps evaluate a 

community’s existing and future needs. These statistics will 

assist Champion Township in determining the direction of local 

capital improvements and related expenditures for recreation 

planning. They are also a useful tool in creating recreation 

guidelines for the Township.  

As seen in Table 1.1, the percentage of population change 

from 1960 to 2010 for Champion Township is negative 40 

percent. This decrease in population is below the national, 

state, and county average. Although the total population of 

the State has increased, the populations of many rural areas 

have decreased.   

Age distribution of Champion Township is displayed in Table 

1.2 and is broken up into four age groups: preschool age, 

school age, working age, and retirement age.                    

Compared to Michigan and Marquette, Champion Township 

has a lower proportion of its population in the 15-19 age 

group. It does, however, have a slightly higher population of 

retirees than Marquette County and the rest of the state. These 

trends are important when considering parks and recreational 

Table 1.1 

Population Trends 

Selected Areas 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 
% change 

’60-‘10 

Champion Township 495 519 460 346 297 297 -40.0 

Marquette County 56,154 64,686 74,101 70,887 64,634 67,077 19.5 

Michigan 7,824,965 8,875,083 9,262,078 9,295,297 9,938,444 9,883,640 26.3 

USA 179,323,175 203,302,031 226,542,199 248,709,873 281,421,906 308,745,538 72.2 
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facilities, programs, and the specific preferences of community 

members through all phases of life. 

 

 

Poverty level for a particular year is determined by the 

Bureau of the Census and is based on a complex formula that 

includes 48 different thresholds. As the data indicates in Table 

1.3, Champion Township has a poverty level higher than that 

of Marquette County and state and national averages.  

Utilizing demographic 

information such as 

population, age distribution, 

and population below poverty 

level in the planning process 

helps guide how to best create 

and maintain recreational 

facilities and programs for the 

communities in which they serve which are accessible and not 

too cost-prohibitive.  

Administrative Structure 

This Recreation Plan is designed to provide for the 

development of needed recreational facilities within 

Champion Township.  

The responsibility for recreational planning falls under the 

auspices of the Champion Township Planning 

Commission. This 5 member commission meets once each 

month during which it receives input from individuals and 

groups from the community. 

The provision and administration of local recreation 

opportunities in Champion Township is the responsibility of 

the Champion Township Board. Responsibilities include 

policy-making and programming as well as the installation, 

Table 1.3 

Percent of Population  

Below Poverty Level, 2014 

Champion Township 24 

Marquette County 16.8 

Michigan 16.9 

USA 15.6 

Table 1.2 

Age Distribution, 2014  

Age 
(years) 

Champion 

Township 

% of 

total 

pop. 

Marquette 

County 

% of 

total 

pop. 

State of 

Michigan 

% of 

total 

pop. 

5 years 35 11.2 3,394 5.0 596,286 6.0 

PRESCHOOL AGE 35 11.2 3,394 5.0 596,286 6.0 

5-9 years 22 7.1 3,175 4.7 637,784 6.5 

10-14 years 20 6.4 3,612 5.3 675,216 6.8 

15-19 years 12 3.8 5,029 7.4 739,599 7.5 

SCHOOL AGE 54 17.3 11,816 17.5 2,052,599 20.8 

20-24 years 7 2.2 7,465 11.1 669,072 6.8 

25-34 years 24 7.7 8,154 12.1 1,164,149 11.8 

35-44 years 37 11.9 7,212 10.7 1,277,974 12.9 

45-54 years 40 12.8 9,052 13.4 1,510,033 15.3 

55-59 years 33 10.6 5,414 8.0 683,186 6.9 

60-64 years 33 10.6 4,544 6.7 568,811 5.8 

WORKING AGE 174 55.8 41,841 62.0 5,873,225 59.4 

65-74 years 31 9.9 5,691 8.4 724,709 7.3 

75-84 years 9 2.9 3,367 5.0 444,940 4.5 

85+ years 9 2.9 1,426 2.1 191,881 1.9 

RETIREMENT AGE 49 15.7 10,484 15.5 1,361,530 13.8 

Total 312 100 67,535 100 9,883,640 100 
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operation, and maintenance of the community’s recreation 

areas. Recreation financing is approved by the Township Board 

which expends approximately $4,000 on recreation annually. 

This amount may vary however year-to-year based on 

expected or anticipated projects to be completed. This budget 

is ear-marked on an annual basis as a line-item in Champion 

Township’s General Fund.  

Due to goals over the next five years, Champion Township’s 

recreation budget is slated to average $10,000 per year over 

the next five years.  

As the Recreation Organization Chart 

illustrates, Champion Township 

employs one full-time maintenance 

employee responsible for 

maintaining township recreational 

facilities.  Volunteers, both 

individuals and groups, such as from 

the schools, also work in partnership 

with the township during scheduled 

community-based maintenance 

events and are considered integral 

“worker bees” at township-owned 

parks.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.1 displays the flow of recreation responsibilities and 

organization for Champion Township. 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer/Community Relationships 

The township has a positive working relationship with the 

Champion Township Lions Club, among several other 

volunteer and community groups. The Lions Club participates 

in the annual Memorial Day observance and members 

volunteer their time willingly to support park projects. The club 

has also helped fund special projects within the parks. Other 

groups have also provided funds, assistance, and support for 

Table 1.4 

Projected  

Recreation Budget 

YEAR BUDGET 

2017 $10,000 

2018 $10,000 

2019 $10,000 

2020 $10,000 

2021 $10,000 

2022 $10,000 

Planning 

Commission 
(Advisory) 

Champion  
Township Board 

Township Staff 

& Volunteers 

Figure 1.1 

Champion Township Park and 

Recreation Organizational Chart 
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projects and programs in the community including the 

Champion Volunteer Fire Department, the Boy Scouts of 

America, and the National Guard. 

 

Recreational Facility Inventory 

Within and nearby Champion Township there are a number of 

publicly and privately-owned recreational facilities.  These 

facilities provide a wide spectrum of recreational opportunities 

that township residents and visitors can enjoy year round. An 

accessibility assessment rating for each township-owned park 

was completed by the Champion Township Planning 

Commission. 

There are several hundred acres of land available for year 

round day use within the township.  These lands are available 

through private lands listed under the Commercial Forest 

Reserve Act and corporate land made available through 

established policy and state owned land.  

Each township-owned recreation site was assigned a rating by 

the Planning Commission after reviewing the 2010 ADA 

Standards for Accessible Design.  Most township facilities were 

constructed prior to the implementation of these guidelines 

and therefore received a low rating.  Some of the inadequacies 

of the facilities are:  rough terrain, steep inclines, lack of 

adequate parking, and limited or no access to restroom 

facilities.  It is a goal of the township to improve the 

accessibility rating at each site so that all individuals may enjoy 

the benefits each site offers. 

The rating scale is as follows: 

 

1. None of the site elements meet ADA Standards for 

Accessible Design 

2. Some of the site elements meet ADA Standards for 

Accessible Design 

3. Most of the site elements meet ADA Standards for 

Accessible Design 

4. All of the site elements meet ADA Standards for 

Accessible Design 

5. The facility was build or renovated to meet the principals 

of universal design 

 

 

Champion Township 

Recreation  

Facility Inventory 
Township -Owned sites 

 
 

 

 

 

Beacon Playground 

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2 

This one acre site on purchased land offers many means to 

recreate. Features at the Beacon Playground include: 

o Basketball court 

o 4 court horseshoe facility 

o Pavilion 

o Swings 

o Sandbox 

o Picnic Tables 
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Berle LaPin Veterans Memorial Park 

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2 

This one-half acre recreational site is located on the corner of 

U.S. 41 & Blackhill road. 

o Concrete memorial cenotaph 

o Depot-style pavilion 

o Picnic tables 

o 3 flag poles with flags 

o Landscaped park area 

 

 

North Side Playground 

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2 

Northside Playground is located on the north side of U.S. 41 and 

is approximately 3 acres.  

o Basketball Court 

o Volleyball Court 

o Pavilion 

o Cooking Grill 

o Playground equipment 

o Swings 

o Picnic Tables 

 

Champion Cemeteries 

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 1 

Champion Township has two cemeteries. One is located in the 

southern portion of town just off of Highway US 41 and the other 

is located across from the Van Riper State Park entrance. Both are 

used as places of relaxation and research. 

o Benches o Tombstones 

 

 

Champion Horse Pulling Grounds 

Accessibility Assessment Rating: 2 

43 acres of purchased land north of U.S. 41 and home of the 

annual draft horse pulling show.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo from: Champion Horse Pulling Event Facebook Page 

Mager’s Creek Wetland 
Accessibility Assessment Rating: 1 

 

The 29.2 acres of wetlands and Mager’s Creek is utilized for 

wildlife/nature viewing. 

 

Champion-Van Riper State Park Non-motorized trail 
Accessibility Assessment Rating:  3 

A 1 ¼ mile long walking and bike trail connecting the west end 

of Daliba Road in Champion to Van Riper State Park.  

Constructed in 2008, and extended in 2012, with local, state, and 

federal funds, this paved pathway provides a safe route of travel 

between Champion and Van Riper State Park.  

 
o Bike racks and benches 

o 8 foot wide paved walking & biking path 

o Directional and safety signage 

o Historical information signage 
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Recreation Facilities Located Within or 

Nearby Champion Township 
Not Owned or Maintained by the Township 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Van Riper State Park 

Van Riper is a State Park located two miles west of Champion 

near Lake Michigamme and encompasses 1,055 acres in total. 

Facilities at Van Riper State Park include: 

 

o Campsites, cabins, and group 

use areas with available 

electrical service and wifi 

o Sanitation station  

o Concession/store 

o Picnic area with fire pits/grills 

o One-half mile sandy beach 

o Trails 

o Picnic Shelter 

o Playground 

o Restroom Facilities 

 

 

 
Diorite-Michigamme and Republic-Champion 

Snowmobile Trails 

 

23 and 13 mile trails located on area railroad grades. These are 

State of Michigan designated multi-use trails 5 and 8.  

  

 

 

Martin’s Landing 

 

Clowry ORV & horseback riding trail located on an old railroad 

route along the Escanaba River.   

  

Republic/Champion Grade Trail 

 

ORV & horseback riding trail located on the route of an old 

railroad line between the communities of Republic and 

Champion.  

  

 
 

 

Grant History 

Applicant App. No. Project Title Grant Amount 

Champion 

Township 
26-01388 

North Champion 

Recreation Area 
$4,039.69 

Description: Cleaning/brushing, filling/grading, playground equipment, 

LWCF sign 

Year: 1985, Grant Closed 

Applicant App. No. Project Title Grant Amount 

Champion 

Township 
TF89-264 

Champion Parkland 

Acquisition 
$15,000.00 

Description: Acquire 20 acres for development of township park to 

include ball field, tennis courts, picnic pavilion, and historic park.  

Year: 1989, Project Cancelled 

Applicant App. No. Project Title Grant Amount 

Champion 

Township 
TF01-049 

Wetlands and Mager’s 

Creek Acquisition 
$6,795.00 

Description: Acquisition of 29.2 acres of wetlands and Mager’s Creek for 

eventual development as a wildlife/nature viewing area/ A Small 

Acquisition Grants Initiative (SAGI) Project.  

Year: 2001, Grant Closed 
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The Township has received three grants through the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources, one of which was cancelled.  

 

Planning Process 

The Champion Township 5-Year Recreation Plan was updated 

to correspond with the changing recreation needs of the area. 

The Champion Township Planning Commission was 

instrumental in preparing this plan as they took the time to 

evaluate current recreation facilities, and to reach out to those 

that utilize recreational parks and facilities. CUPPAD Regional 

Commission staff coordinated with Champion Township while 

creating a draft of the plan.  

A twenty-question survey was created in an effort to gain a 

broad spectrum of public input. The survey was available 

online on the Champion Township website, and paper copies 

were available at the Champion Township office, a local 

business, and the US Post Office. In total, 36 surveys were 

completed. A copy of the survey along with a summary of the 

survey results are provided. According to the survey results, 

the top recreational activities that respondents and/or their 

families felt should be enhanced include: ORV Trails (31%); 

walking trails (27%), snow shoe trails (25%), and biking and ski 

trails (21%). Complete survey results were analyzed by the 

Champion Township Planning Commission to ensure 

alignment with the 5-Year Recreation Plan and the needs of 

the community in which it reflects. 

The public comment period notice and details of the public 

hearing were published in the Mining Journal on December 23, 

2016. The plan draft was available for public comment 

beginning 01/02/2017. The draft plan was available at 

Champion Township Hall, www.championmichigan.org and 

www.cuppad.org .  

  

 

Goals and Objectives 

Goal - The following goals are guidelines that will be 

used by township officials when making recreation 

development decisions. 

 Centralize recreational activities into the Wetlands 

Development and Restoration Project for recreational 

opportunities throughout the township.  

 Provide recreational opportunities that are consistent 

with identified needs and that overcome deficiencies.  

 Provide recreational opportunities for all age and social 

groups within the township. 

 Provide recreational opportunities that are regional 

and/or tourist oriented.  

 Design developments for multiple and/or year-round 

use where possible. 

 Design recreational developments that enhance 

economic growth and development opportunities in 

the township. 

Goal - Long range objectives which are designed to 

act as broad guidelines for Township evaluation 

purposes include: 

http://www.championmichigan.org/
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 Expand existing facilities as demand for recreation 

services increase.  

 Acquire additional land to support future recreation 

development.  

 Develop cross country ski trails, snowshoe trails, biking 

trails, and walking trails. 

 Develop tourist oriented recreation opportunities that 

have a country theme and that promote the mining 

history of the area. 

 Design and construct a multi-purpose all-seasons 

community building for the mixed use of: social 

gatherings, emergency disaster center, senior activities, 

youth groups, lectures, nature center, etc. 

Action Plan 

To determine which types of recreation areas and facilities are 

appropriate to any given community, guidelines and standards 

must be tailored to specific geographic areas.  Local standards 

are developed from national and state standards; however, 

there are times when the population and geophysical size of a 

community is important in the assessment process.   

The recreation plan developed by CUPPAD (Central Upper 

Peninsula Planning and Development) Regional Commission 

Regional Recreation Plan contains standards that are 

appropriate to communities in the central Upper Peninsula.  

The CUPPAD standards which have been adopted by the 

Champion Township Board include: 

Rural recreation areas should provide recreational activities for 

all ages, a multi-purpose area and a portion of the area 

developed as an athletic field for organized team sports.  

The area should also provide for passive pursuits.  

The recreation area guidelines are:  

Population Served - Entire Township  

Accessibility - Central to Population  

Minimum Size - 5 Acres 

Desirable Size - 7-10 Acres  

The specific facilities to be provided should be based on the 

expressed desires of the residents of Champion Township.  

After discussions of the various community groups and 

interested residents, the following have been identified as 

possible recreation facilities to be developed:  

Trail Development 

Develop a trail system connecting the east side of Champion 

to Van Riper State Park and points north and west.  This trail 

system should include provisions for motorized and non-

motorized users. 

Wetland Park Development 

The Township recently purchased a large wetland area within 

the village with the aid of a MDNR Trust Fund grant.  This area 

can be developed into a recreational area including green 

space, hiking and biking trails, creeks and ponds, wildlife 

habitat, and wildlife viewing areas. 

Horse Pulling Grounds Maintenance, Renovations, and 

Expansion 

Township residents are very proud of the long-standing history 

of horse pulling in Champion and the pulling grounds that 
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have been developed over the past 50 years.  The grounds 

have been used for varying events over the years including 

equestrian events, concerts, mud drag competitions and more.  

Improvement and expansion of this facility is a desired goal of 

the majority of township residents. 

Continued maintenance and expansion of existing 

township recreational facilities. 

The township has built and maintains two playground facilities 

that have seen recent improvements, but additional 

improvements have been suggested by residents such as new 

play equipment, additional picnic tables, and new basketball 

standards and backboards, tennis courts, and an ice skating 

rink. 

Recreation Development Schedule 

Champion Township 

Project Description Year 
Funding 

Source/Cost 

Continue design and planning of an 

expansion of the existing Veterans Memorial 

Park. 

2017 

Township 

General Fund/ 

Recreation 

Fund ($2,500) 

Continue planning and development of a 

connecting trail route between the existing 

DNR trail which ends on the east side of 

Champion to the new trail to Van Riper on the 

west side of Champion.  Mark, brush and clear 

as much of this section as possible. 

2017 

Township 

General Fund/ 

Recreation 

Fund ($2,500) 

Recreation Development Schedule 

Champion Township 

Project Description Year 
Funding 

Source/Cost 

Begin drafting a more detailed plan for a 

wetland park and trail system.  Hire 

consultants as appropriate to analyze the 

current watershed health.    

2017 

Township 

General Fund/ 

Recreation 

Fund ($2,500) 

Continue planning and development of a 

motorized ORV trail route through Champion 

from east to west and possibly to the north. 

2017 

Township 

General Fund/ 

Recreation 

Fund ($2,500) 

Begin planning and design of a community 

outdoor recreation facility with tennis courts 

doubling as a winter ice skating facility. 

2018 

2019 

MDNR 

grants/ Local 

Funding/ 

Donations 

($20,000)  

Continue development of the non-motorized 

trail connecting east and west Champion.  This 

development can include parking areas, 

restroom facilities, a graded or paved trail 

surface, interpretive and directional signage, 

and boardwalks or bridges where necessary, 

wildlife viewing platform and pavilion. 

2018 

2019 

MDNR 

grants/ Local 

Funding/ 

Donations 

($20,000) 

Continue additional planning and 

development of the wetland park to include 

green areas for recreation and plant and 

animal habitat. 

2018 

2019 

MDNR 

Grants/ Local 

Funding/ 

Donations 

($20,000)  

Explore the expansion of the trail system to 

both the east and west allowing connectivity 

to the Huron Bay grade road, the North 

2018 

2019 

 

MDNR 

Grants/ Local 
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Recreation Development Schedule 

Champion Township 

Project Description Year 
Funding 

Source/Cost 

Country Trail, the Iron Mining Heritage Trail 

and other points west and north. 

Funding/ 

Donations 

($20,000) 

Plan and construct improvements at the 

Township-owned Horse pulling grounds.  

These improvements could include, but are 

not limited to, improved restrooms, an 

enclosed pavilion, improved kitchen and 

dining area, improved concession area, a 

grandstand, expanded and improved arena, 

horse stables, camping facilities, improved 

roads and parking, and trail connectivity to 

the existing trail system. 

2020 

2022 

 

MDNR 

Grants/ Local 

Funding/ 

Donations/ 

Private Grants 

($250,000) 

Estimated Costs: 

2017 Development: $10,000 

2018-2019 Development: $80,000 

2020-2021 Development: $250,000 
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Champion Township Board Meeting 

February 13, 2017 

Call to order: Supervisor, Tina Koski called the meeting to order at 6:29 pm 

Members present: Tina Koski, Supervisor, Jeremy Bowen, Deputy Clerk, Linda Pelkola, Treasurer, Sonya 

Lapin, Trustee, Debbie Wolf, Trustee. 

Absent: Catherine Bowen, Clerk 

Visitor’s: Richard Waisanen, Jerry Ekdahl, Betty Brotherton, Mrs. Champion, Jim Belpedio, Mr. 

DeAugestine  

Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

Approval of minutes: MOTION: to approve minutes made by Tina Koki second by Linda. AIF. 

Treasurer report: was read and placed on file. 

Approval of agenda: Tina made motion to approve second by Linda. AIF. 

Motion made to close regular meeting and hold Recreation plan hearing by Tina second Linda AIF. 

Mr. Simula discussed the REC plan. 

Public comment was offered. 

After board Discussion the board decided to accept the resolution of adoption of the 5 year recreation 

plan a roll call was made, Tina, Sonja, Debbie, Linda with Catherine absent and the plan was accepted. 

Motion was made to close the recreational plan hearing and re-open regular scheduled board meeting 

made by Tina second by Linda AIF. 

Committee reports: 

 FIRE no calls. Trained on thermal imaging camera and gas meter detector, counter and sink are 

in for fire hall kitchen 

 EMS no report 

 PLANNING COMMISION rezoning of 40’s and blight 

 ZONING ADMIN question on tickets or not to ticket?? 

 MCTA mta conference spring banquet (4people) 

 

Public comment: none 

 

Claims: question on pre-pay propane balances so need to investigate further, city of Ishpeming for 

library services, Linda made a motion to pay support by tine roll taken 

 

Communications: census need address updates, LSCP project support, MSU offers training for medical 

marijuana card, senior letter asking about snowplowing and sent letter to explain that plowing is on an 

as able basis, road commission offered paving and crack sealing. DNR a latter 4 properties added to CFR 



 

OLD BUSINESS: Highway signs keep checking on progress. Road weight restrictions on Main Street,  

NEW BUSINESS:  budget review motion by Tina to adopt budget as needed supported by Linda roll was 

called motion carried 

: Mr. De Augustine made presentation on the bond referendum in May. 

12. QVF computer wait until next meeting,  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Mariam raise for planning commission… Jim Belpedeo voiced opinion that he feels a 

raise should be in order, also asked on tracking his hours, Jerry Ekdahl suggests that chop should receive 

a raise 

ADJOURNMENT: Tina made a motion to adjourn Linda supports AIF. 

Catherine Plankey, Clerk 
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