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D’VAR DONNA 
 
I am writing to you from Vandalia, IL where our coach overheated last week. We 
are “camped” in the parking lot of a repair facility where we had to wait for a part. 
Of course it arrived late Friday so we are spending the weekend here.  We have 
done some sightseeing and a lot of relaxing. The fall and winter went by quickly, 
but we were able to get together with members of CHAI at the Western Area Rally 
in Indio, CA and as Jay writes later at Passover.  We also got together with several 
members socially. 
  
A Dozen Does It 

As you know declining membership is one of FMCA”s biggest problems.  Each 
chapter member who signs up a new FMCA member will receive a thank-you 
letter, a $10 recruitment coupon, and a postcard from FMCA's national office. 
Then send the postcard to FMCA. Make sure you put the name of the 
chapter - - CHAI-Chavurat Yehudim.   

I currently have 4 free memberships that you may want to hand to motorhome 
owners who would like to join FMCA.  If a family who receives a free membership 
coupon joins FMCA, that free membership (up to five per chapter) will count 
toward the 12 new members that a chapter needs to sign up in order to receive 
the prize package. We received 1 box in 2011. Let’s try for 2 in 2012. 

Remember: The more members we can recruit, the more benefits we can enjoy.  I 
would like CHAI to participate.  

Help Wanted As you may notice I wrote the Sunshine column. Our 
Sunshine Lady is no longer a member of FMCA and therefore had to 
be dropped from CHAI. If you are interested in assuming this role 
please let me know. 
 
Associate Member 

CHAI also has declining membership.  If you sell your motorhome, you may 
continue your membership in FMCA as an Associate Member – and thereby remain 
a member of CHAI too.  An Associate member has all the rights and benefits of a 
Family Member except the right to vote or hold office. You can still attend rallies 
and conventions, use mail forwarding, and you can remain a member of our 
chapter. 

Personal Information:  If you change your E-mail or snail mail address, 
your phone numbers or your coach, please notify me and FMCA as soon as 
possible.  We like to keep our roster as up-to-date as possible and make sure you 
can get all the news.  It also makes sure that others can easily contact you. 

 

 



 

LINKS 

 www.Chai-
FMCA.org 

http://groups.yaho
o.com/group/Chai-
FMCA/ 

www.fmca.com 

Charlie’s letter 
(PDF 

info@badges-r-
us.com 
www.Badges-R-
Us.com 

http://www.andiesisle.
com/creation/magnific
ent.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAI EVENTS  

 

 

Third Annual FMCA Chai Chapter 
Winter Rally	  

December 20- 26, 2012 
SUN-N-FUN Resort & Campground 

7125 Fruitville Road, Sarasota  FL 34240 
www.sunnfunfl.com  800 843-2421  or 941-371-2505 

 
 

 
Plan to attend a "Chai Winter Rally"  December 20-25 at a five star RV resort in 
Sarasota, Florida. Nearly 50 (!!!) of us had a great time so we're doing it 
again...and have an even better "Rally Rate"!  
 
SUN-N-FUN is a full function facility with tons of things to do including a new 
indoor pool and full exercise facility.  In fact, we have heard tell about the 
campground that if you stay there and are bored, it's your own fault.  SUN-N-Fun 
is near Sarasota's Main Street, Siesta Key Beach (#1 in the U.S.), Lido Beach, 
Turtle Beach, world-famous St. Armand's Circle (lots of up-scale shopping), 
Ringling Museum, Selby Gardens, theaters, Myakka River State Park, Red Barn 
Flea Market, etc.  And, what would a meeting of Jews be without tons of great 
restaurants? 
 
SUN-N-FUN is offering us a "Rally Rate" of $31.50 (includes tax) per night for full 
hook-ups with 50 amp service.  This is applicable for rally dates and before and 
after stays. The $31.50 rate can be used for up to TEN DAYS.   A rec hall, tennis 
courts, and  a dog run are close by. Park reservations must be made directly with 
the resort.  Contact Mr. Dan Healy at 1-800-843-2421 (dhealy@sunnfunfl.com).  
Mention the CHAI Rally to receive our discount.   

 
NOTE: Sun-n-Fun is holding 30 sites for us in the same area of the park but are 
not all adjacent. Those wanting to park next to each other should make 
reservations as soon as possible and mention your request when each of you 
make the reservation.  
 
Rally fee is $10 per coach is due by 11/20/12. Make checks payable to 
 Ellyn Ingalls, 5715 Hwy 85 N, #800, Crestview, FL 32536 
 
Rally events to include:  
• Shabbat Eve Services followed by Pot Luck Dinner 
• Pizza ($) and Game Night  
• Lox & Eggs Breakfast ($) 
• Chinese on Christmas ($) 
• Chai's traditional 4PM Nosh-n-Sip most nights 
• And much more! 
Please consider volunteering to chair one of the above Rally events.  
 
Have a wonderful year and see you in December! 
 
Ellyn Ingalls 
ellynmae@gmail.com 
203-417-8484 
 

We already have 2 CHAI gatherings planned for 2013: 

January 9 -13, 2013 Western Area Rally, Indio, CA which Bernie & Marlene Dobrin 
will once again coordinate. 

March 24 – 27, 2013 CHAI Passover Rally, Indian Waters RV Resort, Indio, CA 



 

FMCA Rallies 
& Conventions 

      2012 

FMCA’s 86th 
Convention       
Aug. 27-30 
Indianapolis IN 

GLASS              
May 22-28 Berrien 
Springs, MI 

Northwest Area 
June 21-24     
North Bend,OR 

Northeast Area  
July 19-22      
Essex Junction, VT 

Rocky Mt. Ramble  
Sept. 11-16    
Cam-Plex WY 

South Central Area  
Sept. 26-30  
Shawnee, OK 

Eastern Area 
(GEAR)             
Oct. 10-14      
York, PA    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

which Jay and I will once again run. 

. 

I would like to challenge all of you to get together with other CHAI members 
during this year.  We would love to have you join us at rallies and conventions but 
if you can’t, check your roster and find some members to go camping with or just 
get together for dinner.  It doesn’t have to be a rally – just any kind of a get-
together is fun.  Please let me know so I can keep track of how many members 
actually make contact 

L’hitraot  

 Donna 
 
Yahoo Group 
Do you know that you can communicate with all CHAI members via our Yahoo 
email group? All you do is (1) join the email group; (2) send an email to the list 
and Yahoo will send it to the CHAI Membership. 
There is only one problem: only 77 of our over 100 members have signed up.  
Please go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Chai-FMCA/ and click on 'Join." 
When you do I will cross reference your name and email address with our 
membership roster. Then I will activate your membership. 
 
It's easy. It's convenient. Please join today! 
Lew 

 

From the Editor     
 
AFIKOMAN FOUND 
CHAI’s 2012 Passover Rally was held at Indian Waters RV Resort in Indio, Ca April 
5 -7.  Everyone had a great time at this full-service campground as the now 
familiar format was followed:  a pre-Passover pizza party, 2 seders (1st night 
catered & 2nd night potluck), and a matzah brei breakfast (prepared by the men) 
on the final morning.  Several people came in early (under the rally rate) and did 
some sightseeing/shopping.  Ten rigs and 2 park models were filled and the seders 
had 30 people on the first night and 24 on the second.  The rally was so well 
received, it will be held March 24 – 27th next year at the same resort and promises 
to be even bigger.   
 
Set these dates aside and encourage friends and family to come.  We had several 
such attendees this year and even had a new family join both FMCA and CHAI.  
Thanks to all who participated and made this a real success, and a special thanks 
to President Donna who made all the arrangements. 
 
Reviews:  

Donna and I saw the show “Jerusalem” – a one-man show by Dudu Fisher.  He is a 
Sabra who dedicates this musical show to Jerusalem and Judaism.  We were 
possibly the only Jews in the audience – we were, afterall, in Branson, Missouri.  It 
was a very good and heartwarming show, but imagine a whole audience of mostly 
goyim standing and singing with him about Mashiach – the Messiah – in Hebrew.  
I urge you to see Dudu if you get the chance. 

 
 Laugh-a-lot: 
 
A sweet Jewish grandmother telephoned Mt Sinai Hospital. She timidly asked,  "Is 
it possible to speak to someone who can tell me how a patient is doing?"  The 
operator said, "I'll be glad to help, dear. What's the name and room number of the 
patient?" The grandmother in her weak, tremulous voice said, "Norma Shapiro , 
Room 302.”  The operator replied, "Let me put you on hold while I check with the 



 

 

 

 

 
CHAI BADGES   

Below is the official 
supplier of CHAI 
badges.  They will 
need your name 
and F# and what 
city and state you 
want on your 
badge.  We have 
HA’OLAM (The 
World) on ours. 

BADGES “R” US 
(760) 212-0682 
(877) 231-1682 
email: 
info@badges-r-
us.com 
www.Badges-R-
Us.com 

 

The Sunshine 
Report 
R’fuah shlema to 
the following 
members: Mark 
Weil who had back 
surgery, Howard 
Chase who had his 
hip replaced and 
Shelley Topf who 
had shoulder 
surgey. May G-d 
grant you each a 
speedy and 
complete recovery.   
Mazel Tov to Steve 
& Judy Czarsty on 
the birth of their 
grndaughter and 
Norm & Shelley 
Topf on the 
purchase of their 
new house. 
If you have 
knowledge of a 
member’s simchah 
or sorrow (yours or 
someone else’s) 
please notify me.   

nurse's station for that room."  
After a few minutes, the operator returned to the phone and said,  "I have good 
news. Her nurse just told me that Norma is doing well. Her blood pressure is fine; 
her blood work just came back normal and her Physician, Dr. Cohen, has 
scheduled her to be discharged tomorrow." 
The grandmother said, "Thank you. That's wonderful. I was so worried. God bless 
you for the good news."  The operator replied, "You're more than welcome. Is 
Norma your daughter?"  The grandmother said, "No, I'm Norma Shapiro in Room 
302. No one tells me bupkis." 
 
 

 

Q:  Why did Adam and Eve have a perfect marriage? 
A:  He didn't have to hear about all the men she could have married, and she 
didn't have to hear about the way his mother cooked  
 
Q:  What business is a yenta in? 
A:   Yours 
 
Q:  How do Jewish wives get their children ready for supper? 
A:  They put them in the car.  
 
Q:  What is the technical term for a divorced Jewish woman? 
A:  Plaintiff    
 
Q:  What does a Jewish woman do to keep her hands soft and her nails long? 
A:  Nothing at all    
 
Q:  Define "genius" 
A:  An average student with a Jewish mother  
 
Q:  If Tarzan and Jane were Jewish, what would Cheetah be? 
A:  A fur coat 
 
Q:   What mechanical device causes the most arousal in a Jewish woman? 
A:   A Mercedes 550SL convertible  
 
Jewish proverb: "A Jewish wife will forgive and forget, but she'll never forget what 
she forgave."  
 
One of life's mysteries - how a 2 Ib. box of chocolates can make a Jewish woman 
gain 5 lbs.  
 
Another of life's mysteries is when a Jewish man hangs something in his wardrobe 
for a while and it shrinks two sizes! 
 
The trouble with some Jewish women is that they get all excited about nothing; 
then they marry him.    
 
A Bar Mitzvah is defined as the day when a Jewish boy comes to realize that he is   
more likely to own a professional sports team than he is to play for one.  
 

Thanks again to all who have contributed to this newsletter.  If you send in a 
recipe, joke, movie or book review, or share an experience you have had, please 
relate it as a Jewish experience – as you’ll note this issue’s contributions do.   

N’siyah Tovah 

Jay 


