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D’VAR DONNA 
 
I am writing this as the leaves are starting to turn and I am cooking for Yom Tov 
while Jay is blowing shofar and chanting the Torah. The smells and sounds in the 
coach elicit so many memories.  As I reflect on the past year there were many 
positives both for me personally and for CHAI. Even though we had some major 
problems with the coach, lost some travel time and had to change plans I choose 
to remember the times with our family, the new friends we made. and the friends 
we shared good times with - -some as a direct result of the breakdowns.  Jay and I 
both had some health problems, but consider ourselves lucky compared to so 
many.  CHAI had 2 successful rallies and had gatherings at 6 area rallies and both 
conventions. At Redmond we had a 1st as Diane Koirth and I became B’not 
Mitzvah.  It’s not too early to plan to have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah at Madison, 
WI next August. Contact Jay if you are interested. 

As we begin a new year Jay and I want to wish each of you a Shana Tovah.   

Remember the roster is to be used to locate CHAI members and make contact with 
individuals.  Do not send your personal travelogue, holiday wishes, jokes or 
political statements to members, the place for that is the CHAI Yahoo group.  
Lew, our Yahoo site manager, has included the link to that elsewhere in the 

newsletter.  We have actually lost a few members because of misuse of our roster.   

 Mazel Tov to the newly elected officers. 

I want to thank Lew Mann for editing our newsletter and being our webmaster.  At 

this time he is unable to continue. He will still manage the Yahoo group. 

Geoff Ingalls is the new webmaster. Our new Website is still under construction. 

Check it out. The new url is: www.Chai-FMCA.org  

Jay will be our new editor. 

Jay is now the Jewish Chaplain for FMCA and at Redmond he gave the invocations 
for the Governing Board and Annual meetings. We have come a long way!! 

The fall issue of Reform Judaism has a very nice article about CHAI written by Anna 

Lee Braunstein.  Check it out!  (pp12-13)  Congratulations! 

A Dozen Does It 

FMCA has a new recruiting campaign.  As you know declining membership is one of 
our biggest problems.  Each chapter member who signs up a new FMCA member 
will receive a thank-you letter, a $10 recruitment coupon, and a postcard from 
FMCA's national office. The member will then send the postcard to me, Donna.  
When I have accumulated 12 postcards,  CHAI will receive a prize package (limit 



two prize packages in 2010).  

I currently have 3 free memberships that you may want to hand to motorhome 
owners who would like to join FMCA.  If a family who receives a free membership 
coupon joins FMCA, that free membership (up to five per chapter) will count 
toward the 12 new members that a chapter needs to sign up in order to receive the 

prize package. 

Remember: The more members we can recruit, the more benefits we can enjoy.  I 
would like CHAI to participate. If you find someone who wants to join CHAI, but 

doesn’t belong to FMCA you have 2 choices. 

1. You can request one of the 5 free FMCA memberships from me and sign them 

up for CHAI. 

2. You can recruit them for FMCA and get the credit and give them 1 free year 

membership in CHAI. 

If you recruit a member for FMCA who is not interested in CHAI, we would 
appreciate it if you still forward your postcards to me so the chapter gets credit.  
Let’s see if we can get 2 gift boxes in 2010.  Currently, we need 3 more for 1 prize 

box and 18 for 2. 

 
Associate Member 

CHAI also has declining membership.  If you sell your motorhome, you may 
continue your membership in FMCA as an Associate Member – and thereby remain 
a member of CHAI too.  An Associate member has all the rights and benefits of a 
Family Member except the right to vote or hold office. You can still attend rallies 
and conventions, use mail forwarding, and you still have Medex or starting in 

January the new FMCAssist. 

Bylaws and Standing Rules Committee 

The bylaws and standing rules were updated at the meeting in Redmond.  They will 

appear on our new website. I want to thank the committee for their work. 

National Director’s Report 

The FMCA 84th International Convention was recently held in Redmond, Oregon at 
the Deschutes County Fair & Expo Center with approximately 2000 coaches in 
attendance. The Governing Board meeting was held on Wednesday, August 11, 
with 290 chapters present. Two of the by-laws changes were passed as presented 
with the one exception being Proposal # 1 relating to the changes in terms of 
National Officer. The adopted change allows the President, Senior VP, Secretary, 
and Treasurer to be elected to a two year term and if they desire they may run for 
election to a second two year term. The term limit for each of those offices is four 
years. All proposals made to amend policy and procedures were approved. 
The proposed 2011 budget, with a $91,570.00 operating loss was passed as 
presented by the National Treasurer. The Budget passed quickly. 
Starting January 1, 2011 Medex will be replaced by a different program.  This new 
program will be called FMCAssist.  Watch for details in the January issue of FMC 
magazine and on the FMCA website. We will be getting better coverage and it will 
cost FMCA less money. 
 
Personal Information:  If you change your E-mail or snail mail address, 

your phone numbers or your coach, please notify me and FMCA as soon as 
possible.  We like to keep our roster as up-to-date as possible and make sure you 
can get all the news.  It also makes sure that others can easily contact you. 



 

FMCA Rallies & Conventions 

2010 

There are 3 more area rallies remaining. If you plan to attend one or more of these 
and would be willing to coordinate any CHAI activities, please let me know 
ASAP.  Until a coordinator is announced, notify me if you are planning to attend 

any of them.  

South Central Sept.29-Oct.3 Shreveport, LA 

Rocky Mountain Oct. 12-16 Farmington, NM 

GEAR Oct. 20-24 Winston-Salem, NC 

 

2011 

 

If you’re going to Indio, and/or Goshen contact Bernie Dobrin; for Brooksville 
contact Joe Elowsky.  Don’t forget INTO at Goshen (May) – we are an INTO chapter 

and will be volunteering - -we will be selling FMCA merchandise. Plan ahead now!! 

 

Western Area Jan. 12-16 Indio, CA 

SEA Feb. 2-6 Brooksville, FL 

FMCA’s 85th Convention March 14-17 Perry, GA 

INTO May 11-15 Goshen, IN 

GLASS May 26-29 Berrien Springs, MI 

Northwest Area  June 2-5 Albany, OR 

Northeast Area July 21-24 Essex Junction, VT 

FMCA’s 86th Convention Aug. 10-13 Madison, WI 

 

CHAI BADGES   

Below is the official supplier of CHAI badges.  They will need your name and F# 
and what city and state you want on your badge.  We have HA’OLAM (The World) 
on ours. 
BADGES “R” US 
(760) 212-0682 
(877) 231-1682 
email: info@badges-r-us.com 

www.Badges-R-Us.com 

  

 



FUTURE CHAI EVENTS  

CHAI Winter Kick-Off Rally  
 December 21-25, 2010 
  Blue Parrot RV Resort, Lady Lake FL 
  BlueParrotResort.Com, (352 753-2036) 
  
Please plan to attend a "CHAI Winter Rally" to be held December 21-25 2010 at a 
great Mid-Florida location.  The Blue Parrot RV Park in Lady Lake FL is a full 
function facility including a fine meeting hall located near our RV parking areas. 
This location is ideal visits to near-by attractions offered in the Orlando area, such 
as Disney World, University Studios, and Sea World. In addition, the world famous 
"The Villages" community is only minutes away.  Attractions there include nightly 
entertainment venues such as fine restaurants, music and dance programs, 
village tours, and much more. We also are invited to attend, and participate in 
Friday night services at Temple Shalom (reform) with members Ed and Eileen 
Levine. Also planned are  "pot luck" dinner, bagels and lox breakfast, and dinner 
at Katie Belle's, a member only restaurant located  on the Square in "The Villages". 
You’ll also find great shopping opportunites in "The Villages Town Square"! 
  
Blue Parrot RV Resort, is offering a "Rally Rate" of $29.70 per night for 30 amp 
service and is applicable for rally dates, and before and after stays. Cable TV is an 
additional $ 2.00 per day for those who choose it. Three 50 amp sites are available 
on a first come basis.  Park reservations must be made directly with the resort. The 
E-address is  www.BlueParrotRVResort.com.  Phone is 352-753-2026. Mention 
CHAI Rally to receive discount and for proper site selections. 
  
For additional program information write to Ed & Eileen Levine at: 
Ed12345ed@aol.com  or 
For registration information to: Aaron & Estelle Spandorf at: ASpandorf@aol.com  
941 309-7489 
 
 April 17-20 2011, 6th Annual Passover Rally - Las Vegas, NV  

This is a new venue for us.  Let’s make this our biggest Pesach rally.  Camp with us 

or stay at a hotel – make plans now. More details to follow. 

I would like to challenge all of you to get together with other CHAI members 
during this year.  We would love to have you join us at rallies and conventions but 
if you can’t, check your roster and find some members to go camping with or just 
get together for dinner.  It doesn’t have to be a rally – just any kind of a get-
together is fun.  Please let me know so I can keep track of how many members 

actually make contact. 

L’hitraot 

 Donna 
The Treasurer’s 2 Cents Worth 

There is no Treasurer’s Report this issue as our Treasurer, Alan Wax, is in Alaska. 
Sources report he is panning for gold! 

The Secretary’s Secrets 
Diane is now a fulltimer. She is enjoying her new lifestyle. 

 

 



The Sunshine Lady’s Report 
 
Some of our members are enjoying simchas and going through trying times.  
A hearty Mazel Tov to both Donna Blumenthal and Diane Koirth on each becoming 
a bat mitzvah at Redmond. 
R’fuah shlema to the following members who have recently had surgery; Marlene 
Dobrin, Steve Krauss, Diane Koirth, and Selma Keil. ; May G-d grant you each a 
speedy and complete recovery  
Condolences to Lew Mann on the death of his mother. May G-d grant you comfort 
and may you have only good memories. 
There may be others who have something to share about yourself or other 
members.  Please let me know so I can send them a card and we can include them 
in our next newsletter. 
Shalom, 

Miriam  

Editor’s note:  Mazel Tov to Shayna and Shayla (John & Miriam’s dogs) who will 
appear on the Bideawee calendar in 2011 (month of May).  Thanks to those who 
voted for them.   

Yahoo Group: Do you know that you can communicate with all CHAI members 
via our Yahoo email group? All you do is (1) join the email group; (2) send an 
email to the list and Yahoo will send it to the CHAI Membership. 
There is only one problem: only 77 of our 150 members have signed up.  
Please go to http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Chai-FMCA/ and click on 'Join." 
When you do I will cross reference your name and email address with our 
membership roster. Then I will activate your membership. 
 
It's easy. It's convenient. Please join today! 
Lew 
 

From the Editor  

Thanks to those of you who have submitted items to be included in our newsletter.  
As Donna requested, your experience should be Jewish in content – such as a 
movie or book with a Jewish theme, or a place or experience you had – again with 
a Jewish theme or a recipe.  Please keep those items coming.  Remember, this is 
our newsletter.  I have selected some of these items to be included in this edition 
of Kibbitz. 

Bob & I had a delightful Shabbat experience in Manchester, VT this summer on our 
way to the NEAR with Laura & Shelly Singer. Shelly found the local temple  - 
ISRAEL CONGREGATION OF MANCHESTER  6025 Main Street (Rte 7A) Manchester 
Center, VT 05255 PHONE 802.362.4578 - The congregation welcomed us to their 
Friday night service and a most wonderful oneg.   They even allowed us to stay 
overnight in their parking lot the following night after their Bat Mitzvah guests left.  

This is a wonderful place to stop by if you’re in the area.  

Bob & Janet Corin 

If anyone has been to Tombstone, AZ, do you know there is a cemetery in the 
Tombstone Cemetery for Jews and Indians, within the same cemetery!!  Wyatt 
Earp is not buried there but his wife was Jewish.  He was buried in LA in the early 
part of the 1900,s.  Not a bad idea to get together there before the Spring rally, 
maybe for Passover or whatever.  

 Lew and Arlene Fine 

Book Review:  My book to recommend is:  "All Other Nights" by Dara Horn.  The 



story takes place in the time of the Civil War, and begins as you might guess, on 
the first night of Passover.  The main character, sent as a spy, actually kills his 
uncle by putting poison in his cup of wine and gets away with the murder.  The 
intrigue continues from there, painting a picture of romance and adventure, and 
gives us an idea of southern Jewish living at this time.  Just as the title, "All other 
Nights" has a special meaning to Jews, the author weaves in many other Jewish 
references.  If you don't "get" any of them, it's still a good story, but if you can 
relate to these hidden allusions, it's even more special.  Dara Horn is a vibrant, 
young Jewish author, who has also written, "In the Image," "The World to Come," 
and others.  We heard her speak at a Book Fair in Cleveland last year--and she is 
dynamic in person as well as in her writing.  This book was released in paperback 

this spring, making it perfect to put in your motorhome.  

 reviewed by Sue Spector 

 I’ve always questioned G_D.  I know now that G_D does exist.  The beauty and 
majesty of what I’ve been seeing cannot be explained any other way.  I feel so 
peaceful.  Let me tell you what I’ve seen.  I’ve been in the Columbia River Gorge 
National Scenic Area.  You can see the snow-peaked Mt. Hood from everywhere.  
Picture the Jolly Green Giant standing over his Valley or the Hidden Valley Ranch 
commercial.  See the lush valley with rolling hills of orchards and farmland?  See 
the horses, cows and Alpacas?  See the multitude of different shades of green?  
Smell the flowers?  Hear the locomotive engines of the trains they are pulling?  
Hear the click clack of the trains – can you tell the length of the trains by what you 
hear?  I can. I hope to meet-up with my newly found RV family (CHAI) down the 

road.   

Barbara (Bracha) Rajabi  a new member  

The Funnies: Four Jewish brothers left home for college and eventually they 
became successful doctors, and lawyers - and prospered. Some years later, they 
chatted after having dinner together. They discussed the gifts that they were able 
to give to their elderly mother who lived far away in another city.  The first said, "I 
had a big house built for Mama."  The second said, "I had a hundred thousand 
dollar theater built in the house."  The third said, "I had my Mercedes dealer 
deliver her a SL600 with a chauffeur.”  The fourth said, "Listen to this.  You know 
how Mama loved reading the Torah and you know she can't anymore because she 
can't see very well.  I met t his rabbi who told me about a parrot that can recite 
the entire Torah.  It took twenty rabbis, 12 years to teach him.  I had to pledge to 
contribute $100,000 a year for twenty years to the temple, but it was worth it.  
Mama just has to name the chapter and verse and the parrot will recite it. The 
other brothers were impressed. After the holidays, Mama sent out her thank you 
notes.  She wrote:  Milton, Bubelle-- The house you built is so huge.  I live in only 
one room, but I have to clean the whole house.   Thanks anyway. .Marvin,mine 
Sheyne Kindele-- I am too old to travel.  I stay home.  I have my groceries 
delivered so I never use the Mercedes and the driver you hired is a Nazi.  The 
thought was good.  Thanks   Menachim, Tataleh-- You gave me an expensive 
theatre with Dolby sound.  It could hold 50 people, but all my friends are dead.  
I've lost my hearing and I'm nearly blind.  I'll never use it.  Thanks for the gesture 
just the same.  Dearest Marvin, you were the only son to have the good sense to 

give a little thought to your gift.     The chicken was delicious.  

 
Frank Winter 
 



 

Sukkot Recipe   Apple Nut Cake  

Ingredients: 

Ingredients : 

2 lb. finely sliced apples  

1-1/2 cups flour  

1-1/4 cups lukewarm milk  

1 cup sugar + 2 tablespoons for the top  

4 eggs  

1 cup ground hazelnuts  

1 cup skinless almonds, finely sliced  

1 cup raisins, golden or black  

A few drops of vanilla extract or vanilla sugar  

1 tablespoon cinnamon  

1 pinch nutmeg or clove  

1 pinch ginger  

2 tbsp. rum or brandy; less if you don't like it.  

Juice of two lemons  

Pinch of salt  

Butter flakes 

Preparation: 

Put the sliced apples and the raisins in a bowl, add the lemon juice; set aside. In 
another large bowl mix well the flour and lukewarm milk. Add the eggs one by one, 
sugar, vanilla, rum or brandy, spices, salt and the ground hazelnuts. Mix well to 
make a slightly thick sauce. Drain apples and raisins in a colander and add them in 
the sauce. Mix. Pour the mixture in a baking pan. Sprinkle the sliced almonds, 2 
tbsp. sugar and some butter flakes on the top. One hour in a preheated oven 

180°C (350°F). Try with a knife.  (anonymous) 

CHAI is well serviced at Redmond 

Amid the smoke of the Oregon forest fires, we Jews wandered in to Redmond and 
set up camp.  Some arrived before others and even though we didn’t all get to 
park together, we managed to join together for Happy Hours – also known as 

“Schmooze & Booze.”   

Friday afternoon President Donna Blumenthal presided over our Annual Meeting. 
Over 40 people were present including 3 new members who joined right there.  
Elections were held with the following results:  Donna Blumenthal – President, Joe 
Elowsky – Eastern VP, Bernie Dobrin – Western VP, Diane Koirth – Secretary, and 
Alan Wax – Treasurer.  A Kabbalat Shabbat service followed and 20 people went 
out to dinner afterwards.   



Saturday we had an afternoon (Minchah) service and 2 members, Donna 
Blumenthal and Diane Koirth, led parts of the service and were called to the Torah 
(aliyah) as each became a bat mitzvah.  Thanks to the Jewish Community of 
Central Oregon and Rabbi Schupak and his wife who brought us a Torah for this 
occasion.  About 80 people – members and friends – attended the service and 
enjoyed a wonderful reception hosted by Cal-Am Resorts.  Thanks Mark Franklin. If 
you stay at one of their resorts be sure to let them know you are a member of 
CHAI and leave a thank you for Mark.  This was followed by Havdalah where a 

printed service was used for the first time. 

FMCA chose a picture of the B’not Mitzvah to include in their youtube presentation 
of the convention. Check it out: http://youtu.be/5X8asDm2sR 

Sunday the coaches parted and the Jews once again were off to wander with 

wonderful memories.  

Our next issue will come out around Chanukah.  Got a recipe for latkes?  
How about some pictures of your coach decorated for the holiday?  Send in 
your items so we can include them in that next issue!! 

N’siyah Tovah 

Jay 
Pictures from Redmond – Thanks to Marlene Dobrin 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 


