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James and John Cazier 

and the year they spent with the 
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  James Cazier           John Cazier 

 
In the spring of 1846, Brigham Young sent a letter to President Polk offering to build block houses and stockade 
forts along the trails to Oregon and California for the benefit of future travelers. Many of the LDS Pioneers were in 
dire need and destitute, and this plan would provide much needed services in exchange for government 
compensation. Brigham's plan was turned down. Then, on May 12, 1846, the United States declared war on 
Mexico. President James K. Polk authorized Stephen W. Kearny to receive into service as volunteers 500 of the 
Mormons who were already on the Mormon Trail headed west. On June 26, 1846, Captain James Allen rode into 
the pioneer camp at Mt. Pisgah, Iowa, and asked for volunteers to form a battalion on men to march to California 
for a 1 year enlistment. Brigham Young replied, "You shall have your men, and if we have not enough men we will 
furnish you women." What was officially known as the Battalion of Iowa Volunteers, or the Mormon Battalion of 
Iowa Volunteers came into being. This was the only time in American history that a single religious body has been 
asked to supply an army unit entirely made up of its own members. The clothing, pay, weapons and 
accoutrements (all of which the volunteers were allowed to keep) eventually funded the Salt Lake Valley economy 
with about $50,000 1847 dollars, the equivalent of nearly $1,500,000.00 in 2010 dollars. 
 
On July 16, 1846, the Battalion enrollment was completed with a total of 541 men, along with 95 wives and 
children. James and John Cazier enlisted and were assigned to Company E, under the command of Captain 
Daniel C. Davis. They both held the rank of Private. James had just turned 29, while John was 25. James left his 
young family in Iowa while serving in the Battalion. No other family members accompanied the Cazier brothers. 
 
Captain James Allen moved the Battalion from Iowa to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, departing Council Bluffs, Iowa, 
on July 20, 1846. He died within days of arriving at Fort Leavenworth (having previously been promoted to the 
office of Lieutenant Colonel).
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 Lieutenant Colonel James Allen died at the young age of 40 years. He is buried at the Fort Leavenworth National Cemetery in the officer's 

section (A). 
 
From the journal of Dr. Douglas Houghton: 
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From Leavenworth, Lt. Andrew Jackson Smith took over command and headed the 
Battalion for Santa Fe before the main Army of the West. Lt. Smith was unpopular, 
and was a disagreeable commander. The Battalion had to deal with forced marches 
and other inequities, along with what was viewed as abuses from the Battalion 
doctor who was a friend of Lt. Smith.
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As they marched south and west on the Santa Fe Trail, many soldiers were getting 
sick, due to not having enough food or water, and not having proper clothing. They 
were slowing down the group, and Lt. Smith felt that there were too many women 
and children to keep moving at a faster pace. 
 

On September 16, 1846, the Battalion reached the 
Arkansas and Cimarron Rivers, west of present day 
Dodge City, Kansas. Here they encountered John 
Brown of the Brown Company of LDS pioneers 
traveling from Pueblo, Colorado, back to Mississippi. 
These Mississippi saints had attempted to meet the 
main body of saints on their way west, but at Ft. 
Laramie, found that they were ahead of them. It was too late to continue west, so 
they decided to head south and spend the winter in what is now Pueblo, Colorado, 
and to meet up with the rest of the Saints the next spring. 
 
On hearing of a group of Latter-day Saints just up the river, Lieutenant Smith couldn't 
believe his luck. With an escort of 10 soldiers and under the command of Captain 
Nelson Higgins, he sent a group of ailing soldiers and most of the Battalion's women 
and children up the river 270 miles to Pueblo. Over the next three months, the Army 
of the West would send several sick detachments to Pueblo, and by late December 
1846, the Latter-day Saint population was over 400. 
 
In his book, The Oregon Trail, Francis Parkman described his arrival at Pueblo: 

 
"After half an hour's riding we saw the white wagons of the Mormons drawn up among the trees. Axes were 
sounding, trees were falling and log huts going up alone the edge of the woods and upon the adjoining 
meadow. As we came up, the Mormons left their work and seated themselves on the timber around us, when 
they began earnestly to discuss points of theology." 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

"July 4. Wednesday . . . Lieut. Allen celebrated the anniversary of our independance [sic] by inspecting his soldiers and firing 24 
rounds of cartridges [one for each state, as indicated by Rev. William Boutwell in his journal]. The dread in which the Indians hold 
soldiery is truly astonishing. They consider them as men who have sold themselves to die & are consequently afraid of nothing." 
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 From the journal of Battalion member Zadock Knapp Judd: 

 
"Here our commander, Colonel [James] Allen, laid in a supply of provisions to last the Battalion one year, but by a mishap it was 
sent the wrong road. After a few days rest and a little drilling and learning to use our guns and properly form ourselves into ranks 
and getting baggage, wagons ready we took up the line of march. Our Colonel being unwell at the time was not able to go with us, 
but it was expected he would overtake us in a few days. The next news we heard of him, he was dead. That cast a gloom over the 
entire company. What could we do? Our provisions were not within our reach, our Captains were not yet commissioned; it was said 
we could not draw rations, so a council of officers was held and it was decided to send to Fort Leavenworth and ask for a 
commissioned officer to come and take command. 
 
Accordingly a commissioned officer was sent. His name was [Lieutenant Andrew Jackson] Smith. Colonel Smith took command until 
we arrived at Santa Fe and with the Colonel and staff came a doctor whose name was [George B. Sanderson] Sanders. His 
principal medicine was quinine. The doctor and his quinine played quite a conspicuous part on our journey. Every morning at a 
stated hour the fifes and drums would play a certain tune that was the sick call. If anything was ailing, any of the men, if they had 
taken cold or had blistered feet through walking in poor shoes or anything else, they would go at the sick call and the orderly 
sergeant would go with them and when all the sick were gathered the orderly sergeant would march them to the doctor's quarters, 
and after a slight examination the doctor would give each one a nice little paper containing a dose of calomel. All were treated alike. 
They were told to take it with water before eating breakfast. The men fearing to be salivated (?) would often bury it before getting 
back to camp. After a while the doctor found out the men did not take the calomel. After that they had to take it in his presence. 
During the time men were on the sick list they were excused from guard duty, but had to carry their gun and knap-sack. We were on 
the march every day; all fresh and not much used to walking and it was hard on many of us." 

Lt. Andrew 
Jackson Smith 

Captain James Allen 
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In exchange for supplies, the Brown Company of Mississippi saints helped the local trader/trappers to build a 
number of cabins to protect and reinforce the mud-walled fort. The pioneers built themselves a row of cabins 
about a half-mile away. 
 
In October 12, 1846, the Battalion, along with the Cazier brothers, arrived in Santa 
Fe. Better grazing for the animals was available in Agua Fria, an area about six 
miles south of Santa Fe, so the Battalion encamped there. Command of the 
Battalion was handed over to Lt. Col. Philip St. George Cooke. A second sick 
detachment left the Battalion from Agua Fria with 86 men and 20 women and 
children in their group. 
 
The Battalion continued south following the Rio Grande River, and on November 9 
and 10, 1846, a third invalid detachment was sent to Pueblo from the trail three 
miles west of Truth or Consequences, New Mexico. James and John Cazier were 
assigned to this detachment under the command of Lieutenant W. W. Willis. At this 
time it is unknown for sure whether they were among the sick, or assigned as 
escorts. They were to backtrack over 210 miles to Santa Fe, then travel over Raton 
Pass to Pueblo, a total distance of nearly 500 miles, facing what was sure to be a 
hard journey since it was getting very late in the season for mountain travel. They 
accomplished this in about 40-45 days. 

 
 
On November 17th, the second invalid detachment, which had left Santa Fe in October 1846, arrived in Pueblo, 
joining the Mississippi saints and the members of the first sick detachment. The third detachment suffered the 
greatest hardship of the three groups sent to Pueblo. Because of the lateness of the season, heavy snowstorms 
and their enfeebled condition, many suffered severely, and several died from exposure and the rigors of the cold 
weather. A few days journey south of Raton Pass (7834 ft.), they met together and voted as to whether or not 
they should proceed. The vote to proceed to Pueblo was unanimous except for one, and he changed his mind 
soon afterwards. The snow over the pass was two to four feet deep, with continued cold and piercing wind. Lt. 

Lt. Col. 
Philip St. George Cooke 
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Willis found that some of the party was lagging behind. He separated his group into several smaller parties, with 
stronger men assigned to each to assist those who were in trouble. Some were severely frostbitten. When they 
finally crossed the pass and could see the Arkansas River Valley, they rejoiced in the fact that there was no snow 
and that the ground was bare. Their spirits immediately improved, and they continued towards Pueblo. 
 
From December 20th through the 24th, 1846, the third detachment members arrived at Fort Pueblo. The Cazier 
brothers were among the first group to arrive on December 20th. Immediately upon their arrival, the stronger men 
were dispatched to return upon their trail and bring in those who had been too weak to keep up with the main 
body. When the third detachment arrived, they were described as "haggard and emaciated from the sickness, 
hunger and fatigue which they had endured." 
 
On January 15, 1847, wagons from Bent's Fort did not arrived with the scheduled sixty day's rations. The 
remainder of the winter was spent nursing the sick and preparing for their trip in the spring to California. At the 
time, it was still believed that some of them would return to Santa Fe, and then follow and catch up with the main 
battalion on their way through New Mexico and Arizona to California. 
 
Captain's Brown and Higgins had returned to Santa Fe to collect the detachment's pay, and on May 18, 1847, 
they arrived back in Pueblo, not only with their pay, but with orders as well. The orders they received were that 
the Battalion was to continue on to California, but instead of going south to Santa Fe, they were to go north by 
way of Fort Laramie on the Platte River and then west to California. So, on May 24th, the detachment started 
northward. They roughly followed Fountain Creek north, camping at Jimmy Camp and Fountain Creeks near 
present day Fountain, Colorado. On May 26th, they proceeded north to Cherry Creek and then on to the Laramie. 
On June 11th, they were met by Amassa M. Lyman of the Quorum of the Twelve and others from Winter Quarters 
with the mail from their families and instructions from the brethren. On June the 13th, while the company was 
resting during the afternoon, Elder Lyman addressed the Battalion and gave them the instructions he had 
received from President Brigham Young. It was still assumed that the detachment was to go on to California, but 
their enlistments would be up in just over a month. After meeting with Elder Lyman and others who accompanied 
him, the journey was resumed. 
 
On the night of June 16th, the company camped within one mile of Fort Laramie, about 540 miles west of Council 
Bluffs, where they were originally mustered into service eleven months before. President Young, with a company 
of pioneers making their way westward, had passed Fort Laramie twelve days previous and with a view of 
overtaking them, the detachment made an early start the next morning and followed Brigham's train. The road 
was bad and almost impossible in places, so the travel was slow and tedious; but, they found that they were 
gradually gaining on the pioneers from messages they found at campsites, showing when the pioneers had 
passed that spot. On arriving at the ferry on the Platte River, the detachment learned that the pioneers were only 
one day's travel ahead of them. Finding a blacksmith working there, a halt was called for one day in order to get 
animals shod and wagons repaired. The detachment pushed onward the next morning, but failed to overtake the 
pioneers. Eleven men decided to push on ahead and they caught up with and joined the pioneers at Green River 
on July 4, 1847. The rest of the sick detachments arrived in the Salt Lake Valley on July 29th, five days after the 
advance company under Brigham Young had entered the Valley. Here the members of the various sick 
detachments were formally disbanded, since their year of service was completed, without the necessity of their 
going to California.
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Their service in the Battalion had taken them across what would later be the states of Iowa, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming and Utah. Much of their route in New Mexico and Colorado would be used for 
what is now Interstate 25 and US 85. Traveling on modern roads roughly following the route of James and John 
Cazier while with the Battalion; from Council Bluffs, Iowa, to Salt Lake City, the total journey of the third sick 
detachment would be over 2200 miles. The main battalion can only claim about 1900 miles of march from the 
muster at Council Bluffs to their discharge at Los Angeles. 
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 Why the Mormons did not go to California: 

"If we were to go to San Francisco and dig up chunks of gold, or find it here in the valley it would ruin us. Many wanted to unite babylon [sic] 
and Zion, it's the love of money that hurts them. If we find gold and silver we are in bondage directly. To talk of going away from this valley we 
are in for anything is like vinegar to my eyes. They that love the world have not their affections placed upon the Lord." 

 ~ Brigham Young speech to Mormon Battalion Oct. 1, 1848 
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Incidentally, the route from Pueblo, north following Fountain Creek, passes less than two miles from the home of 
Elizabeth Ann Cazier Smith and her family. The winter camp at Pueblo is less than 25 miles from their home. The 
site is commemorated by a marker near the site, which is now a baseball field complex. 
 

 
Ann Cazier standing by a monument which now stands where the winter camp was at Ft. Pueblo. 

Notice the “Cazier” license plate on the car. 
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