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Photovoice

 Community-based participatory research (CBPR)
 Allows people to document their own lives, as experts 

on what is happening in their communities (Wang, 
2004)

 Use of photography
 Critical discussion
 Consciousness-raising among those taking the photos 

and those viewing them
 Public exhibit or community forum



Community Partners

 The Youth Advisory Committee, Johns Hopkins 
Center for Adolescent Health

 Nedra Ross, Community Liaison, Johns 
Hopkins Center for Adolescent Health

 Layne Humphrey, Director of Communications 
and Community Relations, Johns Hopkins 
Center for Adolescent Health

 Freya Sonenstein, Director, Johns Hopkins 
Center for Adolescent Health

 André Chung, Photojournalist, Baltimore Sun



André Chung



Love as a Public Health Topic

 The youth decided!
 Fills gaps:

- Portrayals of urban youth of 
color (e.g., violence, teenage 
pregnancy, drug use, school 
drop out, etc.)

- Capturing the strength and 
assets that exist within urban 
communities

- Youth can depict their lives to 
the public, through their eyes. 

- Counters deficit-oriented 
models that often problematize 
youth of color. 



Where’s the health in that?

- coronary artery disease
- hypertension
- duodenal ulcer
- alcoholism (Russek & 

Schwartz, 1997)
- psychiatric and somatic 

symptoms (Russek, 
Schwartz, Bell, & 
Baldwin, 1998

 Risk factors

 Demands a broader perspective of public health. 
 Positive perceptions of parental love and caring 

are associated with lowered risk of:



Participants

 Youth Advisory 
Committee (YAC), Johns 
Hopkins Center for 
Adolescent Health
- Prevention Research 

Center since 1993
- Longstanding relationship 

w/ YAC since 1995
 African American youth
 Ages 12-18
 Baltimore City 
 N=20



Preparatory Sessions
 Discussions and small group exercises on what 

pictures can tell us
 Introduction to research and informed consent
 Photography presentations by Andre Chung
 Educational sessions facilitated by Andre Chung 

on the following topics:
 how to take an effective picture (composition, 

lighting, etc.)
 how to operate a digital camera
 how to obtain consent for the taking of pictures
 writing captions for photos
 how to prepare photographs for exhibit
 famous photographers



Research Questions

About love:
 How do Baltimore youth think about love?
 What do Baltimore youth identify as the positive aspects of their 

lives and neighborhoods?
 What can we learn about the study of love that informs health 

and health interventions?
Photovoice:
 How did participating in the Photovoice project 

impact the youth’s perceptions of the love in 
their lives?

 What is the impact of the Photovoice project on Baltimore 
communities?



Methods

Data collection in theory:
 Data collection is discussions, not in photos
 SHOWed method (Wang, 1999):
 “What do you See here?”
 “What is really Happening?” 
 “How does this relate to Our lives?”
 “Why does this problem or strength exist?” 

 “Consciousness-raising” group discussion of the 
themes that exist in the photos



Emerging Themes
 Family love

- Love of children/babies as a sign of love
- Extended family: Grandparents & cousins
- Absent fathers
- Siblings: getting along w/ siblings
- Family members killed

 Friendship love
- Violence/fighting as a show of love
- Gangs

 Self love
- Respect for self



Children and Love

“…even children have love between each 
other…so it’s like kids know what love and 
hate is too….if children can just like help 
each other and whatever and just act like 
human beings, why can’t older people act 
like, you know, children are towards each 
other?…People don’t take time out to listen 
to younger children because they 
young…children are smart in their own 
particular way.”



Children and Love

“…the way she’s showing love in this picture is 
because she’s carrying life and the way she feel 
about her baby and that it’s like it’s another 
person other than her that she can love and I 
guess whoever she made the baby with…What I 
feel when I look at this picture is a lot of love 
because, she, she really appreciate this baby 
enough to have it and not support abortion to 
give the baby away or anything like that…I 
thought that was the really the best way to show 
love because she was carrying a new life.”



Sibling Love
“I chose picture #5 and it’s actually of my sister. What I see 
here is just her in her natural way and um, what I really like 
about this picture is that is shows how I’m very family-oriented 
and how I love my family and I’m very very close to my sister 
so it was one picture I had to have…What made me want to 
take the picture is cause, actually she was sitting beside me 
that day and the way the light was shining, it looked like a 
beautiful picture even though…the background…but that’s 
really what made me want to take the picture….I feel happy 
about the picture because like I said I really love my sister a lot 
and I’m just happy that, uh, I can spend a lot of time with her. 
I’m happy that I’m able to capture why she’s beautiful…this 
picture really shows feeling because it’s not just how she looks 
but how she reacts to the picture. The way she pose and the 
way she looks and all that other kind of stuff…I’m blessed and 
happy in that I have older siblings I can look up to.”

-14 year old girl



Emerging Themes – cont.
 Romantic love

- Girls as untrustworthy
- Interracial relationships
- Stereotypes of gays & lesbians

 Qualities of relationships
- A person to talk to
- Someone who is there for you through good and bad
- Someone to depend on
- Caring for someone other than yourself (e.g., babies)
- Someone you can turn to



Emerging Themes – cont.
Love of things to do/things they do well:
- hair
- tattoos
- computers

Social issues/America:
- We can all get along
- Love is everywhere
- America not living up to its promises

Photovoice
- Feels good to be listened to
- Nice to hear different people’s stories
- We see different things from what the person taking the picture 

sees
- Feels good to talk about love



Future Directions
 Mayor’s Office – Rotunda of Baltimore City Hall

 Maryland Institute of Contemporary Art (MICA) Student Project

 Calendar

 Coffee table book

 Sell photos for college fund?

 Publication

 Exhibit in DC

 Television



It is expected that:
Benefits to youth:
 Teaching new skills
 Providing a creative outlet for examining their lives
 Providing opportunities for critical thinking and consciousness 

raising
 Helping youth to uncover their strengths, talents, and gifts
 Youth will see that: 

 they can communicate their truth to people who will listen
 their voices and opinions matter to others, both within and 

outside their communities
 they can draw the attention of policymakers

 Teach the youth how to interact with others in a public forum.

Benefits to public health:
 Greater understanding of what the youth value and what is 

working well in the youth’s lives
 Relationship of love to adolescent health
 Inform public health interventions
 Fill a gap in the literature
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