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Why Baltimore?

• Twice as many families in Baltimore live below 
the poverty level than in the U.S. overall (18.8 v. 
9.2%).  

• Median household income ~ $15,000 less than 
the national median. 

• High-school graduation rates 12% lower than 
the national average
– Up to 72% of African American males in Baltimore 

city drop out of high school. 
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How did the Center get involved?

•On Their Own-- Baltimore Sun Series
•Panel discussion
•Issues brief
•Ross Pologe 

•Community Advisory Board
•Executive Director Fellowship of Lights 
(only shelter targeting youth)

•Member of the Baltimore Homeless 
Youth Initiative (BHYI)
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What do we know about the risks for 
homeless youth in Baltimore?

• Earlier sexual initiation
• Lower rates of condom use
• High rates of substance use
• Multiple sex partners
• Depression and suicidal ideation
• No source of primary care

– More likely to use the ER in the past 30 days
– “You only go to the hospital if you’re shot or bleeding”

• Shelter-based youth
– Only 10% had up-to-date immunizations
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What are youth saying?
• Survival sex

– Girls identified sex as “necessary for survival on the street”, 
necessary for maintaining boyfriends and through them 
temporary housing and safety

• Safety
– African-American boys fear police harassment
– Girls fear being “picked up for sex”

• Adults don’t see system as avenue for help
– “Better off in their own neighborhoods with people they know 

than in foster care”
• Do not define themselves as homeless

– “Homeless is for bums in the park, we’re just “Hangin’” or “kids 
who just don’t have a place to go right now”
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How do we define homelessness?

• Numerous categories
– Runaways (left home voluntarily)
– Throwaways (left home involuntarily)
– Street youth 
– Systems youth (juvenile justice, foster care)
– Doubly homeless (AWOLs, removed from homes, put 

into state custody and then ran away)
– Displaced youth aka couch-surfers or doubled-up 

(staying temporarily with friends, extended kin, or 
lovers)

• Not mutually exclusive
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How many of Baltimore’s youth are 
homeless?

• We don’t really know
Source Number Timeframe Limitations
Baltimore City Public School 
System
Age range: 5-18

2289 Academic Year 2006-07 Cannot distinguish between 
unaccompanied and family 
homelessness
Only captures youth in 
schools

Baltimore Homeless Census
Age range: 10-24

30 January 26, 2007 Only captures youth that 
access homeless services

Baltimore Homeless Youth 
Initiative Parallel Count
Age range: 10-24

272 January 26, 2007 Only captures youth that 
access the services provided 
by the participating 
organizations
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What is the BHYI Parallel Count?

• January 26, 2007--same day as Homeless 
Census

• Added questions to Homeless Census
• Nine participating community 

organizations provided information about 
the youth served

• Broad definition
• Standardized data collection form
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What did we find?

• 272 identified homeless youth
– 99 unaccompanied minors (83 not captured 

in the Census)
– 166 youth between 18 and 24
– 9 youth either under 10 or over 24

• 58% 16-19 years old
• Gender: 53% female, 40% male, 7% 

transgender
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What did we find? (continued)

• Housing situation
– Displaced/Unstably-housed 42%
– Emergency Housing -- 3%
– Transitional Housing -- 4%
– Streets -- 8%
– AWOL from Foster Care -- 44% (120 youth)

• Dependent children -- 17%
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Why don’t they just go to a shelter?

• Shelter capacity (adults)
– Emergency shelter-- ~1000 beds
– Transitional shelter-- ~1400 beds

• Youth-specific shelter services
– Fellowship of Lights 
“…they treat you like home a little here, but they do not let 

you go outside much—you start feeling cooped up and 
gotta let energy out—but it is better than being on the 
streets.” –Baltimore male youth
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How do we prevent and address youth 
homelessness?

• Enhance services for youth at-risk for 
homelessness
– Homeless Education Counselors through 

School District
– Discharge planning from Juvenile Detention
– Emancipation from Foster Care or mental 

health services
– Waivers from DSS (controversial)

• Offer comprehensive service delivery
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What would comprehensive 
homeless youth services look like?
• Youth Involvement

– We could run this place (the city, the community) ten times better but they 
won’t give us a chance. --Baltimore male youth 

• Integrated systems and centralized resources
• Complete spectrum of services

– Drop-in center for prevention
– Emergency Shelter
– Life skills (Sex education, Employment and 

Workforce Development)
– Transitional living programs

• Diversified funding streams
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What are our legislators doing?

• Federal
– Runaway Homeless Youth Act 

• Basic Shelter Care
• Street Outreach
• Transitional Living Program

– McKinney-Vento Act Homeless Assistance Programs
• Housing Assistance
• Funding for School-based workers

• State
– Chafee Plan
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What about on a local level?
• Baltimore Homeless Services

– Individuals have commitment to youth
– 10-year Plan to End Homelessness only includes 

youth in 2 places
• Department of Social Services (DSS)

– Integration of services
– Coordination with local partners

• Local Funders
– Commitment to Baltimore
– Multiple strategies to employ
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What’s next for the Center?

• Launch a multi-year project
– Accurate estimate
– Barriers to accessing services
– Prevention techniques
– Support for comprehensive service delivery
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How can you get involved?

• Learn more about BHYI 
• Highlight the needs of homeless 

youth in your own work
• Raise awareness

–Disseminate Center’s Policy Brief
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Thank you for your time, 
passion, and commitment 

to youth!
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