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Later Uses of a Greek Myth (Due October 3, 2011) 

Purpose: practice finding ancient sources for and interpreting modern re-workings of a 
classical myth 
 

Assignment (3 parts): 

Part 1: Pick a myth from the list of suggestions below, track down and read all 

the ancient sources for it. 

Part 2: Find five later artistic uses of this myth, examine them yourself, and  

write an annotated bibliography describing them and where they can be found.  

Part 2: Write a 4-5 pp. essay (approximately 1000 words) on two or three of the 

works you list in Part 2. 

 

Key resources: 

Reid, Jane Davidson. The Oxford Guide to Classical Mythology in the Arts, 1300-1990s. 2 
vols. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993. (NX 650. M9. R45 1993 REF; there is 
also a copy in East College 111, the classics seminar room). 

Grimal, Pierre. The Dictionary of Classical Mythology. Translated by A.R. 
Maxwell-Hyslop. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1986. (BL 715.G713 1985 REF) 
This includes an appendix listing ancient sources (names abbreviated). 

Classical Studies Subject Guide: 
http://itech.dickinson.edu/libwiki/index.php?title=Classical_Studies (collects 
many useful databases; linked on the library page under “Doing Research”) This 
includes information on how to cite ancient sources. 

 

Part 1: 

Using Reid’s Oxford Guide to Mythology in the Arts, look up the myth you chose, read 

her summary, and find the ancient sources she cites. Many of these you already own 

(e.g. Ovid, Apollodorus). Read the ancient sources, noting where they differ in details 

and interpretation. Make your own summary and analysis of the sources (you will not 

turn this in). 

 

Part 2: 

Using Reid’s Oxford Guide to Mythology in the Arts, find five later artistic uses of a 

classical myth (not scholarly books or articles). These might be poems, prose, art works, 

music, opera, etc. Find them in the Dickinson library and examine them carefully 
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yourself. Then write an annotated bibliographic list. Include at least three different 

media.  The annotated bibliography should be in Chicago style. You can learn about 

Chicago style in Hacker’s writing manual, or from the handouts posted on the Moodle 

site for the class, or by consulting the Chicago Manual of Style, or by talking to a 

librarian, or by talking to me. Citations must be specific, including the location of a copy 

or image of the work itself, not just a reference to that work in some other source. 

 

 For written works; include the author, the title, the date of composition, a 
reference to the most recent edition with full publication data, and the local call 
number. 

 For musical compositions, include the composer, the title, the date of 
composition, the latest available recording, if any, and the local call number of a 
recording or score, if available. 

 For art works, include the artist, the title, the date of composition, the current 
location of the original work, if known, and (if available) a book containing an 
illustration or discussion of it, with a local call number. 

 

Part 3:  

Pick two or three of these later uses and write an essay of about 4-5 pages comparing 

them with the ancient sources for the myth. In your paper, make sure not to simply re-

narrate the story. Assume your audience is already familiar with it. Also, make sure not 

to treat later uses as necessarily “wrong” if they diverge from the ancient sources. 

Actually, that’s usually a good thing. Please think of a zippy title, not just “Prometheus,” 

or (worse) “Essay #2.” Finally, make sure you have some kind of thesis, something 

interesting to say, and are not just summarizing the results of your research. As always, 

it is an excellent idea to take a draft to the writing center. 

 

Choose from the following list of myths (all of which will have lots of later uses and re-
workings to choose from; let me know if you want to do something else): 
Pyramus & Thisbe Orpheus Persephone 

Echo and Narcissus Adonis and Venus Icarus and Daedalus 

Medea Callisto Pygmalion 

Procne & Philomela Daphne Arachne 


