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 As a graduate student at the University of Tennessee, I have been awarded several 
opportunities to gain considerable teaching experience in the classroom.  Fortunately, I 
have made the most of these opportunities and I have further developed my enthusiasm 
for economics and its subfields.  Combining this passion with excellent preparedness for 
each and every lecture has made my teaching experiences both valuable and enjoyable.  I 
intend to build on these experiences and strive to become the most effective instructor 
that I can be. 
  
 From the beginning, I believe that it is essential for any teacher to establish the 
objectives of the course.  Similarly, more specific objectives should be clear to students 
during each lecture.  I pride myself on my organization skills and I have always found it 
worthwhile to put each lecture in perspective.  Sharing the objectives of each course with 
students can help them understand and appreciate the overall relevance of the lecture and 
its application to the real world. 
  
 I have high, but realistic expectations of my students.  I consistently provide each 
student with respect and demand their respect in return.  Although I do not expect my 
students to demonstrate the same level of enthusiasm that I do, I encourage them to take 
economics seriously and consider the consequences of real-world policies and their 
effects on society.  Throughout each semester, my goal is to provide each student with 
the knowledge that is necessary to think intuitively about applications of economics in 
the real world with proper reasoning and support from theoretical models and classroom 
exercises. 
  
 In order to help my students achieve these goals, I must keep an open and active 
approach to my course syllabus, course outline, course readings, and course lectures.  
Personally, I have already found this aspect of teaching valuable because it has forced me 
to keep up with recent news, data, and publications.  Technology has become an 
important component to keeping the course up-to-date, and I am willing to adjust to 
future advancements in technology without damaging the positive effects that are 
associated with an intimate classroom setting. 
  
 In the past, there have been some moments that have forced me to change my 
approach to teaching economics.  Although I found it beneficial to incorporate many of 
the teaching philosophies that I deemed effective by others, I eventually realized that I 
must adopt my own style of teaching in order to become an effective instructor – one that 
allows me to capitalize on techniques and strategies that I execute best.  The more I have 
applied this outlook towards teaching, the more rewarding each lecture has become. 
  
 As an instructor, I place a significant amount of effort on engaging students in 
intellectual conversation and scholarly debate.  Providing a group of students with 
adequate questions and suitable content to carry on classroom conversation is not enough.  
I have learned that in order to get the most out of my students, I must establish a 



comfortable atmosphere in the classroom.  This strategy has led to some of the more 
advanced discussions that I have ever participated in. 
  
 My overall philosophy can be accomplished if I actively commit to improve in 
each area of teaching at all times throughout my career.  I have witnessed the rewards 
from teaching from both the perspective of the instructor and the student, and I look 
forward to similar gratifying experiences in the future. 


