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Braehead Primary School 

Family Grouping Policy 
Working together to create a happy learning environment 

 

Rationale 

Curriculum for Excellence aims to enable children to become Successful 

Learners, Confident Individuals, Responsible Citizens and Effective 

Contributors.  Staff in Braehead Primary agree with these aims and believe 

that our children will take these skills with them throughout their lives. 

 

We want to support our pupils to be enthusiastic and motivated for learning.  

We have high expectations for them and want to encourage them to set high 

standards for themselves and strive to achieve them. 

 

At Braehead Primary we teach our pupils to relate to others and manage 

themselves well.  We value self respect and self reliance.  Our pupils will be 

able to communicate in different ways and different settings, take the 

initiative and lead, solve problems and work in partnerships and in teams. 

 

In all our work we show a respect for others and expect the pupils to 

demonstrate this too.  All members of our school community are asked to 

show commitment to participate responsibly in the life of the school. 

 

To this end, Braehead Primary School will use a Family Grouping programme 

which will enable all our pupils to work towards achieving the aims of 

Curriculum for Excellence. 

 

Aims 

In Braehead Primary School we aim to: 

 Have a positive ethos throughout the school and among all members of 

our school community. 

 Develop responsibility and self-esteem through a ‘Peer Support’ 

programme. 

 Create a positive support structure among the pupils. 
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Time Allocation 

Timetabled Family Grouping sessions will take place fortnightly and will last 

around 45 minutes. 

 

Learning and Teaching 

Family grouping is a programme where groups of children of mixed ages come 

together as a group to complete various tasks and activities.  The children 

are encouraged to work and communicate like a family. 

 

There are benefits of children working together in this way.  Younger 

children within a mixed age group are exposed to the more advanced 

language skills which are found in the older children.  In a very subtle and 

passive way younger children can improve and increase their skills by 

observing others and taking part in conversation with them.  The older 

children in the Family Group also increase their communication skills as they 

think up ways to explain tasks and/or interact with the other members of 

the group. 

 

Social, emotional and behavioural development also takes place within a 

Family Grouping session. Respect for others and commitment to behave 

responsibly becomes a motivation for the other children.  They learn to work 

with each other and for each other.  This cooperation is beneficial to pupils. 

 

The children can interact with other members of their Family in the 

playground and outwith the class setting.  This develops a sense of belonging 

and behaviour changes as the children feel supported by others.  Self 

esteem and self confidence are developed as the older children experience 

success in leading their Family through tasks.  All children improve in self 

esteem and self confidence since they are not competing with children of 

the same age and are working in an atmosphere which is generally 

collaborative.  Each child learns that they have a special part to play in the 

group which no-one else can play.  Children who feel uncomfortable speaking 

out in large class settings feel more comfortable in a smaller group and as 

the Family becomes closer they are more likely to become involved.  Children 

learn to accept and respect others.  Older children are able to model 

appropriate play and problem solving to younger children while mastering and 

extending their own development. 
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Organisation 

Every pupil in the school will be allocated to a Family.  Each Family will be 

made up of about 7 children, containing one pupil from every stage (if 

possible).  All Families will have a Captain (a Primary 7 pupil) and a Vice 

Captain (a Primary 6 pupil).  They will have responsibility for the Family and 

will take the lead in all Family Grouping sessions.  All Captains and Vice 

Captains will wear badges which will help other pupils to identify them 

throughout the school. 

 

Activities 

 

The first activity of all Family Grouping sessions is an opportunity for all 

members to talk about the positive and/or negative things which have 

happened to them since the last meeting.  

 

If a Captain or Vice Captain is told of any problems or difficulties by any 

member of their Family (for example, name calling, fighting etc) they will 

report it to the teacher/learning assistant who is facilitating the group.  

They will then pass it on to the HT or PT so that the matter can be resolved. 

 

The children will then be involved in an activity which will be designed to 

build relationships among the Family.  This activity may be based around the 

4 capacities of Curriculum for Excellence, the experiences and outcomes, 

peer and self assessment.  At appropriate points in the year links may be 

made to social/celebratory events for example, Christmas, Easter, 

Halloween, whole school topics or end of term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


