
 What a wonderful time of year are the months of November and 

December!  The trees still display the beauty of God’s handiwork.  We watch the 

farmers reaping the fruits of their labors as the harvest is brought in.  We 

remember on Veterans Day the efforts of those men and women that have 

protected our freedom over the years.  We take time to give thanks to God - as 

the song says, “...from whom all blessings flow…”  We gather with family to 

celebrate God’s many gifts as we share in Thanksgiving festivities.  And then we 

turn the corner of November and into December, beginning our Advent - our 

time of preparation for celebrating once again the coming of Christ into this 

world. 

 Advent is always such an exciting time.  We decorate our churches as a 

display of our joy in celebrating the birth of the Christ child.  We add special 

moments in our Sunday services so that anyone attending will know what a 

special and sacred event it is that we are preparing to celebrate.  If we take a day 

like Thanksgiving to thank God for His many blessings that sustain our lives, 

how much more should we give thanks to Him for loving us so much that to save 

us from being lost in sin, He sent the Messiah - the Savior of us all - into our 

world.  So that we would know that Jesus is the Savior of all, God allowed Him 

to be born in such a humble place as a stable.   

 I might feel very hesitant, standing in front of the doors of a palace.  I 

would feel most unworthy to enter such a magnificent place of wealth and 

beauty and power.  God does not want anyone to feel the least bit hesitant to 

approach Him.  We are told in the scriptures that Jesus is Emmanuel - “God with 

us.”  I would enter such a place feeling quite comfortable.  The stable is such a 

common place, and I am such a common man.   

 Then, to make sure that all know they are welcome, God brought to this 

stable-throne-room the lowest to the highest of people.  He brought the poor and 

the wealthy.  He brought the shepherds and the wise men.   

 Let us, this season, approach His throne of grace with confidence.  Mary 

held Jesus in her arms when He was a baby.  When He grew, he opened His 

arms wide to hold us all - arms stretched out willingly on a cross!  
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 Are you in the mood 

for a great home-cooked 

meal?  Mark down Tuesday, 

November 4th and Saturday, 

November 15th on your calen-

dar.  The 4th is the Botkins 

Women’s turn to provide that great food.  That day is 

the annual Election Day Meal.  They will be serving 

soup, sandwiches, and deserts from 11:00 A.M. 

through 7:00 P.M.  Then on the 15th  the women of the 

Anna United Methodist Church will hold their annual 

Ham & Turkey Supper.  They will be serving their deli-

cious meals from 4:30 until 7:00 P.M.  that evening.  

Please come, enjoy some great food, and support our 

United Methodist Women. 

 

 

 

Botkins and Anna United Methodist 
Women 

Provide Great Food 
 Isn’t it wonderful to 

receive that special gift at 

Christmas time?  If you’ve 

ever seen the look in a child’s 

eyes and the smile on their 

face when they open a Christ-

mas gift – you know exactly what I’m talking about.  

You can help make those faces light up.  We are 

starting up our annual Christmas Shoebox Campaign 

where we collect boxes filled with goodies and send 

them to children around the world – many of whom 

would not receive a thing for Christmas if not for 

our efforts to share our love with them.   

 Beginning Sunday, November 2nd, you can 

pick up as many boxes as you would like to help fill.  

Directions are provided as to what kind of things to 

put in the boxes as well as whether the box is for a 

girl or boy.  We want them brought back in by Sun-

day, November 16th.  Our goal between our two 

churches is 100 boxes to be sent as Christmas gifts 

to some children who have very little.  Please help 

us share our love in this very special way.  

Christmas Shoebox Time 

 During the Advent Season our churches will be sharing in the “Christmas Experi-

ence.”  This is a program from Kyle Idleman who wrote the book “Not a Fan” that I spent 

some time preaching on last year. 

Idleman writes of the “Christmas Experience” 

Two frightened young parents, a newborn babe, a bed of straw.  What if what happened then 

changes everything now?   

It’s easy to forget that the Christmas holiday has anything to do with God’s plan to restore mankind to himself.  But the fact 

is that this commercialized, secularized holiday is meant to commemorate the most audacious miracle of all time - the arri-

val of Immanuel, God with us. 

The Christmas Experience shows us that Jesus is worth waiting for.  His coming into the world may not make our circum-

stances easier - in fact, like many who experienced the first Christmas, the very opposite may be true - but he does give our 

lives purpose and true joy.  He brings a joy that the world cannot give 

or understand. 

The people who lived through the miraculous events of that first Christ-

mas experienced firsthand the impact of Jesus’ life.  Mary and Joseph, 

the shepherds, the wise men - all of them would be forever changed.  

That can still happen today.  It can happen to anyone who turns their 

eyes to Jesus, God with us, and travels with him through The Christmas 

Experience. 

Bible Study Tuesdays at Pastor Randy’s :  December 2, 9, 16, 23 - 7:00-8:30 



 This is an article from Pastor Brian Moss who serves the Oak Ridge Baptist Church in 

Salisbury Maryland.  It fit well with my own thoughts that people in all churches need to 

remember why we come to church.  Our churches will become much more vibrant towards 

being the hands and feet of Christ when we come to church seeking what we can give to God in 

our worship - not what God is going to do for us.  After creating our world; supplying the 

resources to meet our every need; then sending His own Son into the world to save us when we 

were lost in sin - isn’t it time to be more focused on what we have to give back?   

This article is good food for thought that hopefully you can share with those who think church 

doesn’t have anything to offer to them. 
 

 Over the years I’ve watched many people come into the church excited only to be MIA within a few 

short years. It’s one of the saddest parts of being a pastor. Nothing breaks my heart more than to see people 

slip away from the body of Christ and drift back into a lifestyle of complacency and apathy. 

It has been often stated that the number one reason people leave the church is due to a feeling that the church 

failed to meet their needs. In other words, there was some expectation they had for the church that was not 

met. 

In conducting dozens of impromptu “exit interviews” over the last 15 years, I have found that many of these 

came as a result of misplaced expectations. In other words, they expected something from the church that the 

church never promised. 

I can think of five unrealistic expectations people have of the church off the top of my head. Here’s my 

unscientific list. 

 

What the Church Can and Cannot Provide 
1. A church is a place to gather weekly for worship, but it’s up to me whether I will 

experience the presence of God. (John 4:24) 
Preferences surrounding music is a frequent source of discontent for unhappy members. Perhaps one of the 

biggest misconceptions people have is to mistake music for worship. Music is not worship. Organs, pianos, 

keyboards, drums, choirs, guitars, orchestras, lights, smoke, speakers, hymnals, screens, projectors, and sound 

boards are not instruments of worship. They are accessories for music. Worship is not singing. Worship is 

surrendering. If you attend a large group gathering of Christians committed to honoring Jesus and walk away 

without having worshiped, the fault is yours, not theirs. Don’t blame the music, blame the mirror. 

 

2. A church is a family I can belong to, but it’s up to me to develop friendships. (Proverbs 

18:24) 
There are so many people who join our churches but never invest in relationships. They simply attend services. 

They treat the church like an IN-N-OUT burger joint – get my food and get out quickly. But sooner or later life 

happens, and when their world starts coming apart they have no relational safety net. They suddenly expect 

“the pastor” to “be there for them,” like he’s a spiritual Aladdin. Just rub the lamp and *poof*, there he is! But 

that’s not even the biblical calling of pastors. According to Ephesians 4:12, pastors are called to equip the 

(Continued on page 4) 
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members to be the hands and feet of Jesus. God designed the church to be a community of connected 

Christians, not a collection of customers waiting to be served. We tell our people, “If you join this church, but 

never develop any friendships here, we promise we will let you down.” 

Disconnected people disconnect. 

 

3. A church is place where gifted teachers will explain the Bible and how I can apply it to my 

life, but it’s up to me to align my life with God’s truth. (James 1:22) 
“I’m not being fed.” 

How many times have I heard this phrase brought up by disgruntled church members.  Once, when someone 

told me they were leaving the church because they needed deeper Bible teaching, I thought about the last 

several series I had done and so I asked the person, “I just finished up a relationship series. Tell me, is your 

marriage hitting on all six cylinders? On a scale of 1-10, with 10 being perfect, how would your spouse rate 

you? How about your parenting skills? Any room for growth there?” 

They didn’t really respond. 

I continued, “Let me see, the series before that was on Money. Let me ask, are you living on a detailed budget? 

Are you giving 10% of your income back to God? Do you save 10%? Do you have an emergency fund? Do 

you have 3-6 months in savings? Is your retirement on track? Are you debt free?” 

They began to break a sweat. 

I thought about the series before that one. “I taught for 8 weeks on personal evangelism. So just out of 

curiosity, how many people have you shared your faith with in the last 3 months? 6 months? year? I realize 

witnessing is tough, which is why we’ve created a church for the unchurched. So, how many unchurched 

people have you invited to church recently? Can you name at least one person, who is far from God, that has 

come to church because of your invitation within the last year?” 

Silence. 

“So let me get this straight. You say you’re not being fed. You need some deeper preaching, but you don’t 

even do the stuff that my ‘shallow preaching’ addresses.  Hmm, I’m not sure it’s my preaching that needs 

changing.” 

 

4. A church is a place where I can use my gifts, passion, skills, personality and life 

experiences to serve, but it’s up to me to become a servant. (Matthew 20:28) 
It’s been my experience that some of the most vocal critics in the church are often the least engaged. They 

have a lot of suggestions, but no skin in the game. 

It’s a lot easier to criticize from the bleachers than it is from the ball field. People who aren’t serving in the 

church are often one change away from becoming disgruntled. 

I believe that the metric for maturity is ministry. I am never impressed by someone’s Bible knowledge, but I 

am always impressed by unselfish service. Serving in a ministry that delivers hope and healing to hearts and 

homes immunizes us from lethargy and keeps us tapped into the mission. 

There are two kinds of church members. Those that are serving and those that believe they are deserving. 

Only one of those will make you like Jesus. 

 

5. A church is a place where I have the chance to change the world by fulfilling the Great 

Commission, but it’s up to me to actually become a person of impact. (Romans 10:14) 
Finally, perhaps the greatest misconception of all is when we think that the church’s primary mission is to 

impact me. 

Churches exist for the purpose of their non-members. 

(Continued from page 3) “The Church Isn’t Meeting My Needs”   

(Continued on page 5) 
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Women of the Church Fellowship at Annual Christmas Party 

 The United Methodist Women of the Anna Church will be hosting their annual Christmas Party again 

this year.  It will be held at Hussey’s Restaurant in Port Jefferson on Thursday, December 4th, at 6:00 P.M.  All 

women of both Botkins and Anna are invited to attend, enjoy a great meal, listen to a special speaker, and en-

joy the fellowship of the women of our churches.  Those wishing to attend are to contact Donna Locker by 

early that week.  You may reach her by calling 937-394-2923 or see her in church to let her know your plans.  

Hope all of you women can make it. 

They do not exist to serve the whims of their members. 

They exist to bring hope and healing to a broken and hurting world. 

There is no perfect church because there are no perfect people. 

There are only imperfect churches filled with imperfect people striving to make an impact on this world. 

Whenever we forget the critical nature of that mission and begin to focus on pettiness, we grieve the heart of 

God and we fail the mission. 

 

As a pastor, I’ve heard plenty of those who have let me know how the church has let them down, but I’ve 

rarely heard from those who have realized how they’ve let the church down. 

The needs of a lost world are too critical for us to waste time. 

Let’s get busy being the hands and feet of Jesus. 

(Continued from page 4)   “The Church Isn’t Meeting My Needs”  

 On December 7th, Pastor Randy and Janice Locker are extending an invi-

tation to all friends of the Anna and Botkins United Methodist Churches to 

come join them at their home.   There will be lots of fellowship and good food 

to share.  The Lockers are hosting the Open House from 2:00 to 5:00 in the af-

ternoon.  Their house is located at 603 

East Main Street in Anna.  That is right 

next to the Speedway Gas Station as you get off I75.  Pastor Randy 

has often referred to our churches as a family, and this is the time of 

year when families get together to share the warmth with each other 

that comes from being part of a loving family.  Come and share the 

gift of your warmth with the rest of your church family.  Stay as long 

as you like.  Hope to see you there! 



        

Sunday School for Kids 
 

 For the months of November and December the lessons for the elemen-

tary children will include a Unit called “Hope for God’s People” and a Unit 

called “Hope is Born”.   We will be talking about Joseph and his brothers and 

Joseph’s time in Egypt in November.  Then in December we will be focusing on the Christmas story with top-

ics which include Mary and Joseph, Mary and Elizabeth, Jesus’ birth and the Wise Men. 

Our Nursery/Sunday school for children aged birth through preschool has been going over some of the well 

known and favorite stories from the bible as well as talk about key concepts such as Jesus loves us and ways to 

show others that we love them. 

 

 

Get Ready – Christmas is Just Around The Corner!!!! 
 On December 14th, during the morning worship service, the children and 

youth of our church will be performing the play “The Night the Animals Sang.”  

The play is centered around the animals who were present in the stable on that 

special night when Jesus was born.  Please come and enjoy the talents of the 

kids and help us to celebrate the birth of our Savior. 

 

Practices will be held at the church.  We will be practicing during Sunday School and on Tuesday and 

Thursday evenings from 6:00 to 7:00.  The dates are as follows: 

Tuesdays: Nov. 11, 18, 25, & Dec. 2, & 9  Thursdays:  Nov. 13, 20, & Dec. 4, and 11 
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Help Provide a Christmas for some Who Would Not 

Have One 
 On Saturday, November 29th, you have the opportunity to do something healthy for yourself, and at the 

same time help someone else!  That Saturday after Thanksgiving (yes, a chance to work off some of that tur-

key) will be the Anna United Methodist Church’s annual Angel Run 5K.  Many runners have already signed 

up as a part of the Anna 5k Tour.  Having already run Anna races in March and June, they now turn their atten-

tion to the final event of the year, hosted in an effort to raise money with which 

to provide a Christmas for some who would not receive anything.   

 Registration will be open beginning at 7:30 A.M. on race day.  The race 

- run or walk - will begin at 8:30.  The start and finish will be on the north side 

of the church, with most of the race following the same course used for the 

Flying Angel 5k and the Rumbling Rocket 5k. 

Botkins United Methodist Church 
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December 2014  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 Katie Skinner 4 5 6 Jessica Skinner 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Randy Skinner 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 Emily & Jacob 

Schmerge 

Jennifer Locker 

22 23 Laura Bodenmiller 24 25 JESUS 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

November 2014  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 Russell Lenhart 

2 3 4 5 6 7 Jon Underwood 

 

8 

9 10 Jamie Baumer 11 12 13 Sarah Neuman 

Amy Bellmer 

14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 Kent Boyd 22 Vivian Hovatter 

23 24 25 26 Vickie Neuman 27 28 Kirsten Doss 29 

30       

Botkins United Methodist Church 
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November 2014  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 Greeters: 

Jim & Lyn Degen 

3 Botkins Church 

Council 7:00 P.M. 
4 Botkins UMW 

Election Day Meal 

11:00AM-7:00PM 

5 Office Hours 8-11 - 

Botkins: 12-3 - Anna 

Sparkplugs 3:30-5:00 

Youth 5:00-7:00 

Choir 7:00 

6  7 8 

9 Greeters: 

Charlie & Kathleen 

Freeman 

10 11 12 Office Hours 8-11 
- Botkins: 12-3 - 

Anna 

Sparkplugs 3:30-5:00 

Youth 5:00-7:00 

Choir 7:00 

13 Botkins UMW 
Meeting 7:00PM at 

the church 

14 15 

16 Greeters: 

Vivian Hovatter 

17 Anna Church 

Council 7:00 P.M. 
18 19 Office Hours 8-11 

- Botkins: 12-3 - 

Anna 

Sparkplugs 3:30-5:00 

Youth 5:00-7:00 

Choir 7:00 

20 21 22 

23 Greeters: 

Dave & Connie 

Mielke 

24 25 26 Office Hours 8-11 
- Botkins: 12-3 - 

Anna 

Sparkplugs 3:30-5:00 

Youth 5:00-7:00 

Choir 7:00 

27  

Thanksgiving: 

Praise God from 

whom all blessings 

flow! 

28 29 Anna’s 5K 

Angel Run 8:30AM 

30 Greeters: 

Mike & Vickie  

Neuman 

      

Botkins United Methodist Church 
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December 2014  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Botkins Church 

Council 7:00 P.M. 

2 The Christmas 

Experience Bible 

Study at Pastor 

Randy & Janice’s 

7:00-8:30 

3 Office Hours  

8-11 - Botkins:  

12-3 - Anna 

Sparkplugs 3:30-5:00 

Youth 5:00-7:00 

Choir 7:00 

4 Anna UMW 

Christmas Party at 
Husseys Restaurant 

at 6:00 P.M. 

5 6 

7 Greeters: 

Evonne Schnippel 

Christmas Open  

House at the  

Lockers 2:00-

5:00P.M. 

8 9 The Christmas 

Experience Bible 

Study at Pastor 

Randy & Janice’s 

7:00-8:30 

10 Office Hours  

8-11 - Botkins:  

12-3 - Anna 

Sparkplugs 3:30-5:00 

Youth 5:00-7:00 

Choir 7:00 

11 Botkins 

UMW Meeting 

at Carol 

Vaughan’s 7:00 

12 13 

14 Greeters: 

Mary Jo Raberding 

Children’s Christmas 
Program  - Botkins 

9:00 A.M. 

Anna - 4:30 

15 Anna Church 

Council 7:00 P.M. 

16 The Christmas 

Experience Bible 

Study at Pastor 

Randy & Janice’s 

7:00-8:30 

17 Office Hours  

8-11 - Botkins:  

12-3 - Anna 

Sparkplugs 3:30-5:00 

Youth 5:00-7:00 

Choir 7:00 

18 19 20 

21 Greeters: 

Mary Ann Russell 

Choir Christmas 

Cantata 

22 23 The Christmas 

Experience Bible 

Study at Pastor 

Randy & Janice’s 

7:00-8:30 

24 Christmas Eve 

Services 

Anna - 6:00P.M. 

Botkins - 11:00P.M. 

25 

Christmas - the 

blessings of  

Emmanuel - God 

With Us 

26 27 

28 Greeters: 

Ryan & Cori Sanders 

29 30 31 Office Hours  

8-11 - Botkins:  

12-3 - Anna 
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