
 Where are you in your relationship with God?  I thought that would be a good thing 
to think about given the fact that I have been challenging you to move away from being a 
“fan” of Jesus to a “follower” of Jesus.  Being a committed follower of Jesus will make you 
have to give up some things in your life, and as we are in the season of Lent – a traditional 
time for people to “give up” something – now is the time to put out of your life, those things 
that hinder you from becoming a true and devoted follower of Jesus Christ. 

 Jesus gave up eating as he wandered in the desert for forty days.  He gave up 
everything FOR US when He went to the cross.  It might be easy for us to skim over His 
sacrifice thinking, He is God, He can do things I can’t.  But Jesus was fully human.  Not only 
did He suffer from the lack of food in the desert, but He was tempted by Satan in a manner 
that none of us has ever had to endure.   

 In the Garden of Gethsemane, He fervently prayed for what was soon to come to 
be taken away from Him.  He was in such anguish that He sweat drops of blood.  Yet, 
through His prayers He drew strength from God to finish the task at hand.  Let us be 
reminded to follow Jesus’ example to pray often and put our trust in God who is our 
strength. 

 In prayerfully considering where you are in your relationship with God, consider this 
– does God take a day off?  If Jesus were with us today, but had something else He really 
wanted to do on Sunday, would he miss church?  I say this because churches across our 
nation face the same dilemma – inconsistent attendance in church on Sunday morning.  You 
see, fans come when it is convenient; followers wouldn’t dream of not being in God’s House 
on Sunday morning.  In fact, when they’re on vacation, they look for a different church to 
attend.  Followers are faithful in their praise and worship of God!    

 I will never give someone a hard time about not being in church.  I will only 
encourage and remind people that church is not about me.  It’s not about you.  It’s about 
God.  I will never try to delude you into thinking being a follower is easy.  Jesus said 
whoever would follow Him must deny himself and take up his cross to follow.  Those are 
not the words of easy.   

 Everyone must ask themselves whether following is worth it.  Is it worth it to be called 
“one of those churchy people?”  Is it worth it to give of your time and money to the church?  
Is it worth it to have your sins completely forgiven?  Is it worth it to have everlasting life 
awaiting you in God’s Kingdom of love?   

 If you decide that it is, then look around you.  Who hasn’t been in church with you 
lately?  Who is a part of your church family that 
would have their spirits lifted simply by your 
invitation to come back to church?  Followers don’t 
want to take this journey alone.  So spread the joy!  
Call people you haven’t seen for a while!  Invite 
someone new?  Tell as many as you can what they 
are missing!  Let your passion for Christ infect others! 
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Let Someone Know You CareLet Someone Know You CareLet Someone Know You CareLet Someone Know You Care    

Where Has Your Pastor Been? 

 As a church family, one of the most important things we can do for each 

other is to let others know we are thinking about them and lifting them in prayer.  

We list in our bulletin our prayer concerns for various members of our family as 

well as those we know who are going through difficult times, but it shouldn’t stop 

there.  There are two very important groups of people we should constantly bring 

to mind – our shut-ins who have a difficult time even making it to church or can’t 

make it because they are in a care facility; and those of our church family that we 

haven’t seen in a while.   

 As your pastor, I try to make calls on both groups, but it really impacts 

people when they hear from others as well.  A simple card in the mail or phone call 

to say, “We care about you, and we miss you,” can mean a great deal.  We don’t always know why folks aren’t 

worshipping with us who once were.  Perhaps they are going through some trying times, and your call might be 

the very thing that keeps them going. 

 I would encourage you to look around the church when we take time to greet one another on Sunday 

morning.  Pull out your church directory and see who is listed that you haven’t seen in a while.  Make a call.  Drop 

a note in the mail.  Perhaps a line in an up-to-date Bible would add to Matthew’s gospel, “I was discouraged, and 

you gave me a phone call to invite me back to church.  For whatever you did to the least of these, you did to me.” 

Botkins and Anna Methodist Church Congregations no longer have to ask where 

the Pastor is…..With the start of this year,  Pastor Randy has been keeping regular 

office hours at both churches.  Each week on Wednesday, he is at: 

  Botkins Church from 8:00 A.M. ~ 11:00 A.M.  

  Anna Church from 12:00 noon ~ 3:00 P.M.   

Unless Janice and I are on vacation or a special meeting of some sort comes up, I 

will be at the churches during those hours each week.  You are free to stop in 

during those times if you have questions or concerns to discuss.  If those times 

don’t work for your schedule, you can always contact me, and we can set up 

another time. 
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A Weekend You Will Never Forget!A Weekend You Will Never Forget!A Weekend You Will Never Forget!A Weekend You Will Never Forget!    
In both churches you have heard a great deal of talk about the “Walk to Emmaus” or 

the “Chrysalis.”  These are weekends of helping grow leaders for the church – The 

Emmaus Walk for adults and the Chrysalis for high school students and young adults.  

Both of these are just a couple of the ways God can work to develop disciples. 

 If you haven’t been a part of one of these, you may wonder why people come 

back from these weekends so enthusiastic and want to try and sign everyone else up to go on one.  I can tell you 

from the experience of having attended one and serving on several teams serving others, that it is a weekend of 

experiencing God’s unconditional love like nothing else that I have ever experienced.  It is a prime example of 

what a Christian community – the Body of Christ – is supposed to be like.  You have Christians serving selflessly 

just because they want others to experience God’s love and begin to develop a very personal relationship with 

God. 

     Both weekends feature several talks given mostly by lay people with a few by clergy.  There is always a time 

to discuss the talks.  People spend time in prayer, worship, and sharing in Holy Communion.  There is also plenty 

of great food the entire weekend. 

 If people seem hesitant to share everything they went through, it’s only because they hope you will attend 

one, and they want you to experience things yourself.  But that brings with it a danger.  Folks who have been on 

such a weekend are drawn to others who have because they can share their similar experiences, while people who 

haven’t been on such a weekend may get the impression that those who have been, think they are better than 

someone else.  This couldn’t be further from the truth.  In fact, during the weekend it is stated that, “…this might 

make you better than you were, but it never makes you better than someone else.”   

 As a church family, we need to guard against such feelings on either side.  Misconceptions can tear a 

church family apart.  That would be very sad, especially considering that these weekend events are designed to 

build the church family up.  My challenge to all of us is this:  those who haven’t attended one of these spirit-

building weekends – understand that the enthusiasm of others is meant in loving care to you, wanting you to 

experience what they have.  If you have further questions about the weekends, feel free to let me know.  I will 

discuss them with you any time. 

 And to those who have gone on such a weekend – don’t let anything dampen 

your enthusiasm for Christ.  Simply remember that those who haven’t been through 

a weekend event, don’t share your enthusiasm because they don’t have the same 

point of reference.  If you want a friend or family member to attend – the best way is 

to just BE Christ to them.  Let others see all the love of God you experienced 

reflected through your actions towards them.  Never push others, only love others! 
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 My story is less about me pursuing Jesus, and more about how he pursued 

me.  The Bible tells us that we love Jesus because he first loved us.  It is certainly 

true that my pursuit of Christ was initiated and continues to be motivated by his 

relentless pursuit of me. 

 The only reason I met “church people,” as I called them, was because I 

wanted to go to New Orleans and help rebuild after the hurricane, and the church 

was doing a building project down there.  I had helped with Habitat for Humanity 

projects locally, but going to a crisis zone to help sounded fulfilling.  I thought it 

would be challenging and worthwhile.  It even sounded fun – minus the part where 

I had to go with a bunch of church people.  I had memories of going to church as a little kid, but that’s all 

they were:  memories.  I wasn’t interested in any of that stuff.  In fact, I was a little nervous that being around 

all the church kids was going to make for a stressful trip.  I didn’t want them looking into my life.  It’s not 

like I had anything to hide, really.  I just didn’t want anyone trying to dig too deep. 

 On the trip, the whole group made plans to go to church together.  I ditched them right around the 

time I thought they were leaving for church.  I wandered around New Orleans for a while, but I got lost and 

ended up back at our dorm just as the group was actually leaving, so I just kind of gave in.  But when we got 

there, something about the service, the message, the worship, I don’t know what it was, but when the 

preacher asked people to come down front if they wanted to know Christ, I left my pew and walked down. 

 I got baptized in Lake Ponchartrain  in New Orleans, and when I came out of the water, I felt like a 

different person.  Brand new.  I was so overcome with joy that when I got back, I told all my friends and 

family about my baptism.  Since then I have found a peace that I 

have searched for all my life.  All this happened because Jesus 

decided to use a rebuilding project to get my attention.  I am so 

thankful that he wasn’t just interested in rebuilding New Orleans; 

he wanted to rebuild me, too.  He pursued me, and now I am 

passionately pursuing Jesus as I follow him. 

My name is Terry Hayes, and I am not a fan. 

(story reprinted from “Not a Fan” by Kyle Idleman, c-2011) 

Another “Not a Fan” Story 
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 Just wanted to try and keep everyone up-to-date with our repair/

improvements to God’s House that we call the Botkins United Methodist Church.  

The west side roof repairs from last year’s wind damage have been completed.  

While doing that we had one of the chimneys – that we no longer use – removed.  

Roofing over where that chimney was will make for less chance of future leak 

problems. 

 We had planned to remove the white, mortar dressing on the top of the bell tower.  It was in definite 

need of repair.  Instead of trying to re-mortar it every few years, we were going to remove it and replace it with a 

limestone cap.  However, upon closer inspection of the brick part of the tower underneath the cap, it was 

recommended another option be instituted.  The top of the bell tower will have some bricks that have lost a 

great deal of the mortar between them, removed.  Instead of some sides going up to a peak, the tower will be 

evened up all around and then capped with a painted steel cap.  It was pointed out that the Lutheran Church 

had that done about twenty years ago, and it still looks good. 

Big thanks to Trustee Chair, Mike Neuman, and the rest of the 

trustees who have really been on top of things.  If you ever have 

questions or concerns relating to the building, feel free to share 

your thoughts with the trustees. 

Building RepairsBuilding RepairsBuilding RepairsBuilding Repairs    

 In case you are wondering what was being built at the north-

east corner of the sanctuary, let me explain.  Sometime in the near 

future we are scheduled to have some new sound and video equipment installed in the sanctuary.  We need to 

have a sound/video booth in place ready to receive the new equipment.  This new equipment is designed to help 

enhance our worship time, hopefully making it easier to hear and see various parts of the service.  The screen up 

front will be moved to the east so that it no longer hides the cross when it is pulled down. 

 Just so everyone knows who to blame J, it is your pastor and not your trustees who are proceeding with 

this project.  I took it upon myself to build this booth for two reasons:  first, our trustees have been extremely 

busy with other projects of upkeep for the building.  I didn’t think they needed one more thing on their plate; 

second, I have had a great deal of experience with sound/video set up.  I wanted to try and construct something 

that was not unsightly, but would keep the investment we are making safe and protected.  I am not a master 

craftsman, so be gentle in your criticism. 

What’s That ?What’s That ?What’s That ?What’s That ?    
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March 2013 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2  Jerry & Carol 

Vaughan  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

Rebekah Neuman 

Kay Rickey 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 

Morgan Lenhart 

19 

Joe  & Evonne 
Schnippel  

20 

Bill Rickey 

21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31    Jon Boyd  

Apri l  2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Mike & Vickie-
Neuman  

7 8 9 10 11 12 

Kathleen Freeman 

13 

14 15 16 

Jason Rickey 

17 18 

Sherrill Skinner 

19 20 

21 22 

Jerry Vaughan 

23 24      Lori Boyd  

Joe Welker  

25 26 27 

28 29 30     



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3  
Choir Practice 
1:30-3:00  P.M. 
St. Jacob 
 
 
Greeters:   
Dave & Connie 
Mielke 

4  
 
Ad Council 
7:00 P.M. 

5 
 
Bible Study  
7:00 P.M. 
At Pastor’s 
House 

6  
 
Choir practice  
7:00 P.M. at 
Anna 

7 8 9 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
Greeters:   
Mike Neuman  
Family 

11 12 
 
Bible Study  
7:00 P.M. 
At Pastor’s 
House 

13  
 
Choir practice  
7:00 P.M. at 
Botkins 

14 
 
Botkins UMW  
7:00 P.M. at 
church 

15 16 

17  
 
Choir Practice 
1:30-3:00  
St. Jacob 
 
 
Greeters:   
Bill Nichols  
Family 

18  
 
Ad Council 
7:00 P.M. 

19 
 
Bible Study  
7:00 P.M. 
At Pastor’s 
House 

20  
 
Choir practice  
7:00 P.M. at 
Anna 

21 22 23 

24    Palm  
          Sunday 
 
Easter Cantata  
7:00 P.M. 
St. Jacob in Anna 
 
Greeter:   
Mary Jo  
Raberding 

25 26 
 
Bible Study  
7:00 P.M. 
At Pastor’s 
House 

27  
 
Choir practice  
7:00 P.M. at 
Botkins 

28       Maundy  
           Thursday 
 
Service at  
Botkins 
7:00 P.M. 

29 Good 
Friday 

 
Service at 
Anna -  
St. Jacob 
Noon 

30 

31    Easter  
          Sunday 
 

Sunrise Service  
St. Paul Church 
7:00 A.M. 
 
 

Greeters:   
Lester & Mary 
Ann Russell 

 

March 2013 

Men’s Emmaus Walk   

Men’s Emmaus 

Walk ends 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
Ad Council  
Botkins 
7:00 P.M. 

2 3  
Choir practice  
7:00 P.M. at 
Anna 

4 5 6 

7  
Confirmation 
Class 
6:30-8:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
Greeters: 
Ryan Sanders 
Family 

8 9 10  
Choir practice  
7:00 P.M. at 
Botkins 

11 
Botkins UMW  
7:00 P.M. at 
church 

12 13 

14  
Confirmation 
Class 
6:30-8:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
Greeters:   
Jason Schmerge  
Family 

15  
Ad Council 
Anna 
7:00 P.M. 

16 17 
Choir practice  
7:00 P.M. at 
Anna 

18 19 20 

21  
Confirmation 
Class 
6:30-8:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
Greeter:   
Evonne 
Schnippel 

22 23 24  
Choir practice  
7:00 P.M. at 
Botkins 

25 26 27 

28  
Confirmation 
Class 
6:30-8:30 P.M. 
 
 
Greeters:   
Derek Skinner 
Family 

29 30  

April 2013 


