
 Lent is a season of preparation for the celebration 

of Easter. It is a time for growing through repentance, 

fellowship, prayer, and concentration on our baptismal 

covenant.  On Ash Wednesday, we remembered our 

mortality through the imposition of ashes upon our foreheads.  

These ashes came from the palms many of us waved during 

last year’s Palm Sunday celebration.  What a contrast between the somberness of Ash 

Wednesday and the season of Lent, where we focus on where we are in our relationship 

with the One who sacrificed all for us, and the celebratory mood of Palm Sunday, where 

we remember Jesus being hailed as a king and cheered loudly as he rode into Jerusalem. 

 

Holy Week - begun on Palm Sunday – is in itself a microcosm of that contrast – 

when we go from the celebratory entrance to death on a cross.  We will celebrate once 

again with palms on that Sunday.  We will have that somber, reflective time on Thursday 

of that week during a service of remembrance of the last meal Jesus shared with His 

disciples where he instituted the sacrament of Holy Communion.  For those who can join us, 

we will have an even more somber time of reflection on Good Friday at St. Jacob 

Lutheran Church in Anna.  At noon that day we will reflect on the traditional “Stations of 

the Cross.”    Then, on Easter Sunday, we will celebrate with all the joy that day is due as 

we remember the resurrection of our Lord and Savior – the resurrection that ensures all 

believers that death in this world is not the end but the beginning of eternal joy!  

 

Let John’s words ever be before us that, “God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting 

life.” (John 3:16)  Let us all be reminded of those words as we reflect on where we are in 

our relationship with God and perhaps where we would like to be.  Fasting, giving up 

something we like, setting aside extra times of prayer – can all be very meaningful if 

done correctly.  Jesus said we are not to do such things openly to be noticed by others but 

simply between God and ourselves.  My prayer for all is that these days of Lent become 

a special time of sharing between you and your heavenly Father. 

Please Join Us for a Service At: 

Botkins United Methodist  Church 

Sunday School 8:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

                 OR 

Anna United Methodist Church 

Sunday School 10:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 11:00 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Randy Locker  

Phone:   937-726-3318  

E-mail:  lrlocker@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leaders: 

Sherrill Skinner 

Phone:   937-693-6822 

Alan Locker 

Phone:   937-658-2388 

 

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders: 

Abby Lightle 

Phone:  937-726-7044 

Randy Boyd 

Phone: 937-710-3721 
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 I’ve just finished the series “Five Things that God Uses to Grow Your Faith.”  I sincerely hope 
that these are things that will continue to be explored in your own faith life.  God wants to grow our 
faith and can if we seek it.  Be reminded that practical Biblical teaching is the best place to start.  If 
you are not involved in some kind of daily devotion that directs you to the Scriptures, I would highly 
encourage it.  I would also encourage your Timothy Circle to look into doing a Bible Sturdy together.  
If you need help finding materials, don’t hesitate to ask me. 
 Providential Relationships are so very important in all of our lives.  God will continue to 
place people in your lives that will strengthen your faith – but you must be open to those 
relationships.  Remember, too, that God wants to use you as one of those relational people in the 
lives of others.  It is through prayer and an openness to God’s nudging that we realize when those 
opportunities present themselves. 
 Private Disciplines – being self-disciplined in regularly reading your Bible and in your 
giving to God’s work in this world through your church will grow your faith in the same way that 
strength exercises will develop your muscles.  You don’t have to jump into feeling like you have to 
start at the beginning of the Bible and read from Genesis through Revelations, although there are 
plans out there for reading through the Bible in a year.  If you haven’t read much – start small.  That 
is where a daily devotional like the Upper Room or My Daily Bread can be a great help.  They 
direct you to a short passage of scripture each day and include a story that goes along with it.  
Remember, you will have days when you don’t feel up to doing your devotion.  That is precisely the 
day when you need it the most.  Also, if you haven’t done so yet or re-evaluated in a while your 
giving to the church – take some time first praying,  and then discussing with your spouse if you are 
married and then decide in your heart what you are going to set as your giving to God.  Both of 
these private disciplines will take some effort as far as forcing yourself to remember at first, but they 
will soon become a habit that you look forward to as God uses them to build your faith. 
 BE READY!  You never know when God might have a Personal Ministry that He needs you 
for.  Remember that ministry refers to far more than ministering in a church.  It might be in a smile or 
some kind words you share with a co-worker.  It might be in sending money to support a starving 
child through an organization like World Vision.  It could be any number of ways that God wants to 
use you to work in the lives of others.  It might even be a call to pastoral ministry, and if you feel that 
call, I would be glad to talk with you.  Be assured, God will use those opportunities of personal 
ministry to explode your faith. 
 Always be prepared for the Pivotal Circumstances of life.  They are – as I said – those 
times when our routine prayers turn into “down on our knees crying out to God.”  You are surrounded 
by a church family that will always be there for you during such times.  And as we go through those 
pivotal circumstances together, we will come out on the other side even stronger in our faith.  It is 
always easy to look back on such times and see where God was with us.  We need our church family 
around us during those times to remind us that He is with us in the midst of those times. 
 I hope and pray that we will all remember these five things and continue to let them help to 
build in us an even stronger faith.  A great way to do this would be to have regular (whatever time 
frame that might be) meetings with your Timothy Circle and spend some time discussing how these 
five things have been at work in your lives.  This kind of sharing will build everyone’s faith as you 

strengthen one another. 

“Five Things that God Uses to Grow Your Faith”   
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Vacation Bible School 

The dates for this summer’s Vacation Bible School have been set.  It will be from Sunday evening, 

July 19th through Thursday evening, July 23rd.  Times will be approximately from 6:00 P.M. to 8:30.  

Once again Botkins and Anna United Methodist Churches will be joined by St. Paul Lutheran Church in 

Botkins to host the VBS program, and it will be hosted at the Anna Church.  We will conclude the VBS 

with a special Sunday afternoon program on Sunday, July 26th at 2:00 P.M.  If anyone is interested 

in helping, please let our Children’s Ministry leaders – Janice Locker and Jessica Skinner – know. 



The season of Lent is such a special time of the year as we 

reflect on all that led up to Easter and the sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ for the sins of the world – our sins.  Many Christians 

choose to give something up during this time as a very tiny 

example of all that Christ gave up for us.  Whatever you plan 

to do, I encourage you to spend time with God.  Try to set aside some extra time even if it is to just 

“…be still and know that He is God.” 
 

 As we have tried to get our Timothy Circles to be more engaged, this would be an ideal 

time to host your own Bible Study.  You can even encourage all the members of your Circle to 

come to the Bible Study – “The Easter Experience” hosted by Janice and Pastor Randy.  This will 

be on Tuesday evenings beginning February 24th at 7:00 P.M. 
 

 The first Sunday during Lent, February 22nd, will see the beginning of a new sermon series.  

This will also focus on “The Easter Experience,” a series put together by Kyle Idleman.  We have 

studied other topics by Idleman and have found them to be very insightful.  Most recently we went 

through his series, “The Christmas Experience,” and last year we learned what it truly means to be 

a follower of Christ as we went through the series “Not a Fan.” 
 

 The titles of each Sunday’s messages can be found by going to our church websites:  

annaumc.org or botkinsumc.org.  As the Ash Wednesday service was held at Anna this year, the 

Holy Thursday service will be at Botkins on Thursday, April 2nd.  For those who have time in their 

work day and like to have a time of somber reflection, we will once again join with our brothers 

and sisters from St. Jacob Lutheran Church in Anna for a Good Friday service at noon on April 3rd.  

 Fire safety is so often a thing that doesn’t enter our minds until something happens that 
wakes us up to the possibility.  It is a good idea to familiarize yourself with the proper way to exit 
our church building in the event of a fire.  In the Botkins Church there are fewer areas, but it is still 
a good idea to look around those areas you might find yourself in and think how you would exit 
the area in the event of a fire.  There are usually a couple of ways out of each area. 
 At Anna, there are many more rooms.  Because of this, exit signs have been placed at 
various locations.  Look for them and familiarize yourself with their proposed path should you be 
in that area.  Let our trustees know if you think one should be posted in an area, and you don’t see 
one. 
 If you are a Sunday School teacher it is well worth the time to talk with those in your 
charge about where they should go in the event of a fire.  A little bit of time spent in these ways 

could be a life-saver, although we hope such a thing never happens. 

Fire Safety 
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Dear Church members, 

 The Fish Pond Food Pantry would like to offer heartfelt thanks for all the support during 

the year 2014.  You may have given food items, personal care items, baby items, laundry 

supplies, or money to help us help the many people in our communities that have a need.  We 

have been very blessed this past year as the need has increased due to the economy, but the 

response from you has also increased.  We are very grateful for each one of you that have 

helped us this year. Thanks, also to all volunteers who gave their time whenever needed. 

Barb and Eldon Wical, Directors of Fish Pond Food Pantry 

Thank You 

 

“The Easter 

Experience,” 

 a series put 

together by 

Kyle Idleman 



Did you get your bottle of  water yet? 

 I thought I might get your attention with that question.  It is in reference to the annual 

Relay for Life – our part of the campaign to raise money for cancer research.  Over the 

years, due to large sums of money being raise by Relays all over the United States, many 

advances have been made in the fight against the many types of cancer that have affected 

so many we know and love.  This year, as a part of our fund-raising, Bob Romanowski got a 

couple of cases of water.  People in both churches have been invited to take one (or more), 

drink the water, and begin to fill the bottle with dimes.  Bob estimated that if every bottle 

was filled like this, we would raise about $7500. 

 We are also still looking for anyone from either church (perhaps even as an act of 

service for one of our Timothy Circles) to head this up.  That could mean a number of things.  

It could be planning other possible fund-raisers.  It could be deciding to try and sell 

something during the actual relay in August that would mean extra funds toward our total 

contribution.  It could be coordinating our team of walkers to try and get an unbroken chain 

of walkers for the entire duration of the Realy – from 6:00 P.M. Friday night to noon on 

Saturday (that would be the 7th and 8th of August).  Contact Bob or Pastor Randy if you’re 

interested. 

 Have you given any consideration to becoming a member of the United Methodist 

Church?  We have several people in both of our churches in Botkins and Anna that have been 

such wonderful and active friends of our churches but are not official members.  I truly be-

lieve that becoming a member of a church signifies to God a commitment to being a disciple.  

It is a very firm way of saying, “Father God, I believe that you are the creator of all things.  I 

believe in your unconditional love for me – a love that cost the life of Your Son, Jesus.  I be-

lieve in Your calling on all believers to share Your love with one another and to encourage 

others to become Your disciples.” 

 The mission statement of the United Methodist Church is to “…make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world.”  We say that because people becoming true dis-

ciples of Jesus Christ does transform lives.  All churches are operated by humans and thus, 

have their flaws.  Our church is no different.  We make mistakes from time to time, but we 

constantly strive to be better – to do more towards spreading the love of Jesus Christ to oth-

ers.  By becoming a member of our church, you can grow with us as we seek – each day – to 

become more like Christ.  Only through God’s sanctifying grace can we live out this kind of 

growth, and we would like you to become a part of it. 

 I would never ask you to become a part of something that you didn’t fully under-

stand, so I would like to meet with anyone who has an interest to explain a little more about 

what it means to be, first a Christian, and secondly a United Methodist whose roots go back 

to the 1700’s and the teachings of John Wesley.  If you are interested, please let me know.  

As your pastor, I will seek to get together all who are interested at a time that is most con-

venient for all and talk about what membership involves.  I will seek to answer any questions 

you might have.  Then we will plan a time to recognize you as members of our church fami-

lies. 

Make the Commitment to God 
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“Father God, I believe 

that you are the creator 

of all things.  I believe 

in your unconditional 

love for me – a love 

that cost the life of Your 

Son, Jesus.  I believe in 

Your calling on all 

believers to share Your 

love with one another 

and to encourage others 

to  become  Your 

disciples.” 
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MARCH 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  

Jerry & Carol 

Vaughn 

3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 

Rebekah Neuman 

Mike Neuman 

10 

Jeremiah Smith 

11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 

Morgan Lenhart 

19 

Joe & Evonne 

Schnippel 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 

Jon Boyd 

 

APRIL 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 

5 

Kathleen Freeman 

6 

Mike & Vickie\ 

Neuman 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Sherrill Skinner 

19 20 21 22 

Jerry Vaughan 

23 24 

Lori Boyd 

25 

26 27 28 29 30  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  

2nd Sunday of 
Lent  
Pancake Breakfast 

(Palazzo) 

Greeters:   
Dave& Connie 
Mielke 

 

2 

 
 
 

Botkins  

Church Council 
7:00 P.M. 

3 

 
 

Bible Study 
Pastor Randy & 

Janice’s home 
7:00 P.M. 

4 

Anna Youth 
Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. 
BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  
AUMC 

5 6 7 

8    Daylight Savings 

Time Begins (Spring 
Forward 1 hour) 

Communion 
Servers:  Randy & 
Sherrill Skinner 
Greeters:   
Mike & Vickie 
Neuman & family 

9 10 

 
 

Bible Study 
Pastor Randy & 

Janice’s home 
7:00 P.M. 

11 

Anna Youth 
Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. 
BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  

12 

 
Botkins UMW 

7:00 P.M. 
Church 

Basement 

13 14 

15 

4th Sunday of Lent 
 
 
 

Greeter:   
Mary Jo Raberding 

16 

 
 

Anna Church 
Council 

7:00 p.m. 

17 

 
 

Bible Study 
Pastor Randy & 

Janice’s home 
7:00 P.M. 

18 

Anna Youth 
Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. 
BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  
AUMC 

19 20 21 

22 

5th Sunday of Lent 
 
 
 

Greeter:   
Mary Ann Russell 
 

23 24 

 
Bible Study 

Pastor Randy & 
Janice’s home 

7:00 P.M. 

25 

Anna Youth 
Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. 
BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  
AUMC 

26 27 28 

29 

6th Sunday of Lent 
PALM 

SUNDAY 
 

Greeters:   
Ryan & Cory 
Sanders & Family 

30 

 
Holy Week 

Begins 

31 

 
PASSOVER 

 
 

                                                                                                                          
No Bible Study 

 

 

 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

March item is Flour ! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

April item is  

Breakfast Cereal ! 

1   Anna Youth 

Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. 
BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  
AUMC 

2 

Maunday 

Thursday 

Service  

At Botkins 

7:00 P.M. 

3 

 

 

Good Friday 

4 

 

 

Holy Saturday 

5 Easter 
 

 
Communion 
Servers: Lisa 
Bodenmiller & 

Mary Jo Raberding  
Greeters: Jason & 
Amanda Schmerge 

& familyl 

6 

 

 
Botkins  

Church Council 

7:00 P.M. 

7 

 

 

 

8   Anna Youth 

Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. 
BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  
AUMC 

9 

 
Botkins UMW 

7:00 P.M. 
 

10 11 

12  

2nd Sunday of 

Easter 

 

 

 

Greeter:   

Evonne Schnippel 

13 

 

 

14 15 Anna Youth 
Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. 
BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  
AUMC 

16 17 18 

19 

3rd  Sunday of 

Easter  

 

 

Greeters:   

Derek & Jessica 

Skinner & family 

20 

 

Anna Church 
Council 

7:00 p.m. 

21 22 Anna Youth 
Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. 
BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  
AUMC 

23 24 25 

26 

4th  Sunday of 

Easter 

 

 

Greeters:   

Sherrill & Randy 

Skinner 

27 28 29 Anna Youth 
Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. 
BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  
AUMC 

30  

2015 


