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 Churches vary greatly in what people do during the service.  In some 

churches, people kneel several times during the service.  In some, from the time 

people enter the sanctuary they are very quiet – never speaking with anyone 

else.  And, of course, there are times of sitting and times of standing for various 

reasons according to the service and what is normal during different parts of the 

service. 

 I really like the fact that we have a good mix of quiet reverence and joy in 

just being together.  When I say, “Let’s take some time and greet one another,” 

the journeys begin throughout the seats as people joyfully say hi, shake hands, 

hug, or whatever.  If we didn’t begin our call to worship song, this would continue 

for some time more.  But, isn’t that the way it should be when a family gets 

together?  People just genuinely glad to see each other.  I am truly glad that 

people feel so free to engage each other in this way, and I believe God smiles at 

our ‘close-knit family.’ 

 Likewise, everyone should feel equally as free to express themselves and 

their praise to God however they feel led.  It should never seem out of place for a 

person to shout out an “AMEN,” or raise their hands during a song, or come 

forward to kneel at the altar if they feel called to that moment.  In congregations 

such as ours, where we have a mix of young and old, it is natural that there are 

different ways to praise God and none of them is wrong.  We have songs during 

which we sit and songs during which we stand, but people should feel free to 

stand or sit as they please or as they can.  If age or ailment leads a person to 

never stand (or rarely as they can) that is never a problem.  Sometimes sitting so 

you can just reverently focus on the words being sung is the best thing you can 

do. 

 I guess my point is that I want to thank you for being a church family that 

makes all people feel welcome and comfortable in our house of God.  Our church 

service are as they should be – between you and God, so always let the Spirit 

lead you to worship how you feel. 
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 Pastor Jane Madden, the newly appointed chaplain at Dorothy Love, will be 

leading a seminar on grief support.  This will be held at the Amos Center at Dorothy 

Love and will be held on Fridays from 1:30-3:00 P.M. from January 5th through March 

23rd.  The cost is $15 per person. 

 The weekly seminar topics are:  Is This Normal; Challenges of Grief; The 

Journey of Grief – Part One; The Journey of Grief – Part Two; Grief and Your 

Relationships; Why?; Guilt and Anger; Complicating Factors; Stuck; Lessons of Grief – 

Part One; Lessons of Grief – Part Two; Heaven; and What Do I Live for Now? 

 Each of the sessions is self-contained, so you can start anytime and pick up any 

you may have missed in the next cycle.  No matter what time of year it is when you are 

suffering through the loss of a loved one, it is difficult to face those future days alone.  

But you’re not alone.  Anyone who has faced a loss such as this knows exactly how you 

feel.  The best thing you can do is come together with others who know how you feel – 

have been where you are.  For more information, contact Pastor Randy or call Pastor 

Jane Madden at Dorothy Love. 

Grief Share at Dorothy Love 

 Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Father, not my will, but thine be 

done.”  This will be the theme of our sermon series during the season of Lent – that 

period of reflective time between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday.  The series is 

called “Thy Will Be Done.”  It will begin at the Ash Wednesday Service to be held at 

the Botkins Church on February 14th at 7:00 P.M. with “God’s Will and God’s 

Promise.” 

 The six-week series uses different characters from scripture to highlight the 

topic.  Week one uses Moses to talk about “God’s Will and My Inadequacy.”  Week 

two looks at David in “God’s Will and My Dreams.”  Mary shows up in week three as 

we focus on “God’s Will and My Identity.”  We study Paul in the week four lesson 

“God’s Will and My Worldview.”  Week five will find us looking at Lydia in “God’s 

Will and My Response.”  The Palm Sunday message centers on “God’s Will when We 

Are Not Willing.”  Our Maundy Thursday topic for the 7:00 P.M. service to be held at 

Botkins is “God’s Will and Joyful Service.”  Easter Sunday will have us celebrate 

“God’s Will for the New Creation.” 

 My hope is to have a special devotional booklet (as we did for the Advent 

Season) to further enhance our reflections during the Lenten Season.  We also hope to 

work with our choirs and Children’s Ministry teams to put together the wonderful Palm 

Sunday afternoon program that has been so successful the last couple of years.  We’ll 

have more information on this in our next newsletter. 

Lenten Sermon Series 

Lections for New Year’s 

Day: 

Eccles. 3: 1-13 

Ps. 9 

Rev. 21: 1-6 

Matt. 25: 31-46 

 

Lections for Epiphany: 

Isa. 60: 1-6 

Ps. 72: 1-7, 10-14  

Eph. 3: 1-12 

Matt. 2: 1-12 

 

Sunday Jan. 7 

Gen. 1: 1-5 

Ps. 29 

Acts 19 1-7 

Mark 1: 4-11 

 

Sunday Jan. 14 

Human Relations Day 

1 Sam. 3: 1-10 (11-20) 

Ps. 139: 10-6, 13-18 

1 Cor. 6: 12-20 

John 1: 43-51 

 

Sunday Jan. 21 

Ecumenical Sunday 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 

Ps. 62: 5-129 

1 Cor. 7: 29-31 

Matt. 1: 14-20 

 

Sunday Jan. 28 

Deut. 18: 15-20 

Ps. 111 

1 Cor. 8: 1-13 

Mark 1: 21-28 
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 Perhaps you remember the childhood story about chicken-little running 

around proclaiming that the sky was falling.  He was in a panic and tried to get 

everyone else in the same mode.  I see a great deal of that ‘panic-mode’ in people 

today.  We seem to have much less time to just (as the scriptures say), “Be still and 

know that he is God.”  We don’t seem to have much time to relax period!  But that is 

not the way God wants us to live our lives.  Just look around you at the beauty of the 

world He created.  He created it for us to enjoy it, and we can’t do that when we are so 

focused on the next thing on our plate that we don’t even see that world around us.  

Perhaps it was God who first whispered in someone’s ear, “Stop and smell the roses.” 

 This has been on my mind in part because I tend to be one of those ‘go-go-go’ 

persons, and I need to remind myself to recall the words the Apostle Paul shared with 

the Philippians, “Do not be anxious about anything…”  And of course, it has been 

working on my mind that I will not be able to go as fast as I am used to after having 

my shoulder operated on.  Several weeks of having one arm immobilized has – in my 

humanness – brought that anxiousness back out.  Is it any wonder then, that God has 

brought to my attention the newest book by Max Lucado, “Anxious for Nothing?”  I 

felt perhaps God was cluing me in to the fact that many of His people in the Botkins 

and Anna Churches are facing this anxiousness, and what better person to share my 

message to them than one who is dealing with the same thing. 

 Therefore, we will be starting the New Year with a sermon series on 

anxiousness.  We will begin as Max does in his book, Less Fret, More Faith.  The major 

concepts we will cover are:  “Celebrate God’s Goodness – Rejoice in the Lord Always”; 

“Ask God for Help – Let your requests be made known to God”; “Leave Your Concerns 

with Him – With Thanksgiving”; and “Meditate on Good Things – Think about things that 

are worthy of praise”. 

 The series will begin on Sunday, January 7th.  The series will run through 

February 11th.  This will take us right up to the Lenten Season, which is early this year.  

Ash Wednesday will be on February 14th. 

New Sermon Series 

Timothy Circles 
Several years ago, I tried to encourage people to join together in what I called Timothy 

Circles.  These are Christian support groups designed to challenge and encourage people in 

their faith journey.  This is why I have often referred to the fact that one’s Christian faith is 

about so much more than just being in church on Sunday morning.  Don’t get me wrong!  

Being in church on Sunday morning is very important, but it is just one part of the journey 

to grow in your faith.  Jesus called the Disciples together because He knew they would 

need each other to share this journey of faith together.  He called us to be the church for 

the same reason. For this reason, I am once again going to encourage you to join as small 

units within the church to meet regularly (whatever that is for each group) to encourage 

each other to be stronger in your faith.  As a part of the United Methodist Church, you are 

part of our mission statement, “…to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 

of the world.”  …..continued page 4 

Lections for February 

Sunday Feb. 4 

Isa. 40: 21-31 

Ps. 147: 1-11, 20c 

1 Cor. 9: 16-23 

Mark 1: 29-39 

 

Sunday Feb. 11 

2 Kings 2: 1-12 

Ps. 50: 1-6 

2 Cor. 4: 3-6 

Mark 9: 2-0 

 

Sunday Feb. 18 

Gen. 9: 8-17 

Ps. 25: 1-10 

1 Peter  3: 18-22 

Mark 1: 9-15 

 

Sunday Feb. 25 

Gen. 17:1-7, 15-16 

Ps. 22: 23-31 

Rom. 4: 13-25 

Mark 8: 31-38 
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Timothy Circles - continued 
 When the Methodist Church first began, John Wesley was adamant that every person be involved in a 

small group or they would be kicked out of the church!  I realize we live in a much different world than that of Wesley, 

and I would never kick anyone out of the church, but I do understand where he was coming from.  He knew that 

to grow in faith people needed to be there for each other.  The members of a group would regularly ask each 

other, “How is it with your soul?”  They would challenge each other to remember to read the scripture daily, and 

they would be there for each other whenever a need arose.   

 There have been a few who have been together as a Circle and have shared with me how much it has 

meant to them – that they count on their Circle especially for rough times when prayer is needed.  It is not that we 

can’t or don’t do this as a church family, for most certainly we do.  But there is so much more to the intimacy of a 

small group that can meet, join hands, and pray over a need.  I want to encourage all to find that same feeling.  

There is not set formula for this.  There is no set schedule you must meet.  There are so many things you could do 

as a group that would be helpful to you, your church, and please God.  The following are a few ideas: 

*Meeting weekly is best, but try monthly or even quarterly (during the Sunday School period would be a 

 great idea) 

*Host a Bible Study for just your group or invite others (Pastor Randy can help you with ideas and 

 materials) 

*Look for a mission project to do together – local or otherwise 

*Together, sponsor a needy child from a foreign country through World Vision (Pastor Randy can help 

 with this) 

*Plan an outing together; a trip to a play, out to eat, a picnic, camping, (only limited by your imagination) 

*Together, get something for your church (if you’ve noticed how the banners and  canvas prints add so 

 much to our walls, there are so many with great scripture  verses that would enhance our 

 worship atmosphere on the walls of our church – see Pastor Randy for ideas if interested) 

*Share periodically during church how your Circle has been involved in ministry together or how they 

 have helped you personally 

*Look for new people who come to our churches and invite them into your Circle 

 

 The list could go on and on, but hopefully you get the idea.  I would ask that you let me know your Circle 

group.  Feel free to give yourselves a name (I would suggest a Biblical theme, but it’s up to you).  Let me know if 

you’re willing to adopt new members, so if someone comes to me looking for a group, I can make suggestions. 

 I have been a part of such a share group for over twenty years.  We meet weekly.  The first thing we 

always do is to ask each other if each is up-to-date on daily scripture readings.  We talk about where we have felt 

closest to Christ, when we have had opportunities to be a disciple in some way and when we have had 

opportunities but failed to be that disciple.  There have been times when one has had a need and we have been 

there to pray or even do some work at their home that they needed help with.  We each have that sense that – if 

we have a need – the others will be there, and that is such a comfort.  I cannot imagine being without my share 

group.  This is what I want for every member of our churches.  Of course I have seen this kind of helpful attitude 

towards others in need from our entire church, and seeing everyone band together the last two years in our Love 

1 More Mission Project has been a true blessing, but there are some things that can best grow our faith in a small, 

intimate group.  That is what John Wesley understood, and that is what I am looking for as we seek to grow in 

our faith as Jesus Christ calls us to do. 
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BUMC  -  2018 Communion Servers & Greeters Schedule 

July 1 -     Mary Jo Raberding 

July 8 -     Ryan & Cory Sanders 

July 15 -    Jason & Amanda Schmerge 

July 22 -   Rita Schnippel 

July 29 -    Derek & Jessica Skinner 

Aug. 5 -    Randy & Sherrill Skinner 

Aug. 12 -  Jerry & Carol Vaughn 

Aug. 19 -  Andrew & Emily Gill 

Aug. 26 -  Jim & Lynn Degen 

Sept. 2 -    Laura Bodenmiller 

Sept. 9 -    Jon & Lori Boyd 

Sept. 16 -  Betty Buehler 

Sept. 23 -  Lisa Bodenmiller 

Oct. 7 -    Lauren Valentine 

Oct. 14 -  Rita Schnippel 

Oct. 21 -  Mary Jo Raberding 

Oct. 28 -  Ryan & Cory Sanders 

Nov. 4 -   Jason & Amanda Schmerge 

Nov. 11 - Rita Schnippel 

Nov. 18 - Derek & Jessica Skinner 

Nov. 25 - Randy & Sherrill Skinner 

Dec. 2 -    Jerry & Carol Vaughn 

Dec. 9 -   Dave & Connie Mielke 

Dec. 16 -  Laura Bodenmiller 

Dec. 23 -  Lisa Bodenmiller 

Dec. 30 -  Jon & Lori Boyd 

“Seamless” 
 Discover the Seamless Thread Connecting the People, Places, and Promises of the 
Bible in a whole new way.  Whether you’ve grown up hearing Bible stories of you’re 
exploring Scripture for the first time, the full story of the Bible can be overwhelming.  The 
66 books may seem disconnected at first glance.  In this study, Angie Smith shows you how 
the whole Bible—from Genesis through Revelation—connects as one beautiful, seamless 
thread.   

In this study you will: 

 * understand the Bible as a whole as you change the way you look at Scripture; 

 * connect with the people, places, and promises of God’s Word in a fresh way, 

 * gain clarity and confidence in your understanding of Scripture; 

 * discover a biblical context that reshapes and brings to life stories from the Old  
    and New Testaments. 

    7 Video Sessions 
    12 - 15 Minutes each 

Introduction  •  The Beginning  •  The Patriarchs  •  Exodus & the Promised Land  •  
The Kingdoms & the Prophets  •  the Messiah  •  The Letters 

BUMC Coming Soon… on Sunday’s  8 a.m. - 9 a.m. 

Jan. 7 -   Evonne Schnippel 

Jan. 14 - Dave & Connie Mielke 

Jan. 21 - Lisa Bodenmiller 

Jan. 28 - Jon & Lori Boyd 

Feb. 4 -  Betty Buehler 

Feb. 11 - Jim & Lynn Degen 

Feb. 18 - Rita Schnippel 

Feb. 25 - Dave & Connie Mielke 

Mar. 4 -  Mike & Vickie Neuman 

Mar. 11 -Mary Jo Raberding 

Mar. 18 - Ryan & Cory Sanders 

Mar. 25 - Jason & Amanda Schmerge 

Apr. 1 -   Rita Schnippel  

Apr. 8 -   Derek & Jessica Skinner 

Apr. 15 - Randy & Sherrill Skinner 

Apr. 22 - Jerry & Carol Vaughn 

Apr. 29 - Andrew & Emily Gill 

May 6 -   Laura Bodenmiller 

May 13 - Lauren Valentine 

May 20 - Lisa Bodenmiller 

May 27 - Jon & Lori Boyd 

June 3 -  Betty Buehler 

June 10 - Tom & Risa Monfort 

June 17 - Dave & Connie Mielke  

June 24 - Mike & Vicki Neuman 

Thanks to our caring congregation for providing a “Merry Christmas” to many less 

fortunate than we are.  2017 Donations Included: 

 †  68 items (hats, gloves, socks, etc.) to the Alpha Center,  

 †  30 candy containers to Hospice 

 †  Christmas to a young man and young lady  

     We are so blessed to have such sharing and compassionate people. 

Krista Meyer, Botkins School Counselor wrote:  “Thank you very much for your 

support of children this Christmas time through the purchasing of gifts!  When I 

presented the gifts to the parents, they were very grateful to be able to have 

something to give to their children for Christmas.  Your work and efforts are truly 

appreciated by them and by those of us here at school.”  

Anna Counselor, Marlene Watkins has also been so thankful for our church in Anna 

for several years as we have helped provide a Christmas for families that would not 

have had one if not for your generosity.  This year we gave 77 gifts to 11 different 

children and supported the five families we helped by giving each a $150 gift card. 

And let us not forget to hold in our minds the pictures of 96 smiling faces who 

received their Christmas Shoeboxes from us. I feel so blessed to be the pastor of 

such caring people.  May God continue to bless you as you have blessed others. 

Thank You 
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January 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

Connie Mielke 

4 5 6 

7 
 
Betty Buehler 
Kaitlin Underwood 

8 9 

Dixie Gill 

10 11 12 

Josh Schmerge 

13 

14 

Randy & Sherrill 
Skinner 

15 16 17 18 

Ryan Sanders 

19 20 

Ashley Smith 

21 
 
Dave Mielke 
Jane Greve 

22 

Erica Payne 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 

Mark & Betty 
Buehler 

31  

February 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3  

4 5 6 7 

Dillon 
Underwood 

8 9 10 

11 

Kinley Sanders 

12 13 14 

Janell Welker 

15 16 17 

Bryon Rowan 

18 19 

Alan Locker 

20 

Cori Sanders 

21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28  
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January 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

New Year’s 

Day 

2 3 
Anna Youth 

Group 5–7 P.M. 
Sparkplugs 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM 
BUMC 

12- 3 PM  
AUMC 

Choir - Anna 

4 5 6 

Baptism Of Jesus 

 

7 Epiphany 
Sunday  
 
 

Communion 

 
 
 
 
Greeter & 
Communion Server: 
Evonne Schnippel  

8 

Botkins Church 

Council Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

9 10 
Anna Youth 

Group 5–7 P.M. 
Sparkplugs 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM 
BUMC 

12- 3 PM  
AUMC 

Choir - Botkins 

11 12 13 

14 1st Sunday 
after Epiphany  
 

Human 

Relations Day 

 

Greeters:  
Dave & Connie 
Mielke 

15 

Anna Church 

Council Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day 

16 17 
Anna Youth 

Group 5–7 P.M. 
Sparkplugs 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM 
BUMC 

12- 3 PM  
AUMC 

Choir - Anna 

18 19 20 

21 2nd Sunday 
after Epiphany  
Community 
Ecumenical 

Service  
 at IC C  

1:00 p.m. 
 
Greeter:  
Lisa Bodenmiller 

22 23 24 
Anna Youth 

Group 5–7 P.M. 
Sparkplugs 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM 
BUMC 

12- 3 PM  
AUMC 

Choir - Botkins 

 

 

25 26 27 

28 3rd Sunday 
after Epiphany  
 

 

Greeters:  
Jon & Lori Boyd 

29 30 31 
Anna Youth 

Group 5–7 P.M. 
Sparkplugs 
Pastor No 

Office Hours 
AUMC 

No Choir  

 

Fish Pond Food Pantry - 

January item is: 

Paper Towels 

Pastor Randy & Janice Vacationing 1/29 - 2/6 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Jan. 18th - 25th 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity January 18th - 25th 



February 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

National 

Freedom Day 

2 

Groundhog 

Day 

3  

4 4th Sunday 

after Epiphany  
 
 

“Souper Bowl 
Sunday” 

 
Greeter & 
Communion Server: 
Betty Buehler 

5 6 7 
Anna Youth 

Group 5–7 P.M. 
Sparkplugs 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM 
BUMC 

12- 3 PM  
AUMC 

Choir - Anna 

8 9 10 

11 
Transfiguration 

Sunday 

Communion 

(note change from 
first Sunday) 
 
Greeters:   Jim & 
Lynn Degen 

12 

 

 

13 14   

BUMC  Ash 
Wednesday 

Service  
7:00 P.M. 

 
Valentines Day 

 

No Choir 

15 16 17 

18 1st Sunday 

in Lent 

 

 

 
Greeters:   
Rita Schnippel 

19  

 

President’s Day 

20 21 
Anna Youth 

Group 5–7 P.M. 
Sparkplugs 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM 
BUMC 

12- 3 PM  
AUMC 

Choir - Botkins 

22 

 

 

23 24 

25 2nd Sunday 

in Lent 

 

 

Greeters:   Dave & 
Connie Mielke 

26 27 28  Anna Youth 

Group 5–7 P.M. 
Sparkplugs 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM 
BUMC 

12- 3 PM  
AUMC 

Choir - Anna 

 

Fish Pond Food Pantry - 

February item is: 

Sugar (white, brown, or 

confectioners 


