
I began the New Year talking about how God wants to make us new.  No matter how bad 

things might become in our lives; no matter how far we may feel we have fallen; no 

matter how far away from God we think we might be – we are only a prayer away! 

The verse I used as our verse of the week for the first week of 

this year is from 2nd Corinthians 5:17.  Here we read, 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: 

The old has gone, the new is here!”  What a tremendous 

thought!  Wherever we are in our lives, if we simply give our 

hearts to Christ – to say that simple prayer, “Jesus, I believe you 

are the Son of God.  I believe you gave Your life as a sacrifice for 

the sins of the world.  Please, forgive me of my sins and come 

into my heart.” – WE ARE MADE NEW! 

 So how do we show that newness of life?  If we have been made new, shouldn’t we 

look different – act different?  This becomes a kind of “rubber hits the road” moment.  It is 

true that Christianity is the only religion in the world where you can’t earn your way into 

heaven or what others might call an afterlife.  So it is not about thinking of how much 

you have to do, or how much you have to give, or how regular your attendance at church 

is.  But, shouldn’t you WANT to do for the One who did everything for you?  Shouldn’t 

you WANT to give for the One who gave His life for you?  Shouldn’t you want to be in 

church every opportunity you have to worship the God who has given you a new life? 

 James said it best in verses 14-18 of his second chapter.  “ What good is it, my brothers and 

sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?  Suppose a 

brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 

warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it?  In the same way, 

faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith; I 

have deeds.”  Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds.” 
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Your pastor is throwing out a challenge!  Beginning in February, I would like our two 

churches in Botkins and Anna to begin collecting as a team to support the Relay for 

Life.  As many of you know, the Relay for Life has been around for several years in 

Shelby County.  They have raised many thousands of dollars in the fight against 

cancer.  There is probably no one who has not been affected by this deadly disease.  

Personally, it has taken the life of my father-in-law, my brother, and my own dad. 

  

 We are already involved in raising money in both churches for our respective 

buildings, so I don’t plan to make this another series of fund-raisers.  As I have seen 

before, putting back a little money over the course of an extended period of time can 

really add up.  If everyone in the two churches could do this – who knows how much 

we might be able to put into this fight. 

 

 I am putting together envelopes for this purpose.  I did this myself when I was 

a part of the Anna Elementary Teachers’ team.  I put in $20 a week.  That wasn’t too 

much to ask out of our family budget, but over the course of a year it made a big 

difference.  I am asking you to consider doing the same.  Whether it is fifty cents, a 

dollar, or whatever you decide each week – it WILL make a difference.  Pray about it 

and do what God leads you to do.  The one other thing I need is a person from each 

church to act as our team leaders.  Since we are not doing fund-raisers, this will not 

take much work.  Mostly, it would involve attending the periodic county meetings to 

keep us informed, and planning for the Friday/Saturday in August when the Relay 

itself takes place.  Please pray about this and contact Pastor Randy if you’re interested. 
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With the leadership list for 2013, I thought it would be helpful to include a brief 

description of each group – their part in the overall ministry of this church.  

These committees are normally put together in the fall each year, but are open at 

any time to anyone desiring to serve.  As you look over these descriptions you may 

feel God telling you that you could serve Him as a part of one of these groups.  

Feel free to talk with Pastor Randy at any time about joining one of these 

ministries. 

Leadership List can be found on page 3. 

Leadership Within The ChurchLeadership Within The ChurchLeadership Within The ChurchLeadership Within The Church    



 The United Methodist Women have been very active 

in their efforts to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ this 

year, and that effort was highlighted by their coordination of 

several activities during the Christmas season.  With the help 

of the entire church family, the UMW had great success in 

helping many people.  Thirty shoeboxes filled with gifts for 

Operation Christmas Child were donated and shipped.  

Eighteen canisters of wrapped candy were distributed to 

Hospice patients.  Eighty-three items were donated to the 

Alpha Center.  This included hats, mittens, socks, underwear, etc.  636 items – food and 

personal items – were donated to the Fish Pond.  In addition, the UMW coordinated the 

effort to reach out to Loren Zimpfer in his time of need, sending food, clothing, and 

monetary gifts.  Finally, several of the poinsettias that adorned our church during the 

Christmas season were distributed to community shut-ins. 

 The United Methodist Women are so very grateful for the generosity of our 

church family.  They remind the ladies of our church that they do not meet in January 

and February, but their regular meetings resume in March.  They meet on the second 

Thursday of the month at 7:00 P.M.  All women of the church are invited.  

United Methodist Women 2012 Stellar PerformanceUnited Methodist Women 2012 Stellar PerformanceUnited Methodist Women 2012 Stellar PerformanceUnited Methodist Women 2012 Stellar Performance    

Leadership List  Leadership List  Leadership List  Leadership List  ----    continued from page 2continued from page 2continued from page 2continued from page 2    
Children’s Ministries:  Coordinate opportunities to help children become disciples and grow in 

their faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Outreach and Witness:  Encourage, facilitate, and lead the church in supporting missions and 

working in mission locally and around the world, as well as reaching out with the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.  Coordinate opportunities to help adults become disciples and grow in their faith in 

Jesus Christ. 
 

Membership Nurture and Care:  Provide for the loving care and fellowship of members of the body 

of Christ in our church. 
 

Pastor Parish Relations:  Work to maintain good working relationships with all church staff; hire 

and evaluate staff; set salaries and church policies. 
 

Finance:  Provide financial oversight of all church expenditures and income, and guide the church 

in Christ-like stewardship. 
 

Trustees:  Facilitate the care and maintenance of all property of the church. 
 

Communications:  Help keep church members informed of the happenings of the church, 

including the historical aspect of our church.  Possibly help with newsletters and the development of 

a future website or other technological aspects of communication. 
 

D.A.S.H.:  Coordinate Decorations, Altar, Scheduling, and Hospitality (greeters, etc.).  Provide and 

set up Communion elements when needed (first Sunday of the month and as directed by pastor). 
 

Administrative Council:  The leadership and governing body of the church which works to facilitate 

teams and ministries in fulfilling our mission.  
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 How have you been active as the hands and feet of Christ this year?  Katie 

Skinner led the way this year actually going on a mission trip with a church from 

Jackson Center.  Several ladies of the church helped serve lunches to those in need 

through a special project coordinated by the Fish Pond in Jackson Center.  The UMW 

gave $300 to the Fish Pond.  This was in addition to almost $900 that the church gave 

through their “First Sunday of the Month” collection for the Fish Pond.   $200 was 

sent to Red Bird Mission in Kentucky. 

  

 Many people haven’t the time from family and work to travel somewhere to be 

in mission.  That’s where the church comes in.  Being a part of the United Methodist 

Church means we are part of the Body of Christ that reaches to every part of the world 

in mission.  The apportionments that we send to the conference and district are used 

in many marvelous ways to reach those in need.   For the third year in a row, we paid 

100% of our district and conference askings.  This year, because we feel God has 

blessed us in so many ways, the council decided to go above and beyond this in “2nd 

Mile Giving.”  It was decided to give $600 more to the Fish Pond – a ministry that we 

support year-round.  Through your weekly offering, you have reached out to those in 

need in a most wonderful way. 

  

 Shelby Boyd coordinated an event known as the “30 Hour Famine.”  This is an 

event where people fast for thirty hours to draw attention to the plight of countless 

children around the world who have very little to eat and often die of starvation.  Our 

church hosted around thirty youth, representing all three community churches, who 

spent the night with little sleep as they learned about these starving children.  They 

were able to raise over a thousand dollars in their efforts to help. 

  

 In addition to all of these efforts, our church continued to collect money for 

the United Methodist Children’s Home with our” $5 on the 5th” campaign.  We made 

a contribution to the work of the Gideon's after listening to one of their speakers in 

September.  We sent several health kits to the Annual Conference and made another 

donation to the “Wings of the Morning” project which helped purchase a new 

airplane used to bring health supplies into hard-to-reach areas of the North Katanga 

area of Africa as well as bring sick people out to where they can receive treatment. 

 

 What a blessing it is to be part of a church family like we have in Botkins.  

When there is a need – people are always ready to help in whatever way they can.  

Truly I feel that God has blessed us so that we can be a blessing to others. 

Methodist Youth Lead the WayMethodist Youth Lead the WayMethodist Youth Lead the WayMethodist Youth Lead the Way    
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Ministry happens in many different ways.  We have taken on a 

huge ministry project at the Botkins United Methodist Church, 

and that is to add an elevator to our church.  With an estimate 

of around $130,000, we knew this was a major undertaking – 

especially for a small church.  We know there are many folks 

within our own congregation who would benefit from having an 

elevator.  But we don’t know how many in our community 

would come to our church if they had ease of access to our 

building. 

  

 With the help of our fund-raising committee and individual contributions 

throughout the year, we have made great strides this year.  With some big things like our 

pancake breakfast and chicken dinner, as well as some smaller activities, the fund-raising 

team has done a wonderful job of spearheading our efforts. 

 

 As of December 31st, 2011 we had $6,745.57 in the building fund.  By December 

31st, 2012 that figure – IN JUST ONE YEAR – has grown to $20,890.26!  If we remain 

focused on how God wants to use us in His ministry in Botkins – this will become a reality.  

Many of you continue to make weekly contributions.  A little bit each week adds up over 

the course of a year.  Thank you for your continued efforts.  

Giving our Ministry a “Lift”Giving our Ministry a “Lift”Giving our Ministry a “Lift”Giving our Ministry a “Lift”    
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During 2012, our fund-raising committee organized several projects.  These projects 

raised a total of $4,372 over the course of the year.  The two biggest fund-raisers were the 

Community Pancake Day, which was held the first Sunday in March, and is scheduled 

for that same day this year.  That project alone raised a little over $1,800.  The apple-

smoked chicken dinner held in August raised a little over $1,200.  The monthly drawing 

we hold raised a little over $900.  That project, now known as the “Elevate the 

Possibilities Drawing” is our ongoing project, and we are always looking for new and 

different items to help us elevate the possibility of getting our elevator. 

 Of course, along with these projects, our weekly giving that people designate 

towards the elevator fund has seen a dramatic increase.  This is still the best way we can 

all be a part of making this ministry dream a reality.  All you have to do is witness some 

of our veteran church members struggle with all the stairs to get in the building, and you 

realize how much this is needed.  Some of our folks don’t even get to take part in some 

fellowship opportunities because of the difficulty getting to and from the basement.  This 

does not even include those we might be able to reach for Christ in our community who 

don’t even try to come now because of the difficulty in getting to every part of our 

church.  I encourage you to continue to pray for this elevator becoming a reality and then 

get involved in whatever big and small ways you can. 

FundFundFundFund----Raising Committee ProgressRaising Committee ProgressRaising Committee ProgressRaising Committee Progress    
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 Want to deepen your prayer life?  During the Lenten Season Janice and I 

will be hosting another Bible Study.  We will meet six times on Tuesday nights 

beginning:     

  February 12, (the day before Ash Wednesday) 

  February 19,  

  March 5,  

  March 12,  

  March 19,  

  March 26 (we will not meet the last Tuesday of February). 

  

 The study will involve a weekly video presentation, small group discussion, 

and, of course, much prayer.  There is a participants booklet that will cost about 

$9.  The study is based on a book by Philip Yancey called “Prayer – Does It Make 

Any Difference?”  There is a larger more in-depth book that would cost about $14 

if you are interested. 

  

 Philip Yancey has written such books as “What’s So Amazing About 

Grace?” and “The Jesus I Never Knew.” In such books, Yancey has demonstrated a 

very unique and deep-thinking view of some very important topics. 

Lenten Season Bible Study w/ Pastor Randy & JaniceLenten Season Bible Study w/ Pastor Randy & JaniceLenten Season Bible Study w/ Pastor Randy & JaniceLenten Season Bible Study w/ Pastor Randy & Janice    
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 I grew up in North Carolina, and though I believed in God, I didn’t really 

have any kind of relationship with Jesus.  As a student, I quickly became interested 

in the medical field and started working towards the goal of becoming a medical 

doctor.  In the year 2000, I was studying to become a surgeon when things in my 

world began to fall apart.  My husband at the time asked for a divorce, and two days 

later my mother committed suicide.  The next year I led a double life.  I was a 

surgical resident at work, but the rest of the time I was drinking heavily and 

contemplating my own suicide.  I had no idea what to do or who to turn to.  What 

soon became clear was that I couldn’t bear these burdens of life alone.  I had only 

visited church occasionally when I was growing up, but I found myself praying.  I 

said, “God, if you’re there, please take some of this off me.”  I felt like I had lost 

everything.  God was all that was left, but I wasn’t sure that was enough. 
  

 After finishing my residency and getting married, my husband and I moved 

to the Louisville area to begin my career as a surgeon.  Some friends invited us to 

come to church, and we accepted.  Through coming to church every weekend, I 

found myself praying more and more.  I started praying about whether or not I 

would give my all to God. 
  

 Five days after I started praying.  The pastor invited anyone who was ready 

to surrender everything to Jesus and follow Him.  The next week I was baptized.  It 

was uncomfortable, but it was a clear sign of the obedience God was calling me to. 
  

 To be honest, I didn’t expect to feel as different as I do.  I never understood 

it when people would say they were born again or saved.  I guess it’s not something 

you can really understand until you’ve been through it yourself.  The healing I’ve 

felt since giving my life to Christ is incredible.  I think that’s because only the Great 

Physician could heal the wounds of this surgeon.  And He has. 
  

 My name is Carolyn Day, and I am not a fan. 

(This is one story from the book “Not a Fan” by Kyle Idleman.  My prayer is that as you read 

this story and listen to the messages in the weeks leading up to the Lenten Season that are 

based on this book, you will begin to deeply explore your own heart.  During Lent, we will 

immerse ourselves in a study of prayer.  My hope is that these two studies will lead us on 

Easter to join Christ and rise from the deadness of a life as a fan of Jesus – and truly become 

FOLLOWERS!) 

My name is 
Carolyn Day, and 

I am not a fan. 
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January 2013 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Russell 

2 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connie Mielke 

4 5 

6 7 
 

Ad Council 
7:00PM 
 

 
 
Betty Buehler 
Kaitlin Underwood 

8 
 
 
Emmaus Gathering 
in Sidney 7:00PM 

9 
 

 
Choir at Anna 

10 11 12 
 
 
 
 
 
Joshua 
Schmerge 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
 
Randy & Sherrill 
Skinner (Anniv.) 

15 
 

16 
 

 
Choir  at  Botkins 

17 18 19 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ashley Baumer 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dave Mielke 

22 23 
 

 
Choir  at  Anna 

24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 
 

 
Choir  at  Botkins 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bonnie Bellmer 

  

 

Girls Chrysalis 
Pray for Katie Skinner, Jamie  

Baumer, and Kaitlin Underwood 
who will be attending 

Girls Chrysalis 



February 2013 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

3 
 
“Souper Bowl”  
Sunday  after 
church 

4 
 

Ad Council 

5 6 
 
 
Choir  at  Anna 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
Dillon Underwood 

8 9 

10 11 12 
Emmaus 
Gathering in 
Sidney 7:00PM 
 

Bible Study on 
Prayer 

13 
 
 
 
 
Service at Anna 

7:00 PM 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

Janelle Welker 

15 16 

17 
 
 
 
 

Bryon Rowan 

18 
 
 
 
 

Lester Russell 

19 
 

Bible Study on 
Prayer 

 
Alan Locker 

20 
 
Choir  at  Botkins 

21 
 

22 23 

24 
 
 

25 26 
 

No Bible Study 
this week 

27 
 

Choir  at  Anna 

28 29  

   
 
 
 
 
Names at the bottom of a day denotes a Birthday or Anniversary. 

 

Women’s Emmaus Walk 

Women’s 
Emmaus 

Walk 



Pastor Randy Locker 
Phone:  937-726-3318 
E-mail:  lrlocker@gmail.com 
 

Lay Leader 
Sherrill Skinner 
Phone:  937-693-6822 

Botkins United Methodist 
Church 

Lent is a time of preparation for the death of Christ on Good Friday and 
His Resurrection on Easter Sunday. It is a period of 40 days of repentance, 
with prayer, fasting and abstinence, and Confession. 

 Ash Wednesday - February 11th  

 First Sunday of Lent - February 17th  

 Second Sunday of Lent - February 24th 

 Third Sunday of Lent - March 3rd 

 Fourth Sunday of Lent - March 10th 

 Fifth Sunday of Lent (Passion Sunday)  - March 17th 

 Palm Sunday - March 24th 

 The Annunciation of the Lord - March 25th 

 Holy Thursday - March 28th 

 Good Friday - March 29th 

 Holy Saturday - March 30th 

 Easter - March 31st 

 

Question:  How are the 40 Days of Lent Calculated? 

 Lent, the period of prayer and fasting in preparation for Easter, is 
40 days long, but there are 46 days between Ash Wednesday, the first day 
of Lent in Roman Catholic Liturgical calendar, and Easter.  How can that 
be? 

Lenten Calendar 2013 

Answer:   The answer takes us back to 
the earliest days of the Church. Christ's 
original disciples, who were Jewish, grew 
up with the idea that the Sabbath—the 
day of worship and of rest—was 
Saturday, the seventh day of the week, 
since the account of creation in Genesis 
says that God rested on the seventh day.  
 

Christ rose from the dead, however, on 
Sunday, the first day of the week, and the 
early Christians, starting with the apostles 
(those original disciples), saw Christ's 
Resurrection as a new creation, and so 
they transferred the sabbath from 
Saturday to Sunday. 

Since all Sundays—and not simply 
Easter Sunday—were days to celebrate 
Christ's Resurrection, Christians were 
forbidden to fast and do other forms of 
penance on those days. Therefore, when 
the Church expanded the period of 
fasting and prayer in preparation for 
Easter from a few days to 40 days (to 
mirror Christ's fasting in the desert, 
before He began His public ministry), 
Sundays could not be included in the 
count. 

Thus, in order for Lent to include 40 days 
on which fasting could occur, it had to be 
expanded to six full weeks (with six days 
of fasting in each week) plus four extra 
days—Ash Wednesday and the 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday that 
follow it. Six times six is thirty-six, plus 
four equals forty. And that's how we 
arrive at the 40 days of Lent! 


