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 What a blessing it is to be the pastor of two churches with such caring 

hearts.  I just wanted to thank everyone for giving so much during the 

Advent/Christmas season to help others know the love of Jesus Christ.  From 

the hat & mitten tree and candy canisters for Hospice at Botkins, to the 

meals for families at Anna, to the family gifts provided from our Angel Trees 

– you have truly shown what it means to be a follower of Christ.   

 But this is simply a continuation of your loving, giving attitude 

throughout the past year.  Every time I have made you aware of a need, you 

have answered the call.  I think of the food donated all year long for our local 

food pantries and how people you don’t even know have received your 

blessing.  I remember the four-day Love 1 More Campaign and the families 

that kept saying they couldn’t ever thank you enough.  I’m reminded of our 

five-month Sundays and how the children of the United Methodist Children’s 

Home have been touched by your generosity.   

 Jesus reminds us, “Whenever you meet the need of another, you meet 

my need!”  Let us look forward with much excitement to what opportunities 

God presents us to meet those needs in 2019! 
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Our kids did a WONDERFUL job December 16th 

presenting “My Christmas Gift!”  A big “Thank 

You” to the directors Jane Greve & Brooke 

Frilling, for their time and efforts helping put this 

together as well as all parents who helped make 

sure their kids were at practices and ready to 

go...great job to all involved.  Thank you Emily Gill 

for doing a great job running the sound system! 



 Towards the end of January, we will be embarking upon a somewhat lengthy journey.  

It will take us a few months to complete this journey, but don’t worry about whether or not 

you are in good enough physical shape to make this journey.  We will never leave the church! 

 God’s story – the Bible – is our story because we are God’s children.  I have often 

encouraged everyone to read their Bibles daily.  It is like getting the proper nutrients to 

sustain our spiritual bodies.  Most people love to read the Gospels – the stories of Jesus, his 

birth, ministry, death, and resurrection.  We just went through another Advent and 

Christmas season where we were reminded once again of His humble beginnings – being 

born not in a palace but in a manger.  It is a beautiful story that makes Jesus so real to us.  He 

becomes a real person who lived under the same conditions that we all are.  It’s called life! 

 God’s story – our story – doesn’t begin here, however, and we find so much depth to 

the story if we begin at the beginning.  Many people shy away from a great deal of the Old 

Testament because it can be difficult to understand.  There are the history books, the 

wisdom books, the prophets – both minor and major.   

 Our journey is going to take us through The Story in a most understandable way.  We 

will see, chronologically, where the prophets made their prophecies in history.  We will 

understand why the story of the beginnings, growth, and ups and downs of the Israelite 

nation is important to us – the gentile nation. 

Here is what some have said about their experience with The Story: 

The Story is a dynamic, powerful, and rewarding experience for churches, families, small 

groups, and individuals. 

The Story is helping people everywhere experience Scripture like never before. Carefully 

selected verses from the Bible are organized chronologically and written in the form of a 

novel from Genesis to Revelation. 

Churches and small groups across the country have seen enhanced comprehension of the 

Bible, newfound confidence to share the Word, unified community, and naturally increased 

community outreach. Learn more in the link to videos below. 

 I invite you to make this journey with me.  I invite you to invite others to join us.  

Maybe it’s been a while since they were in a church.  Let them know that this is a great time 

to come to really begin to understand where our faith comes from.  The series we will be 

going through is called The Story, and I would invite you to purchase your own book to 

follow along as I’ll only have time to share parts of The Story on Sunday mornings during 

worship.  We can purchase books for about $7, and if you want an e-version, you can get it 

for about $10 on Amazon. 

 This will be a church-wide journey that involves every level.  We have materials for 

our youth and our children’s groups as well.  Hopefully, this will make for some engagement 

among your families at home. 

The Story 
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 I am planning on starting a confirmation class sometime after the first of the 

year.  If you have a child you would like to be a part of this class – to work towards 

being confirmed as a full member of our United Methodist Church – please contact 

me this month and let me know, so I can order the necessary material for each 

confirmation student.   

 Confirmation is such an important moment in the life of a Christian seeking 

to follow Jesus Christ.  Many of our children were baptized as infants where parents 

made the choice to present their child to God, seeking His blessing through the 

sacrament of baptism.  Confirmation is the most important next step in this process.  

This is the time for the young person to acknowledge what God began through the 

power of the Holy Spirit at their baptism.  It is their time to say “yes” to God – “yes” 

to asking the Holy Spirit to fill them with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 I generally start this process with junior high and high school students.  I try 

and wait until we have several students together so we can develop some good 

discussion and learning from one another.  The age level is not a set thing.  I depend 

on the parents to let me know if they feel their children are at a maturity level where 

they can fully engage in the process of learning, first and foremost what it means to 

be a follower of Jesus Christ, and second, what it means to be a United Methodist. 

 Once again, please contact me through a call, and email, or a text to let me 

know is you would like your child to be a part of this class.  I need to know 

as soon as possible. 

Confirmation Class 
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Thank You!! 
 The United Methodist Women would like to say “Thank You” to everyone who donated items this 

year to help out those in need.  We collected 84 items (hats, gloves, sweat pants etc.) for the Alpha Center.  

In Shelby County we have 28 patients who are currently on HOSPICE and we collected each of those 

individuals a candy canister for Christmas and labeled those from the Botkins United Methodist Church.  We 

want everyone in our Church to understand the United Methodist Women need everyone’s help in donating 

these items at Christmas time.  This is not just a UMW donation but rather a Church wide donation.  Again 

“Thank You” to everyone who graciously donated items this year, I know they appreciate it. 

Confirmation 

is such an 

important 

moment in 

the life of a 

Christian 

seeking to 

follow Jesus 

Christ.   
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Update From Our Missionaries 

Frohe Weinachten!  
 
 "Merry Christmas!" Christmas in Germany is a very important 
holiday. They have been celebrating the birth of Jesus for many 
centuries. With evangelical Christians accounting for  under 2% of the 
population the spiritual meaning has generally been blurred. The 
German calendar is full of traditional church  holidays. They are 
proud of their Christian heritage, but it is more superficial rather 
than truly from their hearts.  Please pray that during this season, they 
will  understand and cling to the true message of the Gospel once 
again!  
 

DEVELOPMENTS AT PIRMASENS   
 After many months of planning and praying by many people, 
our church here in Pirmasens began our new ministry to refugees in 
our area. The International Cafe  began in October and meets on the 
2nd and 4th Fridays each month. It is designed as a place for people 
of all backgrounds to come together to enjoy  snacks/desserts, coffee/
tea, conversation, and games. It is intended to be an initial contact of 
the church with refugees and others. We hope that as these people 
keep coming back and as we listen to them, opportunities for 
ministry (Bible studies,  language help,  encouragement,  etc.) may 
present themselves.  We have had a total of 11 people come so far. 
Our greatest challenge is contacting and inviting the refugees, since 
they are spread out in apartments throughout the city, unlike other 
cities where they are in camps. Please pray that God would touch 
many lives through this ministry.   
 

RECENT HAPPENINGS  
We had the opportunity on our day off last Saturday  to  visit  a few 
Weihnachtsma rkte  (Christmas Markets).  Some of you may have seen 
Kathy's posts on Facebook. We have enjoyed  visiting these markets 
each year.  
 
KizzTreff is growing! At our last meeting on Monday, there were 17 
children there! Because most of our regular attenders will  be leaving 
the elementary school age after this school year, we have decided 
next year to extend the age limit to include these students,  who have 
requested to be able to continue attending! Several of the students 
who attend are from Syrian,  Turkish and Russian families.  Two of 
these children are now attending our church on Sundays with their 
older brother.  We hope to soon see the rest of their family there.   
 

Continued on page 6. 

February 
3, 2019 
Super 
Bowl 

Sunday 
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 The Kusel church continues to impact many refugees from the camp 

outside their town. Michael and some coworkers have taken the  opportunity 

to travel to check up on some who have been relocated to the north and as far 

away as Rome! They have a new class of 38 refugees studying the Bible. Pray 

that this will again produce another great harvest! 

 We continue to reach out to our neighbors. They are wonderful people 

and have totally accepted us as part of the neighborhood. On Sunday, the 9th 

of December, we have our neighborhood Christmas party. Pray that we can 

continue to grow in our relationships with our neighbors 

 On a lighter note, on Friday in Doug's language class, we were 

describing December in Deutschland. One student mentioned 

"tourism" (Tourismus), but the teacher and some of the class heard 

"terrorism" (Terrorismus). The student happens to be a Palestinian Muslim 

from Gaza, so we all had a good laugh over that. He is a wonderful young man, 

always smiling and happy, a friend of mine! 

 We wish you all a heartfelt Merry Christmas. We celebrate God's 

gracious gift of salvation and remember that when we were totally helpless in 

our sin and enemies of God, He sent Jesus as a perfect sacrifice to pay the 

price and bring us into a relationship with God. May the full meaning of 

Christmas touch us all especially during this season. 

 

Partners in reaching Germany for Christ, 

Doug & Kathy 
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Update From Our Missionaries 

AUMC Presents 
“The Great 
Christmas 
Giveaway” 
Christmas 
Program 
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BUMC Lay Leadership 2019 

 

Administrative Council Chairperson  Connie Mielke 

Lay Leader     Evonne Schnippel 

Lay Member to Annual Conference  Janice Locker 

Recording Secretary    Mary Jo Raberding 

Church Treasurer    Lisa Bodenmiller 

Children/Youth Co-Team Leaders  Janice Locker &  

       Risa Monfort 

Financial Secretary    Jessica Skinner 

Lay Leadership (Nominations)   Randy Locker 

Outreach & Nurture & Care   Emily Gill 

Pastor Parish Relations Team Leader  Jerry Vaughan 

Trustees Team Leader     Randy Skinner  

United Methodist Women Rep.   Risa Monfort 

D.A.S.H. Team Leader    Connie Mielke 

 

Children/Youth Team 

Team Co-Leaders: Janice Locker & Risa Monfort 

Team Members:  Lori Boyd  Shelby Shumate 

   Amanda Schmerge Jane Greve 

   Sherrill Skinner  Laura Bodenmiller 

   Cori Sanders 

     

Outreach,  Membership Nurture & Care Team 

Team Leader:  Emily Gill 

Team Members:  Lori Boyd  Amanda Schmerge
   Brooke Frilling  Risa Monfort 

   Laura Bodenmiller Lisa Bodenmiller 

Membership Team: Sherrill Skinner  Carol Vaughan 
         

D.A.S.H.  (Decorations, Altar, Scheduling, Hospitality) Team 

Team Leader:  Connie Mielke 

Team Members  Sherrill Skinner  Rita Baumer 

   Lyn Degen 

 

 

Finance Team 

Finance Team Leader: Jim Degen 

Team Members:  Jessica Skinner 

   Connie Mielke 

   Jerry Vaughan 

Church Treasurer Lisa Bodenmiller 

   Evonne Schnippel  

    

Communications Team 

Team Leader:  Lisa Bodenmiller 

Team Members:  Amanda Schmerge 

   Janice Locker 

  

Pastor Parish Relations Team 

Team Leader:  Jerry Vaughan 

Team Members:  Derek Skinner 

   Evonne Schnippel 

   Tom Monfort 

  

Trustees Team 

Team Leader:   Randy Skinner 

Team Members:  Derek Skinner 

   Jerry Vaughan 

   Rita Baumer 

   Ryan Sanders 

   Jon Boyd 

   Tom Monfort 

 

Nominations Team 

Team Leader:  Randy Locker 

Team Members:  Sherrill Skinner 

   Jerry Vaughan 

   Mary Jo Raberding 

   Evonne Schnippel  

Explanation of  our Team Leadership and Team Members purpose: 
 

A Team Leader is someone who provides guidance, instruction, direction and leadership to a group of individuals (the 
team) for the purpose of achieving a key result or group of aligned results….  When a Team Leader motivates a team, group 
members can function in a goal oriented manner.   
 

Team Members - is someone belonging to a specific group of people involved in attempting to achieve a common goal. In 
this case to achieve the goals to better our church and to help it grow by working as one cohesive unit.  We are United as 
one to be Disciples for the Lord by spreading his message. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

2 3 

Connie Mielke 

 

4 5 

 

6 

Sadie Burkard 

 

7 

Betty Buehler 

Ka 

8 9 

Dixie Gill 

 

10 11 12 

Josh Schmerge 

13 14 

Randy & Sherrill 
Skinner 

15 

 

16 17 18 

Ryan Sanders 

 

19 

20 

Ashley Smith 

21 
Dave Mielke 
Jane Greve 
 

22 

Erica Payne 

23 24 25 

 

26 

27 28 29 30 

Mark & Betty 
Buehler 

31  

January 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 5 6 

 

7 

Bryn Burkard 

 

8 9 

 

10 11 

Kinley Sanders 

 

12 13 

 

14 

Janell Welker 

 

15 16 

17 

Bryon Rowan 

 

18 19 

Alan Locker 

20 

Cori Sanders 

21 22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 26 
 

27 

 

28  

February 2019 



January 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2               
Sparkplugs          

3-5pm 
Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 
Pastor  

Office Hours 
12– 3 PM 

  

3 4 5 

6 Epiphany of the 
Lord 

 

COMMUNION 

 
Servers & 
 

Greeters:   
Evonne Schninppel 
& Rita Schnippel 

7 8 9  Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

12– 3 PM 
 

Choir at Botkins 
7 pm 

  

10 11 12 

13 1st Sunday 
after 
Epiphany   
Baptism of 
Our Lord 

 

Greeters:   
Dave & Connie 
Mielke 

14 

Botkins 
Church   
Council   
Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

15 16     Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

12– 3 PM 
Choir at Anna     

7 pm 

17 18 19 

20 2nd Sunday 
after Epiphany 

 

Service at ICC   
Prayer of 
Christian 

Unity 

 

21 

Anna    
Church    
Council   
Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

22 23   Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

12– 3 PM 

Choir at Botkins 
7 pm 

24 25 26 

27 3rd Sunday 
after 
Epiphany 

 
 
 
Greeters:   
Jon & Lori Boyd 
 

28 29 30   
Sparkplugs          

3-5pm 
Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 
Pastor  

Out of Office 

31  

Randy & Janice  out of town   January 28 - February 1st 

Week of Prayer for Christian                       
Unity Jan. 18th –25th 



February 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

Join Us for Souper Bowl Sunday 2/3/18 

1 2 

3 4th Sunday 
after Epiphany 

 

COMMUNION 

 
Servers & 
Greeters:   
Betty Buehler  &  
Lauren Valentine 

4 5 6   Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

12– 3 PM 

Choir at Anna     7 
pm 

7 8 9 

10 5th Sunday 
aft. Epiphany 

 
 
 
 
 
Greeters: 
Jim & Lyn Degen 

11 

Botkins 
Church   
Council   
Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

12 13  Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

12– 3 PM 

Choir at Botkins  
7 pm 

14 15 16 

17 6thSunday 
aft. Epiphany 

 

 

 
 
Greeters:  
Matt & Brooke 
Frilling  family 
 

18 

Anna     
Church   
Council   
Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

19 20  Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

12– 3 PM 

Choir at Anna     7 
pm 

21 22 23 

24 7th Sunday 
aft. Epiphany 

 

 

 

Greeters:   
Loren Valentine 

25 26 27  Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

12– 3 PM 

Choir at Botkins   
7 pm 

28  

Randy & Janice out of town  January 28th - February 1st 



Botkins United Methodist Church 

111 E. State Street 

P.O. Box 443 

Botkins, Ohio 45306 

Phone:  937-693-2120 

 

 

 

www.annaumc.org 

www.botkinsumc.org 

Please Join Us for a Service At: 

Botkins United Methodist  

Church 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

                 OR 

Anna United Methodist 

Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Randy Locker  

Phone:   937-726-3318  

E-mail:  lrlocker@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leader: 

Evonne Schnippel 

Phone:  937-693-6003 

 

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders: 

Abby Lightle 

Phone:  937-726-7044 

Randy Boyd 

Phone:  937-710-3721 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Lisa Bodenmiller 

Phone:  937-935-1315 

E-mail: L_bodenmiller@yahoo.com 

Organists:   

AUMC - Sharon Latimer 

BUMC - Erica Payne 

THE MISSION OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 The United Methodist Church is a connectional church, which means in part that every local church is interrelated 

through the structure and organization of districts, conferences, jurisdictions, and central conferences in the larger “family” of the 

denomination.  The Book of Discipline Of The United Methodist Church describes, among other things, the ministry of all United 

Methodist Christians, the essence of servant ministry and leadership, how to organize and accomplish that ministry, and how our 

connectional structure works. 

 Our Church is more than a structure; it is a living organism.  The Discipline  describes our mission to proclaim the gospel 

and to welcome people into the body of Christ, to lead people to a commitment to God through Jesus Christ, to nurture them in 

Christian living by various means of grace, and to send persons into the world as agents of Jesus Christ.  Thus, through you—and 

many other Christians—this very relational mission continues. 


