
 A common misconception is that the magi – often called the 

three kings or the three wise men –appeared at the stable on the night 

of Christ’s birth.  Matthew’s Gospel records it this way in his second 

chapter:  “On coming to the house (emphasis, mine), they saw the child 

with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped 

him.” (Matthew 2:7) 

 The fact that the holy family was now in a house lets us know 

that a good bit of time had passed.  The fact that it happened later does 

nothing to change our Christmas celebrations and doesn’t mean we 

have to take the characters representing the magi out of our Nativity 

sets.  These displays that many of us set up year after year have all the 

characters to remind us that Jesus came to save the rich and the poor 

and everyone in between. 

 The key point I would like us to focus on is the continuation of 

that verse in Matthew’s Gospel, “Then they opened their treasures and 

presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.”  My 

question I would like us all to have as a focal point in 2015 is, are we 

opening our treasures and presenting Him with our gifts?  I want this 

focus to have two parts.  First, our Outreach Teams will be working to 

present various options to the entire church families of both churches 

for giving our gifts by way of our service to God in Christ’s name.  

Outreach and mission work involves our church, our community, and 

beyond.  They will work to present a variety of options that you as an 

individual or as a Circle can involve yourself in.       continued on page 2 
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Secondly, I have planned a special offering to be taken up on January 4th.  That day, we 

will be celebrating Epiphany Sunday.  The definition of epiphany, “is the manifestation of Christ to 

the Gentiles as represented by the Magi.”  Jesus was born as the Messiah of the people of Israel, 

but the Magi coming to pay 

homage to the C h r i s t - c h i l d 

showed that He came for all.  Our 

offering will be a representation 

of us presenting our gifts to the 

baby just as the M a g i  d i d .  

Because their gifts were given 

to the One who w o u l d  o f f e r 

salvation to us all, we are going to give our offering as a way of saving people, too.  The mission 

project of the United Methodist Church – especially our West Ohio Conference – has been to 

work towards the complete eradication of malaria.  Our Epiphany Sunday gifts will continue the 

work of the “Imagine No Malaria” campaign. 

 I hope to make this an annual event because our giving, like Christ’s, should never stop.  

Next year, in addition to a monetary gift, I will ask everyone to bring forward to - lay before the 

manger of the Baby – a paper listing your acts of service in the previous year.  I would challenge 

our Circles to work together, to be creative, and to work in mission on projects that are dear to 

your hearts.  Keep in mind that your regular giving to our church offering is definitely a way of 

being involved in mission work.  Obviously, some of what is collected is to pay our bills, but the 

United Methodist Church worldwide is involved in as many mission projects – if not more – than 

any other church.  Our regular giving is a way of being a part of this work. 

 After the first of the year, it seems a good time to just stop and take a breath.  The Advent 

Season and Christmas are always so very busy.  Janice and I wanted to just say thanks to all of you.  

We feel so blessed to be serving both the Botkins and Anna Churches.  That feeling of blessedness 

is because of all of you – the people that make up our church family.  The cards and gifts we 

received from many touched our hearts.  Hosting several of you for the Bible study and movie 

about “The Christmas Experience” was such a warm and enjoyable time.  And it is such a pleasant 

afternoon when we get to spend time in fellowship with all who make it to our open house.  We 

cannot thank you enough for just being the beautiful people you are, 

and we look forward to continuing in ministry with you in 2015. 
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Because their gifts were given to the 

One who would offer salvation to us all, 

we are going to give our offering as a 

way of saving people, too.   

Thank YOu 

Epiphany  



 Have you had times when you wished you had a stronger faith?  You are not alone.  

Everyone goes through ups and downs in their faith.  God much prefers His children to have 

doubts and ask tough questions about faith than those who would just turn their backs on the 

love and grace He offers.  He knows exactly how you feel.  That is precisely why He sent His Son 

into the world.  When we celebrate Christmas, as we just did, we celebrate a God who cares 

enough to put Himself in our shoes; to walk in our 

daily lives as Jesus did; to face the same challenges 

of life that we daily face. 

 No matter where you are in your faith 

journey, there is always room for growth.  If you 

want to grow your faith, then join us for a six-

week series designed to do just that.  Beginning 

January 11th, we will be talking about five things that God uses to grow our faith:  Practical 

Teaching, Providential Relationships, Private Disciplines, Personal Ministry, and Pivotal 

Circumstances.  I invite you to come and share with us.  If you have a friend or relative who 

struggles with their faith – invite them to come with you. 

 If you have doubts or questions at all about your faith, then somewhere, sometime, 

someone has planted some seeds of faith within you.  Come and share with us as we plan to do 

some gardening.  We want to water and fertilize those seeds and help your faith grow! 

 As a new year begins, I would challenge us all to do an even better job of 

helping those in need.  As we read in Matthew’s Gospel, “…I was hungry, and you 

gave me something to eat…”  Let our giving spirit overflow in 2015 as we seek to 

answer this call through our donations to the Fish Pond.  Come prepared on the 

first Sunday of the month to drop a little something into our donation basket for 

them, and bring non-perishable items to give as often as you can.  Remember, in 

addition to whatever else you would like to give, we are targeting one item 

specifically each month to help build their supplies for needy families.  In 

January, that item is paper towels.  For the month of February we are 

encouraging you to bring in sugar – white or brown. 
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Sermon Series 

Fish Pond Food Pantry 
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Practical Teaching, Providential 

Relationships, Private Disciplines, Personal 

Ministry, and Pivotal Circumstances.  



Most of this newsletter is about being in service.  Whether it is within the church, outside the 

church, within our area, or outside our area, to answer the call to service 

is answering a call from God.  If we exist as a church just so we have a 

place to do what we’ve always done on Sunday morning in order to feel 

good about ourselves – we are not being who God desires His church 

and His people to be.  Sunday morning worship is simply that place 

where we praise God for leading us in His service and give glory to Him 

for what He has helped us accomplish.  But often, folks aren’t sure what 

they can do.  Let me give you some aspects of service to consider; to pray 

about, seeking God’s guidance; and then to serve – again, not your 

pastor nor your church but your God.  

If you feel God calling you to use your gifts toward music, we are always 

thrilled to have people join our choir or sing with the praise team.  You 

don’t have to be able to read music – just the desire to sing or play an 

instrument in praising our God.  Talk to Pastor Randy about the choir 

and Abby Lightle about the praise team.  
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It is so important to arrive at a church and be greeted warmly with a smile as 

you receive your bulletin.  Whether you are a long-time member or a first 

time attendee, you feel like you are important, and the church family is glad 

you are here.  At both Botkins and Anna we serve each other Holy Commun-

ion – such a beautiful act to be able to share with one another.  At Botkins, 

Vickie Neuman puts together a list of greeters for each Sunday, and Evonne 

Schnippel coordinates signing up to help serve Holy Communion each 

month.  At Anna, Brandon Lightle coordinates the signups for both of these vital services.  Con-

tact these people if you feel God is leading you to serve in this way. 
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Praise Team/Choir   

Greeters/Communion Stewards: 

Serving Your God 



 Both churches have a very active women’s group.  Young ladies of our 

churches – this group needs you!  Over the years they have done so many 

wonderful acts of services for our churches.  We realize how busy your lives 

can get in today’s hectic-paced world.  Even if it is difficult for you to make one 

of the UMW meetings, let them know you are willing to help serve.  Patsy Fogt 

or Donna Locker can answer any of your questions related to the UMW group 

at Anna.  At Botkins, talk to Vickie Neuman.  Our Bot;kins UMW will begin 

meeting again on March 12, 2015. 

 In 2014 the Botkins UMW collected for Hospice 24 candy canisters and 24 candy canes, 

and for the Alpha Center 27 hats, 9 gloves, and 14 pairs of socks were collected.  Thank you to all  

who donated items. 

 Oversees the work of teaching our children about 

God, Jesus, and the Bible; includes Sunday School, 

Vacation Bible School, and any other programs related to 

our children. 
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United Methodist Women   

Children’s Ministries  

 Every church is helped by the work of several groups that oversee different areas of 

ministry within the church.  I will give you a brief overview of each group.  Perhaps God will lead 

you to serve in one of these areas.  
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Teams/Committees   

Outreach & Congregational Care  

Oversees care of members of our congregations and outreach ministry 

projects such as the Christmas Shoebox Ministry, Angel Tree, helping families in 

need, mission projects, and other such activities. 

D.A.S.H.  
 Oversees the decorations of the Altar as well as the rest of the church, especially at special 

times of the year like The Advent/Christmas Season, Easter, and so forth. 



 This group handles all personnel matters for the church, seeking 

the best way for anyone employed by our churches to answer their 

calling to the best of their ability.  As the name suggests – they seek to 

keep good relations between the church family and those who work for 
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 Oversees the financial picture of the church as it relates to our 

ministry.  Looks at budgeting to meet our ministry needs as well as the 

needs of our buildings.  
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Staff-Parish Relations(SPR)  

Finance  

 This group oversees the maintenance of our buildings, seeking to be good stewards of 

the management and care of God’s House. 

Trustees   

Youth Ministries  

 Abby Lightle and Jana Pulfer wonderfully lead the youth of our churches and can always 

use help.  They plan for the learning process of our youth as they grow in Christ.  They plan 

lessons to teach the youth during their Wednesday night meetings, take them on fun activities, 

lead them in mission projects, help with the annual Tar Hollow Christian Adventure Camp, and 

so forth.   

Pastor Overview 

 As I said upfront, this is a brief overview.  Our church is active in so many ways and needs 

and wants everyone to be a part of our ministries.  Please, please pray over 

this list.  Don’t hesitate to ask questions.  Then let God lead you into service.  

If you have questions or want to begin serving in any way or even have a 

passion for starting a new ministry in the church (we are looking at some 

new ideas even now), call Pastor Randy or set up a time for further discussion 

with him.  God has blessed us so tremendously.  Let us bless Him with our 

service.  If everyone does a little, no one has to do a lot. 



P A G E  7  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

January 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Mary Ann Russell 

2 3 

Connie Mielke 

4 5 6 7 

Betty Buehler 

Kaitlin Underwood 

8 9 10 

11 12 

Joshua Schmerge 

13 14 

Randy & Sherrill 

Skinner 

15 16 17 

18 19 20 

Ashley Smith 

21 
Dave Mielke 

Jane Greve 

22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Bonnie Bellmer 

February 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Dillon Underwood 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 

Bryon Rowan 

18 19 

Alan Locker 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3  

4     Epiphany 

Sunday/Celebration 

of the Three Kings 

Greeters: Rita 

Baumer & Family 

Communion 
Servers: 

Charles & Kathleen 
Freeman 

5 6 7 

Anna Youth Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 
 

Choir - 7 P.M.  

8 9 10 

11 
 

 

 

Greeters:   

Jim & Bonnie 
Bellmer & Family 

12 

Botkins Church 

Council 

7:00 p.m. 

13 14 

Anna Youth Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 
 

Choir - 7 P.M.  

15 16 17 

18 

Service of Christian 

Unity at 7:00 p.m. at 

ICC 

 

Greeter: 

Lisa Bodenmiller 

19 20 21 

Anna Youth Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 
 

Choir - 7 P.M.  

22 23 24 

25 

 

 

Greeters: 

Jon & Lori Boyd & 

Family 

 

26 

Anna Church 

Council 

7:00 p.m. 

27 28 

Anna Youth Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 
 

Choir - 7 P.M.  

29 30 31 

2015 
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2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

Greeter: 

Betty Buehler 

 

Communion 
Servers: 

Mike & Vicki 
Neuman 

2 3 4 

Anna Youth Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 
 

Choir - 7 P.M.  

5 6 7 

8 

 

 

 

Greeters:   

Jim & Lyn Degen 

9 

 

 

Botkins 

Church 

Council 

7:00 p.m. 

10 11 

Anna Youth Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 
 

Choir - 7 P.M.  

12 13 14 

15 

 
 

Greeters:   

Charles & 

Kathleen Freeman 

16 17 18 

Anna Youth Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 
 

Choir - 7 P.M.  

19 20 21 

22 

 

 
 

Greeters   

Vivian Hovatter 

23 

 

Anna Church 

Council 

7:00 p.m. 

24 25 

Anna Youth Group 

5 - 7 :00 p.m. 
 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 
 

Choir - 7 P.M.  

26 27 28 


