
 The Word is Alive!  That is the title of a song done by the group Casting 
Crowns several years ago, but it is just as true today.  The “Word” refers to the 
Bible – God’s Word to us.  Maybe you’ve had that experience in doing your daily 
devotion, reading a verse that you have read many times in the past, but for 
whatever reason, that day it hit you in a most profound way.  The Bible is God’s 
living Word that meets our needs.  

 But, for that living Word to affect people, it has to be in their hands.  That is 
the mission of the Gideons.  For many, many years this organization has raised 
funds to purchase Bibles – big enough to be easily read and small enough to fit in 
your pocket.  Their funds help produce Bibles that meet the needs of languages 
around the world.  Millions and millions of Bibles have been purchased – and then 
distributed – by this group that seeks no recognition for their work.  They just 
understand that God’s Word can change lives.  You may have seen a Gideon-placed 
Bible in a hotel room.  If you do – say a prayer of thanks for their efforts.  Maybe 
you didn’t need it if you’re like me and carry a Bible with you, but there have been 
those in that hotel room on the verge of ending their life when they came across that 
Bible, read it, and fell to their knees in thanks of God speaking to them when they needed Him 
most! 

 A long as I am your pastor we will have a Gideon Sunday, where we invite a 
Gideon in to share testimony of the effects of their work.  We will collect an 
offering to help further their cause.  My hope is that you will prepare for this 
Sunday by planning to bring and give greatly to help the Gideons in their life-saving 
work. 

 This year, that Sunday will be September 24th.  We will have I am counting 

on you to fill the church with your presence to uplift our speaker.  I am counting on 

you to fill a basket with donations to help them in their mission.  Few missions go 

as far or do as much as helping to get Bibles out in the world where God’s Word 

can continue to save and change lives.  Let’s be a part of it!  

Please Join Us for a Service At: 

Botkins United Methodist  Church 

Sunday School 8:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

                 OR 

Anna United Methodist Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Randy Locker  

Phone:   937-726-3318  
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Botkins UMC Lay Leader: 

Evonne Schnippel 

Phone:  937-693-6003 

 

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders: 

Abby Lightle 

Phone:  937-726-7044 

Randy Boyd 

Phone:  937-710-3721 
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. Food……….most of us take it for granted every day.  But for many, the food 

pantries in our area help at times to meet this basic need.  I would encourage us all (I’m 

including myself in this) to remember to bring non-perishable food items in on a regular 

basis.  In Botkins we give to support the Food Pantry in Jackson Center that also services 

the Botkins community.  We have a basket at the base of the steps in the front entry for you 

to place items in.  In Anna, we have begun partnering with St. Jacob Lutheran Church who 

has a food pantry and the people to manage it that we don’t.  Folks have been placing items 

under the wire shelf across from the secretary’s station.  We’ll try to have something to 

highlight that and let you know soon.  Let’s continue to help those in need in this simple 

way. 

 By the way, we also partner with stores in both communities to provide milk and 

eggs – things that cannot be stored.  Once a month the Agape Mobile Food Pantry comes 

to both communities.  We have coupons available to give to those in need which they can 

take to the local stores and redeem for the milk and eggs.  If you know of people in need in 

our communities, please let them know that this service is available 

 You can start preparing now for our annual Christmas Shoebox Ministry!  We will 

once again take part in this wonderful outreach ministry to children around the world who 

learn about the love of Jesus Christ through us as we joyfully fill our shoeboxes with all 

kinds of things to delight their eyes when they open them.  Our shoeboxes should be 

available to pick up on Sunday morning, October 22nd.  They will be due back two weeks 

later – November 5th.  We will have much more information when we get closer to that 

time, including a list of suggested items and the cost and how to take care of that in the 

Operation Christmas Child 

Food Pantries 

 I wanted to remind us to keep our youth and children in our prayers.  The Youth 

Group began meeting on Wednesday, August 23rd.  They meet every Wednesday from 5:00

-7:00 P.M.  Of course, they didn’t take the entire summer off.  Many of the youth worked 

hard during our “Love 1 More” campaign, and then several of them traveled to North 

Carolina for a week-long mission trip where they spent hours on a roof in the hot, hot sun.  

We have some amazing youth! 

 Our Sparkplugs – the after-school program that meets every Wednesday from after 

school until 5:00 P.M. – will begin on Wednesday, September 13th.  As in the past, we need 

help to make this program successful.  If you have that time available, please let Janice or 

Pastor Randy know.  Helping in various ways is easy and we will provide instruction.  We 

will also have our usual signup sheets out soon for snacks and help in setting those snacks 

up. 

 The biggest thing we need, though, is prayer.  Please pray regularly for our youth 

and our children as they learn and grow in their faith in Jesus Christ and learn to follow His 

teachings. 

Prayer Request for Our Youth 
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We are looking to start a new season with our choir.  You don’t have to be able to 

read music.  You just have to have a love for music.  We practice each Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 P.M. Practice usually lasts about forty-five minutes.  We practice on a rotating basis 

at the churches.  The first practice will be at Anna on Wednesday, September 13th.  If you 

are interested in joining us again or thinking about it for the first time, please let Pastor 

Randy know as he needs to prepare enough music for all.  We will also hope to do our two 

big musical performances – the Christmas and Easter Cantatas.  Those will hopefully be as 

they were last year – Christmas at the 6:00 P.M. service on Christmas Eve; and Easter as 

part of the Palm Sunday program with our children’s program.  Please come and help us 

make a joyful noise to the Lord. 

The church recently received information detailing Alcoholics Anonymous groups in the Miami/

Shelby County areas.  The church has information on all the various groups that meet, their 

locations, and the day of the week they normally meet.  There is also now a 24 hour/7 days a 

week hotline that offers free help to those who are battling this addiction.  If you know someone 

in need, please contact Pastor Randy for that information.  

Choir 

Alcoholics Anonymous 

 What do you do if you have a medical or dental need and you don’t have the money or 

the insurance to take care of it?  For many, they just suffer through it.  We in Shelby County have 

been so very fortunate that we have assistance available for such folks in need.  For ten years 

now, Compassionate Care of Shelby County – CCSC – has met those needs for so many people.  

This group, made up of those professionals who donate their time, has been caring for those in 

need without seeking anything for themselves – not monetary nor recognition.  This is the true 

servant heart that Jesus Christ taught us about through his actions in healing so many in need.   

 Our churches have helped over the years, either with contributions or by providing 

meals to those doctors and nurses that are working there.  You may wish to help as an 

individual.  Right now, CCSC is in the middle of a campaign to raise $85,000 to perform much-

needed repairs to the building they are using.  If you wish to make a contribution, please contact 

Pastor Randy, and he will get you the necessary information. 

Compassionate Care of Shelby County 

For ten years now, 
Compassionate 
Care of  Shelby 
County – CCSC 
– has met those 
needs for so many 
people.   

WHEN   ACTIVITY    LOCATION   TIME 

September 12th Alpha Center Meal   Meet At BUMC Church  5:00 p.m. 

September 17th Christian Music Festival   St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

September 24th  BUMC Movie Night   BUMC Church   5:00 p.m. 

October 15th  Scarecrow & Chili Cook-off   Baumer’s house   2:00 p.m. 

BUMC Upcoming Events 
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 Another Tar Hollow Christian Adventure Camp has come and gone – and what 

a year it was!  Our keynote speaker, Marshall Weil, was fantastic as he engaged the 

youth, kept their attention, and even took time to answer their tough questions of faith.   

 Just to give you an idea of what happens in a normal day at camp – every day 

the runners would take off about 6:15 A.M., and the Polar Bears would head down to 

take a morning dip in the lake at 6:45 AM.  We would hear the horn blast to wake every-

one else at 7:30 and make it to the lodge for Morning Watch by 8:00.  Morning Watch 

was a time of music and a short message from one of our clergy staff.  The campers 

would then be sent out to find a quiet space to meditate on that message.  By 8:45, we 

were in the lodge for breakfast, followed by cabin cleanup, then back to the lodge for 

our daily keynote address. 

 The theme this year was Limitless, and Marshall challenged all to live a life with-

out limits – the limits that this world tries to place on us.  God wants so much more for 

us.  Every day Marshall spoke on some aspect of this theme, and it was followed by the 

campers breaking into small groups to discuss his talk. 

 Lunch followed the discussion groups, and we were well fed by a totally awe-

some group of cooks headed up by Anna’s own Mark Pulfer in his first year as head 

cook.  A large number of the cooking staff were from our churches, including two past 

head cooks.  Considering three meals a day and around two hundred campers and staff, 

what they did for us was truly amazing. 

 The afternoon included an hour of elective classes and a recreation period that 

included many small tournaments of cards, ping pong, bad minton, volleyball, and so 

forth.  The rec period was followed by supper and then evening vespers.  This service 

included the Galilean Service where all sit on a hillside overlooking the lake as the 

speaker arrives in a boat.  This is designed to help all capture the Spirit of Jesus who 

shared often by the seaside.  Evening vespers also included the Thursday evening Con-

secration Service held in what is called the Green Cathedral – church on a hillside with 

threes reaching to the sky, bending inward at the top giving one the impression of the 

peak of a cathedral – thus the name.  This service can be very emotional as all reflect on 

where they are in their faith journey.  This year was different in that Marshall called for 

all to stand who felt God calling them into ministry in some way.  Several young people 

boldly rose to their feet – including one from Botkins and one from Anna.  I challenge 

us all to lift them in prayer.  Pray for all who stood.  God knows their names. 

 By the end of the week, many new friendships were formed.  Many youth 

talked of this as their new ‘family.’  As your pastor, I look at those youth from our 

churches that attended and saw first-hand how their lives were impacted, but we need to 

continue to help them in their faith journey as we strive to continue to reflect Christ to 

them in every way we can.  Continued on page 5 

  

God wants so 

much more 

for us. 

Tar-Hollow 

How are you 
doing with 

your 
commitments?  
I continue to 
pray for you 
every day. 

- Pastor Randy 
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Continued from page 5 

When I look at the number of people from our churches who gave of their time to serve 

– to be the hands and feet of Christ to our youth – I am overwhelmed with joy.  When I 

reflect on our youth leader, Abby Lightle, I know how blessed our church and our youth 

are.  Abby organized and assigned the clergy talks for the entire week, gave three of them 

herself – sharing wonderfully and deeply, led the music for most of the week, and encour-

aged youth to join her in sharing their talents.  She is an amazing young lady, and I would 

encourage you to pray for her as she continues to lead in so many ways in our churches.

 Lastly, our churches help finance the young people who attend camp.  I feel that 

everyone in both churches should feel like that is money put to the best of uses.  I hope 

that was evident in their sharing in church on August 20th.  I marveled at the depth of 

some so young sharing all that God has worked in their lives.  Let us all pray that these 

hearts remain open to God’s continual, loving work.  HE is blessing them so that they 

may be a blessing to others along their journey of life. 

Tar-Hallow  

Joyce Ailes Memorial Golf  Outing 

   What: Memorial Golf Outing (9 holes) 

   Where: Shelby Oaks Golf Course 

   Time: 1:00 P.M. 

   When: September 10, 2017 

 You don’t need to be a great golfer, just join us and have a great time.   

 See Pastor Randy or Randy Boyd for sign ups or questions. 

Relay for Life Event  

The Relay for Life 2017 has concluded and our BUMC w/AUMC team did another great 

job.  A huge Thank You to all who participated and helped out.  We exceeded our Goal 

again this year and raised over $2500!   We would like to keep exceeding our goals each 

year so if you have ideas to help or want to get more involved contact Rachel or Cheryl 

Lightle or Pastor Randy.  

“Balancing Life’s Demand’s”  - Rita Baumer will be hosting a Book Study at 8:00 a.m. 
before worship service in the BUMC Basement, beginning September 17th.  In this 
series, you’ll learn how to put “first things first” and find peace in the midst of pressure 
and adversity.  No clichés or quick fixes, just practical biblical insights to help you order 
your personal world.  Please see Rita to order a study guide.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend, you’t have to be raising kid’s currently to be busy.   

Book Study 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Jared Boyd 

2  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 

Emily Gill 

12 

Mary Jo Raberding 

13 14 
 

Jon & Lori Boyd 

15 

Randy Locker 

16 

17 

Tom Monfort 

Evonne Schnippel 

18 19 20 21 

Aaron Dunn 

 

22 

Samuel Schmerge 

23 

24 25 26 27 

Eric & Laura 
Bodenmiller 

28 

Jon & Jody 
Underwood 

29 30 

Jim Degen 

Derek Skinner 

September 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

Jerry Lenhart 

3 4 

Jeremiah & Ashley 
Smith 

5 

Jody Underwood 

6 7 

8 9 

Lisa Bodenmiller 

10 11 12 

 
 

Marcella Bodenmiller 
Jim & Lyn Degen 

13 
 

Jennie Lenhart 

14 

15 

Jason & Amanda 
Schmerge 

16 17 
 

Seth Underwood 

18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31  

October 2017 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  

3     13th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

 

Communion  

Communion 
Servers & 
Greeters:   

Jon & Lori Boyd 

4 

 

Labor Day 

5 6  Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

10   14th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

 
 
 
Greeter:   
Betty Buehler 

11 

 

Botkins Church 
Council Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

12 

 
BUMC 

Alpha Center 
Meal arrive at 

5:00 pm 

13  Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

Choir - Anna 
7:00 p.m. 

14 

BUMC  
UMW 

Meeting  
7:00 p.m. 

Church 
Basement 

15 16 

17   15th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Christian 
Music Festival 

at St. Paul’s  
 
Greeter:   
Lisa Bodenmiller 

18 

 

Anna Church 
Council Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

19 20  Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 
Choir - Botkins 

7:00 p.m. 

21 22 23 

24   16th Sunday 
after Pentecost 
 

Movie Night - 
BUMC 5:00 pm 

 
Greeters:   
Tom & Risa 
Monfort 

25 26 27  Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

(on vacation) 
 

28 29 30 

September 2017 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

September item is: 

Men’s or Women’s deodorant 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  17th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

Communion  

Communion 
Servers & 
Greeters:    
Lauren Valentine 

2 3 4  Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

(on vacation) 
 

5 6 7 

8   18th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

 

Greeters:   
Mike & Vicki 
Neuman 

9 

 

Botkins Church 
Council Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

10 11  Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
Pastor Office 

Hours 
8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

Choir - Anna 
7:00 p.m. 

12 

BUMC  
UMW 

Meeting  
7:00 p.m. 

Church 
Basement 

13 14 

15   19th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

Scarecrow 
Sunday & Chili 

Cook-off  
2:00 p.m. 

@ Baumer’s 

 
 

Greeter: Mary Jo 
Raberding 

16 

 

Anna Church 
Council Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

17 18   Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 
Choir - Botkins  

7:00 p.m. 

19 20 21 

22   20th Sunday 
after Pentecost 

 

 

 
Greeters:   
Ryan & Cory 
Sanders 

23 24 

AUMC 

Alpha Center 
Meal arrive at 5:00 

pm 

25   Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

Choir - Anna 
7:00 p.m. 

26 27 28 

29 21st Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 

 

 

Greeters:  

Jason & Amanda 
Schmerge 

30 31 

 

 

Reformation 
Day 

 

October 2017 

REVIVE Ohio Oct. 8th - 14th  

Fish Pond Food Pantry -  

October item is: 

Canned Chicken 


