
 I have often said that one way we can be involved in the mission field – though 

we don’t have the time to travel due to family concerns – is to give of our resources to 

support others.  We have been supporting Jayne Russell, who has been serving God in the 

mission field in the Ukraine.  Jayne continues to faithfully answer God’s call on her life, 

even when that call involves change and moving around. 

 Currently, Jayne is in the United States, but that certainly doesn’t mean she is 

not still working in God’s mission.  She is hoping to return to the Ukraine in May of 

2016, and in preparation for that return God has laid on her heart to develop a 

‘children’s mission program.’  The hope is that this program, when she is back overseas, 

will help the children of the Ukraine (and perhaps throughout the world) catch a vision 

for mission and sharing the gospel in the uttermost areas of the world. 

 As we continue to support Jayne in her efforts, we are a part of God’s mission in 

the world.  I would ask that we all keep Jayne and this special vision of outreach in our 

prayers. 

Please Join Us for a Service At: 

Botkins United Methodist  Church 

Sunday School 8:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

                 OR 

Anna United Methodist Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Randy Locker  

Phone:   937-726-3318  

E-mail:  lrlocker@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leaders: 

Sherrill Skinner 

Phone:   937-693-6822 

Alan Locker 

Phone:   937-658-2388 

 

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders: 

Abby Lightle 

Phone:  937-726-7044 

Randy Boyd 

Phone: 937-710-3721 
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 If you have been coming to Botkins or Anna for a while, and would like to 

become a member of one of our churches, please contact Pastor Randy.  We would like to 

set up a night to meet with everyone who is feeling called to become a ‘member of the 

family.’  Membership is certainly not a requirement to attending one of our churches, but 

it is an important statement of commitment on your part to say, “God, I want to be a 

member of Your Church.  I want to be active in my service to You.  I want my 

membership in Your Church to reflect the fact that I believe in You.” 

 Whether you have been a member of another Methodist Church, a church of 

another denomination, or have never been a member of a church, Pastor Randy would 

like to extend the invitation to meet with him and discuss what it means to be a member 

of the United Methodist Church.  Once we see who all is interested, we will set a date to 

meet.  We’ll do our best to meet your  schedule and find a date that works best. 

Join the Family 
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 We are currently considering two projects at our church.  One is to upgrade our video 

system, and the other is to renovate the men’s bathroom. 

 We would like to replace the current viewing screen in the sanctuary with a TV monitor – 

probably a 70 inch screen.  It would then be wired directly to the computer system at the back of 

the sanctuary so everything could be controlled from there.  This would eliminate the video 

projector that currently projects from the floor in the front of the sanctuary.  With this system, you 

notice that any time someone walks to the left side and gets in front of the projector, it casts a 

shadow on the screen – blocking out what can be seen.  If you have been in the Anna Church 

recently, where we have installed two 70” screens, you will see how much more clear the picture is.  

We would try to sell the projector to help offset a little of the cost.  The cost would be about $700 

for the wiring and labor and then the cost of a 70” TV. 

 As far as the men’s restroom, we would like to enlarge it to make it a handicapped 

accessible restroom.  We feel this is important since we now have an elevator to help people reach 

the lower level.  This is a project we would hope to complete ourselves, so the cost involved would 

be for lumber for wall framing, sheets of drywall, a larger door for the entrance, paint, and fixtures. 

 I would ask that you pray about how God might be leading you to help with either or both 

of these projects.  If you have the skills and would be willing to help with the restroom project, let 

Pastor Randy know so he can make a list of workers.  If you would like to make a donation to one 

or both projects, just mark your donation as such and get it to Pastor Randy, our treasurer Rita 

Baumer, or place it in the collection plate on Sunday morning. 

Projects 

Fall Sermon Series 
 Beginning Sunday, September 6, I will be starting a new sermon series entitled “The 

Call.”  It will be based on a book by Adam Hamilton about the ministry of the apostle Paul.  

Perhaps you had an opportunity to watch the TV series about the Bible this past spring.  It was 

about the beginnings of Christianity after the death and resurrection of Christ.  Whether you 

thought the series was faithful to the Biblical story or not, one thing I thought they showed well 

was the character of Paul. 

 The series depicted Saul (as he was known before his conversion) as a well-educated 

man, devoted to his faith.  His devotion led him to work against the movement known simply 

as The Way – those who were being converted to followers of the message of Jesus Christ.  As 

Saul saw it, anything that led people away from being devoutly Jewish was wrong, and he 

passionately worked to stamp out this growing movement.  I italicized the word passionately 

because – after his conversion on the road to Damascus, where he was going to arrest more 

followers of Christ – Saul (now called Paul) worked every bit as passionately to spread the 

message of Christ. 

 We know that Paul went on three major missionary journeys to spread the message of 

Christ and start churches among the gentiles – those like us who are not Jewish.  Paul was 

beaten several times, put in prison, shipwrecked, and eventually put to death for his faith.  We 

will seek to explore his call, his missionary journeys, his suffering, his love, his giving of himself 

to the cause, and his faithfulness.  Through all of this, we will seek to find the relationship to 

our lives and how God calls us to be like Paul in his enthusiasm for bringing others into the 

family of believers. 
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 I hope everyone has the afternoon of September 20th marked on their calendars.  That 

is the day of our second annual Botkins Community Christian Music festival.  This will be held 

from 2:00-5:00 P.M. on that day and will feature local musical talent. 

 This is an afternoon for the whole family.  In addition to the music, there will be a 

bounce house (weather permitting), face painting, and a clown for the kids.  We will be grilling 

hotdogs and popping popcorn, and there will be lots of good cookies.  Come any or all of the 

time.  Much of the music will be from our community’s young people as many of the music 

students of Kristin Vaubel will be performing.  Come and enjoy the fun! 

 In 2007 Teresa Ditmer met a man with heart disease and no access to medical care.  
Because of County.  Realizing that there are still many in our communities without health care, 
this non-profit organization provides services to those who have no other access to such care.  In 
their own words they are, “A faith based health care center, respectfully providing quality care 
and hope to the underserved of Shelby County.” 

 If you would like to help you can visit their website, www.ccscares.org to make a 
donation.  If you know people in need of such assistance, direct them to CCSC at 124 North 
Ohio Avenue in Sidney.  Their e-mail address is info@ccscares.org, and their phone number is 
937-492-9400. 
 The Outreach Team from the Anna Church has helped this organization for a number 
of years.  The doctors and nurses who donate their time to help make this possible need 
nourishment to do the job they do.  Our team has taken turns with other groups to provide a 
meal for them at various times of the year. 

Christian Music Festival 

Compassionate Care 

The 44th annual Rhine Turkey Shoot and Family Festival will be held Sunday, September 
27th from 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at St. Lawrence Catholic Church, Rhine (3 miles east of 
Botkins on Botkins Rd).  Activities include a 12 gauge shotgun shoot, children’s games, BB-
Gun shoot, adult games (including cake & craft wheels), and homemade soups, sandwiches, 
& pies. There will also be a Magic Show on Sunday at 3:30 PM. New this year, Topp Notch 
Photography will be taking “memory photos”. Over $4300 in raffle and door prizes will be 
given away. 

 Come and make a ‘joyful noise to the Lord.’  That is the way the Bible describes it.  It 
doesn’t say anything about having taken music class or being able to read music.  Wednesday, 
September 9th, will be the first night of choir practice. We rotate practice from week to week 
between Anna and Botkins.  I encourage all who love music to come and be a part of choir this 
year.  We practice from 7:00 P.M. until about 7:45.  We work on special music to present a 
whole message in music around Christmas time and Easter.  We  usually go caroling in 
December which really delights those to whom ewe sing.  But the best thing about choir is that 
you get to have a fun time praising God with your voice.  He has given you the voice and loves 
to hear you use it.  Even if you have never been a part of a choir before, you will enjoy being a 
part of our choir.   

Choir 

Rhine Turkey Shoot 

CCSC 

http://www.ccscares.org
mailto:info@ccscares.org
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A Calling to Serve 

 This is the time of the year when we ask all of you to think about how God might be 
calling you to serve Him in His Church.  As you heard in Pastor Randy’s message on August 23rd, 
to truly worship God is to give yourself wholly to Him.  When you say yes to serving God in one 
of the committees/teams of the church – you are giving yourself to Him.  That is true worship 
that delights God.  I thought I would give you a brief overview of what our various committees/
teams do.  All I ask of you then, is to pray about where God might be calling you to serve. 
Children’s Ministries:  They oversee the various parts of the Christian education of our children.  
They plan Sunday School, Sparkplugs (our afterschool program at Anna), Vacation Bible School, 
Children’s Church, and discuss any other ideas of ways to raise our children up in the knowledge 
of our Christian faith. 

 

Youth Ministries:  This group takes over from the Children’s Ministries to make sure our young 
are engaged in their faith throughout their early years.  They work with junior high through high 
school age kids encouraging and leading such things as our yearly church camp and youth mission 
projects. 

 

 Outreach and Congregational Care:  They have a twofold ministry – to consider, plan, and 
implement our mission outreach in various ways in our community and beyond; and to consider, 
plan, and implement programs to help take care of and continue to build the faith of our 
members. 

 

Pastor-Parish Relations:  They are the ears and voice of the church family who work diligently 
with the pastor to make sure the ministry of our church is running smoothly.  They serve as the go
-between from pastor to church family to make sure any concerns are addressed before they 
become major problems. 

 

Finance:  They work to oversee the finances of the church.  They take care of some annual 
financial reports, plan a yearly budget to meet the needs of our church, and are there to help 
everyone understand what is done with your financial giving – the various ministries and mission 
work it supports. 

 

Trustees:  They oversee the church building.  They diligently seek to stay on top of any 
maintenance, try to look ahead to possible major projects needed in the upkeep of the building, 
and try to look ahead to projects that will help keep our church prepared for generations to come. 
  

D.A.S.H.(Decorations, Altar, Scheduling, Hospitality):  The words pretty well spell out the 
duties of this group.  If you’ve ever wondered who helps keep our sanctuary looking so nice from 
season to season – look no further.  Some people have a flair for such things, and we are blessed 
with people at both churches who do.  If you have that kind of artistic side, this would be the 
group for you to become a part of. 

 

Lay Leadership/Nominations:  This is the group tasked each year with contacting and 
encouraging all members of the church to become active in some way in the ministries of our 
churches that I have just described.  Of course, they do not know your particular gifts that God 
wants you to use.  They would be greatly helped if you would seek them out to say, “I would like 
to serve God by being on the ……..”  Perhaps you even have the gift of leadership.  Each one of 
these groups needs a person or two to help lead the group. 
  

 Your church needs you – needs everyone to be involved in the ministries of our church.  
More importantly God desires that you use the gifts He has blessed you with to serve.  You have 
often heard me say that everyone is gifted and called by God to serve in some way.  Please pray 
that God will lead you to where He desires you to serve.  Our churches will be better and stronger 
because of your service. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Jared Boyd 

2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Mary Jo 
Raberding 

13 14 

 

Jon & Lori Boyd 

15 

 

Pastor Randy 

16 17 

Evonne Schnippel 

Tom Monfort 

18 19 

20 21 

Aaron Dunn 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 

Jim Degen 

Derek Skinner 

 

September 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
 

Jerry Lenhart 

3  

4 5 

Jody 
Underwood 

6 7 8 9 

Lisa 
Bodenmiller 

10 

11 12 

Marcella 

Bodenmiller 
 

Jim & Lyn Degen 

13 

 

Jennie Lenhart 

14 15 

Jason & 
Amanda 
Schmerge 

16 17 
 

Seth 
Underwood 

18 19 

Jeremiah & 
Ashley Smith 

20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

October 2015 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2  

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 
 

3 4 5  

6 

Communion 
Servers: :  Jim & 
Bonnie Bellmer & 

family 

Greeters:  
Jerry & Carol 

Vaughan 

7 

Labor Day 

 

Botkins Church 

Council 

7 - P.M. 

8 

UMW Alpha 
Center Meal 

Served 

 4:30 p.m. 

 

9 

Pastor Out of 

Office - Clergy 

Function 
 

Choir 7- 7:45pm 

@ Anna 

10     UMW  

Meeting 7 pm 

Church Basement 

 
Pastor @ District 

Office, Charge 

Conf. Briefing 

 

11 12 

13 

 

 

Greeters:  

Rita Baumer & 

Family 

14 

Music Festival 

Meeting @  

St. Paul Lutheran

- Botkins 

15 16 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 
Choir - 7 - 7:45 pm 

@ Botkins 

17 18 19 

20   Gideon  

            Sunday 

Botkins Music 

Festival 

2 - 5 pm 

Greeters:  

Jim & Bonnie 

Bellmer & family 

 

21 

 

22 23 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 
Choir 7- 7:45pm 

@ Anna 

24 25 26 

27 

 

 

Greeter:  

Lisa Bodenmiller 

28 29 30 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 
Choir - 7 - 7:45 pm 

@ Botkins 

 

September 2015 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -  

September item is men or 

women’s deodorant. 

Janice and Pastor Randy will be gome from 
the 23rd to the 28th.  Contact our lay lead-
ers with prayer concerns.  If pastoral care is 
needed contact Pastor Rob Ulmer of Jack-
son Center at 937-596-0083. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3  

4    Communion    
Servers: Lisa 

Bodenmiller &  

Mary  Jo Raberding 

Greeters:  

Jon & Lori Boyd & 

family 

5 

 

Botkins Church 

Council 

7 - P.M. 

6 7 

 
Pastor Office 

Hours 
8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 

12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 
 

Choir 7 - 7:45 pm 

@ Anna 

8 
 

UMW 

Meeting 

7 - P.M. 

9 10 

11 

Picnic in the 
Park  

 

Greeter:  

Betty Buehler 

12 

 

Columbus Day 

13 14 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 
Choir 7- 7:45pm 

@ Botkins 

15 16 17 

18 

 

 

Greeters:  

Jim & Lyn Degen 

19 

 

20 21 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 
Choir  7 - 7:45 pm 

@ Anna 

22 23 24 

25 

 

Greeters:  

Charles & 

Kathleen Freeman 

26 27 

 

28 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 
Choir 7- 7:45pm 

@ Botkins 

29 30 31  

Halloween 

 

October 2015 

Fish Pond Food Pantry  

October  item is ~ 

Canned Chicken (boned) 

Pastor Randy at United 
Theological Seminary for class  


