
 Our week of Revival may be over, but our efforts to share the love of Christ 

and win souls for the kingdom will continue.  The Shelby County Ministerial 

Association made the decision to continue this movement because turning hearts to 

Christ – helping folks understand the grace and forgiveness of God – is the most 

important thing we can do in service to our God. 

 So, how will we continue?  We will have a time once a month for any and all 

to come together for breakfast at 8:00 A.M., have a little training especially for 

anyone who wasn’t able to help during the Revive Week, go out in the communities 

of this county to share Christ’s love and pray with people, then come back together 

for lunch and a time of sharing success stories.  We have this set up for the next 

seven months, so come whenever you can and as often as you can.  Here is the 

schedule: 

 

November 4th –  Russell Road Church; 340 W. Russell Rd., Sidney 

December 2nd –  Faith Baptist Church; 2555 W. Millcreek Rd., Sidney 

January 6th –  Full Gospel Community Church; 950 Children’s Home 

Road., Sidney 

February 3rd –  Sidney First Church of Nazarene; 1899 Wapakoneta Ave., 

Sidney 

March 3rd –  First Baptist Church; 309 E. North St., Sidney 

April 7th –  Solid Rock Pentecostal Church of God; 2745 St. Rt. 29N, 

Sidney 

May 7th –  Christ the King Church; 17570 St. Rt. 274, Jackson Center 

Please Join Us for a Service At: 

Botkins United Methodist  Church 

Sunday School 8:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

                 OR 

Anna United Methodist Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Randy Locker  

Phone:   937-726-3318  

E-mail:  lrlocker@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leader: 

Evonne Schnippel 

Phone:  937-693-6003 

 

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders: 

Abby Lightle 

Phone:  937-726-7044 

Randy Boyd 

Phone:  937-710-3721 
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 Our current series finds us studying those things in this world that 

seek to steal our focus from God.  The series, entitled “gods at War,” comes 

to us from Kyle Idleman, a pastor whose series we have explored before – 

both during Advent and during the year.  One of the first series from Kyle 

you might remember was “Not a Fan.” 

 In this series we will look at those gods (notice the small letter ‘g’) that 

seek to win control of our hearts when our hearts should belong to the God 

who, “…so loved the world that he gave his one and only son…” (John 3:16) – 

gave that Son to take our sins upon himself that we might enter his kingdom as his 

forgiven children.  The freedom of choice God has given us allows Satan to try and 

work through the evil things of this world to try and win our souls for himself.  His 

work tries to work into our hearts through the guise of money, pleasure, power, 

success, and even the misuse of love. 

 Through this series, we hope to understand how Satan works in order to be 

prepared.  There is a battle going on for the throne of our hearts, and we need to be 

prepared to fight this battle.  Winning this battle definitely has eternal consequences.  

We need to understand that we are not in this fight alone.  God has given us the 

power of the Holy Spirit, who brings Christ alive in us.  With the power of the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – how could we lose?  Come and learn how to prepare 

yourselves for the battle. 

Through this series, we hope 

to understand how Satan 

works in order to be 

prepared.  

Commitments 

Current Sermon Series 

 Remember January of this year?  During that first Sunday’s worship service 

many of you filled out a card deepening your commitment to serve God in some 

way.  How are you doing?  Please know that I have prayed over those cards, asking 

God to strengthen your commitment and then bless you in the keeping of those 

commitments.  I didn’t just pray over them for the week after that Sunday.  I have 

prayed over them every day since then.  Every day, as I do my morning devotion, I 

take time to pray over your commitments.  When we think about what Jesus did for 

us, we understand that no matter how much we do – we could always do more, and 

even then our efforts would pale in comparison to what Christ did on that cross for 

us.  God doesn’t need what we have committed to do or give in His service, but He 

delights in our efforts to follow Jesus’s command – to love one another as He loved 

us.  In our commitments, we are sharing that love.  

God doesn’t need what we 

have committed to do or 

give in His service, but He 

delights in our efforts to 

follow Jesus’s command – 

to love one another as He 

loved us.  
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 Please plan to share lunch, dinner, or both with the Botkins UMC as they 
host their annual Election Day Meal.  Election Day this year is November 7th, and the 
church will be serving lunch beginning at 11:00 A.M. and continue making meals 
available through the dinner hour.  You can stop by and sit down with your meal in 
our church basement or get it to go.  There will be beef, chicken, and pork 
sandwiches as well as chicken noodle, vegetable, and turtle soups to choose from.  
There will also be a wonderful variety of desserts to pick from to finish off your meal. 

 When you come, don’t forget to bring a little extra money and spend some 
time looking over the bazaar.  The ladies of our church always have quite a variety of 
gifts to purchase as you look forward to the Christmas season that is fast 
approaching.  

 There will be a couple of opportunities for folks to share in an extra service of 

Thanksgiving for all God has blessed us with in the past year.  First, there will be an 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service in Botkins at the Botkins United Methodist Church at 7:00 

P.M. on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 19th.  This service is our annual 

Thanksgiving service sponsored by the churches of Botkins.  All pastors of the Botkins 

community will be involved, with Pastor Pete Doseck sharing the message. 

 Then, on Wednesday, November 22nd, you can share with the Uncalled Four at the 

Jackson Center United Methodist Church.  My quartet will be sharing music during this 

Thanksgiving Eve Service.  This service also begins at 7:00 P.M. 

 Doug and Kathy McClain, whom we have been financially supporting in mission 

work, were able to spend about a month back in the States to get to meet their first grandson.  

They had a blessed time and spoke to as many churches as time allowed to share how their 

ministry is going. 

 They returned to Germany on August 31st and picked up nine people from First 

Church of New Knoxville, who had come to Germany to work on a building project in 

Kusel.  While there, they were able to witness a baptism service of five former Muslims.  

They renounced Allah and Muhammed, knowing the danger that could mean for them.  

Doug shared that the huge smiles on their faces made the service even more moving.   

 Doug and Kathy both continue to meet and get more involved with their neighbors, 

which, of course, is an important step in being able to share the Gospel message.  Kathy 

continues to teach refugees introductory German.  They also host a class in their home with 

two girls from India. 

 Please continue to lift Doug and Kathy in your prayers! 

Mission Work Continues 

Thanksgiving Opportunities 

Election Day Meal 

November 19th 
Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving Service at 
Botkins UMC at 7:00 

p.m. 
 

November 22nd  

Thanksgiving Eve 

Jackson Center UMC 

“The Uncalled Four” 

At 7:00 p.m. 
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Advent Series 
I want to share some words with you that, for many of you, will instantly bring a tune 

to mind. 

What Child is this 

Who laid to rest 

On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet, 

While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and Angels sing 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 

 Of course, it is the Christmas anthem, “What Child Is This.”  This advent, we 

will explore just what child is this from the perspective of those who were there.  We 

will experience the perception of who this child was that was born in such a lowly 

manner but carried such high expectations.   

 The shepherds were just doing their job as they did every night.  They were 

tending their sheep.  This was not a glamorous job.  Shepherds were among the lowest 

people in their society, and yet it was to them that the angels appeared, announcing the 

child’s birth.  Can you imagine their thoughts of, “What child is this?” as they came to 

the stable to see what the angels had told them about?   

 What about the wisemen?  They came quite a while after Jesus’ birth, but we 

remember them during our annual Christmas celebrations.  They had no angelic 

announcement, but had been studying ancient texts for quite some time and read about 

the coming messiah – the one who would save his people.  They were so sure of what 

they had read that they travelled a far distance to see this ‘king.’  Do you imagine, 

finding their ‘king’ in a stable, they wondered, “What child is this?” 

 And of course, we’ll look at this child from the perspective of Mary and 

Joseph.  Mary – the one willing to endure scorn and shame when her people found out 

about her pregnancy before being united with Joseph.  Joseph – the one willing to 

overlook the scorn and shame of others but listen to God and be the child’s adoptive 

father.   

 Come and be a part of this special Advent journey.  Advent this year begins on 

Sunday, December 3rd.  The Advent season includes the four Sundays leading up to 

Christmas.  This year, that makes Sunday, December 24th, the last Sunday of Advent.  

Besides our regular service that Sunday, we will have two nighttime services that day – 

6:00 P.M. at Anna and 11:00 P.M. at Botkins. 

Advent this year begins 
on Sunday, December 

3rd.  The Advent season 
includes the four Sundays 
leading up to Christmas.  
This year, that makes 

Sunday, December 24th, 
the last Sunday of 

Advent.   
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Mark December 10th on your calendars.  That is the day the children will be putting on their 

Christmas program during the worship hour.  They work hard and put a lot into their 

preparations for this special day of sharing a Christmas message with us.  This will take place 

at both churches.  Then, if you want a wonderful Sunday lunch, the youth of our churches will 

be putting on their annual Italian dinner at the Anna Church.  This is a fund-raiser for our 

youth who have been so active in serving our Lord.  They will use this donation to further that 

service.  We’ll have a reminder in our bulletin as we get closer to that time, but make sure you 

have that day circled on your calendars now.  You won’t want to miss either part of that day!  

October 7th and 8th the youth had their annual Fall Retreat.  This year 10 youth and 3 adults spent 

time together having fun and exploring the theme of “Identity: Finding Your Truth in Christ”.  We 

had some fun playing “Zombies vs. Humans”, fishing, canoeing, and playing games.  There were 

some pretty big storms Saturday night and one of our tents had to be reset multiple times, but once 

the rain and wind finally stopped we were clear for the night.  Throughout the weekend there were 

four lessons in which we examined God’s Character and what that means about who we are Christ.  

Art derives meaning from it’s creator; similarly we derive meaning and truth from our Creator - God 

is the potter and we are the clay.  Scripture is filled with explanations about who God is; King, 

Creator, Ruler, Protector, Eternal, Love, etc.  As a result we gain insight into who we are in Christ as 

evidenced by Scripture; redeemed, loved, forgiven, unique, new, fulfilled, strong, rescued, free, 

children of God, etc.  We spent some time looking at Peter, originally called Simon.  Christ gave him 

the “new” name, Peter, which means “Rock”.  There are multiple examples in Scripture that show 

Peter living up to this name, but there are also multiple examples in Scripture that show Peter not 

living up to this name.  Likewise, there are times in our lives when we exhibit “rock-like” 

characteristics and there are times when we exhibit “unrock-like” characteristics.  But, even when 

Peter was “unrock-like”, he was still Peter - Christ didn’t change who Peter was when Peter faltered.  

Luckily for us, we are still redeemed, loved, forgiven, unique, new, fulfilled, strong, rescued, free 

children of God even when we are “unrock-like”.  How great is that?!  God has created us to be 

exceptional; we are “fearfully and wonderfully made” in the image of God (Psalm 139:13-16) and we 

will always be children of God as God will always be with us (1 John 4:4) … and luckily, there’s 

nothing we can do about it.  There’s nothing we can do to make God love us any more, and there’s 

nothing we can do to make God love us any less. 

Children’s -Youth Christmas Program 

Youth Fall Retreat 

 One of the things we always look forward to as we celebrate during the Christmas 

season is the Christmas play that our children put on for the churches.  This year that special 

offering will be during the worship service on December 10th.  You won’t want to miss that 

special service.  Also, as they have done the last couple of years, the youth of our churches will 

host an Italian dinner after the service at Anna.  This is a fund-raiser they use for their mission 

work throughout the year as they simply ask for a donation.  They have done a fantastic job of 

providing a wonderful meal in the past, and I know this year will be no different.  Please come 

that day to support our children and our youth. 

Children’s Program and Youth Dinner 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Russell Lenhart 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 

Jon Underwood 

8 9 10 

Jamie Baumer 

11 

12 13 

Sarah Neuman 

Amy Bellmer 

14 15 

Tammy Arel 

16 17 18 

19 20 21 

Kent Boyd 

Hadley Lindeman 

22 

Vivian Hovatter 

23 24 25 

26 

Vickie Neuman 

27 28 

Kristen Doss 

29 30  

November 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  

3 

Katie Skinner 

4 5 6 

Jessica Skinner 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 

Randy Skinner 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21  
Emily Schmerge 
Jacob Schmerge 
Jennifer Locker 

22 

 

23 

Laura 
Bodenmiller 

24 25 

Jesus 

26 27 28 29 30 

31  

December 2017 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

November 5th 1 Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 
Choir - Botkins  

7:00 p.m. 

2 3 4 

5 22nd Sunday aft. 

Pentecost 

Communion 

 

 

Greeter & 
Communion Server: 
Evonne Schnmippel 

6 7 

 

Election Day  
Meal 

11 a.m. -  
7:00 p.m. 

8 Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

Choir - Anna  
7:00 p.m. 

9 

Botkins  
UMW 

Meeting  
7:00 p.m. 

Church Basement 

10 11 

Veterans 
Day 

 

12 23rd Sunday 

aft. Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

Greeters: 
Derek & Jessica 
Skinner 

13 

 

 

14 15 Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 
Choir - Botkins  

7:00 p.m. 

16 17 18 

19 24th Sunday 

aft. Pentecost 

 

Ecumenical Service 
BUMC at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Greeters: 
Randy & Sherrill 
Skinner 

20 

 

21 22 Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

 
J.C. UMC Service 

23 

 

Thanksgiving 
Day 

24 25 

26 Last  Sunday 

aft. Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

Greeters: 
Jerry & Carol 
Vaughan 

27 28 29 Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

Choir - Anna 
7:00 p.m. 

30  

November 2017 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

November item is: 

Canned Beef 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

December 10th—Anna Youth serving Italian Dinner at Anna UMC after 
service. 

 

December 24th - Choir to present Christmas Cantata at Anna 6:00 p.m. 

 

1 2 

3 1st Sunday of 

Advent 

Communion 

 

Greeter & 
Communion Server:  

Dave & Connie 
Mielke 

4 

 

 

5 6 Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 
Choir - Botkins 

7 8 9 

10 2nd Sunday 

of Advent 

Children’s Christmas 
Program at Both 
Churches 

 

Greeters:  
Eric & Laura 
Bodenmiller 

11 

 

 

12 13 Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

Choir - Anna  

14 

Botkins  

UMW 
Meeting  
7:00 p.m. 

Church Basement 
Carry In Dinner 

 

15 16 

17 3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

 

 

 

 

Greeter: 
Lisa Bodenmiller 

18 

Tentative Date 
for Hire the 

Choir  

(Caroling night) 

19 20 Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Sparkplugs 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 
Choir - Botkins 

21 22 23 

24 4th Sunday of 

Advent 

Christmas Eve 
Services: 6:00 p.m. 
at Anna; 

11:00 p.m. Botkins  

Greeters:  
Jon & Lori Boyd 

25 

Christmas 
Day 

26 27 28 29 30 

31 Watch Night 

To end the year with 
prayer & 
consecration 

 

Greeter:  
Vivian Hovatter  

 

December 2017 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

December item is 

Toothpaste 


