
November 29th is the first Sunday in the season we call Advent.  I look at this time period – leading 

up to Christmas and Jesus being born into our world – as a month-long celebration.  Every year, I 

look for special ways to bring this season to life for our churches.  This year, I’m inviting our 

friends, “The Skit Guys,” to help us make this season meaningful.  Our theme for the season will be 

“Our Coming Savior.”  We will experience Our Coming Savior through several familiar folks. 

Week 1 – As we HOPE for our coming Savior, we’ll visit Elizabeth and Zechariah. 

Week 2 – We will further PREPARE for our coming Savior, by visiting Herod. 

Week 3 –We will be filled with JOY for our coming savior as we spend time with the 

 Shepherds. 

Week 4 – We will light the LOVE candle of our Advent wreath and listen to the story in 

 song as shared by our choir. 

Christmas Eve – We will light the CHRIST candle at both of our services, focusing on 

 Mary and Joseph at our 6:00 P.M. service; and feeling what that night must have 

 been like to one who had no idea what it was all about when we share with the 

 Innkeeper as he is confronted with a deep need. 

We should certainly celebrate more than just one day God’s activity on our behalf.  That is 

what Christmas is all about.  God looked down on His creation, saw us in desperate need of saving.  

I am reminded of the song, “What is I give all.”  Part of the chorus goes like this: 

Long ago, a father and his son, saw the children lost in sin.  Can you see the tears in 

father’s eyes, as Jesus says to Him, “What if I give all that I have?  What will that gift do?” 

“My child, a gift like that would change the world.  It would free the multitude.” 
  

 And that is exactly what happened.  Jesus made the choice to leave the glory of heaven to 

come into the world.  We would live life in as common a way as anyone ever has.  He would 

undergo all the trials of life just as we all do, yet He remained sinless.  He did that so that His sinless 

life could be the sacrifice offered to redeem us from our sins. 

 The gift we received on that first Christmas was the gift of forgiveness of sin and an 

everlasting life of joy in the glory of our heavenly Father.  But, like all gifts, to enjoy it, it must be 

opened.  To open this gift means to accept Jesus Christ as one’s Lord and Savior.  We have no 

greater calling in this life than to help others unwrap this gift.  Let that be our goal as we go through 

this Advent and Christmas season. 

Please Join Us for a Service At: 

Botkins United Methodist  Church 

Sunday School 8:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

                 OR 

Anna United Methodist Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Randy Locker  

Phone:   937-726-3318  

E-mail:  lrlocker@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leaders: 

Sherrill Skinner 

Phone:   937-693-6822 

Alan Locker 

Phone:   937-658-2388 

 

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders: 

Abby Lightle 

Phone:  937-726-7044 

Randy Boyd 

Phone: 937-710-3721 
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 The Shelby County Ministerial Association has been around a lot longer than most folks 

realize.  It has always been a gathering of clergy in Shelby County from every denomination that 

desires to join us.  There have been and always will be differences in our churches, but there is 

much more that we have in common – the number one thing being our recognition of Jesus Christ 

as our Lord and Savior. 

 This year some new leadership has set a goal of having this group be much more than just 

a time of fellowship.  As your pastor, I am a part of that leadership team, serving as the group’s vice 

president.  We want our group to be a recognizable force in spreading the redeeming love and grace 

of God through Jesus Christ.  To that end, we are sponsoring or looking into sponsoring  activities 

that spread the message of Christ to those who may not know Him as their Savior or activities that 

bring Christians together. 

 We have an activity set the date for December 12th and would like your help.  This event, 

called “Journey to Bethlehem” will seek to retell the story of the birth of Jesus in a very real and 

meaningful way.  On that day, we will have various places set up with folks in the costume of the 

day to help people relive this special event in our Christian life and heritage.  We need your help in 

various ways – from providing costumes you might have, to playing parts (scripts will be provided), 

to handing out Bibles and Advent material. 

 This is not one church doing a Christmas activity.  This is the Body of Christ coming 

together to continue the saving message of Christ to our community.  Please prayerfully consider 

helping in any way you can.  See Pastor Randy for more information or to become involved. 

 “Operation Christmas Child” gift boxes can be picked up now and are ready to be filled.  Here 
are some ideas for your gift box items: 

 

Toys: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as toy cars, yo-yos, jump ropes, 
balls, toys that light up and make noise (with extra batteries), etc. 
 

School Supplies: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar 
calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.  
Accessories: T-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra 
batteries), etc. 
 

Crafts: Make your own items such as hair bows, finger puppets, and friendship bracelets. Download 
instructions here. 

 

A Personal Note: You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you 
include your name and address, the child may be able to write back 
 

“Wow” Item 
Delight a kid! Start with a medium to large item that will capture the child’s attention the instant 
he or she opens the box. 
Ideas include: Soccer ball with pump, Stuffed animal, Toys (puppets, trucks, etc.), Doll (baby, 
Barbie, etc.), Musical instrument, Outfit, Shoes 
 

Don’t forget to attach an envelope to the top of the box with $7 in for tracking purposes.  

Church Goal is to fill 100 boxes!!! 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE 

The Shelby County Ministerial Association 
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 We are so very thankful to have arrived safely in Germany, and we praise God for 

the many faithful ministry partners that He has raised up to make our ministry here 

happen! We were greeted at the Frankfurt airport on Monday morning, October 5 by our 

team leader, Michael Landoll, and driven to our temporary home across the street from the 

Landolls in St. Julian. Here we will stay until we finish preparing our apartment in 

Pirmasens. For two weeks before flying to Germany, we stayed at ABWE Headquarters in 

Harrisburg, PA where Kathy finished her last class, and we received our final clearance for 

the field. Our last weekend in the States was spent with family before our 8-hour flight out 

of Philadelphia on Sunday evening. So much has happened since our arrival, so we will 

just share some of the highlights! 

 Doug had the opportunity to participate in a Männerfreizeit (Men's Retreat) the 

first weekend we were here with about 27 men from the churches in the area. Even 

without understanding any German, this was a great way to connect with some of the men 

from the various fellowships including 4 from the Pirmasens church. 

 Kathy was able to observe and help with the Wednesday afternoon children's 

ministry at the Landstuhl church. We hope to begin a similar work in Pirmasens soon. 

Please pray for the many preparations to make this happen.  

 Doug helped with some framing at the Kusel church building project, and Kathy 

helped clean the present Kusel church. A building team from Ohio will be here in early 

November to help with the building project. 

 After attending the church service in Kusel on Sunday, we had the opportunity to 

enjoy dinner at the Landolls with 6 Albanian refugees who came to the church service. 

Please pray for the safety of Eduard (a 25-year old), and for Luigj & Liliana and their two 

children Brigjilda and Gjorgjo, and for Lili's brother Eduard who are staying in a local 

refugee camp where Christians and Muslims are all sharing living space in one crowded 

gymnasium. They are unfortunately experiencing from other refugees some of the same 

religious persecution, which coupled with economic hardship, caused them to flee from 

Albania. If they don't find work here soon, they will be forced to return to Albania. 

This past Tuesday we had the pleasure of fellowshipping with the senior saints from the 

Kusel church on a day trip to Strasbourg, France where we saw the local cathedral and the 

beauty of this former German city located in the Alsace-Lorraine area. Strasbourg is 

presently home to the European Parliament.  And (although not everyone would call it a 

highlight) we have already experienced the beauty of a light snowfall in this 

picturesque country! 

 

  

Welcome From Germany 
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 The Botkins Local School will be honoring all veterans 

in the school district on November 11.  The program will 

begin at 10:00 A.M. in the gymnasium at 404 E. State 

St.  Veterans will meet by 9:30 A.M. in the vocal music room. 

  

 If you would like to register to participate or if you 

know of a veteran who has not been included in the past, 

please call the school office at 693-4241 or you can email Sara 

Brown by November 9th at browns@botkins.k12.oh.us. 

Veterans Day Program 

United Methodist 
Women 

  

The Botkins United Methodist Women have graciously 

purchased two items for our Church; a wheel chair for BUMC, which 

is located in the elevator entrance area and may be used by anyone 

visiting our church while they are at the church.  Secondly, the “Last 

Supper “picture hanging up front in the alter area. 

 On December 10th at 6 p.m. the Women of the Church will be 

having their annual Carry In Dinner held in the church basement.  We 

would like to invite all the women in the church to join us. 

mailto:browns@botkins.k12.oh.us


The UMW  also oversee and deliver the collections from BUMC to the 
Alpha Center in Sidney and Hospice.   
 
Hospice— Decorated canisters (like peanut cans) are filled by people in our congregation and  
collected and given to the  UMW and they deliver those to Hospice.  These are used at 
Christmas time for Hospice patients. 
 
Alpha Center— In the Church entry you will see a tree that needs to be filled with hats, mittens, 
under-ware etc. for both boys and girls.  These items are then collected from the tree and 
delivered to the Alpha Center in Sidney to help people in need.  Please help us make this year a 
success by donating to one or both of these worthwhile institutions. 

 It’s that time of year again for our Annual Election Day Meal and Church Bazaar & Bake Sale 

sponsored by the United Methodist Women of our church.  The church basement will be filled with the 

smells of great home-cooked food which will be served from 11 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. on November 3rd.   

Please feel free to join us in the church basement for dining-in or if you would like to get a carry out or 

simply call-ahead and have it delivered if you know what you like, we are here to serve!   

 If you would like to help serve on Election day for even 1 or 2 hours,  we would welcome your 

help with open arms. 

 

*Don’t forget to browse over the items we have at the bazaar, it’s never too early to start that Christ-

mas Shopping.  We hope to see you there. 

Election Day Meal 

Have You Given This Year 

Page 5 Newsletter Title 

 One of the most enjoyable times of the year comes when we get to watch 
the little ones of the church present their version of a Christmas show.  This 
year the children will present the story, “Jesus, Me and My Christmas Tree”.  The 
program will be presented during the worship hour on December 13.  Practice 
schedule will be upcoming.  Invite other kids you know to come and be a part of 
this. 

Children/Youth Christmas Program 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Russell Lenhart 

2 3 4 5 

 

6 7 

Jon Underwood 

8 9 10 

Jamie Baumer 

11 12 13 

Sarah Neuman 

Amy Bellmer 

14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Kent Boyd 

22 

Vivian Hovatter 

23 24 25 26 

Vickie Neuman 

27 28 

Kristen Doss 

29 30  

November 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 

Katie Skinner 

4 5 

6 

Jessica Skinner 

7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 

Randy Skinner 

14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 

Emily Schmerge 
Jacob Schmerge 

Jennifer Locker 

22 23 

Laura 
Bodenmiller 

24 25 

Jesus 

26 

27 28 29 30 31   

December 2015 
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Fish Pond Food Pantry - 

November item is: 

Canned Beef 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1      Daylight 

Savings Time 

Ends 

Communion 

Servers: 

Alan & Jennifer 

Locker 
Greeter: 
Vivian Hovatter 

2 

Botkins 

Church 

Council 

7 P.M. 

3 

Election Day 

(Meal) 

4 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8- 11 A.M. BUMC 
12- 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 

Choir 7 P.M. 

5 6 7 

8 

 

 

 

 

Greeters:   

Dave & Connie 

Mielke 

9 10 11   Veterans 

Day 
Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7 P.M. 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12- 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 

Choir -  7 P.M. 

12 

UMW 

 Meeting 

7 - P.M. 

 

13 14 

Anna UMW  

Ham & Turkey 

Supper 

4:30-7:00 

15 

 

 

 

Greeters:   

Mike & Vickie 

Neuman 

16 

 

17 18 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12- 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 

Choir -  7 P.M. 

19 20 21 

22 Christ the 

King 
Botkins Ecumenical  
Thanksgiving Service 

at ICC at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Greeter:   

Mary Jo Raberding 

23 24 25 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12- 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 

Choir -  7 P.M. 

26 

 

27 28 

29 

Advent 

Begins 

 

Greeter:   

Mary Ann Russell 

30  

November 2015 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7 P.M. 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12- 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 

Choir 7- 7:45pm 
@ Anna 

3 4 

 

5 
 

12 / 13 -Children’s Christmas  

            Program 
 

12 / 20 -  Christmas Cantata  

6 Advent 

 
Communion 

Servers: 

Randy & Sherrill 

Skinner 

Greeters 
Ryan & Cory 

Sanders 

 

7 

Botkins 

Church 

Council 

7:00 P.M. 

8 9 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12- 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 

Choir 7- 7:45pm 
@ Botkins 

10 

 

UMW 

Christmas  

Party 

11 12 

13 

Advent 

 

 

 

Greeters:   

Jason & Amanda 
Schmerge 

14 15 16 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12- 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 

Choir 7- 7:45pm 
@ Anna 

17 18 19 

20 

 

 

Greeter:   

Evonne Schnippel 

 

 

 

21 

 

22 23 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12- 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 

 

24 

 

Christmas 

Eve Services 
 

Anna - 6 P.M. 

Botkins–11 P.M. 

25 

Christmas 

Day 

26 

27 

 

 

 

 

Greeters:   

Derek & Jessica 

Skinner 

28 29 30 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12- 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 

 

31  

December 2015 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

December item is 

Toothpaste  


