
 As we continue in our Believe Series, I truly hope this has been a meaningful 

journey so far.  In the first ten chapters we explored our basic beliefs of who God is and 

how He wants to be in relationship with us.  I would encourage you to go back to those 

chapters from time to time; review the key ideas and Bible verses; be reminded of how 

very much God loves you!  And what a blessing it was that God arranged it so that on 

Easter, we would talk about the joy of eternity!  Our God is truly and amazing, loving 

Father. 

 Now we continue through part two – ACT.  This is where I will remind us all as I 

have done in the past, that church is not just something we do on Sunday mornings.  

Church is who we are as disciples of Jesus Christ throughout the week.  That doesn’t 

mean we stand in the middle of our workplace, hold our Bibles high, and proclaim the 

Word – calling all our fellow workers to repentance (although, many of our workplaces 

could use that).  It simply means that we live our lives in such a way that we are a true 

reflection of Jesus Christ, and that is a 24 hour-a-day calling. 

 The Act part of our Believe series is all about how we take the concepts we said 

in part one that we truly believe and act on those beliefs.  This has been called ‘where 

the rubber meets the road” or “walking the walk and not just talking the talk.”  

Whatever you call it, it means being the same person throughout the week that you are 

on Sunday morning.  It is truly an understanding of the old saying “What would Jesus 

do?” And following His example in your dealings with everyone you come into contact 

with.   

 Can we act on these stated beliefs in our dealings at home with our family – 

even when we are tired?  Can we act on these beliefs in our workplace – even when 

actions by others make it difficult?  Can we act on these beliefs on the road – even 

when we get stuck behind that driver who doesn’t seem to know where they are going, 

or get tailgated, or get cut off?  Can we act on these beliefs in such a way that those 

around us want to know what it is that allows us to rise above the things of live that 

drag so many down?  When that happens, it is our invitation to share with them about 

the life-changing power of Jesus Christ who can cause that same change in their lives. 

continued on page 2  
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 continued from page 1 

 When was the last time you felt so strongly about your faith that you invited 

someone to our church?  This is our call to mission!  It is not something you do because the 

pastor told you to.  It is what you want to do to introduce a friend to Jesus and a love that 

they will find hard to imagine.  It is something you do because you want to introduce them 

to a family that will love them as Christ does and will support and pray for them in good 

times and bad. 

 As we continue through the ACT part of Believe, look deeply at where your life is in 

Christ and perhaps where you would like it to be.  Your life will only grow in Christ if you 

want it to – if you are willing to work at it by putting into practice your beliefs.  This section 

will run through June 12.  We will take a summer break from Believe and dive into part 

three – BE, on the Sunday after Labor Day weekend. 

Have you checked our churches out on the internet?  Both churches have their own 

website with a great deal of information about who we are as a church family and what 

kinds of activities are happening in the life of our church.  Simply go to the internet and type 

botkinsumc.org or annaumc.org and that will lead you to our two websites. 

Remember, that if you missed some of the messages of our Believe Series, you can 

access them from our church website.  It is most helpful to keep the flow of the entire 

series going.  I am so grateful to Abby Lightle for taking the time to post them each week 

and to Amanda Schmerge for creating a link on the Botkins website to go to the posted 

messages.  These ladies have done a wonderful job of creating and maintaining our church 

websites.  If you haven’t been there, you really should take the time to check them out. 

On the homepage there are various tabs that take you to other informational 

sections of our website.  If you have questions or suggestions for our websites, please feel 

free to share.  If you have an expertise in this area and would like to help with it in some 

way, we would welcome that as well.  

Church Websites 

Believe  

 Haven’t our churches looked fabulous during the Easter Season?  We all need to 

appreciate and thank our D.A.S.H. teams for taking care of decorating God’s house in such a 

beautiful way.  If you’re not sure what that means, it is Decorations Altar Scheduling and 

Hospitality.  Perhaps you have a flare for this kind of thing and would like to be a part of one 

of these teams.  Talk to Pastor Randy or the leaders of the teams any time.  At Botkins, 

Connie Mielke heads that team up.  At Anna, Jill Boyd and Rhonda Anderson are the 

leaders.  If you have not been asked by this team to be a Sunday morning greeter or a 

server for Holy Communion but would like to, talk to one of those team leaders about that 

as well.  They would love to have you help serve your church family in one of those ways. 

DASH 
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Have you ever gotten to church, ready for the offering and found that you are 

out of checks?  What about vacation time, and you realize – far from home – that you 

forgot to make provision for making your weekly offering to the God who has offered 

you all?  That is no longer a problem.  Janice and I have faced both situations, but we 

are now able to take advantage of something new we are trying at our churches – 

online giving. 

You can, at any time if you have access to the internet, make a contribution to 

the work of God in our churches.  Remember that is what our offerings are all about – 

doing the work God has called us to as His church.  If you go to either church website 

(botkinsumc.org or  

annaumc.org) you will see a tab marked “Online Giving.”  Just click on that tab and it 

will take you to our church donation site.  I have created three tabs for giving:  general 

(which goes into the general budget to be used as needed for the mission of the 

church); benevolence (given for mission work only); and building fund (to pat off the 

loans for building projects at both churches). 

 The first time you do this, you will be asked to create an account like all 

internet giving or bill paying.  You’ll need to create a username and a password.  After 

that, each time you go to the site, you will just have to use those to login.  I have 

included a picture of what the site looks like, but feel free to talk to me if you have any 

questions at all.   

 I do want to remind everyone that this is purely an optional way of giving to 

make it more convenient for you to help the ministry of our church.  No one has to use 

this and it will not be used as a way of tracking how much anyone gives.  That – as 

always – is between you and God.  The site will monthly generate a report sent to you 

to keep for your records.  I have copied what the page looks like so you can familiarize 

yourselves with it before going  to the website.  A sample of the online site page can be 

found on page 4 of this newsletter. 

Online Offering 

Happy Mother’s Day & Fathers Day 

 As I was searching for inspirational quotes for Mother’s & Father’s Day I asked God to guide me 
during this process.  During this process I realized one particular scripture verse kept appearing before me 
as I kept reading the different biblical verses.  As usual I kept saying to myself no not that one everyone 
hears that one all the time, but then I realized I had asked God to guide my search and I wasn’t listening to 
him as so many of us are guilty of.  Here is where my search led me in 2016 with God’s guidance. 
 

Exodus 20:12  

Honor your father and  your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 

 

May you be blessed with the love of your children this Mother’s & Father’s Day! 

Ask Us About 
our  

Pray - As - Go 
Plan! 

Humor for the Day 
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Sample of Website Online Offering Page 
Donations 

If you’ve already created a profile, please “Log In” on the 
right, otherwise 

General Operating: 

  

  

 

Building Fund: 

  

  

 

Benevolence: 

  

  

 

Total: 
 
 

 

Donation 
Frequency:   

(About recurring 
donations) 

 

Donation Start 
Date:   

  mm/dd/yy    

Continue 

Log In   

 

Log In 
Forgot your Email Address or Password? 

  
Create Your Online Profile 

 

Create Profile 

Email Address: 
 

Password 

 

 

Email 
Address:  

Password: 
 

 

Outreach Nurture & Care - Nothing finalized to date, TBA. 

Trustees Committee - When the weather gets nicer work will begin on the cement steps 
on the street side West entrance and the retaining wall & blocks on the East side. 

Children/Youth -  Sunday School 

 Date   Title    Key Verse 
 May 1   Single Mindedness  Matthew 6:33 
 May 8   Total Surrender   Romans 12:1 
 May 15   Biblical Community  Acts 2:44 
 May 22   Spiritual Gifts   Romans 12:6 
 May 29   Offering My Time   Colossians 3:17 
 June 5   Giving My Resources  2 Corinthians 8:7 
 June 12   Sharing My Faith   Ephesians 6:20 
 Summer Break Begins  

Committee Reports 

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=0pSSSRKQGGcerD--MpGy2itspVFR45cKPqRDvXHjgrOcGfyeW9UgVg-GZCStb8bMBmZRulA9dEedz-O7lgbt90jsgeLIrGczbs1lSBhGMEiGQe4Z2v0tuvwstAK1gDvDNvvvYlbMP48iLTpoNeF4TdSJKwjR2Zt43g7Mn031yR1fcy5mxmuMfYqMPfTcs-mydTq
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Time for a Challenge 

 Every time I think of all that Jesus did for me, I am 

challenged to think, “What more could I and should I be doing 

for Him?”  I would think that anyone who has truly thought 

about Jesus Christ giving His life as the price for our sins, would 

entertain similar thoughts.  Don’t get me wrong.  I think both of 

our churches do a great job of being in ministry for Christ 

through our giving.  I have shared several times that what we put 

into the collection plates on Sunday mornings is our way of being 

involved in the mission of the church – “…to make disciples of Jesus 

Christ for the transformation of the world.”  We regularly support folks 

involved in the mission field because they have the time and the calling to go out 

into the world, and most of us don’t.  Through our giving, we become a part of their 

service, and this is something we should celebrate.  Both churches, in the connectional 

giving report put out by the Conference, were once again recognized for giving 100% of 

their apportionments for 2015.  That is truly amazing, and I couldn’t be prouder of your 

commitment. 

 But here is the challenge.  Jesus literally gave until it hurt, and then continued to 

give until there was nothing left to give.  By comparison, we give so little.  Perhaps it’s 

time we show the extent of our love for God by hurting a little.  Both churches are paying 

on loans that have been used to take care of God’s house in some way.   Some people 

give to the building fund regularly.  Some give once in a while.  Some started at the church 

after this was set up and may not even know to give towards this.  Janice and I give 

regularly to the building fund of both churches.  To us, it is just one way we can support 

the ministry of our churches that God has called all of us to. 

 My dream, as your pastor, is that we pay off these loans much quicker than 

anyone would have thought possible, and then continue to give the same amount to the 

church, praying that God will direct us to use these extra funds in the way that will best 

serve Him.  I want to challenge all of us to pray about making a commitment to make this 

happen at both of our churches.  Whatever we do must be bathed in prayer.   

 Every church has people in a great variety of financial positions.  There are folks 

with children that require finances there.  There are older folks on fixed incomes.  There 

are folks who have the resources but haven’t thought about giving more to God.  

Wherever you are, pray that God will share with you what He wants you to do.  Whether 

you’re a child who wants to help by putting a few cents a week in an envelope marked 

‘building fund’ or someone who has little but decides to put in a dollar a week or someone 

who feels God nudging you to do more, together we can accomplish this if our focus is on 

doing this little thing for the One who did so much for us. 

Reminder: 
United 

Methodist 
Church  

Bake Sale & 
Garage Sale 

May 13 & 14th at 
Jerry & Carol 

Vaughan’s house!! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
Rita Baumer 
Joe Schnippel 

7 

8 9 10 

Tom & Rita 
Baumer 

11 12 13 14 

Loren Valentine 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 
Joe Bellmer 
Sarah Bellmer 

23 24 25 

Andrew Gill 

26 

Jim & Bonnie 
Bellmer 

27 28 

Randy & Janice 
Locker 

29 

Erica Payne 

30 31 

Risa Monfort 

 

May 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 

Melannie Hennon 

3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 

Carol Vaughan 

10 

Janice Locker 

11 

Barbara Dunnigan 
Alan & Jennifer 
Locker 

12 13 14 15 

Tom Baumer 

16 

Kya Skinner 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 

Dave & Connie 
Mielke 

28 29 30  

June 2016 



Page 7 Botkins United Methodist Church 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

May item is 

Juice (Assorted Flavors) 

*Please no grapefruit .  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  6th Sunday of 
Easter 

Communion 
Servers: Jim & 
Bonnie Bellmer 

 

Greeters:  Jim & 
Bonnie Bellmer & 
family 

2 3 4Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

Choir  7 pm 
At Botkins 

 

5  

National Day of 
Prayer 

Shelby County 
Courthouse 

6 May Friendship 
Day 

To celebrate 
relationships among 
church women of the 
community; offering 
funds Church 
Women United 

7 

8  

7th Sunday of 
Easter 

Ascension Sunday 

Mother’s Day 

 

Greeter:  

Lisa Bodenmiller 

9 

 

Botkins  

Church Council 
Meeting 7 P.M. 

10 11Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

Choir  7 pm 
At Anna 

12 

Botkins UMW 
Meeting  

7:00 P.M. 
At:  Jerry & 

Carol Vaughan’s 
house 

13 14 

15  

Day of Pentecost 

 

 

 

Greeters:  Jon & 
Lori Boyd & family 

16 17 18 Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

Choir  7 pm 
At Botkins 

19 20 21 

22  

1st Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Trinity Sunday 

 

 

Greeter:  Betty 
Buehler 

23 24 Aldersgate Day 

To recall John 
Wesley’s experience 
of assurance of his 
salvation by God’s 
grace on 5/24/1738, 
in a meeting room 
on Aldersgate Street 
in London. 

 

25 Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 
Last Choir  7 pm 

At Anna 

26 27 28 

29 

2nd Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 

 

 

Greeters:  Jim & 
Lyn Degen 

30 

Memorial Day 

31 

 

May 2016 

Christian Family Week May 2nd - 8th 

Botkins UMC Community Garage 
Sale & Bake Sale 

At:  Jerry & Carol Vaughn’s house 
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Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

June item is 

Vegetable Oil or Crisco 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

 

2 3 4  

5   3rd Sunday 
aft.er Pentecost 

Communion 
Servers:  Charles & 
Kathleen Freeman 

Greeters:  Charles 
& Kathleen 
Freeman 

6 7 8 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

 

9 

Botkins UMW 
Ladies Night Out 

TBA 

6:00 P.M. 

10 11 

12 

4th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

 

 

 

Greeters:  Dave & 
Connie Mielke 

13 

 

Botkins  

Church Council 
Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

14 15 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

 
 

16 17 18 

19 

5th Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Father’s Day 

Greeters:  Mike & 
Vickie Neuman & 
family 

20 21 22 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

 
 

23 24 25 

26 

6th Sunday  after 
Pentecost 

 

 

 

Greeter:  Mary Jo 
Raberding 

27 28 29 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

 

 

30  

June 2016 

  Pastor Randy & Janice  on Vacation June 14th - 27th 

Pastor Randy & Janice  on Vacation June 14th - 27th 

 

Pastor Randy & Janice at Lakeside for Annual Conference 5t h - 8th 


