
 Now we take a break – or do we?  We started our Believe series in January, 

focusing on what it truly is as Christians that we believe – from God to salvation to the 

Bible to the church.  This was the first ten chapters – the beliefs of our faith.  In the second 

ten chapters of the Believe series we have been focusing on the practices that should 

naturally flow out of those ten key beliefs.  Notice I said naturally flow.  Our faith is like 

anything else in life.  It takes work.  But the beauty of our faith and the work we put into 

acting out of what we believe is that we will know when we have put our beliefs into 

practice the way God desires because it will flow naturally.  We won’t have to force it 

because it will be truly a reflection of who we are. 

 It is good that we take some time away from the book before diving into the last 

ten chapters.  We need that time to reflect on everything we have studied and focus on how 

we are making these beliefs become a natural part of our lives – to the point that we act the 

way God desires without even thinking about it.  The credo of the United Methodist 

Church is to, “…make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”  If we 

make a true disciple of Jesus Christ – it will transform their world.  As we talked about in 

chapter twenty – the best way to do this is simply to live out our faith. 

 I’ve often said that if we live as true believers – as true disciples of Jesus Christ – 

others will marvel at the light of Christ that our lives radiate and they will want what we 

have.  I would love to hear your stories of opportunities that were presented to you to 

share your faith with someone.  It would be great if you were led to write your experience 

down and share it in a future newsletter.  That way we can do what the body of Christ likes 

to do the most – celebrate receiving a new part of that body. 

 Part one of Believe was preceded by the question, “What do I believe?”  Part two 

asked, “What should I do?”  I truly hope you will spend your summer thinking about how 

those two questions are being worked out in your own lives.  When we come back to our 

Believe series after Labor Day the beginning question will be, “Who am I becoming?”  The 

more firmly we understand – deeply – what it is we believe, and have spent time working 

out how we put those beliefs into practice, not just on Sunday morning, but every minute 

of every day of our lives – the more exciting it will be to dive into this last part and see if 

we are truly becoming the children of God He longs for us to become. 

Please Join Us for a Service At: 

Botkins United Methodist  Church 

Sunday School 8:00 A.M. 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

                 OR 

Anna United Methodist Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Randy Locker  

Phone:   937-726-3318  

E-mail:  lrlocker@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leader: 

Evonne Schnippel 

Phone:   937-693-6003 

 

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders: 

Abby Lightle 

Phone:  937-726-7044 

Randy Boyd 

Phone: 937-710-3721 
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 Tar Hollow Christian Adventure Camp – over fifty years and still going strong!  
Several of the youth of our churches as well as adults working in various capacities will be once 
again making the trek down to Tar Hollow State Park near Chillicothe, Ohio from August 6-
13.  They will of course be accompanied by Pastor Randy and Youth Pastor, Abby Lightle. 
 

 The week will find the campers – students going into their seventh grade year of 
school to last year’s graduates – listening to a special keynote address each day which they will 
then break into small groups to discuss.  This year's keynoter is Therese Lehman from Prospect 
UMC; Therese has been very active in the Piqua Chrysalis community.  The theme for this 
year's camp is “Be Still. Know God.”  In addition to keynote, there will be a morning and 
evening service each day shared by the different pastors who attend.  There are special services 
each year, like the Galilean service on the lake and the Thursday night Consecration Service.  
There are always exciting opportunities during the day that range from hiking to canoeing, to 
arts and crafts, just to name a few.  The kitchen crew always fixes wonderful meals.  A few 
nights the campers have some extra fun by sharing a talent (or cheering on friends) during 
Cabaret and there is a dance, “Prom”. 
 

 As far as you – the rest of our church family – we need you during this time as well.  
Start praying even now that God will use the week of camp to touch lives in a very meaningful 
way.  We do offer scholarships for students who aren’t able to afford the cost of camp, if you 
would like to donate to the scholarships please put your donation in the offering plate and 
write “Tar Hollow” on the memo line.  During the week we are there, please pray for all the 
campers and staff.  You can even have fun writing a note to send to a camper.  Their day is 
always brightened when their name is called out to receive mail.  To send mail, please use the 
address below campers and staff would love to hear from you, just make sure you leave enough 
time for it to get there!  (You can even put a silly nickname in it, they will read it out loud 
during mail call!)     Tar Hollow Resident Camp 

(Insert Name of Camper/Staff) 
16396 Tar Hollow Road 
Laurelville, OH  43135  

 WHEN:  Sunday - September 25th  

 WHERE:  Botkins Community Park 

 TIME:   1:00 P.M. 

 PROVIDED:  Hot Dogs & Burgers on the grill & table service 

 BRING:  Drinks, Covered Dish, Lawn Chair if desired &  

    your family & friends. 
  

 Enjoy an afternoon with your church family and catch up on what has been going 

on this summer with everyone.  Many times after the church service there is just not 

enough time to talk to your Pastor & Janice and others in the congregation to enjoy each 

other’s company.  Please SAVE THIS DATE and join the fun!!!!!!! 

Annual Church Picnic 

Church Camp 
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The Membership Nurture & Outreach Team met on June 1st to discuss and plan for 

upcoming events.  They decided to get something special for our fathers on Father’s Day to 

show how much our dads mean to us.  They worked on finalizing plans for our second annual 

church picnic.  This year’s picnic will be held at the Botkins park on Sunday afternoon, 

September 25th.  They worked on plans for two upcoming meals.  One is our mission of 

serving a meal at the Alpha Center in Sidney.  That will be on Tuesday, September 13th.  

Anyone is welcome to help with this.  They usually get to the Alpha Center about 5:00.  

Pastor Randy shares a short message and then they serve the meal around 6:00.  The other 

discussion of the meeting centered on developing a menu for the dinner our church will serve 

for the Delta Kappa Gamma group this fall.  This is a church-wide project that will be a fund-

raiser for our church 

   THEME: Deep Sea Discovery 

   WHEN:   July 10th - 14th 

   TIME:  6 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. 

   PLACE: Anna United Methodist Church 

   PROGRAM: July 17th at 2:00 p.m. at Anna UMC 

 

    On-line registration is available 

Bring a friend and dive in! 

Donate Cookies, be a Kitchen Helper, Teacher etc. Volunteer!! 

The Membership Nurture & Outreach Team 

Vacation Bible School 

A big Thank You to Evonne Schnippel, Jared Boyd, Randy Boyd, Abby Lightle and all of the 
people who stepped up to deliver wonderful Sunday Service to us while the Pastor & Janice 
were on vacation and away at the Annual conference.  Great job everyone! 

Thank You 
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 From Sunday, June 5th through Wednesday, June 8th, Janice – as our churches’ lay 

delegate - and I represented you at the Annual Conference of our West Ohio Conference of 

the United Methodist Church.  Each year - usually in June - all clergy members and an equal 

number of lay members selected from local churches within West Ohio attend the Annual 

Conference session to meet together to worship, fellowship, and conduct the business of the 

conference. During these sessions, members of the conference hear reports of past and 

ongoing work; adopt future goals, programs and budgets; ordain clergy members as deacons 

and elders; and elect delegates to Jurisdictional and General Conferences (every 4 years). Our 

bishop,  

 General Conference was held this year in May in Portland, Oregon.  Clergy and Lay 

Delegates from all over the world were there to represent their part of the United Methodist 

Church.  There had been much anticipation (as there has been the last few General 

Conferences) about how the Church would deal with a topic that has caused other mainline 

churches to actually split.  That is the issue of homosexuality.  Our Book of Discipline has 

always encouraged us as Christians to be loving and forgiving just as God has been to us, but it 

has always stated that the church would not recognize an ordained pastor who professes to this 

sexual orientation.  Neither does it allow for pastors to perform marriage ceremonies for such 

couples.  As has been done since the Bible has existed, people from both sides of the issue have 

used selected scripture verses to support their feelings.  The decision that was reached at 

General Conference was to appoint a commission of bishops to spend the next four years 

scripturally studying this issue and come back with a recommendation moving forward. 

 I would encourage all of us to keep these bishops in our prayers.  This will not be an 

easy task as this has been a topic that has sparked heated debate.  From my standpoint as your 

pastor, I will say two things:  first, I feel much more comfortable leaving this task in the hands 

of those who are veteran, Biblical scholars rather than tackle it with my limited knowledge; 

and second, I sincerely hope and pray that we will stay united as the “United Methodist 

Church.”  Our church, collectively, does so much good in the world because we are able to 

pull from a large resource – the people of the United Methodist Church around the world.  If 

that resource is split, it will hamper our efforts to be the hands and feet of Christ in this world. 

 What can and should you do?  Pray and love!  Pray for those tasked with making 

decisions that will affect us all.  Pray for open hearts to accept decisions thoughtfully made.  

Pray for each other to remember that as Paul stated in Romans – we are all sinners and fall 

short of the glory of God.  And then, love.  Love God and love you neighbor as yourself.  That is 

what Jesus himself told us, isn’t it?  He didn’t say just love those you agree with.  We all do way 

too much judging in this world. And that is to be left to God.  So let us just focus on the ‘love’ 

part. 

      Pastor Randy 

2016 Annual Conference 

Pray and love!   

Pray for those 

tasked with 

making 

decisions that 

will affect us 

all.   

Pray for open 

hearts to accept 

decisions 

thoughtfully 

made.   



Page 5 Botkins United 

John 13:34 says "A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another." (NIV translation).   The 'Love 1 More' outreach that we will be doing 
this summer is a great way for us to fulfill this command.  Each year for the past 5 years the 
youth have gone on a mission trip to another state to help repair homes.  The past couple 
years a few of us adult leaders have said in passing how awesome it would be to do something 
like this at home, in our community.  It's not a decision or venture that was taken on a whim, 
it's a project that has been in our minds and on our hearts for some time.  And now, this year 
is the year, this year we will make it happen.  Imagine what would happen in our community 
if each person took time to love just one more person. We'll be doing outreach to connect 
with the community and show love. There will be a way for everyone to participate, regardless 
of age or ability; anything from home construction to making meals to supply runs to the 
prayer team - we need each member of the church family to help.  If you're able to use a ham-
mer, a nail gun, a shovel, your hands, a screwdriver, a crowbar, or anything in between there 
is something you can do to help! 
 
The house we will be working on is located in Botkins.  The homeowner has lived there for 
44 years and is so deserving of our help!  When going to meet her and get measurements for 
the house it made me sad to see the struggles and damage to the house, but it made my heart 
so happy to know that we could help her.  It may seem like 4 days at one house is a lot but 
believe me, there is plenty to do to improve her living situation.  Some of the work we hope 
to do includes the following; replacing the roof on the house and garage, tackling some land-
scaping, repairing and rebuilding the ramp entrance, painting a portion of the house, and 
repairing the front porch so that she can once again sit on her porch and enjoy her flow-
ers...and possibly a few other surprise projects. 
 
We are trying to finalize the schedule and get all volunteers lined up for the four days of 
work.  If you're interested in helping please fill out the form on our website by July 10, it can 
be found under the ‘What's Happening’ tab, and then click outreach.  The outreach will take 
place Thursday July 21 through Sunday July 24 and work days will be 7:30am-4:30pm (with a 
delayed start on Sunday).  Anyone participating in the construction and/or ground crew will 
also need to fill out an additional brief medical form.  Each evening (after giving time to 
shower…) there will be a meal and a 20-25 minute worship service open to all that will in-
clude a video summary of what was accomplished that day, a little music, a brief message, and 
a run down of the schedule for the next day.  If you're available to help at any point during 
that time there's a spot for you!  Afraid to take a day off?  I firmly believe that you will be 
blessed beyond a day's paycheck.  We are also still looking for donations to help cover cost, 
are you able to donate and help cover the cost of supplies or know a company that may be 
able to help provide donations?  Please reach out to them or let Abby Lightle, Mark Pulfer, 
Sarah Holobaugh, or Pastor Randy now. 

‘Love One More’ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 Steve & 
Kristen Doss 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 Lorie 
Hennon 

11 Jim Bellmer 12 13 14 15 16 

17Charles 
Freeman 

18 19 20 21 22 Tom & Risa 
Monfort 

23 

24 Jason 
Schmerge 
Andrew & 
Emily Gill 

25 26 27 28 29 30 Jarrod 
Underwood 

31  

July 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 Charles & 
Kathleen 
Freeman 

 

4 5 6 

7 8 Landon 
Sanders 

9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 Marti 
Skinner 

16 17 18 19 

Piper Payne 

20 

21 Shelby 
Boyd 

22 23 24 Derek & 
Jessica Skinner 

25 Amanda 
Schmerge 

26 27 

28 Gail 
Lindeman 

29 30 31  

August 2016 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2  
 

Pray Every Day!!   

3 7th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 

Communion 
Servers & 
Greeters:  Ryan & 
Cory Sanders 
family 

4 

 

Independence 
Day 

5 

 

 

 

6 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

7 8 9 

10 8th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 

 

Greeters:  Jason & 
Amanda 
Schmerge & 
family 

11 12 13  
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

14 15 16 

17 9th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 

 

VBS Program  

2:00 pm at AUMC 

 

Greeter: 
Evonne Schnippel 

18 

 

Anna Church 
Council Meeting  

7:00 P.M. 

19 20 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

21 22 23 

24 10th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 

Greeters: Derek & 
Jessica Skinner & 
family 

25 

Botkins Church 
Council Meeting 

7 P.M. 

26 27 
 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

28 29 30 

31 11th Sunday 
after 
Pentecost 

 

Greeters: 

Randy & Sherrill 
Skinner 

 

July 2016 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

July item is 

Liquid Laundry Soap 

Vacation Bible School 10th—14th  

6:00-8:30 P.M. 

Mission Outreach Project 21st - 24th 

   Project ends 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3  

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 
Pastor Office 

Hours 
8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

 

4 5 6 

7 12th Sunday 
aft. Pentecost 

 

Communion 
Servers:  Andrew & 
Emily Gill 

 

Greeters:  Jerry & 
Carol Vaughan 

8 

 

 

9 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 12 13 

14 13th Sunday 
aft. Pentecost 

 

Tar Hollow 
Campers Share 

Service 

 

Greeters:  
 Rita Baumer & 
family 

15 

 

 

 

 

16 17   

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

 
Jackson Center -

School Starts  
 

 

18 19 20 

21 14th Sunday 
aft. Pentecost 

 

 

Greeters:   

Jim & Bonnie 
Bellmer & family 

22 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairlawn - School 
Starts 

23 24  Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

 
Botkins & Anna  
- School Starts 

25 26 27 

28 15th Sunday 
aft. Pentecost 

 

 

 

 

Greeter:   
Lisa Bodenmiller 

29 30 31 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 
Pastor Office 

Hours 
8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

 

 

 

August 2016 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

August item is 

Liquid Bath Soap or 

Shampoo 

Relay for Life 

Tar Hollow Christian Adventure Camp August 6-13 


