
 The West Ohio Conference met June 4-7, at Lakeside on the shore of Lake Erie. 
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer presided over the conference under the theme “Be Not Afraid, 
Facing the Future!” 

 The conference celebrated the return of Bishop Palmer for his second 
quadrennium as Episcopal leader. Bishop Palmer leads 162,842 members 1,568 clergy in 
the 1,020 churches within the West Ohio Conference. 

 Palmer, who through his Episcopal Address and preaching, reminded the 
congregation that “God’s word to us always, in every situation, in good report and in or 
bad report, in the land that flows with milk and honey or in the land of exile is: BE NOT 
AFRAID.” 

 A member of the Commission on a Way Forward, Palmer challenged the 
conference, “My friends we’ve got to shorten the list, in all our relationships, about what 
are the deal breakers and decide what are the things that will hold us together. This is the 
United Methodist way. We always begin with what we hold in common with other 
Christians,” he said. 

 Bishop Palmer spoke candidly of gun violence and opiate (opioid) addiction in the 
United States and specifically within the boundaries of the conference. “It isn’t going to go 
away by our not talking about it. It’s not going to get better because we don’t talk about it,” 
he said. Recognizing the overwhelming statistics, Palmer encouraged the conference 
attendees to act with urgency, to have conversations inside the church and with community 
leaders, to educate themselves and those in their neighborhoods. 

 “You just make up your mind you’re the light. You just make up your mind that 
you’ve been given the light. You just make up your mind to walk in the light and you will 
start piercing-- the darkness,” said Palmer. 

 The Rev. Dr. Elaine Heath, Dean of the Duke Divinity School, led two learning 
sessions. An elder in The United Methodist Church, Heath is the author of God Unbound: 
Wisdom from Galatians for the Anxious Church. 

 "God is doing a new thing,” Heath said. She invited the conference members to 
put anxiety aside, to open their hearts and minds to the possibilities, and to accept that this 
is the right time to try new ways of listening to and reaching people for Christ. “God is not 
bound by our anxiety or our shrunken imaginations.”        Continued on page 2... 
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M i s s i o n a r i e s  

 The conference celebrated in the commissioning of Missionary Elizabeth Heft. She 
will serve in Palestine. Gaston and Jeanne Ntambo, missionaries from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, shared life-saving stories of the Wings of the Morning, an aviation 
mission supported in large part by the people of the conference. Church and Community 
Worker, Mariellen Grace continues to serve at the Charitable Pharmacy in Columbus, Ohio. 
 

G e n e r o s i t y 

 The conference paid 100 percent of its apportionment commitment for the 5th 
consecutive year. Also, West Ohio is leading the denomination in mission giving. George 
Howard of United Methodist General Board of Global Ministries presented the conference 
with the agency’s two top awards: 2016 Highest Total amount given to United Methodist 
Committee on Relief and the 2016 Highest total amount of Giving to the Advance totaling 
$1,889,495. 

 The West Ohio Conference launched the Light the Way Campaign. Light the Way 
is a focused plan to develop new faith communities and increase the number of highly vital 
existing congregations. The offering received just over $1.1 million, in cash and written 
intentions to give, from churches, districts and individuals. 

 

C o n f e r e n c e  B u s i n e s s 

During the session’s times of holy conferencing, members: 

 Voted on five amendments to the denomination’s Constitution, including one that 
addresses discrimination against women and girls within the UMC. The results of these 
votes will be announced after all the United Methodists, worldwide, cast their ballots. 

 Approved apportioning $22.3 million for 2018 which reflects no change over 2017. 

 Passed Conference Board of Pension and Health Benefits recommendation for the 
continued offering of retiree health care and established eligibility for participation in 
the active health insurance plan. It was also reported that the clergy pension plan 
remains fully funded. 

 Passed limiting the maximum number of years of eligibility for all Equitable 
Compensations grants to 5 years per pastor or church 

 Affirmed the human rights of all migrants, immigrants, refugees and foreign 
students and others on extended visas to the United States, and through its offices and 
congregations will seek to provide opportunities for such persons to attain legal status, if 
desired. The conference will actively oppose xenophobic, racist, anti-Semitic, anti-Christian 
and anti-Muslim threats against all persons. 

 The conference ordained 14 elders (This included Rob Ulmer of Jackson Center and Bill 
Halter of Maplewood and Lockington.), received one elder into full membership recognizing his 
ordination from another denomination, ordained five deacons, and commissioned 5 
provisional deacons and 22 provisional elders. Thirty-five clergy, representing 884 total years 
of service, retired.         

Annual Conference 2017 Summary continued... 
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 Its Fair Time: 

 Event     Starts    Ends   Where 
 Shelby County Fair   July 23rd  July 29th  Sidney, Ohio  
 Ohio State Fair    July 26th  August 6th  Columbus, Ohio 
 Auglaize County Fair   July 30th   August 5th  Wapakoneta, Ohio 
 Allen County  Fair   August 18th   August 26th  Lima, Ohio 
 Darke County Fair   August 18th  August 26th  Greenville, Ohio 
 VanWert County Fair   August 30th   September 4th  VanWert, Ohio 

Upcoming Summer Events 

 This year the Botkins and Anna Methodist churches mission project recipient was 91 year old  Helen Lamastus, 

507 East Main Street, Anna, Ohio.  Abby Lightle, Anna youth leader,  and Mayor Mark Pulfer spearheaded the mission 

project for the second year in a row for the churches.  Helen is a member of the Anna United Methodist Church, and 

was overheard by Abby telling a friend she had a leak in her roof and how expensive it is to have it repaired.   

 The mission trip project began on June 1st and was completed by June 4th.  The work the 54 church volunteers 

(this does not include all 

those who prayed daily for 

the project) completed 

was  compr ised  of 

replacing the roof, 

sprucing up the front 

porch,  landscaping, 

overhauling the shed, 

painting window frames 

and power-washing and re

-staining Lasmastus’s 

outdoor furniture.  Pastor 

Randy said the work was 

divided by the volunteers 

ability.  Volunteers ranged in the ages of 9 to over 70.  The entire community is encouraged to help out with the project.  

Mayor Pulfer and Lightle handle all the behind the scene work such as getting the volunteers, ordering the materials 

needed and finding donors for the materials.  Donations (besides the wonderful meals that were provided for lunch and 

dinner each day) totaled $3200.  In addition to the work done on the property, prayer walks were held in both Botkins 

and Anna.  Thank you to everyone who was a volunteer and made the mission project a success. 

‘Love One More’ 



 We will be involved in the Salvation Army’s project “School Tools” from now 
until early August.  Each year, through this program with generous donations from people 
throughout the county, the Salvation Army helps an average of 500 students in school all 
over the county.   

 There will be receptacles noted for this collection at both churches.  Supplies are 
given to students from kindergarten through 12th grade.  The list of items is: 

 

Elmer’s glue sticks 

Crayola crayons (8, 24, 48) 

Elmer’s white glue 

Scissors 

Pink Pearl erasers 

#2 pencils 

Ink pens 

Ruler with inches & centimeters 

Crayola markers 

Crayola colored pencils 

Folders with pockets 

Wide-ruled notebook paper 

Watercolor paints 

School box 

Spiral notebooks 

 Bring things in as often as you can.  Write yourself a note for when you go to the 
store for anything else to pick up some of these supplies.  There are so many children that 
lack these basic needs.  This is our opportunity to be Christ to those in need.  

Do you remember in January when you filled out a card stating your com-

mitment to God for 2017?  It may have been a financial commitment - to 

give more to the missions of your church; it may have been service oriented 

- to serve God and His church in some way.  How are you doing?  As our 

pastor, I continue to pray over the stack of cards each day.  I pray that God 

will remind you of your commitment and that He will bless you in the keep-

ing of those commitments. 



 We are nearing that time of year once again where we start to 
think about our fall charge conference.  Each year, the United Methodist 
Church requires each church to go through this process.  Part of the 
process is handled by our SPR team.  That is Staff Parish Relations, 
whose job it is to oversee the relationship that any staff (pastor, custodi-
ans, secretaries, etc.) hired by the church has with the parish—the peo-
ple of our church.  If you ever have a question or a concern about the 
job any of those hired are doing, you should always go directly to them 
first to discuss that concern.  The SPR team would be the next group 
concerns should be discussed with.  They are tasked with helping eve-
ryone stay on the same goal - to “...make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.”  This team, in consultation with finance, 
make recommendations on salary considerations for those hired by the 
church.  They make their recommendation to the church 
council, but this is also presented to the church during the 
charge conference.  We always make it a ‘church confer-
ence,’ which means it is open to all members to attend and 
not just the church council members.  It is always a good 
idea to attend this conference to keep up with your church. 

 The nominations team is charged with keeping our 
standing committees filled with those having a desire to 
serve their church in various ways, and everyone should 
seek to serve in some way.  If you aren’t asked - make it 
your goal to ask someone on this team how you can serve.  
They can talk to you about the various teams you could be 
a part of and make suggestions as to where help might be 
needed.  The bottom line is this:  when you become a 
member of a church, you are saying to God, “Here I am, 
Lord.  Use me where You need me.” 

 Children’s Ministries continues to help our kids learn 
about God and Jesus through Sunday School, Sparkplugs 
after school program at Anna, Vacation Bible School, and 
other such activities.  Maybe God is calling you to help in 
this area? 

 Our Outreach/Membership team works to 
strengthen our members and then lead them in 
reaching out to others.  They continue to lead us in 
reaching out in so many ways to help people near 
and far.  Maybe your gifts lie here? 

 God is calling you to more than just being in 
church on Sunday morning.  Listen to His call with 
your heart, and then answer that call.  Pastor 
Randy is always ready to talk to you to help you 
discern your call. 
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Vacation Bible School 

“Wow, God!” is what the children said this week every time they 
heard the key Bible point for the day in each one of the stations 
and “Wow, God!” is what we all should say about the amazing 
week God put together for all the kids and adults who had a part 
in it.  This year’s theme was Maker Fun Factory-Created by 
God, Built for a Purpose. 

Three churches- the Anna and Botkins United Methodists and 
St. Paul’s Lutheran combined their resources for the fifth year to 
present this Vacation Bible School as an outreach to the sur-
rounding communities. 

There were 37 adult and teen workers and volunteers from the 
three churches who were involved in the planning and running 
of VBS this year.  In addition, there were also cookie bakers 
who used their talents to treat the kids one of the days.  A 

HUGE thank you goes out to all those who were involved in the success of the 
program this year. 

Each day the children traveled to five stations located around the Anna church.  
At each station, activities such as music, videos and snacks, games, crafts and 
Bible storytelling were used to reinforce the daily Bible point. A new Bible verse 
was also introduced and related to the kids at the Opening music session. 

Attendance for the week ranged from 60 children on Sunday to 69 children on 
Thursday.  Children from age 3 to 6

th
 grade participated this year.  The children 

were also able to be a part of a food drive during the week.  Children were chal-
lenged to donate 200 cans by the end of the week.  Not only did they meet that 
goal but they exceeded it.  281 cans will be donated to the St. Jacob’s Lutheran 
food pantry in Anna. 

 Each day the children traveled to five stations around the church.  At 
each station activities such as music, videos, games, snacks, games, and story 
telling reinforced the daily Bible Points that you see below.  A new Bible verse 
was also introduced and connected to the Bible Points during the opening and 
closing music times. 

To end the week the children presented a program Thursday evening to a 
packed house of families and friends to showcase all they had learned during 
the week.  It truly was an amazing week.   

Wow, God! 

God Made You! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

2 

 

Steve & Kirstin Doss 

3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 

Lorie Hennon 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 

Charles Freeman 

18 19 20 21 22 

Tom & Risa 
Monfort 

23 24  

Jason Schmerge 
Derek & Jessica Skinner 
Andrew & Emily Gill 

25 26 27 28 29 

30 

 

Jarrod Underwood 

31  

July 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

Charles & 
Kathleen Freeman 

4 5  

6 7 8 
 

Landon Sanders 

9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 

Marti Skinner 

16 17 18 19 

Piper Payne 

20 21 

Shelby Boyd 

22 23 24 25 

Amanda 
Schmerge 

26 

27 28 

Gail Lindeman 

29 30 31  

August 2017 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

2 4th Sunday aft. 
Pentecost 

Communion  

Communion 
Servers & 
Greeters:  Ryan & 
Cori Sanders & 
family 

3 4    Celebrate 

Independence 
Day -  

because it 
allows us to 

worship as we 
choose! 

5 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

6 7 8 

9 5th Sunday aft. 
Pentecost 

 

 

Greeters: Jason & 
Amanda Schmerge 
& family 

10 

 

Botkins Church 
Council Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

11 12 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

13 14 15 

16 6th Sunday 
aft. Pentecost 

 

 

Greeter:  
Evonne Schnippel 

17 

 

Anna Church 
Council Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

18 19 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

20 21 22 

23 7th Sunday 
aft. Pentecost 

 

Greeters:  

Derek & Jessica 
Skinner & family 

 

24  

 

25 26   Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

27 28 29 

30 8th Sunday 
aft. Pentecost 
     

$5 on 5th 
 
 
 

Greeters:  
Randy & Sherrill 
Skinner 

31 $5 on the 5th Sunday Means - we give a special offering  

to the United Methodist Children’s Home on every  

5th Sunday! 

 

July 2017 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

July item is:  

Liquid - Laundry Soap 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

August 4th–5th is the Annual 
Relay for Life, to raise money to 
help find a cure for Cancer! 
 

August 12th - 19th Pray for the 
youth and staff attending 
Tar Hollow Church Camp! 
 

1 2 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

3 4            5 

6 9th Sunday aft. 
Pentecost 

Communion 

Communion 
Servers & 
Greeters:   

Jerry & Carol 
Vaughan 

7 

 

 

8 9 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

10 11 12 

13 10th Sunday 
aft. Pentecost 

 

Greeters:  
Andrew & Emily 
Gill  & family 

14 15 16 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

 

17 18 19 

20 11th Sunday 
aft. Pentecost 

 

Church Campers 
Share - service 

 

Greeters:  
Jim & Lynn Degen 

21 

 

 

Botkins school 
starts 

22 23Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

Anna  
school  
starts 

24 25 26 

27 12th Sunday 
aft. Pentecost 

 

 

 

Greeters:  
Eric & Laura 
Bodenmiller & 
family 

28 29 

 

Jackson Center 
school starts 

30 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7 P.M. 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 AM BUMC 
12- 3 PM  AUMC 

31  

 

August 2017 

Annual Relay for Life 

Tar Hollow Church Camp August 12th - 19th 

Tar Hollow - 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

August item is liquid 

bath soap or shampoo 


