
 In the Botkins and Anna United Methodist Churches, we are a part of the West 
Ohio Conference.  Every year each conference throughout the United States meets to take 
care of the business of the church as a large body.  Pastor Randy, and Janice serving as our lay 
delegate, spent a few days up at Lakeside as a part of that gathering.  The business part can 
sometimes become long and tedious as our bishop tries to give equal time for those who wish 
to speak for or against a particular topic or simply ask a question about it before we vote on it. 

 The best parts of Annual Conference, though, are the morning worship services that 
are put together.  Praising God among thousands of believers is simply amazing.  The music is 
outstanding and you feel the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

 God has worked mightily through the leadership and the people of the churches of 
West Ohio.  Two years ago our Bishop set a goal of our conference raising 3.5 million dollars 
to help in the fight against malaria in Africa.  During the Tuesday morning worship service an 
offering was taken from those present.  Many brought money from their churches that they 
had collected just as we did at our churches.  The offering – totaling over $400,000 – put our 
conference over its goal.  This made us the highest contributing conference in the United 
States.  Janice and Pastor Randy also took nineteen bags of potatoes and thirty-nine health 
kits to conference.  The potatoes are used to feed needy people right here in Ohio and the 
health kits will be used wherever there is a need anywhere in the world.  The people of the 
Botkins and Anna Churches have been truly wonderful in responding to the need Pastor 
Randy placed before you.  God will continue to bless you as you have been a blessing to 
others. 

 This year’s conference was somewhat unique in that elections were held for lay and 
clergy delegates to Jurisdictional Conference and General Conference.  Jurisdictional 
Conference, held every four years, will be in Illinois in July of 2016.  It is at Jurisdictional 
Conference that decisions are made on placements of Bishops.  Hopefully, Bishop Palmer will 
be established as our Bishop for another four-year term. 

 General Conference is also held once every four years.  Our elected delegates for this 
will go to Oregon in May of 2016.  There they will meet with delegates from Methodist 
Conferences all around the world to discuss and plan how to address some of the more 
serious topics that face the church today.  Between now and then we need to lift them in our 
prayers.  We need to pray that in all things and in all decisions, God’s Will prevails. 

 This is just a brief overview of Annual Conference.  Feel free to talk to Pastor Randy 

is you have questions or wish to know more.  
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 June 28th saw the beginning of a new series.  I will not go into great detail 
here about what all it will involve, but I hope the article’s title will at least make 
you wonder.  This is the overall theme and the title of the message I began with.  
You know by now that I like to do messages in a series where I can expand upon a 
topic and develop it from week to week.  This particular one is not from a book or 
another pastor.  It is something that I feel God has been working on me to get 
into. 

 I have said on more than one occasion that the mission of the United 
Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world.  If we are truly going to take on that cause as members of the United 
Methodist Church then we must have a firm grasp of who we are as Christians.  
Remember, when that term was first used it was meant as a derogatory term.  It 
meant you were a follower of that radical rabbi who said he could destroy the 
temple and in three days, rebuild it.  This was the guy who said that if someone 
hits you – turn your head so he can hit you on the other side.  This is the guy who 
said “blessed are the poor.”  I mean, come on, if you’ve ever been poor, you don’t 
feel so blessed. 

 So how does it feel to be a radical?  In today’s world it is radical to forgive 
someone who has terribly wronged you.  It is radical to pray for your enemies.  It is 
radical to love everyone equally and unconditionally, but that is what we are called 
to do. 

 If we are going to lead others to Christ, then we had better have a firm 
understanding of who we are.  We don’t follow the rules of a “me-first” world, and 
we’re more than OK with that.  We were formed in the Old Testament; shaped 
and molded in the New Testament; we’re traditional; we’re contemporary; we do 
things like other churches and we do things not like other churches.  Being a 
member of our churches is very important to us, but we prefer to think of 
ourselves as brothers and sisters in Christ because we are a part of God’s family. 

 So what is my goal with this series?  I want us all to understand why 

we do the things we do.  I want us to keep the main thing the main thing – that we 

are here as Jesus was – to serve others.  It is amazing how many people in this 

country that was founded largely on Christian principles; don’t have any kind of 

relationship with God – how many have no clue who Jesus Christ is.  In short, if 

someone asks you what it means to be a member of your church, there should be 

no hesitation.  Your response should be similar to the Dad we saw in the video last 

week when he responded, “How much time do you have?”  
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 Have you ever found yourself wondering that about your pastor?  Remember, 
it wasn’t all that long ago that I was on the other side of the pulpit, so I know what 
questions can come up.  It is basically the same with any position in the church as well 
– volunteer or paid position.  When you are not in someone else’s shoes, it is very easy 
to not realize everything they do or at least try to do.  The problem often is that these 
kind of questions are discussed in small groups but never actually asked of the person 
they are referred to, and nothing can tear a church family apart quicker. 
 

 I happen to feel that in both of our churches we have fantastic people serving 
in heart-led ways to make our churches the houses of God they were meant to be.  For 
myself – I would encourage such questions.  As long as I am your pastor I will be as 
open and honest as I possibly can.  Everything I do has been and will continue to be 
whatever I can to lead all of us to a stronger faith as we seek to follow the mission of 
the United Methodist Church – “To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.”  I like this mission because it does not come from us.  It 
is from Jesus himself at the end of the Gospel of Matthew. 
 

 That being said, it is important for all members of both churches to remember 
that I was hired as a part-time pastor.  This designation has helped both churches get 
in a much better financial position because the salary of a part-time pastor is much less 
than a full time lay pastor and an ordained elder.  As a reflection of that, both 
churches met 100% of their apportionments for the 2014 year.  That, my friends, is us 
being involved in ministry.  
  

I, however, do not try to do a half-time job.  I have never know any way to do 
things except to give it my best.  But having been in the ministry a little less than six 
years and serving two churches, I’m sure some feel I am not meeting their needs.   If 
both churches had a full-time, ordained Elder they would definitely have someone a 
lot wiser and more well-versed in Biblical knowledge than me and someone with more 
time to meet more needs, but I hope you know you will not find anyone with any 
more passion for serving God than me. 

 

I want you to understand that no comments have been made towards me that 

have prompted this article.  I feel so good about the ministry going on in both 

churches – not my ministry but our ministry!  It should always be considered that.  We 

are in this together and I don’t ever want any questions unanswered in our pursuit of 

God’s mission for us.  I will remind you that most weeks I am in the Botkins church 

from 8:00 A.M. until 11:00 A.M. and in the Anna Church from noon to 3:00 P.M., 

but if you need to talk to me you can call any time.  Let us dedicate ourselves to 

serving with passion in the ministry we have ALL been called to in our churches.  Let 

us constantly look to lift each other up as we proceed in ministry hand in hand.  

What Does He do, Anyway? 
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 You should feel comfortable inviting friends not from our 

church to join us at any time, but on July 12th, especially if you have 

friends who enjoy good music, invite them to come and share in the mu-

sical ministry of the Uncalled Four.  Our own Pastor Randy is a part of 

this group that has been together for over twenty-four years sharing the 

message of God through a variety of music.  They will be sharing at both 

the 9:00 A.M. service in Botkins and the 10:45 A.M. service at Anna.  

The other members of the group include Bill Rickey, Ed Maxwell, Eric 

Truxal, and Brad Wren as well as their long-time sound man, Gene 

Mitchell.  (I know, that’s more than four, but I said they were good at 

music….not necessarily math!)  Come and be a part of the fun that day. 

The Uncalled Four  
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 Our churches are once again going together with St. Paul Lutheran Church in 
Botkins to put on “Everest” – this year’s Vacation Bible School.  It will be held from 
Sunday night, July 19th through Thursday night, July 23rd at the Anna Church.  Registra-
tions are already coming in, but if you haven’t registered your kids yet or you know 
someone in the community who would benefit from being a part of this, registrations 
can be made at: 

www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/AnnaBotkins 

 

 Signup sheets should be going around for adults to sign up to make cookies to 
donate.  That way we will have enough to keep the kids well-fed over the five days.  Then 
on Sunday afternoon, July 26th, we will have an exciting VBS program where the kids 
will share all that they have learned during their fun-filled week.  That will be at 2:00 
P.M. at the Anna Church and will be followed by a time of fellowship with cookies and 
punch.  All people are invited and encouraged to come to show your support for our 
kids.  

******Our Ladies Nite out in June  was enjoyed by all. Thanks  to Myron 
Fledderjohn for the interesting talk, and tour of all the buildings. *******  
 

 On 9-8-15, Tuesday, we will be serving a supper meal at the Alpha Center in 
Sidney, Ohio.  (leaving Botkins around 4:30, serving around 6 and over around 
7:30PM).  We will need 4-5 volunteers to help serve the meal.  A sign-up sheet will 
be at the back of the church.  The women are making the meal, but men of the 
church are also welcome to help. 
 

Our first meeting after the summer break will be on Thursday, 9-10-15 at 7pm in 
the church basement.  All women of the church are welcome. 

Vacation Bible School 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

Steve & Kristen 

Doss 

3 4  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Jim Bellmer 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

Charles Freeman 

18 

19 20 21 22 

Tom & Risa 

Monfort 

23 24 

Jason Schmerge 

25 

26 27 28 29 30 

Jared Underwood 

31  

July 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

2 3 

Charles & 

Kathleen Freeman 

4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Marti Skinner 

16 17 18 19 20 21 

Shelby Boyd 

22 

23 24 

Derek & Jessica 

Skinner 

25 

Amanda Schmerge 

26 27 28 

 

29 

30 31  

August 2015 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

2 3 4  

5 

Communion 

Servers: Jessica & 

Kaitlyn Skinner 
Greeters:  

Dave & Connie 

Mielke 

   

6 

Botkins  

Church 

Council 

7:00 P.M. 

7 8 

 

 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

9 10 11 

12 

 

 

Greeters:: 

Mike & Vickie 

Neuman  & family 

13 14 15 

 

 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

16 17 18 

19 

 

 

Greeter:  

Mary Jo Raberding 

20 

 

Anna Church 

Council 

7:00 P.M. 

21 22 

 

 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

23 24 25 

26 

Greeter:  

Mary Ann Russell 

 

VBS Prog:  at Anna 

2:00 p.m. 

27 28 29 

 

 

Pastor Office Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

30 31  

July 2015 

Fish Pond Food Pantry  

July  item is ~ 

 laundry soap 

 

V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  h e l d  a t  A n n a  U M C  1 9 t h — 2 3  r d  

Y o u t h  M i s s i o n  T r i p  J u l y  4 t h  -  1 1 t h  

 Youth Mission 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

2 

Communion 

Servers: 

N/A 

Greeters:  

Ryan & Cory 

Sanders & family 

3 

Botkins  

Church Council 

7:00 P.M. 

4 5 

 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

6 7 8 

9 

 

Greeters:  
Jason & Amanda 
Schmerge & family 

10 11 12 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

13 14 15 

16 

 

 

Greeter:  

Evonne Schnippel 

17 

Anna 

Church Council 

7:00 P.M. 

18 19 

 

 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

20 21 22 

23 

 

 

Greeters:  

Derek & Jessica 

Skinner & family 

24 25 

 

Botkins - 

school starts 

26 

Pastor Office 
Hours 

8 - 11 A.M. BUMC 
12 - 3 P.M.  AUMC 

 
Anna - school 

starts 

27 28 29 

30 

 

 

Greeters:  

Randy & Sherrill 

Skinner & family 

31  

August 2015 

Fish Pond Food Pantry -   

August item is  

Liquid bath soap or shampoo 

 

T a r  H o l l o w  C h u r c h  C a m p  A u g u s t  8 t h  -  1 5 t h  

Tar Hollow  


