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Called to order at 7:39pm 

Board Members in Attendance: Lilly Ware, Trong Nguyen, Nick Luna, Duke Weiss, Kayla & Mike Kaiser 

Umami Sushi Bar (Koreatown) near Wilshire/Vermont Metro Red Line Station 

I. News from Metrolink Riders 

a. Surfboard Rack = loss of space  

b. Bike Month = saved Duke $80 by paying day-by-day 

c. Duke gets the “Miso Soup Award” for most consistent Metrolink rider 

II. Bikecar101 Swag 

a. Stickers distributed 

b. For the future = coffee mugs, buttons? 

III. On the Sustainability Front 

a. New “Inconvenient Truth” movie – Al Gore RE: Paris Agreement 

b. Solar + Wind energy infrastructure, potential growing exponentially 

c. Survey says 60% of Americans disagree with Trump on Withdraw from Paris Agreement 

IV. News from Amtrak Riders 

a. The luggage car (imported from Europe) is incredibly high off the ground 

b. Lifting your bicycle above your shoulders is definitely a task for the young & fit 

V. News from the Downy Ride & Stride Open Streets Event 

a. Mostly walkers 

b. Sunday, May 7, 2017 

VI. Potential of Future Field Trips 

a. Ojai backpacking, camping 

b. There is a bike trail from Ventura to Ojai (or decent shoulder of highway) 

c. Ojai has good stargazing (low light pollution) 

VII. Donation News 

a. A friend wants to donate his mountain bike 

b. Trong wants to donate his fixed-gear bike 

c. Nick wants a bicycle, his got stolen 

d. Kayla & Mike got a used road bike for $200 

e. Ikea sells a city bike (with fenders) for $400 

f. Kayla & Mike have a garage to fix-up and store bikes 

g. It may be good to donate or raffle bicycles to people b/c we learned in the Twitter Party 

that many people are interested in bringing bikes on trains, but they don’t have bikes 

VIII. News from Metro Bike Share 

a. Lily & Nick have used it 

b. Program works, really easy 

c. Coming soon to Pasadena 

IX. What we learned from the Metrolink Community Meeting (Thursday, May 4th, 2017) 

a. Doug Mensman proposed a “Fitness Car” for Metrolink with stationary bikes 

b. Would be good for commuters who travel 1 hour 

c. Also learned a train costs $6000 to run one, for example, a special train for CicLAvia 
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X. What we learned from the Earth Fair Tabling Event (Thursday, April 13, 2017) @ CSUN 

a. CSUN is a participant in a pilot program for Metro U-Pass 

b. less than $100 for a semester, unlimited rides on Metro Rail and Metro Buses 

c. What CSUN students (and the Northridge community want) is: 

i. More late trains 

ii. Better student discount for Metrolink monthly pass 

iii. Weekend trains 

iv. Bicycle Parking at Universal City Walk 

d. Maybe we should make a Leaderboard for our bicycle generator = Longest Time 

e. Mike was invited to sit on the Northridge East Neighborhood Council 

i. Northridge East meets 3rd Wednesday of each month from 7-9pm at the 

Northridge Women’s Club 

ii. Northeast Northridge Neighborhood Council meets at 6:15pm at Calahan 

Elementary (Yolanda/Prarie) on the 2nd Tuesday of the month 

iii. Neighborhood Councils can advocate for cycling infrastructure locally!!! 

XI. Suggestions for Metrolink 

a. Ridership is the problem, services could be expanded with increased ridership 

b. If there was no cheap gas and no free parking, Metrolink would be a better deal 

c. There are some corporate incentives, for example, if the business is near a transit hub, 

the business will refund the employee some parking fees 

XII. Other Problems, Solutions, Thoughts 

a. People need to experience a MINDSET SHIFT – from “I need a car” 

i. When you have no car, you need to survive 

ii. If you learn transit, you find time to read, nap, etc. 

iii. But you have to experience it to see how great it is 

b. Women traveling alone 

i. Looking good for work may make you a target on the train 

ii. Crowded platforms & trains are awkward, but deserted is sketchy 

c. Other cities, such as Washington DC, charge you depending on how far you go 

i. LA Metro is comparatively inexpensive 

ii. There’s a flat fee for a single trip 

iii. If LA charged $3 per trip, would that keep creeps off Metro trains? 

iv. No, because public transportation is designed to be an equitable way to get 

everyone where they need to go including homeless, disabled, elderly, etc. 

XIII. Thoughts from Bike Week (May 15-19, 2017) 

a. Can we have more than once per year? (ride free with a bike) 

b. What about the week leading up to CicLAvia?  Or at least the Friday prior? 

c. During Bike Week, the trains weren’t stacked with bikes too much more than usual 

d. Trong’s employer dedicated the ground level of the parking structure to bikes 

i. It would be great to have indoor, secure parking everywhere including 

restaurants and stores also! 
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XIV. Biking in Downtown 

a. It’s hard to know which streets to take due to 

i. Speed of traffic 

ii. One way streets 

iii. Parked cars 

iv. Construction / potholes 

XV. Future Advocacy 

a. Maybe we should tackle the first mile / last mile aspect 

b. There should be bike lanes feeding into all transit hubs 

c. Recently the Lankershim Great Street project (NoHo Station) was scrapped due to 

community opposition.  We should show up and show support for projects like this! 

d. GREAT STREETS, ROAD DIETS, VISION ZERO 

XVI. Take pictures, post them to our social media (using HootSuite) 

a. Create a Google Calendar for bikecar101 so It’s easier to keep up with events 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:39pm. 


