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Introduction 

 By now, nearly everything in the book of Revelation has been fully 

developed, especially during the years shortly after the Great 

Disappointment of the mid-1800s. There remain a few holdouts, which by 

and large are still a mystery. One of these is the 7 Thunders voices of 

Revelation 10. 

 Volume VII of the SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST BIBLE COMMENTARY 

only says, “Seven Thunders. Another in the various series of sevens that 

characterize Revelation.” (Page 797). 

 

 As a new Adventist, one of the first books I read was Daniel & the 

Revelation by Uriah Smith. Maybe his perspective on the 7 thunders set up 

an unconscious barrier towards giving them a second look until years later. 
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Here is the sum of what Uriah Smith said about the ‘seven thunders’: “The 

Seven Thunders. – It would be vain to speculate upon the seven thunders, in 

the hope of gaining a definite knowledge of what they uttered. Something 

definitely was uttered which it would not be well for the church to know. We 

must acquiesce in the directions given to John concerning them, and leave 

them where he left them, sealed up, unwritten, and consequently to us 

unknown.” page 522. 

 

 That’s good advice regarding speculation. Certainly Brother Smith’s 

classic work still provides an incomparable prophetic aid. However, thanks 

to the Spirit of God directing students to the evidences of prayerful 

discovery making it possible for Daniel’s closed prophecies to now be 

opened, the particular comment above is now open to reconsideration. 

Taking a position of conceding that a prophetic passage should be left alone, 

“sealed up, unwritten, and…unknown.” is comparable to the prevailing 

position of nominal Christianity towards nearly the whole book of 

Revelation. However, for anyone who has been touched by God through 

Revelation, to have any part of it still a mystery only keeps it begging for 

investigation.  

 

 Revelation 10:1-4 "And I saw another mighty angel come down from 

heaven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face 

was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: 2And he had in his hand 

a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on 

the earth, 3And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he 

had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices. 4And when the seven 

thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice 
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from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders 

uttered, and write them not.” 

 

 It turns out that the 7 Thunders messages are quite easy to extract with 

simple, powerful interpretation tools, chiefly, prayer, Biblical context, 

interpreting Scripture with Scripture, some historical records, and more 

prayer. These are the provisions for building the portrait of truth that is 

convincing through the Holy Spirit appealing to the ‘weight of evidence’. 

All doctrines in Scripture are based on evidence (Hebrews 11:1) because the 

ultimate source of Scripture is unseen. So in all honesty, in the true sense of 

the word, they cannot be ‘proved’ because ‘proof’ requires some form of 

observation, as it is often said, ‘seeing is believing.’ But that kind of 

‘believing’ is not faith. Anyway, what follows on the 7 Thunders is not proof 

but some heavy evidence. 

 An overview of the ‘thunders’ section in chapter 10 begins with a mighty 

Angel coming down from heaven who is Jesus Christ (See Daniel 10:6; Rev. 

1:10-18). Holding in His hand an open book, which is taken to be Daniel, 

Jesus speaks the 7 Thunders and the manner in which He speaks them gives 

an idea of their rank of importance, “as when a lion roars” and then the sight 

of Jesus standing on the earth and on the sea denotes the global scale of their 

reach for the generation that the Thunders are intended for. 

There are three major clues in the passage surrounding the thunders. 

1. Mighty Angel holding the Little Book, Daniel 

2. Emphasis on time. 

3. The 7th Trumpet Sounding, announcing the Investigative Judgment. 

The first clue tells us to open Daniel and scan for 7 distinctive passages/texts 

matching information given by the other clues. 
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The second clue, regarding time, is of such significance that the authority of 

the Father as well as the Son stands behind it. 

 

 Rev. 10:5,6 “And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the 

earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 6And sware by Him that liveth for ever, 

and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the earth, 

and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, 

that there should be time no longer:” 

 

“…Time no longer:” has a couple of likely meanings; one is that at the time 

the thunders’ voices are heard, there is no longer any need to delay the 

coming of Christ another generation. The other meaning is the reason that no 

more delay should be expected. 

 Since the book in Jesus’ hand is Daniel, we could say that the time 

spoken of refers to both the farthest reaching and the final predicted time in 

the Bible, the 2300 days(years) ending in 1844 (Daniel 8:14) as well as any 

other pertinent times. To confirm that this anchor point is solid, the next 

verse refers to the very event, the Pre-advent Judgment that commenced in 

1844, as announced by the 7th Trumpet. 

 

 Rev. 10:7 “But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel [trumpet], 

when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he 

hath declared to his servants the prophets." 

 

 The 7th Trumpet is located in Rev. 11:15-19, the announcement of the 

Pre-advent judgment specifically stated as beginning with the judgment of 

the dead. Naturally when the names of the dead are completed, then the 
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judgment continues with the living until the conclusion of the judgment. (I 

Peter 4:5  “Who shall give account to him that is ready to judge the quick 

and the dead.”) 

 

 Rev. 11:15,18 "And the seventh angel (trump) sounded; and there were 

great voices in heaven, saying, 'The kingdoms of this world are become the 

kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and 

ever. 18And the nations were angry, and Thy wrath is come, and the time of 

the dead, that they should be judged, and that Thou shouldest give reward 

unto Thy servants the prophets and to the saints, and them that fear Thy 

name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.” 

 

 At that time (1844) the mystery began to be finished, the mystery which 

is the gospel of Christ, (Ephesians 3:3-6; Colossians 1:27; 1 Timothy 3:16). 

The Thunders will declare that the mystery of the gospel of Jesus is 

approaching a closing door of opportunity for salvation by grace – forever. 

 The rest of Rev. 10 (verses 8 through 11) portrays the result of the 

unsealing of Daniel’s visions as portrayed in the history of Adventism 

beginning with the Millerite awakening. In their ‘mouths’, the Second 

Advent prophecies connected with Daniel’s 2300 day/years were sweet,  

sweet because they considered that the earth was the sanctuary that Jesus 

would come to cleanse in 1844. Naturally, the vision became bitterness, that 

is, until it was discovered where Jesus really came in 1844 (Daniel 7:9-14, 

22) – to cleanse the heavenly sanctuary of its record of sins, effectively 

cleansing sin from the saints whose names are written there. (Leviticus 

16:30-33) 
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Section II Seven Times of Daniel Speak of Seven Judgment Themes 

 With this overview, we have all the necessary keys to begin unlocking 

the 7 Thunders’ voices. Maybe the first key noticed was the partnership of 

Daniel and Revelation. Immediately after announcing the unlocking of 

Daniel, Revelation comes up with a locked or sealed passage of its own. 

Revelation has served to unseal Daniel’s sealed prophecies (Dan. 12:4,9), so 

Daniel reciprocates by unsealing the 7 Thunders of Revelation. 

 So, turning to Daniel, what are seven somethings with substantial 

emphasis on both time and the Pre-advent Judgment? There are a total of 

seven different time prophecies: 

First, the 7 times of Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4:16, 25, 32), 

second, the 2300 days(years) of the sanctuary’s cleansing (Dan. 

8:14),  

third, the 70 years of Babylonian captivity (Dan. 9:2),  

forth, the 70 weeks (490 years) until the 1st Advent of Jesus (Dan. 

9:24),  

fifth, the 1260 days(years) of the beast/little horn trampling the 

saints,  

sixth, the 1290 days(years) of the abomination that makes desolate, 

and  

seventh, the 1335 days(years) of the “waiting.” 

 

 But wait, isn’t the 2300 days the only time that applies to the Pre-advent 

Judgment? It’s true, yes, as far as the direct application; but once the themes 

of the other time prophecies are examined, it is extremely interesting that 

they all contribute an indirect emphasis on the judgment and in addition, 

each one is a different step in the progress of the judgment. 
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 The interest level goes up another level after laying out the order of these 

judgment themes. In other words, it turns out that the order in which the time 

prophecies themes are located in the book of Daniel corresponds to the 

natural flow of developments during the start, progress, and finish of the 

judgment. This alone is strong evidence leading to the unsealing of the 

Thunders voices. But the evidence doesn’t stop here. This sequence also 

falls in the order of events historically as shown in the seven times’ voices 

next.  

 

 The first one is practically a free giveaway provided to us in the opening 

verse of the 7th trumpet. Nearly the same wording is found as the theme 

connected with the 1st time prophecy, the 7 times(years) humbling 

punishment of King Nebuchadnezzar. See Dan. 4:25, 34. Here is verse 34, 

“And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto 

heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most 

High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion 

is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to 

generation:  ”. 

 This is the grand opening of the Pre-advent Judgment, the coronation of 

Jesus as King of Kings whose dominion is an everlasting dominion as He 

moved into the Most Holy Place to begin the sanctuary cleansing. Compare 

Rev. 11:15 with Dan. 4:16, 17, 25, 32, 34 and Dan. 7:14. 

 

 The second time is the 2300 days(years), Dan. 8:14. “And he said unto 

me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 

cleansed.” The principle of the 2300 days that naturally places it 2nd in the 

sequence is the opening of the heaven’s books of records. This the central 
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work of Jesus throughout the Investigative Judgment. Compare Dan. 7:8-11; 

8:9-14 and Rev. 11:18; 20:12. 

 

 The third time is the 70 years, Dan. 9:2. “In the first year of his reign I 

Daniel understood by books the number of the years, whereof the word of 

the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accomplish seventy 

years in the desolations of Jerusalem.” 

 The 70 years time is third in the sequence because of the main theme of 

God’s broken commandments in the verses that follow. After the books are 

opened, the records are compared with the principles of God’s love and 

character as portrayed in His laws. Compare Dan. 9:3, 4-5, 8-11, 13; Rev. 

12:17; 14:12; Dan. 7:25. 

 

 The 4th time is the 70 weeks (490 years) in Dan. 9:24 “Seventy weeks are 

determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the 

transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 

iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vision 

and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.”  

 The divine provision making it possible to meet the approval of God at 

the examining of the Christian’s commandment keeping record in the books 

of heaven is the sacrificial offering of Jesus’ life received by unceasing faith. 

This is the main theme of the 490 day/years. Compare Dan. 9:24-27; 

8:11,13; Rev. 10:7; 1:5, 6; 5:9; Lev. 16:16; Hebrews 9:11,12. 

 

 The 5th time is the 1260 days(years). “And I heard the man clothed in 

linen, which was upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right hand 

and his left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever that it 
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shall be for a time, times, and an half [3 ½ years]; and when he shall have 

accomplished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things shall 

be finished.” (12:7).   

 The main emphasis provided for the 1260 year prophecy is putting a stop 

to threatened state-sponsored papal persecution.  There are actually two 

locations in Daniel for the 1260 years: Dan. 7:25 and Dan. 12:7. The most 

likely reason is that the general principle connected with the 1260 year 

passage occurs twice in history, keeping in mind that there is still only one 

date of fulfillment that ended in 1798 AD. There was a cessation of 

martyring persecution leading up to that year and there is another cessation 

after the beast’s martyring power resuscitates after its deadly wound is 

healed according to Rev. 13. When the church comes to full maturity in the 

work of righteousness, then the power of God overrules any supposed power 

of Babylon so that the gospel work is rapidly completed. Compare Dan. 

11:35; Dan. 12:7,10; Rev. 11:2, 7; 11:3; 12:6, 10-17; 13:5; 6:9-11; Rev. 

14:13; Rev. 18:1. 

 

 The 6th time is the 1290 days(years), Dan. 12:11. “And from the time that 

the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that makes 

desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days.”  

 What is the theme here? Prophetically, the starting date for 1290 years is 

considered to be 508AD when King Clovis united the church with the 

political government. The concluding year is also 1798, when the papacy's 

rule was mortally wounded (Rev. 13:3). For example, See Unfolding 

Daniel’s Prophecies by Roy Allan Anderson, 1975, Pacific Press Publishing 

Association, page 179. 
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 God’s people throughout the earth who have been under the influence of 

papal Babylon hear the call to “come out of her My people” (Rev. 18:4). 

This marks the absolute defeat of the anti-christ establishment whose sole 

purpose has been to destabilize the gospel progress, thus holding earth 

captive to spiritual paralysis. This gives the 1290 days sixth place in the 

sequence. Compare Dan. 7:11, 26; Rev. 14:8; 18:2-4. The emphasis here is 

more than cessation of papal persecution, but also cessation of influence to 

hold God’s people spiritually captive anymore. They “come out” of Babylon 

and unite with the people giving the message. 

 

 The 7th time is the 1335 years of Dan. 12:12. “Blessed is he that waiteth, 

and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days.” 

 Many view both of the last two prophecies of Daniel 12 (1290 and 1335) 

as beginning in the same year (508AD). Thus the 1335 years ended in 1843, 

the first year that the Millerites expected the Second Advent to take place 

but when the correct ending of the 2300 years of Dan. 8:14 was unveiled to 

be October 22, 1844, the previous few months were counted as the Biblical 

delay of Matthew 25, “…the bridegroom tarried…” That was a small scale 

of a global “waiting” fulfillment to come. Compare Habakkuk 2:2-4,20 and 

Hebrews 10:36,37. (Although everything is done, there appears to be more 

delay, but Wait a little longer, He will yet come.) Related text: 1 John 3:2,3. 

 Expectant waiting for Christ effectively prepares for it. To be prepared 

with sufficient sanctuary oil when the Midnight Cry is given (Matt. 25:5,6) 

is when the sealed enter the wedding, and then the door of gospel hope 

closes. This waiting is not the Advent waiting we have today, but a waiting 

in solitary places of the earth when the saints know that the gospel work is 
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completed. By then, God’s scattered people have heard the gospel call and 

came out of Babylon. 

 

 If the 7 Thunders voices could be heard today, perhaps they will be heard 

in a manner similar to this (in a reverse order from the Second Coming of 

Christ): 

7. The long waiting of the saints for their sealing is over (Four angels guard 

the earth until the sealing is finished - Rev. 7:1-4) so that they may 

endure the short time of trouble when… 

6. Babylon's authority over them has been broken as God’s scattered 

children hear His voice calling them to come out of her and join the 

messengers because … 

5. Babylon’s threatening power to slay the saints ceases and the globe 

receives full coverage of the gospel – made possible through the 

outpouring of God’s Spirit (Rev. 18:1+) when… 

4. After a time of testing trials, the saints, as a united congregation are 

reckoned as living in overcoming righteousness by faith in Christ 

(Hebrews 8 and 10) because… 

3. As a congregation, the majority of individual members have 

acknowledged all of God’s laws in every area of their lives (Galatians 

3:19) because… 

2. Heaven's Day of Atonement judgment to cleanse the books of record has 

done its work of leading the church to repentance when… 

1. Jesus was crowned as their King and Bridegroom after entering the 

sanctuary’s Most Holy Place to intercede for their cleansing. (1st angel of 

Rev. 14:6,7) 
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Section III Tuning into the Seven Thunders’ Voices 

 What could these particular points translate to in terms of something 

useful today? 

 Initially the answer is found in the demonstration of the progress of 

history in the hearing of the thunders’ voices from the first event to the last 

allowing us to locate our place in that prophetic history today.  

 Here is the historical progression: At the instant when the last day of the 

2300 years ended on October 22, 1844, 1) Jesus, upon entering with the 

Father into the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary, was crowned in 

heavenly ceremony as King over all the nations of earth. 2) Next, the books 

were opened. These two opening events occurred while the Millerites were 

suffering their disappointment over the location error of where Jesus went in 

1844, not to earth but rather, the holy of holies in heaven. 3) By the time the 

Seventh-day Adventist movement was founded, they had united in that 

understanding and then shortly afterwards, acknowledged the fullest 

expression of the 10 commandments, in particular the 7th day Sabbath. 4) It 

is now generally accepted that heaven opened to the church the opportunity 

to fulfill step number 4, the all sufficiency of Christ’s righteousness 

beginning with the Minneapolis General Conference Session of 1888. That 

is where we are today, still waiting the fullest unity of that fulfillment. 5) 

Once that comes to pass then there’s no reason not to expect that the 

overcoming believers of the triumphant church will be living on through 

until the moment Jesus changes them into immortality at His return being 

spared from any further death from martyrdom. 

 

 What are comparisons that can be drawn from similarities between the 

opening Daniel’s closed prophecies (Dan. 12:4, 9) and the opening of 
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Revelation’s thunders? In Daniel, the messages are given, but understanding 

them was closed. In Revelation 10 is a description of events taking place 

when Daniel’s closed prophecies opened. Since Daniel’s sealed prophecies 

were placed in the future relative to the prophecies fulfilled in Daniel’s day, 

then the thunders are placed at a future time beyond the other events of Rev. 

10. The time is given for Daniel’s closed prophecies, but there is no time 

given for the thunders. When the fulfillments of the 7 thunders are being 

watched, since they are so close together and also extremely close the end of 

the world, there is no longer any benefit from looking for dates and in fact 

would be actually injurious given the superficiality that is encouraged for 

setting dates for the end of the world. So instead of specific time the Lord 

gives us specific events to pray for, a work for, and watching for, building a 

depth of faith which would be the very opposite outcome from looking for 

dates. 

 

 In conclusion, to know that there is a role for each saint that can make a 

hastening impact on the day of the Lord when the heavens are rolled back 

like a scroll - this is energizing motivation. Today, there are no more 

heaven-fixed time restrictions (“time is no longer”). The only remaining 

restriction is on the part of each member of the Remnant congregation, 

obtaining sin-overcoming Christ-likeness through unfailing daily faith in 

Him, fitting them to receive the scattered when they are called out of 

Babylon and they will be one abundant flock glorifying Jesus when He 

comes rather than only a meager flock such as in Noah’s day at the first 

global destruction. 
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 At the scene of ancient Israel's first arrival at the bank of the Jordan 

River, they nearly plunged into a riot upon hearing the ominous reports of 

the giants in the land as though they were discrediting everything God had 

done for them. This reaction was a statement to God that though they had 

voiced their desire for His gift of a homeland, yet in their hearts was 

reserved doubt. The promise therefore had to be reserved for another 

generation. Spiritual Israel today, with the faith of Jesus and the 

commandments of God, is more than one generation removed from their 

faithful pioneers. Again the river is flowing before us, clearly visible from 

the riverbank. Will Israel today give to God a united voice of at least a 

majority praying, “It is a goodly land and we are well able to take it?…” 

with a new twist…before the end of our lifetime – because of knowing that 

we have been given a deciding role in the destiny of today’s global 

population. Now that we know we can, who could resist such an offer? 

 

 Taken for what it’s worth, Daniel’s time prophecies also associate 

arithmetically. For this, only the five time prophecies of the Christian era are 

considered: 2300 days, 70 weeks (490 days), 1260 days, 1290 days, and 

1335 days. Hence, 2300 + 490 + 1260 + 1290 + 1335 = 6675, taking the 

average would be 6675 / 5 = 1335 which is the seventh time in Daniel. 

 Also in chapter 12 are the 3 closely allied times: 1260, 1290, and 1335. 

Again adding them and dividing by 5: 1260 + 1290 + 1335 = 3885; 3885 / 5 

= 777, resulting in the trio Biblical number of completion. 


