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It has been estimated that
there are at least two
television sets in the average
household in the united
states.' The average household
watches seven hours of
television each day and 31
hours each week. By age 16,
the ordinary American has watch
over 200,000 televised acts of
violence and over 300,000
commercials.2 By age 17, this
averages out to about 15,000
hours of television, as
compared to 11,000 hours in the
classroom.3 The role that
television, and other mass
media outlets, has played in
society has increased to a
point where over 90% of the
information that the majority
of the American population
receives is from these sources.

Mass media has become the
most powerful tool in the world
today. No other instrument in
this highly technically
advanced society is capable of
shaping public opinion, ideas,
and culture as pervasively and
as profoundly as the mass
communication system in the
United states. Through this
network, views and information,
ranging from local and national
politics to worldly and
historical events, are
propagandized - which stretches
forth to reach countless
millions of people.

In total, there are over
25,000 daily newspapers,
magazines, radio and television
stations, and movie studios in
the united states. However,
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there are not 25,000 different
owners of these media outlets.
According to Ben Bagdikian, in
an article written in 1987, by
the 1990's, "five to ten
corporate giants ...will control
most of the world's important
newspapers, magazines, books,
broadcast stations, movies,
r e cor din g s, and
videocassettes". From the
research that I have compiled,
four individuals and two
families operate and control at
least 58 cable stations, 29
television stations and
networks, 55 radio stations and
networks, 35 daily newspapers,
22 magazines, 14 book
distributors, movie and record
production companies. The
media is controlled by a small
elite and is being concentrated
in the hands of even fewer; and
it is these few who use this
vehicle of media to propagate
their ideas over the people of
the world.

Whether we consider
ourselves Christian, Muslim, or
Judaic; whether we vote as
Democrats, Republicans, or
Independents, the majority of
the information we receive
comes through the mass media.
Whatever affiliation or
organization one ascribes to,
it is important that one
becomes aware of the source of
his news and information, and
any bias that might be
expressed by that source.
Blindly following anyone
without questioning and seeking
the authenticity of their
research is the basis for
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becoming a mental slave to that
person. Through deception,
distortion, and lies, Media
Lords are manipulating the
people to act in ways other
than they would than if they
were presented with truthful
information. By controlling
the mind, Media Lords are able
to control the actions of
millions of people through
effective propaganda and
distortion.

Propaganda, according to
the Hon. Marcus Mosiah Garvey,
is the desire:

"to convert or influence
the people to the
acceptance of the truth
of that particular
intelligence that is
sought to be spread among
them ....Propaganda can be
true or false in its
origin or intent..."4

During the Persian Gulf War,
the United states received its
highest recorded support
ratings because of the fact
that information was controlled
(propagandized) by the military
establishment. It is important
to note that four of the top
media outlets in the united
states Capital Cities/ABC,
BHC Communications (which owns
Time/Warner Inc.), CBS, and
NBC, - are run and controlled
by those who have enormous
economic and political
interests in the military
establishment of this country.
In other words, those who
control the access to the media
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are the same ones who reap the
profits from every bomb that
was dropped on either side of
the conflict. It was,
therefore, in their interest to
steer the opinion of the
American people in their favor.

Propaganda has been used
for political purposes in this
country to steer the opinion of
the American population in
favor of many war activities.
In 1941, for example, in the
height of World War II, the
Economic and Financial Group of
the Council on Foreign
Relations, which was one of the
advisory committees to the
Department of State, asserted
that "formation of a statement
of war aims for propaganda
purposes is very different from
formulation of one [statement

of war aims] definin~ the truenational interest". Whoever
controls the access to
information controls the
actions of others through the
control of their mind. This is
the power of the mass media.

The list of owners and
boards of directors of the
majority of the top media
outlets in the United states is
composed of lawyers, business
executives, government
officials, financiers of some
of the largest banks in the
world, oil companies, and
private, elite clubs and
organizations. These same
individuals sit as members of
very influential, powerful, and
pseudo-secret umbrella
organizations such as the
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The media is not only a
tool for disseminating
information, but can be used as
a tool for controlling the
actions of people for the
purpose of profit. Given the
concentration of power in the
nations media outlets, the
correct phrasing of the Bill of
Rights statement, "Freedom of
the Press", could be read as,
"Freedom to the Press" (for
those who own it).

Not shown in the chart is
the affiliation of these media
industries with top government,
or former governmental,
officials. For example, prior
to becoming President of the
United States, Ronald Reagan
worked as Chief Spokesman for
General Electric (NBC), holding
various capacities beginning in
1954. Also, former Central
Intelligence Agency Director
William Casey owned $7.5
million in CapCities/ABC up
until his death in 1987. In
addition, on the board of
directors of CBS, Inc. sit
Harold Brown, former Secretary
of Defense; Henry Kissenger,
former Secretary of State; and
Roswell L. Gilpatric, former
Deputy Secretary of the
Department of Defense.

networks, 145 newspapers, and a
handful of record, movie, and
book companies. It also shows
some of the major companies
that these media giants own,
operate or have affiliation
with by way of members elected
to the boards of directors.

shows how 8
families, and

control over 91
stations and

radio stations and

Table #1
individuals,
foundations
television
networks, 71

The question, therefore,
becomes, who runs the media?
Who are the Board of Directors
of these companies? What other
clubs, organizations, or
interests do these individuals
have? What effect will this
concentration of the media have
on the Black church? Finally,
what can be done to counter the
monopoly on information
distribution?

We are presently witnesses
to a global struggle for the
control of the world's
resources. In the context of
this struggle, the
monopolization of the media
becomes an important factor as
to who will ultimately gain
control. Kwame Toure (formerly
Stokley Charmichael) says that
there are basically two types
of societies. In one the means
of production and global
resources are concentrated in
the hands of the few. In the
other, global resources are in
the hands of the masses of the
people of the world. That the
few are seeking to control
these resources is made evident
when we study the present
monopolization of the media.

Trilateral Commission, Business
Roundtable and Business
Council, Council on Foreign
Relations, and Committee for
Economic Development.6
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TABLE #1

WHO OWNS AND RUNS THE MEDIA?

NAME
MAJOR MEDIATOTAL:#OF NON-MEDIA

OUTLETS
OWNEDORMEDIAOUTLETS COMPANIES

CONTROLLED
OWNEDOR OWNED,

CONTROLLED
CONTROLLED,OR

AFFILIATES
WARREN BUFFETT

ABC, ESPN, A&E, WASHINGTON8 T.V. STATIONS, 21RADIOCOCA-COLA (OWNS 6% OF

POST (6% STOCK), BUFFALO
STATIONS, 9 DAILYSTOCK), GILLETE, SALOMON

EVENING NEWS, WORLD BOOK

NEWSPAPERSBROTHERS, INC., CHAMPION
ENCYCLOPEDIA

INT.

LAWRENCE A.

CBS 5 T.V. STATIONS, 2 RADIOLORILLARD, INC. (OIL),
TISCH

& PRESTON NETWORKS,20 RADIO BULOVA CORP. (DEFENSE
R. TISCH

STATIONSEQUIP.), HOTELS (REGENCY,
SUMMIT, HOWARD JOHNSON'SMOTOR LODGE)

GENERAL ELECTRIC

NBC, RCA 6 VHF T.V. STATIONSMANUFACTURES HANOVER

(GE) (#2
CORP., THE WORLD BANK,

AEROSPACE-
CHEMICAL BANKING CORP.,

DEFENSE
RAND CORP., J.C. PENNY

CONTRACTOR
IN

U.S.)
MARIO J. GABELLI

TIME/WARNER INC., TIME,7 T.V. STATIONS, 19GENCORP, INC. (#1

LIFE, SPORTS ILLUSTRATED,

MAGAZINES, 7 MUSICAEROSPACE-DEFENSE

FURTUNE, PEOPLE, HBO, WCI,
COMPANIES, 6 BOOKCONTRACTOR IN THE U.S.),

CINAMAX, WARNER BROTHERS,

PUBLISHERSCHASE MANHATTAN BANK,

LORINAR PICTURES, ATLANTA,

XEROX CORP., PFIZER INC.,

TIME-LIFE BOOKS, BOOK-OF-

IBM CORP., AT&T,

THE-MONTH CLUB, WARNER

FIRESTONE TIRE & RUBBER

BOOKS

CO., FORD MOTOR CO.

SUMNER REDSTONE

SHOWTIME/THE MOVIE CHANNEL,5 T.V. STATIONS,12 RADIONATIONAL AMUSEMENTS, INC.

MTV, NICKELODEON, VH-1,

STATIONS
LlFErIME

BANCROFT FAMILY

DOW JONES, WALL STREET53 NEWSPAPERSCHEMICAL BANK, XEROX

JOURNAL, BARRON'S, OTTAWAY

CORP., CORNING GLASS,

NEWSPAPER, INC.

AMERICAN EXPRESS,

GRAHAM FAMILY

WASHINGTON POST (85%4 VHF NETWORKS,50 CABLECOCA-COLA CO., IBM CORP,

STOCK), NEWSWEEK MAG.,

T.V. DIVISIONSGENERAL ELECTRIC, BANKERS
INTERNATIONAL HERALD

TRUST NY CORP., H.J.
TRIBUNE/L.A. TIMES-

HEINZ CO., SOUTHEAST
WASHINGTON POST NEWS

BANKING CORP.

SERVICE, COWLES MEDIA
GANNETT

USA TODAY, WUSA-T.V.CH.983 DAILY NEWSPAPERS, 10BANK OF AMERICA, AMERICAN
FOUNDATION

IN WASHINGTONT.V. STATIONS, 16 RADIOSECURITY BANK, DUPONT CO.
STATIONS
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The Media, The Black Church,
and The Bible: What Must Be
Done?

The effects of media
concentration, as it relates to
power, are enormous. For
instance, within the context of
the Black church, we have not
been able to see the
relationships between the
events of current society and
the events revealed in the
Bible because others have
defined (or mis-defined) these
paths for us. We continue to
look at the world through the
eyes of the controlling segment
of society (and through their
media), rather than the eyes of
reality (truth). The eyes of
the controlling segment of
society are colored by greed
and deceit, and their aim is to
maintain control by the small
elite of the world.

In the book of
Revelations, it is stated that:

"And when the thousand
years are expired, Satan
shall be loosed out of
his prison, And shall go
out to deceive the
nations which are in the
four quarters of the
earth, Gog and Magog, to
gather them together to
battle: the number of
whom is as the sand of
the sea." (Rev. 20:7-8).

Through this passage, we see
that Satan uses Gog and Magog
to do his evil work. He
deceives them into being
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against the rule of God, and
works toward the destruction of
God's kingdom. In addition,
the book of Ezekiel shows that
God himself was against Gog and
Magog. It states in Chapter
38, verse 3, "And say, Thus
saith the Lord God; Behold I am
against thee, 0 Gog, the prince
of Meshech and Tubal".

According to Genesis
chapter 10, Gog and Magog,
along with Meshech and Tubal,
are the descendants of Japeth,
one of the three son's of Noah.
(It must be remembered that it
is Gog and Magog that shall
deceive and attempt to conquer
all of the earth.)

The word "deceive" is
taken from the Latin root
"decipere" which means "to
cause to accept as true or
valid what is false".?
Deception was one of the tasks
of Gog and Magog.

Therefore, the great
deceivers of the world, which
were used by Satan to do his
will, are linked to the
genealogy of Japeth, wpo also,
according to the Book of
Genesis, represents the Isles
of the Gentiles.8

Japeth, according to The
World Book Encyclopedia, "was
the father of peoples of Asia
Minor (Turkey) and Europe";
those who are generally
referred in today's language as
white or caucasian.9 It is no
mistake that the majority of
the media outlets are
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controlled (with the exception
of a few Japanese Companies) by
an elite group of white
(European) individuals, the
majority (95%) of whom are men.
without the critical
understanding of the
relationship between the Bible
and mass media, we will
continue to fall under the
false direction of those whose
interests are, by nature,
differ from ours.

The media is used by this
group of elite to mis-educate
the people of the world in
order that they can control the
means of production throughout
the world. It must be
understood that not just the
media is being concentrated,
but all of the resources of the
world. Haki R. Madhubuti, in
his book "Black Men: Obsolete,
Single, Dangerous?", states
that:

"Men, mainly white men in
our lifetime, have
controlled, ordered and
reordered the cultures of
this planet to our
detriment. Hundreds of
millions of people,
mainly children, go to
sleep each night begging
for food, shelter,
clothing and small
happiness. Most of the
wealth on this earth is
directly or indirectly
concentrated in the hands
of a few men. Out of a
world population of 4.5
.billion plus people, less
than 5% control the
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world's wealth, and that
percentage is getting
smaller each year".10

This concentration of
power and resources is directly
associated with the greed that
the elite displays. In order
to rule the world, the elite
must exploit and colonize the
majority of the peoples of the
world for their benefit. The
elite's love for the material
possessions of the earth, more
than the common welfare of the
masses of the people , drives
them to operate in this way.
It must be remembered that "the
love of money is the root of
all evil..."(1 Timothy 6:10).

The monopolization of the
media, and its manipulation
over much of the world
stretches well beyond the media
industry, and is rooted deep in
American society. From its
genocidal acts against the
Native Indian population, to
the enslavement of the African,
America's history has equated
to death, deceit, exploitation,
and despair. Based on its
past, America may well be
destined for destruction.

w.E.B. DuBois states that:

"[w]hen men begin to lie
and steal, in order to
make the nation to which
they belong great, then
comes not only disaster,
but rat ion a I
contradiction which in
many respects is worse
than disaster, because it
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ruins the leadership of
the divine machine, the
human reason, by which we
chart and guide our
actions" .11

The role of Black church is to
make society a more fair and
equal place, rather than to
allow for its destruction and
downfall. If we believe in an
egalitarian society, we must,
by nature, be against monopoly
control of resources and
information. We must
concentrate our efforts toward
counteracting the influence of
the elite group of individuals
that are gaining control. What
we must strive for, in the
words of George L. Jackson, is
a social revolutionary change,
which means "the seizure of all
that is held by the 1 percent,
and transference of these
holdings into the hands of the
remaining 99 percent. ,,12

There are many ways that
the necessary changes can come
about. First, we must begin to
produce writers, researchers,
independent newspapers (or use
the current Black print media
established in our communities)
which are able to withstand the
harsh sacrifices that are
accompanied by writing the
truth. We must train our
writers to understand that
writing and speaking truth
carries a danger of
persecution, or possibly death.
The possible persecution or
death is the inevitable reality
of truth, because the enemies
of truth will try to silence
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truth. Truth never dies; and
if we represent truth, then the
truth in us shall never die.
This is better understood in
the statement that "truth,
crushed to the earth, shall
rise again". The physical
body can be destroyed, but
spiritual truth will remain.

In the novel, "The Man
That Cried I Am" by John A.
Williams, the life of two
fictional Black writers, Max
Reddick and Harry Ames is
portrayed. Harry and Max
struggle to make a living, as
writers living in Europe, while
writing about truth and
reality, rather than what
others want them to write.
Williams writes:

" [0] ne of these days
assassins might have to
be sent after people like
Reddick and Ames [or any
black writer writing the
truth] because some jerk
didn't want to give them
a job they could do with
one hand because they
were black. They would
have to be silenced
somehow. They were
learning too much about
America and tellingit. ,,13

When a person writes and
teaches the truth, that person,
in the minds of the enemies of
truth, must be eliminated.
Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Malcolm X, Medger Evers, George
Jackson, to name just a very
small few, were all eliminated.
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Death is the supreme sacrifice
to truth. Jesus recognized and
accepted the fact that speaking
truth could result in his
death; but his love for truth
outweighed any fear of death.

A second way of bringing
about change in the
concentration of the media is
for each of us to take the
responsibility for studying
beyond the television,
newspaper, or magaz ine . We
must become diligent readers of
books that will tell us how to
become better civilized people;
books that will uncover the
truth about the history of
African people worldwide; and
books that will help us achieve
heights that we never thought
achievable. We must become
responsible for our own
development, and the passing of
the information obtained on to
others. We must control our
own destiny.

study groups are the best
way to pass on information. By
getting a group of people
together once a week, selecting
a book for the month, and
opening the book up for
discussion, views and opinions
are exchanged and new ideas are
developed. Also, it is
valuable to visit local
bookstores regularly to see the
latest books in print.
Additionally, one can set goals
for reading, such as reading a
book each week, month, or bi
monthly.

actions controls their destiny.
If someone else controls your
mind, they control your
actions; and, therefore, your
destiny. We must fight each
day to keep the Media Lords
from programming us to do their
will or acting in their
interest. Information
(understanding the information,
and designing actions based
upon understanding the
information) is power - power
to produce food, jobs, homes,
and a better society. If we do
not control our own
information, we will remain
powerless. We must break the
chains of mental slavery. As
James Allen stated:

"A man's mind may be
likened to a garden,
w hie h may b e
intelligently cultivated
or allowed to run wild;
but whether cultivated or
neglected, it must, and
will, bring forth. If no
useful seeds are put into
it, then an abundance of
useless weed seeds will
fall therein, and will
continue to produce their
kind".14

We must constantly cultivate
our minds, weeding out the
negative, false, and
destructi ve thoughts, thereby
creating a condition that will
spring forth fruits of pure and
useful thoughts. WE MUST FREE
OUR MINDS.

Finally, a person's

9
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