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Breaking and Entering 
I have breaking and entering on 
my mind lately. This phrase is with 
me mainly because in the past 20 
months or so there has been three 
cases of breaking and entering at 
the Fletcher’s Chapel parsonage. 
Thankfully, not much was taken, 
materially speaking. Nor was there 
too much destruction, save the 
front door and side door (twice). 
And thankfully, none was home 
during any of these cases of 
breaking and entering, thus there 
have been no physical injuries 
resulting from them. 
 
On the other hand, speaking 
emotionally rather than materially, 
these cases of breaking and 
entering do have a way of taking 
away our sense of security. 
Breaking and entering has a way 
of destroying our allusion that all is 
well in the world, in the 
community, in OUR neighborhood. 
Breaking and entering does have 
its way of injuring our spirits. 
 
AND I believe the act breaking and 
entering has quite a bit to teach us 
about our life with and in Christ 
and in Christian community. If you 
have heard my words or read my 
words before, you know that I love  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to reclaim ordinary words and 
phrases that our world uses in 
negative way to reframe, in a life 
giving way, our journey of faith. 
Just as Jesus, over and again, 
used ordinary things (think bread, 
juice, fish, etc) to teach 
extraordinary truths about God, I  
believe that ordinary words can be 
flipped to teach extraordinary 
truths God too! And breaking and 
entering is no exception. 
 
Let’s see if I can make more sense 
of this. Think of breaking and 
entering in the literal sense. In a 
breaking and entering scenario, a 
person or persons forcefully enter 
property (home, business, 
automobile, etc) that does not 
belong to them. While inside the 
property, the perpetrator of the 
breaking and entering gathers up 
things that do not belong to them 
and takes them away - steals  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
them. Most often the perpetrator 
liquidates the things that were 
stolen in order to have cash to do 
with what they wish. The 
perpetrator doesn’t often need 
another watch, necklace or 
television, but they do want some 
cash for! well I don’t factually 
know the answer because I have 
never asked a robber this 
question.  
 
I do however have some 
observation about our life of faith 
around this act of breaking and 
entering. I believe that, in Jesus 

Christ, God has broken in and 
entered this world of sin. I believe 
that God in no way needs to steal  

our sin, yet God has done just 
that. God has gathered up our sin 
(anything that separates us from a 
life giving love relationship with 
God) and placed it all on the 
shoulders of God’s One and Only 
Son. God has done this so we do 
not have to carry it around, our 
lives do not have to be cluttered by 
it. God has traded in our sin on our 
behalf and returned the proceeds 
of that “sale” to us. One of the 
benefits of this “sale” is the gift of 
the Holy Spirit who lives and 
dwells in us and through. The Holy 
Spirit who is making us new every 
day. The Holy Spirit who leads, 
guides, directs, and corrects us 
toward a fuller love relationship 
with the Father. The Holy Spirit 
who clears away the clutter of the 
world and replaces it with the gifts 
of God. 
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I believe that every day we take a 
breathe is a new opportunity for 
God to break in and enter our lives 
in a more complete way. I don’t 
know about you, but I am glad that 
I do not have to hold on to (feel 
shame or guilt) those thoughts, 
actions, and deeds (possessions) 
that are not pleasing to the Father. 
They do not have the power to 
hold me hostage because God, in 
Christ, has stolen them away. 
God, in the Holy Spirit is 
liquidating those sins, that is 
turning them into something else 
on our behalf. Life giving 
something else like mercy, grace, 
forgiveness, pardon, and 
unconditional love. 
 
So then, let me ask you: how 
frightened are you of God’s 
breaking and entering in your life? 
How tightly are your “windows” 
closed? your “doors” bolted shut? 
What about your “alarm system,” 
do you have it set so that any time 
God gets close to flipping you 
around it sounds, pushing God 
away? 
 
Friends, I think the fears and 
circumstances of our real lives 
often negatively impact our 
spiritual lives. It is my prayer that 
as we hear of one more breaking 
and entering, instead of running in 
fear, installing more alarms, 
cameras, door locks, etc. that we 
would instead invite God’s Spirit to 
come in and take over, to rob us of 
anything and everything that 
stands in the way of God’s good 
work in us and through us.  
 
In Ministry Together, Kris 
"""""""""""""""!p """""""""""""""""!

#$%&!'()!*+%,)$-(!%(!.+-!/$0(.!
0/!.+-!&'(*.1'$2!3'(!45.+6!!70!
201!8(09!:;77<=!>?@A!
!

!

Thanks to our Church family for all 
the delicious meals, cards, calls, visits, 
the beautiful orchid and all the gifts 

you bestowed to us during my recent 
accident. Most of all thank you for 

your prayers for me and my family. I 
can't begin to express how much your 
kindness and love and the feeling of 

"belonging to BUMC" 
means to us. 

 
Myrtle Mayfield 

___________ s ________ 
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CORNER 

Does church, well the work of the 
church, sometimes feel like a 
burden to you? Does the idea of 
just one more meeting, one more 
outreach event, one more 
rehearsal just steal your joy at 
times? To be honest I think this 
happens to all regular church 
goers at some time or another in 
their journey. I mean haven’t you 
heard people say, maybe you 
have even said, “I did that for 
umpteen years, it is now someone 
else’s turn”? I think this is just one 
of the ways we express our church 
fatigue.  
 
I wonder if church fatigue might be 
relieved if we had a different way 
of looking at our life together as 
the body of Christ? For so long we 
have thought of church as a hard 
choice - FAMILY or Mission.   In 
this way of thinking and living, we 
have built a false and destructive 
dichotomy between the call of 
family and the call of God. Family 
or Mission crushes us, because 
one thing (family) or the other 
(mission) has to be sacrificed for 
the other.  
 
Some of us, and some of us at 
times, have thought of church as 

FAMILY and MISSION.  In this 
way of thinking and living, we 
attempt to be fully committed to 
both, hence FAMILY and 
MISSION. This way of living a life 
of discipleship exhausts us 
because we spend our time 
managing the boundaries between 
family and mission. This way 
requires plate spinning and 
balancing acts, that quite frankly 
very few have been know to 
master. 
 
So what if? What if we took a new 
approach to living life as faithful 
followers of Christ? Supposed we 
called it FAMILY on MISSION.  
This is a more integrated way of 
thinking about being apart of God’s 
Kingdom work on earth, as it is in 
heaven. In this way of thinking and 
living, we are empowered to move 
forward in God’s Kingdom work 
with others, expanding our 
understanding of family and 
mission. Family on Mission  is 
actually the Jesus way. Remember 
how Jesus often got people 
together, “wherever two or three 
are gathered,” and spoke them in 
a kingdom direction, “go make 
disciples”? The Jesus model is 
one of Family on Mission. 
 
If Family on Mission  is one way to 
describe the Jesus way of being 
church, we must ask ourselves 

some important questions: how 
are we doing as a family -  how 
are we inviting others in? in what 
ways are we welcoming? where 
are we serving? how are we 
sacrificing? when are we 
generous? - TOGETHER! 
 
If you want to enter into the 
conversation around what Family 
on Mission  might look for in our 
church family, join us -  
Thursday nights at 6:15 for dinner 
and 7:00-8:00 for conversation at 
Bethesda. 
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2/1/15      Dan and Kim Dunn 
2/8/15      Cate Caroon/Alexis 

Simmons 
2/15/15    Craig Caroon 

/Nathan Caroon 
2/22/15    Doug and Alex 
Buck 



From the Committee on Lay 
Leadership 
The Committee on Lay Leadership 
would like to thank those who 
faithfully served Christ’s Church at 
Bethesda in 2014. We would also 
like to thank, in advance, those who 
have already taken the helm for 
2015. We are so grateful for God’s 
goodness in sending our church 
family such faith-filled and willing 
leaders. 
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