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PURPOSE 

These Guidelines have been adopted by the American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO), Region 894, 
to provide guidance to the Region in its organization and operation of the Area 5/C SELECT Program. 
These guidelines should not conflict with the Area 5/C SELECT Program Guidelines, and if they do, the 
Area guidelines supersede these guidelines. 
 
The SELECT Program is designed to provide a more challenging level of play for those players who 
possess the appropriate interest, skills and abilities.  It is designed to enhance each player's experience 
and individual growth through the game of soccer while retaining the spirit and organization of AYSO.  
 
The SELECT Program incorporates the following basic parameters: 
 

 Everyone on a team plays. Where roster sizes allow, every player plays three-quarters of each 
game but no less than half. 

 The teams must be constituted with the goal of creating competitive balance.  

 Selection to the teams must be based on open and impartial evaluations.  

 Administration and coordination of the program must run through Area 5/C. 

 The program must meet appropriate standards for coach and referee training and certification as 
established by AYSO.  

 The program is only offered in conjunction with the standard primary program.  

 No paid coaches, referees or administrators are permitted. 

MISSION 

The goal of the program is to strengthen AYSO by retaining players and volunteers in an additional 
program operated under the AYSO philosophies. SELECT is not designed to overshadow or harm the 
standard primary program. 
 
The AYSO Mission is to develop and deliver quality youth soccer programs which promote a fun, family 
environment based on the AYSO philosophies: 
 

Everyone Plays - Our Region’s goal is for kids to play soccer so we mandate that every player on 
every team must play at least half of every game. 
 
Balanced Teams - Each year we form new teams as evenly balanced as possible because it is fair 
and more fun when teams of equal ability play. 
 
Open Registration - Our program is open to all children between 4 and 18 years of age who want to 
register and play soccer. Interest and enthusiasm are the only criteria for playing. 
 
Positive Coaching - Encouragement of player effort provides for greater enjoyment by the players 
and ultimately leads to better-skilled and better-motivated players. 
 
Good Sportsmanship - We strive to create a safe, fair, fun and positive environment based on 
mutual respect, rather than a win-at-all-costs attitude, and our program is designed to instill good 
sportsmanship in every facet of AYSO. 
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Player Development - We believe that all players should be able to develop their soccer skills and 
knowledge to the best of their abilities, both individually and as members of a team, in order to 
maximize their enjoyment of the game. 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROGRAM 

1. Program Overview 

The regular fall and spring seasons are both considered parts of the primary program. The 
SELECT Program is a secondary program for U-10 through U-19 players (boys and girls) 
currently being offered in Area C of Section 5. This program is designed to provide options for 
players to play soccer at a more challenging level. It is designed for those players who possess 
the desire and appropriate skills and abilities. The number teams offered will depend heavily on 
the number of coaches and players that sign up. 

2. Jurisdiction 

Because several Regions in Area 5/C are participating in this program, the program is under the 
jurisdiction of the Area Director. 

3. Management of the Program 

The Regional Commissioner (RC) is responsible for overseeing/verifying that the program 
requirements are met as they pertain to AYSO philosophies, player eligibility, coach eligibility, 
team formation, player evaluations, field support and referee support by those teams within the 
Region that elect to participate in the SELECT Program. 

The Region SELECT Program Coordinator is appointed by the Regional Board each Membership 
Year (MY) and is responsible for the overall coordination and execution of the program to ensure 
that these SELECT Program Guidelines are met. 

4. Registration Fees and Costs 

The registration fee will be in accordance with the current fee as published on the AYSO 894 
website. 

In accordance with AYSO National’s rules and regulations, the SELECT Program shall be self-
funded. 

All expenses including tournament fees, advanced AYSO Camps, uniforms, sweatshirts, play in 
other leagues, lodging, transportation and other expenses shall be paid for by the team. 

Teams may conduct fundraising activities to help cover expenses. 

Team expenses may be audited and reporting of expenditures may be required at the discretion 
of the Region. 
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LEVEL OF COMMITMENT 

1. Time 

Participation on a SELECT Team requires an increased level of commitment from the coaches, 
the players and their parents. Players are expected to punctually attend all games, practices and 
team events. Parents must understand that these teams may require a certain amount of travel 
and that tournament and league games can be scheduled Saturdays, Sundays and occasionally 
during the week. Teams may also decide to participate in tournaments that may require 
overnight/extended stays. 

2. Volunteerism  

As with all AYSO teams, parents are expected to volunteer for team positions. Each team is 
required to supply a certified referee for league and tournament play. It is beneficial to the coach 
and team to have a team treasurer, team parent, referee coordinator and others to help with 
paperwork and uniform ordering. 

3. Financial  

There is also a greater financial commitment as these teams are required to be self-supported. If 
your child is chosen to participate in the SELECT Program the coach will give you an estimate of 
what the team costs should be.  

PLAYER ELIGIBILITY 

All boys and girls, between the ages of 8 and 18, based on their age as of July 31 of the year in which the 
membership year begins, shall be eligible to register for the program, subject to field availability, volunteer 
support, AYSO operating regulations and any other rules as may be issued by the Regional Board.  It is 
the duty of the Region to assure that only eligible players are permitted to register and play. 
 
Please refer to our webpage or http://www.ayso.org to determine a player’s age eligibility. 
 
The SELECT Program permits “playing up” according to the latest version of the AYSO Region 894 Play 
Up Policy. All requests and decisions for playing up must be made before the first tryout. Playing up on a 
regular season team does not entitle a player to play up on a SELECT team. 

The SELECT Program permits placement based on single year age increments. Divisions may be formed 
in single-year age brackets with approval from the Area Director (AD). 

To qualify to play on a SELECT team a player must meet the following criteria: 
 
1. The player must be registered for the Region’s current membership year Primary Program, fall or 

spring season (the latest season the player participated in is called the “latest participating season” 
below). 

2. The player must have participated for least 75% of the latest participating season’s games that the 
player’s team was scheduled to play, unless they were ill or injured and are able to present a medical 
report from the player’s doctor indicating the period of injury or illness and allowing the player to once 
again participate. 

3. If the player’s latest participating season is the spring season, the player’s spring team coach must 
confirm to the Region SELECT Coordinator that the player has fully participated in the spring season. 
Primary spring program practices and games take priority over SELECT program activities. Failure to 
adhere will result in removal from the SELECT program. 

4. The player must be in good standing with the region - no disciplinary action. 
 

http://www.ayso.org/
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All players registered in the SELECT team’s division for the current membership year will be invited to 
each player evaluation for that division.  

No players are eligible to participate until an application is submitted to the Region using the appropriate 
forms prescribed by AYSO and the application is accepted and entered into the AYSO business system 
(eAYSO) by the Region.  

The names, addresses and telephone number of all members of the Region, as well as the information 
contained in the AYSO Executive Member Directory or any AYSO database are private and confidential. 
Such information and mailing lists or access to any AYSO database may not be disclosed or distributed to 
anyone, including any vendor or sponsor, without the prior written approval of the national executive 
director. Anyone accessing Region member information is obligated under the eAYSO Usage Agreement 
available at http://www.ayso.org/resources/governing_documents.aspx to not use Confidential and/or 
Trade Secret Information (as defined in the eAYSO Usage Agreement) except for AYSO purposes and 
will not disclose Confidential and/or Trade Secret Information except as authorized under the eAYSO 
Usage Agreement and AYSO Bylaws, rules, regulations, policies and philosophies. 

PLAYER EVALUATION/SELECTION 

All players must be newly selected each membership year.  
 
Players shall be selected through an evaluation and selection process.  It is possible that not all players 
who attend the skills exhibition will be selected to a team. 
 
Players must participate in a player evaluation to be considered for a SELECT team. 
 
All player evaluations shall be conducted under the supervision of the Region SELECT Program 
Coordinator, or his/her designee. Any designee must be approved by the Regional Commissioner. 
 
Each division with an eligible SELECT coach must hold a division wide tryout for the SELECT team(s). 
This means everyone has an equal opportunity to compete for a chance to be selected for a team. 
 
Information on tryouts will be emailed to all current membership year players two weeks prior to the first 
scheduled tryout. Emails will be pulled from eAYSO and include player email, primary parent email and 
secondary parent email. Coaches are responsible for coordinating time, fields and equipment used for 
tryouts. The coach is required to tell the SELECT Coordinator the date, time and location of the tryouts 
three weeks before the tryouts.  If additional tryouts are required, it must be requested in writing by the 
coach and approved by the SELECT Coordinator and Regional Commissioner. 
 
The SELECT team evaluation/selection process will take place between April 1

st
 and May 1

st
 of the new 

membership year.   
 
Priority will be given to players that participate in the primary fall season, followed by players that 
participate in the spring season only. The pool of primary fall players must be depleted before any spring-
only players can be selected for a team. 
 
Each player who participates in the player selection process will be notified within 48 hours after the final 
selection date whether he or she was or was not selected to a team by the coach(s).  If a coach does not 
attempt to notify all of those not selected then they may lose the opportunity to coach the SELECT team.  
 
If there are too many coaches for the number of players wishing to participate on a SELECT team, or if 
the number of teams would hurt the SELECT Program, then the priority will go as follows: 
  

 Coaches participating in the Section and/or National Games will have priority. 
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 If there is still a conflict then the decision will be made by a selection commission which will 
consist of the Regional Commissioner, SELECT Program Coordinator and Coach Administrator. 

 If there is a conflict of interest from the selection commission then the Regional Commissioner will 
appoint an alternate. 

 
Team sizes shall be as large as allowed by AYSO Rules and Regulations to ensure enough players and 
substitutes are available each game day as well as to eliminate the need for adding players at a later 
date. An alternate may be chosen and be allowed to practice with the team but there cannot be more than 
the max team size at any game. 

COACH ELGIBILITY 

Coaches participating in SELECT should be of the excellent quality.   
 
In order to be eligible to coach (head and assistant) a SELECT Team, the following minimum 
requirements must be met: 
 

 Have a current volunteer application on file at the National Office; 

 Completed age specific training/certification levels: 
 

 U-10:  U-10 Coach 
 U-12:  U-12 Coach 
 U-14:  Intermediate Coach        
 U-16 and U-19:  Advanced Coach   

 Be Safe Haven certified; 

 Completed the CDC Concussion Awareness Training annually; 

 Be an active participant in the Region’s standard primary program as an instructor, coach or 
referee mentor, or other volunteer service the Region determines adequate to fulfill this 
requirement; 

 Be in good standing with the Region, Area and/or Section and AYSO; 

 Be approved by the Region board; and 

 Be evaluated and renewed each membership year. 
 
Those wanting to coach must fill in an application and submit it for approval. The Region and/or Area 
SELECT Coordinator will conduct a mandatory SELECT coach meeting prior to the start of the SELECT 
season which each coach assigned to an SELECT team must attend. 

COACH SELECTION 

In general, coaches who apply that meet the minimum eligibility requirements shall be selected once 
approved by the Regional board. The Regional Commissioner reserves the right to deny selection if 
he/she deems there is sufficient reason to do so. 
 
In circumstances where the number of candidates exceeds the number of teams, the Region SELECT 
Program Coordinator, in cooperation with the Regional Commissioner, shall form a selection commission 
of not less than 3 in number.  This commission shall consist of Regional board members who do not have 
a conflict of interest (i.e. those applying to coach a SELECT team).   
 
The best qualified candidate shall be selected based on the following criteria: 
 

1. Commitment to AYSO Philosophies; 



 
 

AYSO REGION 894 SELECT PROGRAM GUIDELINES - April 14, 2015   8 

2. Certifications (i.e. exceeds minimum requirement); 
3. Experience; 
4. History of volunteer commitment to AYSO 

 
The selection commission shall present the final list of selected candidates to the Regional Commissioner 
for final selection. 

TEAM FORMAT 

The SELECT Program is designed for the U-10 through U-19 age divisions.  Teams shall be formed 
according to the Region managed selection procedure. Teams shall be reformed each membership year. 

Placing/playing an ineligible player on a team may result in the immediate suspension of the player or 
coach from the SELECT Program, under the authority of the Regional Commissioner or Area Director, 
pending a due process hearing. The RC/AD shall also determine the extent of culpability with the 
possibility of additional sanctions being administered.  

The maximum number of players on a team must not exceed the numbers stated in the AYSO National 
Rules and Regulations, but it is recommended that the maximum size roster be used. 

Guest players are not allowed in the SELECT Program. 

At no time is inter-Regional recruitment of players allowed without the prior approval of each of the 
Regional Commissioners and Area Director concerned.  Recruitment without prior approval may result in 
sanctions by the Area Director, who shall convene a disciplinary board in such instances. 

EQUIPMENT 

All uniforms and equipment will be in accordance with AYSO National Rules and Regulations.  

General Region funds are not to be expended for any SELECT player uniforms, warm-ups, backpacks, 
additional field usage needs, etc. 

The home team in a match is responsible for wearing uniform jerseys (or scrimmage vests) that clearly 
distinguish them from the other team.  In case of color conflicts, the home team is required to change 
uniform colors. The Referee is the final authority on the safety of any player’s uniform and equipment. 

PRACTICE/TRAINING 

Teams are NOT permitted to begin practice or engage in any training activity until approved by the 
Regional SELECT Coordinator, but no sooner than May 1

st
 of the new membership year. 

 
SELECT practice or training activities are not allowed to conflict with any primary program activity. 
Players must be allowed time before and after any primary program activity to travel to or from any 
SELECT practice or training activity. Primary program activities will take priority over any SELECT 
practice or training activity. 
 
Only players on the official roster are permitted to participate in team training.   
 
Teams can hold no more than two (2) practices per week. 
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GAMES 

SELECT games are not allowed to conflict with any primary program activity. Players must be allowed 
time before and after any primary program activity to travel to or from any SELECT game. Primary 
program activities will take priority over any SELECT game. 
 
SELECT teams are not permitted to schedule any games until approved by the SELECT Coordinator, but 
no sooner than May 1 of the new membership year. 
 
Games between Area 5/C SELECT Teams will be scheduled during the Area 5/C SELECT schedule 
meeting (if one is available).  Coaches may be responsible for scheduling SELECT Team games if no 
meeting is held.   
 
An Area 5/C sponsored round robin soccer fest may be held approximately two (2) weeks prior to the 
Section 5 Games (held Father’s Day weekend). 
 
All games, scrimmages, activities with non-AYSO teams are required to have prior approval by Regional 
Commissioner and Area 5/C Director (per AYSO National Policy Statements, paragraph 2.1).  Normal 
approval time will be two weeks. 
 
Games between SELECT and AYSO non-SELECT teams are NOT permitted without Regional 
Commissioner approval. 
 
The AYSO “Everyone Plays” rule, requiring each player to play at least ½ of every game, and the number 
of players on a team rule, shall apply to AYSO teams participating in non-AYSO tournaments or games, 
regardless of whether the other team, the referee or the sponsors of the tournament or game apply or 
follow such rule. It is the policy of the Region that, where roster sizes allow, players shall play at least ¾ 
of every game. 
 
Game cards or monitored substation forms (U16/U19 only) will be used to record game substitution and 
turned in to the Region at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Games or scrimmages played between two AYSO teams must be conducted in accordance with (IAW) 
AYSO Rules and Regulations on number of players, substitution, length of game, etc. Games or 
scrimmages coordinated by AYSO members must be conducted IAW AYSO Rules and Regulations. 
 
The Referee is responsible for reporting all misconduct, including the cautions or send-off of players, 
coaches, or spectators or any other area of concern including unsafe conditions etc. to the Misconduct 
Reporting email address within twenty-four (24) hours of the game. The Misconduct Reporting System will 
make appropriate distribution of the Misconduct Report. 
 
If the Referee terminates a game before completion because of actions by players, coaches and/or 
spectators, the outcome of the game will be determined by the administration of the program. 
 
If a game is suspended prior to completion due to inclement weather or any other unforeseen 
circumstances, the game score will stand as recorded by the Referee, provided one half or more of the 
regulation game time had been played at the time of suspension. 
 
If less than one-half of the regulation game time had been played at the time of the game suspension, the 
game may be rescheduled and played in its entirety at a later date and time.  If the game is not 
rescheduled for any reason, the game shall stand as a NOT–PLAYED game, irrespective of the score at 
the time of game suspension. 
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TOURNAMENTS 

SELECT teams can participate in three (3) tournaments per year.  Participation in non-AYSO sponsored 
tournaments requires the approval of the Regional Commissioner and Area Director.  The limit of three 
tournaments does not include Section 5 Games or AYSO National Games. 
 
IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE that the SELECT teams CANNOT participate in ANY event unless they 
have the approval of the Regional Commissioner. Participation in ANY tournament requires the approval 
of the Regional Commissioner. 

PLAYER SUBSTITUTION 

U-10, U-12 and U-14 games shall have a substitution opportunity midway through each half, at half time 
and in the event of injury. The half time break will be five (5) to ten (10) minutes. 
 
For non-AYSO tournaments U-10, U-12, and U-14 teams shall use the same procedure required for 
AYSO games. They should observe the quarter rule and only substitute at the time that a substitution 
break would normally occur in the game. 
U-16 and U-19 age divisions shall conduct monitored substitution using the prescribed reporting 
mechanism of a monitoring sheet to record such substitutions in order to ensure that all players play at a 
minimum half of the game. Monitoring sheets are to be given to the Referee at the end of the match and 
turned in with the game cards. 

MISCONDUCT 

It is the responsibility of the Referee in SELECT Program games to submit a written misconduct report to 
the Area SELECT Program Coordinator and Area Director within 24 hours after the conclusion of the 
game at which the offence occurred. 
 
There is no mandatory “cooling off” period for cautioned players.  It is recommended that, at the coach’s 
request and with the Referee’s permission, a cautioned player, or any player having difficulty controlling 
his emotions, may be substituted at the earliest opportunity. 
 
The Referee must also report any behavior by coaches and/or spectators on or off the field that seriously 
interferes with the game and/or proper standards of conduct. 
 
The penalty for a player (Red Card), coach and/or spectator sent-off from the field for any reason in an 
SELECT Program game shall be a minimum one (1) game suspension.  Such suspension shall be served 
in the first game (not scrimmage) that is played following the game of the incident.  The suspension for 
violent conduct or serious foul play shall be a minimum of two (2) games and the length of any 
suspension may be increased and other disciplinary measures applied if deemed warranted by the Area 
Director in conjunction with the Area SELECT Program Coordinator. 
 
If the player sent off is a minor (under 18 years of age), he/she must leave the field in the company of 
his/her parent(s) or guardian(s).  Otherwise, the player may remain in the proximity of the field, under 
adult supervision by the coach or a Safe Haven certified adult. 
 
Should violators of the penalties set forth in this section refuse to immediately leave the field when 
requested to do so by the Referee, the game shall be suspended until the situation has been resolved.  If 
it is not resolved, in what the Referee considers a reasonable amount of time, the game shall be 
terminated and the incident reported to the Area SELECT Program Coordinator and Area Director. 
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A player serving a suspension and not in uniform may attend the team’s next scheduled game as a 
spectator, but may not participate in any manner. 
 
An adult serving a suspension may not be present at the game (including pre and post-game activities) or 
participate in any manner. 
 
In the event a suspended player or coach participates in a match for whom he/she has been suspended, 
the game shall be recorded as a forfeit in favor of the opposing team.  For each such event, the original 
suspension must be served at the next game played by the team, an additional one game suspension 
must be served at the following game, and the coach of such team must serve a one game suspension. 
Send-Off’s (Red Cards) and/or Cautions (Yellow Cards) given in SELECT games are not subject to 
appeal. 
 
The Area SELECT Program Coordinator, the Area Director, with the assistance of the Area Referee 
Administrator(s) and the Area Coach Administrator(s), together with the respective Regional 
Commissioners, shall review all inter-Regional disciplinary issues not resolved at the Regional level.  Any 
disciplinary action taken must be communicated within 96 hours of the game in which the incident 
occurred.  Disciplinary hearings may be called if deemed necessary by the Area Director, or if requested 
in writing. 

TEAM ROSTERS AND ID CARDS 

 

Team rosters for teams participating in the SELECT Program must be received by the SELECT 
Region/Area Program Coordinator no later than 2 weeks prior to the start of the SELECT Team’s first 
event. i.e. practice/and or game and shall include: 
 

 Region and division identification 

 The Coach and Assistant Coach names, addresses, home and cell phone numbers, e-mail 
addresses and current Coach Certification level. 

 Team member AYSO ID numbers 

 Player information: AYSO ID number, jersey number, name, address, phone number and birth 
date. 

 Team number, uniform colors and team name (if available). 

 Signature of the Regional Commissioner verifying players and coaches and confirming 
appropriate player registration and coach volunteer status, training and certification. 

 
Revisions to rosters may occur when: 
 

 a player drops from a team, or 

 the total amount of player drops, for whatever reason, lowers the number of permanently rostered 
players to less than the number of field players permitted in the division.  At that point, the team 
will be allowed to add one (1) player.  This player cannot be drafted from another AYSO team 
whose season is still in progress.  The additional player must be approved by the Regional 
Commissioner and the Area Director. 

 
Revised rosters must be submitted to the appropriate authority prior to the new team member 
participating in a game. 
 
ID cards for each participating SELECT player and for a maximum of two coaches per team shall be 
prepared by the team coach prior to participation in the Section Games Send Off Tournament.  The ID 
cards shall bear the name, recent photo and AYSO ID# of the respective player or coach, and for 
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coaches, their certification level as well as the signature of the Regional Commissioner.  ID cards must be 
laminated. 
 
Placing/playing an ineligible player on a team may result in the expulsion of the player or coach from the 
SELECT Program, or such other disciplinary action as deemed appropriate by the Area Director. The 
Area Director shall also determine the extent of culpability with the possibility of additional sanctions being 
administered. 
 

ROSTER, ID AND PLAYER REGISTRATION FORMS REQUIRED 

 

For each SELECT Program team, the coaches must have a team roster and copies of AYSO Player 
Registration Forms (with Emergency Authorization) for each participating player.  These must be at all 
events (games, practices, scrimmages, parties etc.) in which the team participates.   
 
Properly completed and laminated ID cards for all players and a maximum of two coaches and a team 
lineup card are required for participation in the Section Games Send Off Tournament.  Coaches must 
wear ID cards visibly on their person during all games.  Cards may be clipped on jackets or shirts, or worn 
on neck lanyards. 

REGIONAL SUPPORT 

1. Time 
 

The Region shall provide an adequate number of fields.  Fields/equipment shall be age 
appropriate.  

2. Officiating 
 
The Region shall provide an adequate number of Referees who are certified as listed above for 
adequate coverage of SELECT Program games.   
 
All SELECT Program games shall be officiated using the Diagonal System of Control, i.e. one 
Referee and two assistant Referees. 
 
The use of “club linesmen” is encouraged when an insufficient number of assistant Referees are 
available.  Club linesman shall only call the ball in and out of play.  The Dual (two-man) System of 
Control is not allowed. 
 
The Regional Referee Administrator shall assign “neutral” Referees of appropriate skill and ability 
to all SELECT Program games assigned to the Region. Referees shall be a minimum of two 
years older than the oldest players in the division to which they have been assigned.  If Youth 
Referees are assigned to any games, a field monitor should also be assigned. 

 
 


